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PREFACE* 



X HE iuiportance of the Island of Trinidad^ m a 
Commercial SelLlementj may be inferred from the inle- 
refat which ihe British Govemmetit evinced at the close 
of (he last war, to preserve it us a part of the British Em- 
pire- Its proximity to tlie Spaniah Main^ certainly ren- 
ders it an important acqniailion, not less as a military 
depot, than as affording an extensive demarid for our 
jnotiufacturea* No sooner was it ceded lo this countr}", 
therefore^ than the attention of his Majesty's Ministers 
was accordingly very properly turned towards it, and 
plans were suggested for promoting its general improve-* 
mentj by the introduction of colonial regulations, suited 
to the liberal and enlarged views of the British Govern* 
nient* Tllese, indeed, every one, at all acquainted with 
the history of the Island* and the line of conduct which 
had been pursued by its Governors, whether British or 
Spanish^ must know, were highly necessary. The wis- 
dom of Mr* Anni ngton and his Colleagues, was evinced 

in t lie choice of the person to whom this important mis- 
sion was entrusted p Colonel Fullaeton is too well 
known to his countrymen, by a life spent in the most 
active and beneficial serviccsj both in Europe and Asia, 
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to Stand in need of any apology for the appointment of 
TiRST Commissioner of the Island of Trinidad^ with 
which he was vested. That he has not succeeded in 
effecting that ameliomtion of the state of the inhabitant? 
which was in the view of the British Ministry, is a sub- 
ject of deep regret ; but the causes which prevented it, I 
have Endeavoured to detail hi the stit^^queht Lettets with 
imparliality khd a rigid ^dhereru^e to truth. 

Should It he thought by any of my ReadeVs, that, ia 
recilihg th^ m'r6cities of which the Island of Trrnidad 
has uhViappily feeeh the theatre, I hive indulged to^ 
freery the stile of asperity, I may, 1 trust, claito s6me ex- 
cuse, when it is re'oollect^d that I ^ss myself the victim 
of oppression. \ km nbt stire whether I ought to apolo- 
gise to "riay Readers for such lariguage ; the hatred which 
a FRfefe-^oii'N feiiit^rN indst ever hear towards a system 
of tymntiy, will, i¥helia!ve OdfcasibH to treat the Subject 
at all, give pornt artd 'dnergy to hrs langt^age. The 
times hi whtA We^liVe'demaild an explicit aVowal of our 
sentiments; ^hH t6 hk the ^ectktOr of ^ liiie erf conduct 
*6li the pai*t o!f it Brstrsh Governor, which would have 
1^isgi'^i:rea ftfe ^yttot of the Confine^nt, without marking 
il iy expressions of ifay m6st |)erfect hatred, was, with 
Ine, Impossible. 

Wh^n the publication of toy Travel's was first an- 
nounced by an advertisement in the Liverpool Chronicle, 
an attempt was made to suppress them by the friend* 
and partizans of Colonel Picton. A letter was addressed 
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to the Printer of that Paper, by Joseph Mairrylit, 1^. 
of Londbn, threatening him wilh a prosecution, whicK 
gave occasion to the following reply, ^hich I inserttsd ik 
the above-mentioned Paper, under date of the l!2tTi 
t>ecember, 1804. 



To Joseph Marryat, Esq. New Bridge Stmt^ 

London. 
Sir, 

t HAVE been fevored with a sight of your letter dT 
the 6th Inttant to the Printei* of this Paper: and as it 
wholly relates to my Travels in Trinidad, I shall mckh 
nq apology for addressing you in this public manner. 

The uncommon interest yoti appear to take in every 
thing which effects Colonel Picton, reflects great honor 
on the nature of your friendship for that officer. As 
^he Champion of a man who labours under some of the 
heaviest charges which the laws of England have power 
to punish, I cannot observe your active zeal without 
lamenting that such generous exertions are likely to be 
so unavailing, or that for the sake of the character of 
yonr discretion, you had not employed them in a morfe 
popular caUse. But, is it not enough that you have be- 
come surety for Colonel Picton in the sum of 10,0001. 
that he shall appear to answer any bill or bills of indict- 
•mcnt which may be found against him for murder or 
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murders, stated to have been by him eommilkd witkoui 
this realm'f Is it not enough that^ iu the warmth of 
your feelings, you addressed Lord Hobart in a letter 
which you fancied' to have contained a charge against 
Colonel Fullarton, but which, there is reason to believe^ 
met with the contempt it deserved, and will probably 
never more be thought of, unless that meritorious officer 
should commence against you, what you seem to be so 
fond of talking about — a prosecution ? Do you really 
intend to throw down the gauntlet to every one who 
shall enter the lists against Colonel Picton ? Alas, Sir> 
I fear you have engaged in his defence without consider- 
ing the nature and extent of the service required ; and, 
to use your very sapient words to Mr. Jones> ^^you will, 
on this subject, do well to exercise proper discretion.*' 
I know not how to account for your conduct in this par- 
ticular transaction ; for, without meaning any compli- 
ment, I cannot think so contemptibly of your under- 
standing, as to suppose that you really hoped your 
menaces would prevent the appearance of my intended 
publication. Had Mr. Jones published the Chronicle 
in Trinidad, then, indeed, matters might have been mar 
naged in a more summaiy manner. iThe Council might 
have met, and declared the Colony in danger— a procla- 
mation might have been published — the Printing Office 
broke open by an honorable member of Council — (such 
things have been) — manuscripts of the most sacred na- 
ture seized, and exposed or destroyed — the press slopped. 
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and the Printer thrown into prison. But in this country 

things are not managed with such energy, and hence 

Colonel Picton ha^no opportunity of exercising what he 

was so fond of terming the '^ wholesome severity of the 

law." 

You declare, that the Colonel has not seen the adver^ 

tisement of my intended publication. Tlie declaration 
of Mr. Marryat is, in this instance, sufficient ; I should 
otherwise hardly believe, that out of the great number of 
the Colonel's friends, no one was induced to inform him 
of a production, which» from the steps you have taken, 
appears to be not altogether unworthy of notice. But 
he may, by accident, read this letter, and I wish him to 
know that my Travels are in a state of great forwardness, 
and are now delayed being published only for the rea« 
^ons already given to the Public, and not from any me- 
pace of your's — that the advertisement was inserted from 
a full conviction of the importance of the subject, and 
not through inadvertency — not from malevolence, but a 
love of truth and justice, which have influenced me in 
the design of that publication, and will, I trust, con- 
duct me to its conclusion. I wish him to know th^t 
I feel thankful for the moderation which restrained his 
vengeance when I was in his power, thereby enabling 
me to appeal to the public of a free country. Alas ! some 
who felt the weight of his displeasure, have not lived to 
tell their tale. I wish him to know — ^but, I beg your 
pardon, Sir^ for this digression — ^my mind has been irre- 
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ttstibly drawn from yourself to the Colonel, as if you 
were ^ cypher in the great accoqnt, and of no value, but 
from the relative i^tui^tion in which you are placed — as 
if you were a mere machine, with no impulse of your 
own — an automaton, acted upon and moved by the arch*' 
juggler behind the curtain— you must, therefore, pardon 
this app^r^t neglei^l^ wd pern^t me tp sub^ribe my- 
#elf. 

Sir, 

Your very humble Servant 

P- F. M^CALLUM. 
December II, ISM. 



That these Letters will be perused by my coun- 
trymen with some degree of interest, I think I may 
conclude without presumption. Happy shall I esteem 
myself, if this plain unvarnished tale, this naked exposi* 
tion of facts of which I have been an eye and ear wit- 
ness, shall awaken the attention of those whose depart- 
ment it is to watch over the interests of my country, to 
avenge the wrongs of her children and relieve them from 
the oppressors scourge, and if it shall be the means, in 
the remotest degree, of introducing a more mild and 
equitable Administration of Government into thr 
Island of Trinidad. 

Liverpool, 5i$i Jugttsi, l^GI^. 



COJVTMJVTS* ' 



LETTER I. 

Author's departure from America— Cursory Observations oo 
his unfortunate Friendt General Toustaiot — New Englandmen — 
Barbadoes— Character of Lord Seaforth— Description of the 
l8land-*-KiQdnes8 of Mr. Knight — Biographical Sketch of the 
Author's Fellow-passengers— Tobago— Short DescriptioQ of it— 
.Bocases— Gulf oP Paria— Approaching View sublinie — ^Author's 
arrival in Trinidad— His tedious Introihiction to delegated Majeu 
ty— His attention excited ad interim^ by the strange sight of a 
Imui nature-— ^int glance at General Piaon, and the Author's 
opinion of that Personage .... Page 9. 

LETTER n. 

D&SC11IPTI0N of Port of Spdo— Its Skiiation and lohtbitaats— 
Picton's predilection for Foreignerst and hatred to the British — 
Bay of Paria— Abercromby Tower— Black Troops— The System 
of arming them condemned'^A White Population recommended* 
to CQnsist of Highlanders— Anecdote of a Scotch Bashaw— The 
Island partly described^Its discovery— Aboiigiftet— Visit to them 
at AriRia» and Reverie under a Lindftt Tret. « Page 02* 



LETTER in. 

Rbverii continued— The present State of the Indians of Arima— • 
Census of the Colony in 1797 — Natural History of the Orange and 
Taroariod Trees— Of the Grape, Indiaii Corn, and Cocoa— An- 
cient and Modern l^ethod of making Chocolatei together with its 
aedidnal Vireoes. ■' • - - - Pages5. 



X CONTENT*. 

LETTER IV. 

WoNDEnruL interpositioa of- Providence in procrastinating the-. 
Author's Life— Estimate of the Arable Lands in Trinidad — Exports 
for the Years 1799| 1800, and 1801— Reason why so diminitive— * 
Natural History of the Cotton and Coffee Trees, with their mcdi. 
cinal Virtues ♦,.--. . - Page 5ifc- 

tETTER V. 

ArGiTments deduced from antiquity, to evince that the Climate S 
tfo impediment to the Industry df the Whites — Extraordinary 
Longivity — ( limate healthy — ^D^bauchery and Intemperance des- 
tructive — Coiiduct of the European— Mbde of choosing Mistresses 
— ^Reflections thereon — ^A Creolian Method of acquiring a Fortune, 
by ablocating Prostitutes — West India Tavern, a common Lustrum 
Philadelphian Method of getting Slaves—Career of the European- 
Salacity and Festivity, how fatal— Diseases and Mortality among 
the Negroes — Mal^d* Estdmac^ or Dirt-Eating— Its Origin ancfc 
Bffects - - -- - - . - Page 68*. 

LETTER TL 

The Situation of the Scotch Highlander, and the West India Negr6 
collated — Remarks on the State of the Highlaild Redemptioners in 
the United States of America — ^A Hint to future Emigrants — Tri- 

• nidad recommended — ^Its further Advantages explained — ^Neces- 
saries of Life — CuUnary Vegetables, &c. — Description-of the Coco 
Tree; its mediciual Virtues— 'Method of extracting Suri, asid dis- 
tilling Arac— Capivi Tree — Paraguay, er South-Set Tea; its 
Virtues — Mangrove Tree — ^Mangrove Oysters-=-Hbtory of the 
Flamingo - - • - . . . Page 81. ^ 



lETTER VII. 

Natural History, &c.— Mountains— Rivefs—Hintsr respecting the 
Improvement of their Navigation — Petroleum, Bitumen, or Fosil- 
Pitch described— Pheuomenoa not peculiar to the Nik. and Qri- 



. noco deicribed— Sir Walter Raleigh's Eaterprize in search of 

Gold— Indirect Commerce with the Spaniards frustpited by the 

.misconduct of Oovemor Picton— Reflections on his Chaiacter, his 

.Prototype! &c. .--.•.. ,Page^5. 

IXTTER Till. 

fCoLONiAL Strength—How improved, and the Advantages that 
might be derived from it— Bonaparte's Speculative Views witli 
regard to South America— Surinam, his Military Depot— Hinu 
which might lead to counteract them— Jamaica, why it may not 
follow, the Fa^ of St Domingo— Roame'« Pl^t^r-Qene^ Chris- 
loph^'s extraordinary Proposal to the Author,, which he decline^— 
An Account of the Mutiny of the 9th West India Regiment-** 
^Settling the Island of i rinidad with Africans, and the danger at- 
4ending.an loccease of Negro Troops reprobated, 5cc Page 1 1 s. 

LETTER IX. 

^Apprehension of Danger — ^The Illustrious Cabildo, or the Inqui- 
sition — Law Proceedings — Plaintiff and Defendant— Escrivanos, 
or Lawyers— Swindling Anecdote— The Author's Visit to the Bas- 
tille — ^The Horrors of it po^-trayed— Commission illegally issued 
by General Picton, to destroy Negroes accused of Witchcraft— 
The Proceedings under this Commission des(iribed— Kosetta 
Smith, her Inflijence— J. B. Vallot, his Office— Murder of a Negro 
—Don Philip Langdon ; his Mode of silencing a Dun— The op- 
pressive Imprisonment of Mr* Dowding, &c- • Page 1S6, 

LETl^ER X. 

^Preliminary Remarks— Biographical Sketch of Governor Pi t ten- 
uis Origin and Connections, with his first Career in Trinidad— 
A common Mode of " raising the Wind," displayed— 'Custom- 
House Rats and Panders— His false Exploits tmmpeted— His dis- 
gusting Conduct to Strangers reprobated — Madame Rosetta select- 
ed for a Mistress, to prevent a repetition of ccrtam Crimes— The 
.Honey Moon— Presents bestowed for secret Scivices— Her Asccn- 



Xii COKTENTS. 

dency— -Her pectibtm and pkodenag Ekccsses^-Kenitacce dan^ 
gerous— The Goveroor suok ift the Lj^ of £ase-*-R09etta takes 
the Reias of GovemmeDt into her own |]afKb*-4ier first Act of 
Cntdty directed towards Mrs. Oriifiths and her Dau^iters^^-The 
Governor remonstrated with on this occasion — His romantic 
Reply— The illegal Execution of a Setjeant of the Royal Artillery, 
and a French Planter — Slaves clandestinely carried away, and the 
planters plundered— General Reflections, 6cc. - Page 13^. 

LETTER XI. 

Reflections on the Conduct of Governor Pietoo, and die Inha- 
bitants of Trinidad, at the cJosc of the Wir— Their Hopes of a 
Change in their poHtical Situation^^-Opposkion of the Governor, 

' and an Inquiry into the Causes of iti:T**I>etail of the Circnmsuoces 
respecting an Address to Im Majesty on the Eineiit of the Peace- 
Address prepared afid signed unanimously at a Public Meeting — 
A considerable Number of British Inhabitants agree to celebrate 
the cessation of Hostilities by a Public Dinner, on the 1 ith of 
Bisc^adbery 13<H> but are prevented by order of the Governor — 
Messrs- Higham, Sb?w, and others, persecuted in consequence of 
Uie Address to the King— 'The former arrested, and thrown into 
Prison — Rele^ised without any Charge or Trial — Reflections on 
ihat Transactioji— Coavej'sation between Governor Picton and 
Mr. Higham -Ihp Manner in which the Governor intimidated the 
Inhabitants, by bo^^ting of his Influence at llome — ^Hints respect- 
ing the Execution of an Artillery-Man— And an Anecdote, in 
which the Governor asserts that his Majesty's Ministers warranted 
and approved of that Transaction — Reflections on so strange a 
Declaration — ^Events in December 1801, resumed, and con^ 
eluded - - i, -r - - - p^ge 156» 

LETTER XII. 

Pjcton's aversion to Lawyers and Literary Men — ^The Banishment 
of Russel Minchio, Esq. a Barrister, the supposed Author of a 
placard, reflecting on Picton's Cruelties—The Placard answered 
by a sanguinary Proclamationr— The Author narrowly watched— 
Reflections on his perilous Situation— A Specimen of CTenera Pic- 



CONTEXTS. Srill 

• «Da^ diUbgsgate Btocu^on, partlc«ku-)y » die Case of JMge 
X<f thel— Mr. Nihel abuwd, and dUomwd from hi^ Oftoe-xMm 
Black promoted— Picton's coDgmmktory Address to Black— An 
Introduction to Black's Character— The ultimate Cause of Judge 
Kihel's Suspension elucidated*^The oppressive Case of J. B. D, 
Savignon displayed— A Summary of a few of the Sports attributed 
toPicton,'5cc.3^ - Page 172. 

LEITER XIII. 

Casb of Hugh Gallagher, executed l>y onkr of Oofemor Picton» 
ID Mavi 179^9 reconsidered — An Account of Jean Baptiste Rich- 
ard, a free Mulatto man, executed without Trial, by order of Go- 
▼eraor Picton, in the year 1 797— Fourteen Privates of the 60tU 
Regiment, and oA Hompesch Corps, executed in 1997, by order 
of Governor Picton, without any Form of Trial— Detail of the Case 
of John Baptiste Akrcon, a Spanish Sailor, executed in the month 
of April, 1 797, by order of Governor Picton, without any Form of 
Trial, for a Crime commmitted on the High Seas— A Gaiacaree 
Indian^ the SaHing Captain, or Patron of a Schooner, Tortured and 
Shot by order of Governor Picton, without any form <d Trial, in 
180O— The Case of Pierre Francois, executed, December, isoi, 
by order of Governor Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge 
of the Bkck Art, Poisoning by means of Charms, dcc.^— Bouqui, 
executed December, 1 801, by order of Governor Picton, for Sor- 
cery, Divination, Knowledge of the Black Art, Poisoning by 
means of Charms, &c. — La Fortune) executed February, 1802, by 
order of Governor Picton, for Sorcery Divination, Knowledge of 
the Black Art, Poisoning by means of Charms, &c. — Thisbe, a 
Negress, Tortured and afterwards Hanged, in February, 1 802, by 
order of Governor Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge of 
^ IMack Art, holding Converse with the Devil, Poisoining by 
means of Charms, 6cc.— Michael Gradon, executed March, 1802, 
by order of Governor Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge 
of the Black Art, Poisoning by means of Charms, &c. — ^Aubinot, 
executed April \802, by order of Governor Picton, for Sorcery, 
Divination, Knowledge of the Bkck Art, Poisoning by means of 
Charms, 3cc.— Prefent, a Negress, Hanged without I'rial, by or- 
. der of Governor Picton— Circumstance rekting to Coliah, a Ne- 



^;r0 Sltve* bdoogiog to John Dawsoni Esq. who died ip £009% 
quence of a severe Flogging ordered by GoTenior Picton — Qb- 
^rvatioDson the aboye Case^. - « • Page IST,* 

LETTER Xiy. 

Hemauks on the Situation of the Inhabitants when the First Coni- 
missioner arrived in Trinidad — His Reception and Address to tjic 
Public Functionaries— The Address misr^resented in Picton'^ 
Gazette — The Intention of it thwarted— A Proclamation to decoy 
the First Commissionery tp sanction cthe Acts o£ i;he fermer Gc^ 
vemor— The Conduct of the EuUi<f Secretaiy in this Transaction 
— ^The Measures of the Party Defeated— Brigadier-General Picton 
:alamied — Orders of the First Commissioner respecting Commit- 
ments — ^The Alcaldes remonstrate— Proceedings c^f the Cabildp 
respecting a New Jail— The First Commissioner yi^ the Old 
One, and the Situation in which he found itr-The Executioner's 
Con\plaint,^c. — A Second Visit to the Jail, {ncrea^ Brigadier- 
Geoeral Picton's Jealousy-r-An Explanation— Refiec^ions thereon 
— Brigadter-Genw^ Pictoo's Attempt to deprive ft^. liaigr«ve, 
Printer^of his Licence — ^Proceedings on the ^^ of February, 

. s:especting Madame Duval — Outrageous Conduct of the Brigadier* 
in the House of the First CommissionerT-His Apology to A^Ers. 
Fullarton— A Parallel of the Conduct of both Commissioners- 
Further Proceedings in the Case of l^^adame Duval, and the Public 
Secretary Suspended ... - - Pj^e 202. 

LETTER XV. 

Scene at the Mole — Lieuten ant-General Grinfield and Commodore 
Hood reccieved with Military Honors — ^The Awkwardness of the 
Troops, and the Embarrasfraent of Brigadier-General Picton— 
The Copimodore Prejudiced against the first Commissioner — His 
Dream and Conduct unaccountable — Military Aid denied die Civil 
Power — Colonel Fullarton's Statement to the Commissioners — 
Brigadier-General Picton's Determination to persist in forcing 
Colonel FuUarton to concur in Sanguinary Measures — The Com- 
modore's Conduct on this Occasion — ^The Brigadier's Intention 
ao destroy the Criminal Records, but frustrated by Colonel Ful- 



CONTBNtS. ipf 

lbton» who gfUDs possession of them— ProceecBngs on this Oec»* 
sion— Colonel Fullarton embarks on Board the Schooner Stan^ 
&€.-••--• Page'S2i 

LETTER XVI. 

Colonel Fullarton's Departure lamented— Mr. Archibald Oloster'a 
Proclamation to the British Inhahiuots — The Case of John Daw* 
son, Esq. — His Memorial, and Brigadier-General Picton's Answer 
^Mr. Dawson's Charaaer Vindicated — Colonel iPulIarton's Cha- 
racter Aspersed by Brigadier-General Picton's Panders— Reflec* 
tions thereon— The Author taken before a Military Committee^, 
and his Conduct on that Occasion '• - • Page 23i;». 



LEITER XVII. 

The Author Arrested by an Officer of the loquisitton, and brought 
before Commissioners Picton and Hood— Hia Examination and 
Commitment to the Bastille — ^Descriptipn of the Cell in which he 
was confined— Also, Vallot the GoTernor— The Case of a Negress 
Roasting Alive— Transactions during the Second Day of his Cap* 
tivity— Method of Flogging Slft:^es described — The Author Indis* 
posed, and suspects having been Poisoned^Third Day of his 
Captivity*-^till much Indisposed — Solicits Mediica) Aid— Dragged 
from his Cell to Commodore Hood's House — His Examination-^ 
The Ugly Club— Fourth Dayfs Captivity— The Imprisonment of 
Dr. Timbrill— Distress of MiS. T.— - on that Occasion— Fifth 
Day's Captivity — Letter from Secretary Wood year— Description 
of the Doctor's Cell, and Reflections thereon— Sixth Day^s Capti- 
vity— Prockmation respecting the Militia Comments— Letter to 
the Authoi^-Seventh and Eighth Day's Captivity— He is Banished 
%Q America --*... Page 947% 



LETTER XVIII. 

T«B Author Arrives at New York, and re-afTumes an Historical 
Detail of the Affairs of Trinidad- Proclamation of 'Iv 27th gf 
April— Indignant Conduct ot Brigadier-General Picton— Commo* 



acvi CONTENTS. 

dare Hood's Depftitui^— Orders issued tao Seize aod Detaai Col. 
FullartOD— Embargo— Col. FuliartonV Prooeediogs at Barbadoes 
— An Extraordinary Advertiseaient— Dispatches from Lord Hobort, 
defining the Powers vested in the First Commissioner — ^The Co- 
lonel returns to Trinidad— The Brigadier's Conduct on that Oc- 
casion — Col. Fullartoti's Proclamation — ^Brigadier-General Picton 
Superseded, takes a French Leave of the Colony, and is address- 
ed by his Panders, together with his Answer— The Joy of the 
Inhabitants — ^Proceedings of the Colonel till his final Departure 
for England* and the affectionate Testimonials of the British In- 
habitants ----- - - page 280k 

LETTER XIX 

The Yellow Fever— New York Deserted— Anecdote of a Rev. 
Clergyman — Case of a Stranger— Remarks on the Origin of the 
Fever — Distressing Case of a Young Lady — General Observations 
on the Arts, Conutierce, Manners, and Factions of America— A 
Letter respecting the Robbery committed by Jerome Bonaparte, 
at Cape Francois • - - - - « Page sou 

LETTER XX. 

A Cursory View of the Historical ETents in St. Domiogo, from 
the Year 1790 till 1802 Page 313. 

APPENDIX No. I. 

GfiNSRAL Picton's Panegyric .... page 9S2. 

APPENDIX No. II, 

HoaaoRs of West India Slavery . • - Page 338. 

APPENDIX No. IIL 

Orders for resisting Colonel FuUarton - - Page S51. 



JLETTJEE I. 

Author^s departure from America — Cursory observations 
on his unfortunate friend. Gen. ToyssAiNT — New* 
Englandmcn — Barbadoes — Character of Lord Sba- 
roRTH — Description of the Idatid — Kindness pf Mr. 
Knight — Biographical sketch of his fellow^ptusengers 
— Tobago — Short description qf it — Bocases-^Gulf of 
Paria — Approaching view • sublime — Anthof^s arrival 
in Trinidad — His tedious introduction to delegated 
mqjesty — His attention excited, ,ad inteiWi ijf the 
strange sight of a lusus natiiraB— f iri^ glar^e^ at G«n. 
PiCTON, and the author's opinion of that p^rsona^s. 



Hcad-Quarteri, Pwixto ok EsrANA, Fd. iSoj, 
0£ARSIR« .. ^ 

/ 1 LEFT America on' the 4th ultimo, in 
the schooner Amphitrite, Captain Macdonald, in a 
\ convalescent state; but the geniul warmth of a southern 
* climate has given me new life) which will enable me to 
be more attentive in my correspondence than I have 
been for these four months past ; however, I trust you 
will not complain so much of my pigritia in this Island, 
as you did when I had the honour of being at the 
Court of the ill-fated Toussaint L'Ouverture, whose 
conduct merited a palace instead of a dungeon. He 
is, alas, consigned to the latter, where he will remain 
until the revenge of the Usurper is satiated. It is 
kexplicabto lo me, that this unfortunate Chief, who 

3 
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well knew bow little faith was to be placed ou the 
promises of tbe tjsurper, and how widely he had all 
along steered from the latitude of truths should be 
allured by a felse light, which iniquity hong out, like 
. those on the sea-coast, to draw tbe unsuspecting mariner 
to be deceived and shipwrecked. He was decoyed into 
the snare by his paternal feelings; but the intrepid sons 
of Hayti will amply revenge his wrongs, and proclaim 
freedom in the Western Indies. 

On the 15th, in 28^. 34/. N. lat. 62°. SO'. W. long, 
spoke the Recovery of Cartine, (owned by Jonathan 
Avarice) an ugly clump of ^ brig, whose sails resembled 
pocket handkerchiefs, made of tow-cloA, bound from 
Liverpool to Boston, N. E. with a cargo of ,salt, out 97 
days, destitute of almost every kind of provision. Our 
captain very generoiKly supplied them (gratis) with 
beef, bread> potatoes, &c. for which Jonathim '' guessed 
he ^ was monstrous kind/' and '^ vowed'* he would pro- 
claim his generosity in all the papers in New England. 

Probably there is not an instance on record, where 
a New England-man has been impeached of supplying 
a vessel like this, in distress, gratis;^ so strongly are their 
minds impregnated with avarice, that they would not 
give away even a gill of molasses to save the life of a 
fellow-creature. Our captain, on his last voyage, fell 
in with on^ of* them, at a time when ,his stock of 
candles was exhausted ; the New Englander let him 
have three at the current price of the pounds which te 
*' guessed" was a favour. 

Early on the first, we?^hove in sight of Barbadoe^-;^ 
and landed at Bridgetown about noon. This fine Kttle 
Island is about 21 miles long, 14 broad, and .the most 
easterly of all the Caribbees — situated in 4>9 degreea 
west long, and 13 degrees north lat. It wafi(^ttle4 , 
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\ soon after 1625^ but what is most remarkable, in about 
^ 35 yiears the popylation increased to 50,000 whites, an4^^ 
in l676,/t&e number of Indian slaves and negroes 
5 amounted to 100,000) — ^Pardon me. Sir; it is not 
custojsuiry to enumerate beaists of burden ; the former 
were procui*ed in a, manner more disgraceful and dis- 
honourable, if possible, than the latter usually are. 
Hie Barbadians, or rather the Barbarians, kidnapped 
them in the same way the press-gan^s do sailors in 
J either London or Liverpool. The Almighty has not 
I l)een unmindful of them, and to reward their wickedness, 
I now and then treats their posterity with hurricanes, fires, 
j und plagues J ITiat which happened in 1780 was a most 
\ dreadful- hurricane ; not one house in the island was left 
] wholly free from damage; many lives were los^ some 
wer« buried in the ruins of the buildings ; others, and 
by fer the greater number, were driven into the sea, 
and there pedshed. / 

The- capital, Bridgetown> has been burnt four or five 
times. It is the seat of the Governor. The present 
one is Lord Seaforth, who, I find, is very much 
esteemed ; nor do I wonder at it, as his Lordship has 
alwa^rs sustained an amiable character. Every Gover- 
nor is, by appointment. Chancellor of the Island, and 
although his Lordship is deaf, yet his decrees are so 
equitable as to procure the highest approbation. The 
town has an antique appearance ; but what strikes the 
stranger^s attention, is the number of old women, cats, 
and parrots. The Barbadian will not allow the Island 
to be in the West Indies, much less that he is either a Crab 
(Carribbee) or (^reole, but a true Barbadian, from the 
circumstance of the first discover not finding any savages 
OH it — ^God knows there have been plenty on it since that 
period. The Barbadians ar6 said to be both friejidJy 
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and hospitable to strangers ; indeed I have fully expe-^ 
rienced the truth of it from Mr. Christopher Knight^ 
fL gentleman whose urbanity of manners^ and disinter- 
ested kindness, will not be easily obliterated &om my 
memory. 

Here I parted from a fellow-passenger, whom Lsball> 
for the present, call Dr. Sangrado^ a native of North- 
Britain^ and one of those capricious mprtals who rather 
excite pity than contempt. He is a martyr to disappoint^ 
ment, and frets at every trifle. The mpst disagreeable 
Concomitant about him, is what people deniomiaate Sqotck 
pride. I pity any man like him who h^ more of it than 
he well knows bow to manage ; enoijig^ diat we fbnnd it 
troublesome in the confined cabin of a schpoiier. t 
never mentioned Johnson's name but it threw Saagrado 
into a rage — ^many a de^^l dom he muttered out agaiaat 
Jiim; notwithstanding, he now and then discovered lucid 
intervals of good humour and merriment^ especiallj 
after drinking two or three glasses of wine, and telling 
scraps of his history. He was bred to physic, and 
practised in Birmingham about 1790, but an intrigue 
with a married lady obliged him to decamp, by which he 
escaped the crim.-con. court. He w^t to Frjuice some 
time in 1794, where be becauae acquainted with Munroe, 
the American Envoy, and 'J'om Paine, the Envoy of 
anarchy. In consequence of a quarrel that ensued be- 
tween them relative to a news-paper they were about to 
establish, Sangrado was obliged to take French leave 
of his friends in Paris, and p^sed over to America dis- 
guised as a sailor. He has been a wanderer ever since 
in the West Indies mid the United States, In the latter 
place he had made up his mind to settle the rest of hi» 
life, and, with that view, took a house about six week? 
ago in New York, which he furnished a-la-^modc ^ bi*t 
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his house-keeper being either too proud or tdo hay te 
mead his atockingSj they quarrelled^ and consequeotlj 
broke up house-keeping; it 14^ therefore^ to that proud or 
-lazy jilt that I am indebted for his being my feUow*- 
passenger. I have^ in the course of ray peregrination im 
the United States^ met many of Tom Paine's pupils> 
but no one so contrite as this^ for he seemed to have a 
just sense of loyalty and religion^ and was naturally of 4 
benevolent turn of mind. 

Mr. Hugh Pownal was another of my fellow-passeii- 
gers, This man was formeriy a sort of Chymistor 
vitriol manufacturer in Southwark> and in the year 1788 
or 89 eloped with Mrs. Wrighton, the actress, to France^ 
And from thence to America. He has now with him a 
billiard-table^ and otlier gambling apparatus^ in order to 
open a house of that sort in Trinidad. 

The mate, or, as the Americans say, ^ the chief olBScet^ 
of the schooner, is a Scotchman of the name of Wylie; 
the same who was master of the vessel which carried me 
the last voyage to St. Domingo. At that time I saw 
himself and his owner (Thomas M'Cready) perjure 
themselves as black as possible* My dear Sir, perjury 
is no crime in America. There are many in New York 
who deserve the gibbet as well as M'Cready on that 
score, I mean covering enemies' property. The laws of 
America are very lenient to a man who has wealthy 
so it would appear when such a vilkiin as M^'Cready is 
suffered at large. 

We left Barbadoes about noon on the following day, 
(^d inst.) and on the 4th, in the morning, descried 
Tobago to leeward, which is situated in 11 degrees 
odd min. north latitude, 120 miles south of Barbadoes, 
iand about an equal distance from the Spanish main. It 
is about 32 miles long^ and nine broad; the climate. 
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^lig|itftil> and not near so hot as might be expected, ^ 
considering its proximity to die equator. It boasts of 
numerous springs of fine water^ with bays and creeks so 
disposed as to be very commodious for all kinds of ship* 
ping, and lies out of the reach of those hurricanes so 
destructive to other islands in the western heniispherc. 
The Dutch originally claimed this island, and obstinately 
defended their pretensions, against Britain and France ; 
but by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748, it was 
declared neutral. In 1763 it was yielded up to Britain, 
and remained in her possession till June 1781, when it 
was taken by the French, and confirmed to them by the 
treaty of 1783. It was retaken by the British troops 
in 1793, and ceded to France by tiie late treaty. When 
this treaty was signed there was not a Frenchman on the 
Island ; the inhabitants are all British, warmly attachied 
to the interests of their king and country, and who own 
all the property upon it. The inconsiderate rashness of 
a British minister, in a moment destined a portion of 
the loyal subjects of his majesty to be the slaves of a 
Corsican — ^to be plundered at the discretion of his sa- 
tellites. You had great rejoicings in London on that 
event, but here they wore sack-doth and ashe^ ! 

About noon we were about ten miles distant from Cape 
Galera, the N. E. point of Trinidad, which is laid down 
.m long. W. 60^. 3&.^ and in lat. N. 10*». 45'. It bore 
south of us on a west course ; the land gradually riseg 
from it, and has a pleasing effect on the eye, till the 
sight is lost among the clouds which envelop the 
mountains towards the middle of the Island. Sailing 
along the north coast, I did not (with my glass) perceive 
a cultivated spot, though I am told there are some parts^ 
of it at the bottom of »omc of th^ ravines, which noyr 



Let. l-X TOBAGCH-BOCASM. 15 

and then intersect the momeSy apparently covered with 
wood. 

The sea between this and Tobago .is very much 
coloured ; from which appearance one would suppose 
soundings were to be had ; on the contrary, it is owing 
to the muddy torrent of the Oronoque, disembogued in 
the gulf of Paria, and from thence coming with an im- 
petuous issue into the sea, through the Bocases. It was 
dark before we reached the Bocasa, and the captain 
deeming it dangerous to attempt the passage, we delay- 
ed to windward all night ; in the morning we entered 
the second Bocas, with a fine breeze, and got safely 
through. 

There are four Bocascs : — Bocas del Drago^ or dra- 
gon's mouthes, which divide the island of Trinida^ from 
Point Salina, situated in Comana, in the northern division 
of Terra Krma^ or Castile del Ord ; the distance I ap- 
prehended to be from 15 to 20 miles. Without a 
strong breeze of wind it is inipossible to stem the 
torrent that gushes through: vessels are frequently 
becalmed in the passage, and the consequence is, if they 
are not dashed to pieces against the rocks, they drift 
with the cunent a considerable distance, sometimes as 
far as the island of Margaritta. The *' cloud-cap'd*^ 
mountains of Paria and Comana, rise from Point Salina 
much higher than those of Trinidad, so that before you 
enter the Bocases the confrision of nature around appeals 
exalted in, awful grandeur ; which 

" lift up die thottghtftl mind from earth to heaven/* 

ind distend it with holy astonishment! The wind became 
now so feeble, that although we had only about 30 miles 
to run, yet it was 10 o'clock at night before we hove our 
anchor. T]he passage fron^ the Bocascs waa tedious to 
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my <iompanicMis> but it dfTorded me an opportunity of 
examining, at a small distance, the northern part of the 
bay of Pariii, particularly Cihagiiaramus harbour, probably 
libout. ten miles further up the bay. It is capable of 
receiving, the largest ships of war, bounded with a fine 
bold shore, and every where excellent anchorage, in from 
SIX t<> fbrty fkthoms wa;ter. The situation has invited 
government to build a dock and malce a navy-yard, 
both of which are now constructing. When the British 
forces attacked the island in 1797, the Spaniards burnt, 
on the 17th February, in this hai'bour. El San Vincente? 
84, El Gallardo 74, El Aitogante 74, El San Cecilia S6, 
to prevent their being taken by Admiral Harvey's 
squadrmi ; but El Sw Damasi 74, was captured without 
re&istai^ce from the pilsillanimous slaves. 

A little ferther np we passed a small island calleci 
GliApar-Grande, on which the Spaniards had a batteiy 
donsti*ucted of masonry, to protect the harbour. It has 
neither solidity, nor doesr it answer the purpose for 
wbieh it was intended.' 

On the 6th, (which w«s Sunday with you, but here I 
observed no trace of it) we/caine ashore, and were 
ushei^d; by Colonel Brown into"the audience chamber of 
Don Thomas Picton, ci-devant Gotemardor, de la Ysld\ 
JSritani€a(aeTrinidada, where we waited like malefactor* I 
for more than *an hour and a half. In the mean time 
I was diverted with the figure of a fine gentleman, sui . 
generis, who couched and recouched himself, at other 
times vifewing this delicate features in a looking glass ; / 
frequently grinning eastward and grinning westward,^ 
^dmuing his grinders; when he struted about he* 
gabbled like a goose. This creature, thought I, must be 
, the great man's barber) probably the very brother of 
Cortisi's barber, or it might be the identical barber himself. 
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As I have not Weard of him for a lotig time, I might 
have gone away under this impression, -^ad I not heardy 
Colonel Brown telling our Captain(that his name was i 
M^Spriggin^ime Governor's aiJ-and-favourlte.^ Is he in 
the army, then, said the Captain ? — No ; answered the 
Colonel. However, I could not divest my mind of the 
idea that the personage before me was still the famous 
barber of city memory. Not having time to describe 
him more accurately, I shall be under the necessity of 
referring you to — Hotspur^ s Description of a Fop: 

Neat, trimly dress'd ; 
Fresh as a bridegroom, and his chin new reap'd, 
Shew'd like a stubble land at harvest home. 
He Was perfumed like a milliner; 
And 'twixt his finger and his thumb he held 
A pouncet-box, which ever and anon 
He gave his nose : and took't away again ; 
Who therewith angry, when it next came there. 
Took it in snuff. — ^And still he smil'd.and taik'd, , 
And as the soldiers bare; dead bodies by, 
He call'd them untaught knaves, unmannerly, 
"to bring a slovenly, unhandsome corse 
Betwixt the wind and his nobility., , 
With many holiday and lady, terms v 

He question'd me: 

Being gall'd 
To he so pester'd with a popinjay,* 
Out of my grie^ and my impatience, ,, 
Answer'd neglectingly, I know not what: 
For he made me mad, 
To see him shine so brisk, and smell so sweet, 
Atid talk so lite' a waiting gentlewoman, i . 

Of gtms^ and drums, and Wounds (God save xht takck) 
: And telling nae. tbe sQveitigo'st thiQg on earth 
Was parmacity, for an inward bruise ; . 
And that it was great pity, so it was, 
C t 
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That v3iamous salt-^etre slKmld be digged 

Out of the bowels of the harmless eacthi, 

Which many a good tall fdltow had destroyed 

So cowardly: ^sid^ bta for tbcje tfUe gwu. 

He would himself have been a soldier* ^ 

My mind was thus occupied in contemplating the 
biped before me, and considering what would become 
of the creature hereafter, as Quevedo did not see 
any of the speciea in Hell, nor does Linnaus say to 
wliat class or genus he belongs — ^When 

The upstart' Don, the empty being of. an hour, came 
out of his chamber— his mind ' /. 

^ Emupt in thought, repkt^ with styg»a& gkom,'' 

As his lips moved, I iqiagined he was repeating the fol- 
lowing part of S***n*s soliloquy : 

Ah met they little know. 
How dearly I abide that boast.so vain. 
Under what torments inwardly I gr<^n* 

While they adore me on the throne of heU, 
With diadem and sceptre high advanced 
The lower Still I fell, only supreme 
In misery : such joy ambition finds. 
But say I could. repent,, and could obtain 
By act of grace, &c. , Mii^ton. 

He; spoke to every one present except myself; never- 
theless I anticipated either a smile or a frown from him 
before I left his presence, or that he would wait on me 
to the mirador, to point out that delectable view 
leading to the rectangle *, which, I was mformei before 
I left America, was custcmuuy widi him to do to most 
strangers. He was so much engaged within himself 

♦ CaUows. 
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ai to oiperlook your friend M^ ' I ^vat aoi^ 

li0W€Ter> afraid^ even though he were a Mamouth« 
I ^onfeai the rq>ort8 that are im drculation in Aiftcrkm 
of his migbt are certainly terrific* which invited 
ttc te ohtlsrve his countenance, and to diicover if 
possible his emotions^ while he conversed with those 
mrotxiid him: '^ After aU^" said I, turning round to view 
ibe RasUmgtc, ^ virtne is the foundation of honour and 
^ esteem^ and the source of all beautj* order* and hap* 
^^ piness in nature. It is what confers value on all the 
^' other endowments and qualities of a reasonable beings 
^' to which they ought to be absolutely subservieat* and 
'^ without which the more hideous deformities and 
'^ curses they become/' '^ Beauty and wit will die-— 
'^ learning will vanish away* and all the arts of life be 
*' soon forgotr--but virtne will remain forerer*.5* / 1 
j know not how long I might have remained in ^ 
> inlrador* with my eyes riveted on ibt rectangle* which» 
{ am informed* is constantly guarded by a corps ^ 
Tur|cey4)U2Zitrds* if the captain had not beUowedonC 

/ below in the street* '^ HoUoo — M' .—Come along.** 

The recent change in the government of this colony 
is favourable to the 'political and physical ^enquiries of a 
traveller^; partiqidarly with regard to the former* because 
the source of information is stripped of all its difficultia. 
Hence there is a wide field laid open* provided one had 
patience to pursue it. I am now about to enter this field 
with ^akespear's advice for my motto : 



» Nothing extenuatef 



Kor aught set down in malice* 

, But* Sir, during the little progress I have akcady 
made* I find the path I have taken so strewed with various 

• Price. 
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complaints of oppression^ crneltjr^ and. injustice^ which 
have so paralyzed my feelings, that I begin to saspect 
the deiBcms have transported me to some part pf the 
Grand Ttirk's dominions ; for surely the commission of 
such acts does not emanate from the feeling heikrt of onr * 
benignr Sovereign ; he is, no doubt, ignorant' of the 
condm^t of his delegate* Even though the distance is 
great, the groans of his subjects mi^it have been heard 
long ere thifr— but every art has been tried to carbonisef 
those who had spirit enoiigh 'left to complain, and had 
given themselves^ over' for k)$t, until Colonel FuUaitont 
arrived. * i 

Weare told^ ; . ' 

** Nimrod was a mighty hunter, and hds prey was man." 

So i& PScton, almighty prs^tor, rwhose knife vm^ set iii 
<ni that it might cut^ithe deeper, and never* hesitated 
to engulf the ireeiciag blade into the warm t bowels of a 
felloW'^^eatu^, nor to pour aqus-fortis into the bleeding 
wound, in order to provdke the ihnoctot <^>ject to a 
staieof madness. ... ... * 

Human feelit%» cannobisustafta ^drfch in^^Srte, ^wi^out 
being highly Egitated-and incensed j and if in delineati^ 
ing these piercing circumstances, some heated or incau- 
tious ^(pj^essions should inadvertently slip from my pen, 
remember that njgony of rnind for the -sufierkigfe of my 
^ell6w*stibjects> mmt cre;^ reprehensive language; and 
ought sufficiently lo ple:kd my excuse ; if n^, I really 
know not how to guffi'd agaipst it; ^ ^ 

I have the honour to lodge ^xj^dei the same roof with 
the brave and distinguished veteran, Lieutenant-General 
Grinfield* and his staff, who are just arrived to, 

* He is since 4ead| and thft service has to deplore the Ipssof s^ ., 
CKQcUent officer! - - 
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review the forceg stationed here. Their neglected tttta 
of V discipline disgusted him the other day^ though I 
obsei've a contradiction of this assertion published in 
Picton'a Newspaper. The paltry paragraph is the pro*' 

duction of an ; but, if his comrades can relish 

it, let them enjoy the fulsome panegyric. If they will 

sustain so much flattery with truth and dignity ! 

Pardon me. Sir, I forgot myself: there is no living in the 
world without a complaisant indulgence for people's 
weaknesses, and innocent, though ridiculous, vanities. 

VJLE. 
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X)iueri[aio» of Port rf Spain — Its situation and inha^ 
, bitants — ^Picton*« predilection for foreigners, and 
^ iatredto the S^ritish — Bay of Pari a — ^Abescromby 
Tower considered as a folly — First visit to Colonel 
FuLLARTON — Black troops — The system of arming 
them condemned — A white population recommended, to 
conm/ o/* Highlanders — Anecdote of a Scotch Bashaw 
•^The Island partly described — lis discovery — ^Abo- 
rigines — Visit to see them^ at Arima, and reverie 
under a lAnden-tree. 



Head-Qoarten, Pui&to de EspANii, Feb, tSoj. 
I>EAR SIR, 

Puerto de Espana, or port of Spaln,^ 
is situated about thirty miles from the Bocns del Drago, 
on the north-east side of the gulf of Paria, having a 
jetty quay of masonry, with a battery en barbette, built 
by the Spaniards, almost even with the water's edge, for 
the defence of the town on the west side. The lown is 
laid out regularly enough, but the houses are shabby, 
yet admirably well adapted to roast human beings alive ; 
environed with lofty mountains in a semicircular manner, 
as if the founders intended it for an oven. Contiguous 
to it, in a southerly direction, is the great Savanna of 
Caroni, a large tract of land, drowned in the rainy sea« 
sons, which renders (he town unhealthy a great part of 
the year. A town thus situated^ built in the lap of a 
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xamiAcd rivulet^ erinoeft th« short sighted policy dTtitosd 
who projected it^ as well ai of thoee vfao hate since 
governed the Isknd. 

Ovange Grove Barracks adjacent^ were bnik siaoe the 
conquest^ in the lap of the same rtvukt ahio^ as if no 
othei spot could be found than that inhospitable one 
within ten miles yonnd ; the conseqwenee i«> as might 
)>e naturally expected^ falal to the troops. He who 
ofdered them to be eFected on this tinhealthy sile^ did 
not consider how many it would murder t — No ; I am 
infonned, he attended principiAy to the cheae-faringM 
and candk^neh ! 

l^haps there is not, a local spot m the universe that 

can boast of such a medley of inhabitants^ English, 

Scotch, Irish, Welch, Spaniards, Germans^, Swiss> 

Italians, Americans, and French ; the latter are the most 

numerous, having been particularly encouraged and 

regarded as favourites, you know by whom. Indeed ht 

has encouraged aQ denominations to settle in preference 

to the British, numbers of whom have been oppressed 

and banished ; and to convince you of his good will 

towards them, at a late ball, they were all, if we except 

M one or two of his pimps, excluded.^ You may well anti^ 

' eip^te his reason for this, which 1 take to be, they win 

be themcMce pliant in accommodating him with addresses 

when he is recalled, or rather when he is taken home ♦ 

to be tried for the crimes alleged agimist him, of which 

*^ The author was not premature in this conjecture, for we find 
him addressed on die 4th of June fbllowingy prior to his taking 

ii66 Foreigners* 
49 British, niosdyk office 
under him» the nagorit^^ of whom were here when the Idand was 
tdnquere(U and on whom, sonie paint wiU be hMowed in the sulh 
sequent Letters. 



£4 TBAVJEX.S IK TBIKIHAI). Xc^.S.] 

I nvedn to give you the outliiies b^ore that peno^i 
which IS fast apfHroxim^ting* . 

The Bay of Paria is one of die safest and most 
spacious in any part of the^ world. It is in the fpnn of 
a hotse-shoe,. extending above seventy miles, having a 
depth of water of from five to sixteien fathoms, where 
ships may anchor in all places within a mile of the shore 
in good holding ground. Abarcromby Tower, situated 
on a height above the Port, serves as an e^^cellent land* 
mark, and may be seen from the Boc«ses. As I learn 
there has been much money expended, to nq purpose, 
on this folfy, but to benefit some folks, I had the curiosity 
to examine it the other day.^ Ascending the height, I 
discovered an old tract of lava, calcined lime-stone and 
cinders. I traced , it a considemble distance, until I 
arrived almost at the Tower, when I observed two 
craters of considerable depth, but not v^ry wide. I 
threw sever^ large stones into the cavity, ond heard 
them rolling for ten seconds : hence I have no doubt of 
i^ having been a volcano at some perjiod or ol^i^. I 
mean before I leave the Island to pay ^ them another 
visit, prepa^r^d with a line to measure the depth sy|d 
diameter of both. This Tower, facing the bay, is d/e- 
fended with something m the shape of an half-fiqjb^ed 
battery, and a few pieces of ordnance carelessly^ ^J^^ 
about dismounted, though a great quantity of stone, 
lime, and wood are here heaped together, and. must have 
cost the nation a pretty penny before they were dragged 
up this height ; I am certam it would puzzle Vaub«an, 
if he were alive, to discover the intent and miming of 
erecting this stately pile, unless to. con^nemorate the 
action pf Aboukir — be Ais as it may, I am sure there is 
not such another/o//y between dus and Scanderoon! Ah! 
John Bull ! I have seen on my travels, much, too much 
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of thy hard earnings squandered away, on many a foolish 
project' in this, as well as in other colonies, particularly 
in the provinces of Nova Scotia, NesSr Brunswick, &c. 
These are mere bagatelle?— yoiir gejierpus ijim4 Revolts 
at inquiring after items. 

I am just returned from paying my respects to the 
First Commissioner, Colonel Fullabton, which some- 
thing or other prevented me from doing before. A 
secret satisfaction unaccountably stole across my mind 
as I approached him^ for affability was depicted on his 
countenance : — 

To man he pleads in truth and wisdom's cause. 
Chastises vice, deals Yirtue herjeward, 
Suppprts the pulpit, and supplief ^? laws ♦f 

POPt* 

I spent an hour with this exceljiept ma^ ia }^s ^udy« 
It was the most a^preeable hour I ever spent : piob^iMy 

I shall never expeirience s^ch another, 1;)ujt 

'Tis not for mortals always to be blest* 

AllBlSTROKd. 

In private and in public, no naan is njore deservedly 
esteemed ;— few men will be ranked with him on the 
score of virtue, humanity, and benevolence, for his h^art 

II dilated with the milk of human kindness. 

The ^3^ .t^»i's w(»th fifl»bit]0d» is attained 
9y ^n^ alone, $m4 dignity of mifid. 
Virtue, the streoj^ a;[id beauty of tbesod^ 
Is the ben gift ^f heaven : a happiness 
That even above the smiles and frowns of fitte^ 
Exalts great Nature's ^vourites : a wedth 
71^ ae'er eiionaiber^ Aor u> baser hftfids 

* Colonel Fpl}ano;9h$t9bi^nifiayy)ef^i |iieiubv ^;%^u^9t 
§9r the shire of Ayr in Scotland. 

D 



26 TEAVELft IN TRINIDAD. [Let. 2* 

Ombe transfcrr'd : it b the only good 
Man justly boasts of, or can call his own. 
Riches are oft by guilt and baseness eam'd ; 
Or dealt by chance, to shield a lucky knave. 
Or throw a cruel sunshine 00 a fooL 

Armitromg. 

In a word> this amiable man will prove a blessing to 

the wretched inhabitants of this colony, consequently 

' they will spon be as happy as they have hitherto been 

miserable! Experience proclaims his value^ and the 

murmurs of discontent are rapidly vanishing away. 

The sacred olive wreath shall grace his head. 
That wreath, so often purchased by his care. 

There are ivTO Negto' Regiments stationed here, com- 
posed of negroes taken from the French colonies, and 
commanded by French officers. The arming and 
training so -many of these hirelings, after the mournful 
scenes and horrid barbarities of tiieir committing we 
have witnessed in St Domingo> is surely not the prudent 
dictates of wisdom. It has probably been done for 
the best intention, to save the valuaUe lives of Euro- 
peans ; but it is like ^' sparing the rod and spoiling the 
child/* and the latent seed, though benevolently sown,^ 
will yet prove a curse to the British Empire. Pr«^, 
what tie is there to bind a black hireling tp be faithful 
to his duty i Has he that vernacular attachment, ani- 
mated with the sacred flame o( amor patriey that distin- 
guish the soldiers of other free nations ? No, my friend, 
all his actions spring from lust and brutality, without 
which his bosom would be an empty void. The late 
ferocity of one of the Negro Corps m OomiBica, where 
they murdered their officers (mostly British, I believe)> 
is a striking presage of their future conduct* 



y 
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A worthless sort there arc of human Idnd, 
^ No oath can tie, no gratitude can.bindy' 

Many of them were, you know what, in St. Do- 
mingo, &c. — Hence, devoid of every principle which 
distinguishes the human species from the brute creation,* 
a ferocious excitement stimulates them to crimes, as 
niuch as the crocodiles of the Nile wlien they seize and 
devour young children. It may be asked. What has 
hitherto reetrained them from evincing their natural 
propensity ? I say the fear of the European troops, and 
nothing else. — Believe i^ie, SiK, I tremble for the fate of 
the colonies, if the evil is not removed, especially as the 
Island of St. Domingo will,' in the end, be free *. 

I have heard, before I left England, some of the 
advocates for maintaining a Black force in the West 
Indies assert, that every dependance might be placed on 
the loyalty of the black troops, and have felt inclined to 
believe them like other soldiers in a relative degree; 
but since I have been among them in St. Domingo, 
where they were kept under the greatest subjection by 
officers of their own colour, I am fully convinced to the 
contrary, and look upon them, when I see them pass 
my window, with abhorrence. I am also convinced 
they do not know the meaning of loyalty. To find 
a Negro that does, would be as singular a pheno- 
menon as a preposterous birth — fishes feeding on dry 
land — or a pregnant mule, which Naturalists, with much 
truth, maintain to be incapable of breeding — or even a 
shower of pebbles from the clouds ! ! — It is but justice 
to acknowledge how well they stand fatigue in this 
climate; this docs not, however, create astonishment; 
white Creoles will stand it equally as well, because it i*^ 

* This prediction Is sioc« verified. 
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more congenial to their constitations, than it is to those 
of the majority of Ettropeaos; diis is particniariy striking 
arid evident from the nmnber of New Negroes who 
perish the first year of their importation. 

With a view to prevent, or, in some degree, meliorate 
this calamity — t mean that of losing so many fellow- 
subjects — permit me. Sib, to propose a scheme, which, 
1 apprehend, would go a great way to avert the evil you 
complain of, and might be carried into effect with very 
little expence, and maintained without difficulty, espe* 
cially as there is no law to prevent the female sex from 
breeding in this colony. 

This project I have bad in view ever since t travelled 
in St. Domingo— it is a White I^opulation, which ought 
to consist of Scotch Highlanders — ^a hardy race, that 
will vegetate in any climate, tod less given to intern-* 
perance than others. I h^ve had an opportunity o( 
seeing them prosper in other climates, more dfeatructive 
to the constitution than the climate of Trinidad*. In the 
East Indies, it is a well known fact that the ^climate agrees 
superiorly with them, or they agree with the climate. 
Here, indeed, it is more salubrious ; which, in the course 
ef my correspondence, I hope to be able to prove fron^ 
physical events. Would it not be generous as welt as 
politic, in the Governiiient to bestow, a little attention,, 
to inquire into the present situation of the Highlanders 
of Scotland ? — ^thousands of whom have been driven, as 
it were, to seek shelter in the United States of America, 
tlow inany hundreds of them have' been discharged 
since the treaty of Amiens, who can never look towards 
home but with a tear /— ^Yes, the avarice of thc^ land- 
holder has made theni exiles ! — hence, these very land^ 

* The swampy shores rf North *nd South Carolina. 
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holders may be said to be the vital enteues of Ibe 
country^ for their sordidaess has > almost depopalated 
the Highlands of Scotland. 

America^ by her prudent foresight in cultivating the 
peaceiiii arts^ has extended her philanthropic arm to 
embrace^ from each quarter of the globe^ the distressed 
of every nation *, whether virtuous or vicious^ aikl 
where suffering humanity (to use Jefferson's language) 
' will find (except the mUwn of negroes already in slavery) 
a secure retreat fr<mi oppression^ Thus we see the 
United States every day acquiring wealth and strength 
by the cruel rack-rented policy of the land-holders of 
Britain. These are lamentable ftcts^ worthy the atien^ 
tion of those British patriots who extend their views to 
Sierra Leone^ Otaheite^ &c» instead of looking at bome^ 
in a corner of the Island^ K>r suffiertag humanity, vrhose 
situation has been admirably depicted by the learned 
and pious Dr. Smith, of Campbeltown, Argyleahire; to 
which, if you Will pardon tlie digression, I shall beg 
leave to add a circumstance which came within my own 
knowledge in the early pari of 1796« It is thus .* — Lord 

, soon after the late war commenced, rkised 

three Fencible battalions on his estote in the counties of 
Argyle and Perth, levied on his tenants and taken away 
like the conscripts in France, and carried in covered 
waggons, some chained, with ^^ B ••••••• • Volunteers*^ 

painted on it ! The factor or steward manages all the 
business. It so happened that there was an old man 
living on some pait of the estate in the county of Argyle> 
^ho occupied a misemble hut, and a small piece of 

* Since this letter has been written, the State of South Carolina has 
opened her ports for the introduction of slaves only, from Africa. 
Notwithstanding their boasted freedom, and acclamations of inde^ 
pendeace, &c. the Kttk bland is still the ^eta of real liberty. 
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tterUe gronnd roimd it^ and withal yery poor^ but wbq> 

by some means or odier, had contrived to give three song 

he had, a classical education. The poor old man wa» 

ordered to appear before the Steward Bashaw^ when the 

following conTcrsation ensued : 

Ba$/iaw. — ^Jobn, I understand yoa have tliree sons 

capable of bearing amis^ and as my Lord wants mea 

you must surrender them immediately. 

Poor Man. — It is true I have three dutiful sons, but 
they have been long independent of their father. Were 
I so ridiculous as to make a proposition to them pf this 
nature, I fe4r they would imagine my senses had left 
me. What, said the old man, leave their present pur- 
suits to shouldelr a musket— fye upon it! 

Bashaw. — ^Pray, Sit, what are your sons more than 
those of any other <^ his Loirdsfaip's tenants ? 

A gentleman present answered the Bashaw ; his eldest 
son^ Sir, is a merchant — the second is in London, fol* 
lowing one of the liberal profes»OQs — and the youngest 
is studying physic ; it is not^ therefore, probable that 
either will go to be common soldiers, to pleuRge 3rott or 
their father. 

Basham — It makes no difference; if we cannot get his 
sons he must provide substitutes ; if not Fll eject him 
instantly. What business had the old fool to give any 
education to his children — he ought to have kept them 
at our disposal. 

The poor old man was partial to the barren spot on 
which he had lived all the days of his life ; and before 
be could think of being turned away from it, rather 
chose to furnish substitutes; but the second son hearing 
of Ais transaction, threatened to expose the noble Lord 
if he did not disavow the knowledge of those proceed-^ 
ings, and turn away his steward — with which his Lord-» 
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ship thought proper to comply. I have related Ais 
circumstance merely to shew you how the Highlanders, 
are treated by their Landlords^ which forces them to 
emigrate : Yet those I have seen in the United Stales 
are, nevertheless^ discontented^ and wish themselvea 
again on their native hills. 

The advantages which would lesoh fr^Hn an jiidii&*. 
trious White Population are various^ to dilajle whkb 
will , form a part of my future letters. At lun^sent it wiU 
be necessaiy to turn my atteotioii towards descrihing th6 
Island as well as I ami able from the information I have 
already collected. ^ . 

^RiNiDAD is the largest and sputhemmost of all the 
Leeward Islands^ measuring, as it is said^ in its' extreme 
length from east to west, 60 British miles, and firom 
north to south 45 miles, (X)ntaining 2,400 square 
miles, superficial measure, possessing many superior 
advantages over any other Island in the West Indies, 
and, like Tobago, without the reach of hurricanes. It 
/was discovered bj'^ Christopher 0>lunibus, on his third 
voyage, July 31, 1498, and so named from i^appear- 
ance at thirteen leagues distance from the S. E. part of it, 
.having three heads or mountains above all the rest. 
He found it inhabited by Caribs, who were almost all 
destroyed or carried away in the year 1518, when the 
inhuman Spaniards made captives of all the free and 
happy Aborigines they could find, to work their mines^./ 
What good the Catholic Rdi^on has done for other 
nations I am not able to discriminate, but it has exter* 
minated millions of inoffensive mortab in. this part of 
the world ; still priests tell us, that the light of the 
gospel has proved a blesaiiig to other countries, but, 
alas! we see tlie .baneful eflfects it has produced in the 
western hemisphere. Fediaps it is prudent to let the 
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Catfiolic religion alone; for^ by descanling on the 
fauoientable scenes acted by Cortez and his followers^ 
I may stand a chance of encountering somfe Papal 
&ander, or the hurricanes of his priests^ and as I wish 
to avoid both^ I shall return to the Indians again. 
There are eight settlements of them in the Island^ viz. 
Arnna, Toco^ Gayaeo^ Comana^ Montserat^ Savana^ 
Gfwpde^ and Siparia. /iProm the census taken soon aUter 
die Island way conquered in 1797> it appears there were 

305 Men ^ 

401 Womai 

190 Boys 

186 Girls 

Total . 108^) ^ . V 

lliey are sober; peaceable^ and inJustrious,; expert in 
clearing land, and gave great satisfection to those 
planters who employed them. Inspired with a wish to * 
see those innocent children of Nature, I set out one t 
morning — ^took the road to Arima — ^and reached St.^ 
Joseph de Oruna, formerly the capital, and residence of 
the Governor^* about seven miles to the eastward, in 
little more than a couple of hours. ('Just before I ap- 
proached this city, s^ called,^altbough it does not de* 
serve the name of village-^ 1 laidmyself down under 
the shade of a linden-tree ; feeling in my coat-pocket, I 
found a little volume whidi was given me by) an amiable 
young lady. Miss Franks, of Philadelphia. In many 
of my former letters f I have had occa^on to mention 

♦ Wkat constitutes a City in die United States of America is a 
Tavern and a Blacksmidi's shop. . 

t The Lettersiiere shaded tOy €(Mataln the Autlipr's Travds ia 
ihe United States of hxmksu N#va $cotia# Kqw Bnmswicky ft 
PomingDy &c vJU«h wiU prciiablf W pd^fobed wbijKih^itlB^^ 
at leisure. 
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this ladj, who is the patroness of every thing excellent 
and praise-worthy— distinguished for intelligence, mo- 
desty, virtue, and religion — is indeed an ornament of 
the American fair, and to the nicer sensibilities of the 
heart adds the grateful garb of humanity. ^ Who can 
J '^ estimate female worth ?J—Who can be indifferent to the 
^^ charms of female excellence T — ^Uhder Mr. Hastead's 
roof, in the woods near Perth-Amboy, I spent the most 
agreeable part of the last summer, in ihe company of 
this lady and the Miss Hastead's, equally amiable^ 
To perceive them vying with each other in expressions 
of filial affection, smoothing the brow of declining 
years^ and diminishing the burden accumulated by the 
decriptitude of age, might gratify the benevolence of m. 
angel. To their lot (especially the youngest) had fallen 
no unconmaoi^ share of beauty— their tempers were 
sweet — and their minds were improved by a suitable 
education. When at leisure we rambled through the 
woods; but every morning we hailed the rising sun^ 
and our spirits were exhilarated by contemplating the 
beauties of nature. The mocking bird entertaining us 
with variety of notes— the song of joy and the laugh of 
mirth were heard amongf us — ^but the period of departure 
surprised me by its sudden arrival — and I bade the 
happy family adieu, not without the tenderest senti- 
ments of regret— yes, to exchange those peaceful shades^ 

(For) distant climes, a dreary scene, 
Where half the convex world intrudes between, 
Through torrid tracks with fainting steps (I) go. 
Where wild Altama murmurs to their woe. 
Far different there from all that charm'd before. 
The various terrors of that horrid shore ; 
Those blazing suns, that dart a downward ray* 
And fiercely shed intolerable day ; 

E 
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Those tftttted DTOOcby where bfrdi forget to sing^ 
But silent bats in drowsy dusters cling ; 
Those poisonous fields* with rank luxuriance crown'd. 
Where the dark scorpion gathers death anmnd ; 
Where at each step the stranger fears to wake 
The rattfiog terrors of the vengeful snake ; 
Where crouching dgers wait thdr hapless prey» 
And sarage men» more murd'rou^sdll dun they ( 
While oft in whirls the mad tornado flies* 
Mingling the ravaged landscape with the skies ; 
Far difibent these from every former scene* 
The cooling boook* the grassy vested green* 
The breezy covert of the warbling grove* 
That only sheltered thefts of harmless love. 

{mkf Franks C and tbc amiable slaters have often ^ i 
/ recurred to my mind^^their private and social virtue* 
' press forcibly on my heart-Hmay their days and nights 

be without a cloud — and, when they quit this troubled , ^ 
/ theatre, may they be admitted ad patres, clothed 

in robes of inmiortal beauty^ is the pf&yer of their 
, grateful friend, &c. 
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Meverie continued — The present state of the Indians of 
Arima — Census of the Colony in 1797 — Natural Mis' 
tory of the Orange and Tamarind Trees-^Of the 
Crape, Indian .Com, and Cocoa — Ancient and Modem 
method of making Chocolate, together with its Medici^ 
nal Virtues. 



DEAR SIR. 

1 FINISHED my last ktter just as I had 
stretched my wearied limbs under the fragrant shade of 
the hospitable linden-tree, with the little volume still 
unopened in my hand^ thinking on the many happy 
hours that glided away during my delightiiil solitude in 
Ihe woods near Perth-Amboy. Why did I refuse those 
who wished, nay entreated me, to take up my abode 
with the Dryades f 

But me, m^ destintfd such delights to shaw, 
My prime of liie in waDcfering spent and cam, 
ImpelPd, with steps unceasing, to pursue 
Some fleeting good, that mocks me with the Tiewi 
That, like the circle bounding earth and skies. 
Allures from far, yet, as I follow, flies ; 
My fortune leads to traverse realms alone, 
And find m spot of all the world my own* 

Goldsmith* 
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I now opened Miss F/s present*, and the first thing 
that struck my eye was the following passage of the 
students^ dream :^-^^ The inexperience and rashness of 
'' youth call loudly for the guidance of old age. Peri- 
'' lous is the voyage of life. Many precious cargoes 
'^ are lost in the tempestuous passage. Several indivi- 
" duals have I seen, even in my time, embarking with 
'^ the flattering prospect of gaining the desired haven ; 
'^ but, alas! the surly winds arose — the unmerciful 
^^ tempest howled — the face of heaven grew black and 
'^ lowering — and the devouring waves swallowed up 
*^ their vessel. It sunk, and, ah ! it rose no more. In 
^ most Raises the want of an intelligent and ejcperienced 
'' pilot occasions the dreadful catastrophe, 

'^ The trickling tear and the heaving sigh recal not 
'^ past circumstances. Regret, therefore, should have 
*^ a favourable influence over the future, regulating 
*' conduct^, and pr^vqnting additional sorrow. In your 
^^ present situation you need minute directions. Are 
*^ you not destitute of a tutor's advice ? Do you not 
'^ resemble a child bereaved of its parents? Strictly 
*^ speaking, you are at literary orphan.'' So I am, said 
I, hearing a noise; and lifting up my eyes to see if I 
could perceive the Student's sqmmeil monitor. No ; it 
was a couple of female slaves at a small distance, with 
large heavy iron chains, which hung all round them, 
rivetted to an iron collar round the neck, and again to 
their ankles. These chains were so weighty that the 
poor unfortunate creatures were almost sinking under 
the grievous load, fastened on by the wicked followers of 
Christianity. Good God! I thank thee forever for 
having given my body a white colour — WksX misery 
Jiavel escaped? 

* JuTtnile Pieces. 
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Dipping a little farther into thk Dream : — ** The 
^^ elegant endearments of female friendship soften the 
*^ heart, meliorate the disposition, annihilate eccentri- 
1^ cities, and produce on the whole of life the most 
'' amiable effects." It maj so, said I, in any other 
country, but in the western world, man's heart, if it was 
Boft before, will turn hard ; female friendship is salacity 
with him, and female excellence is slavery. I was going 
to shut my book with disgust, when the names of 
Dryden, Otway, Savage, and Chatterton attracted 
niy eye; the career of the latter is thus pathetically 
described : 

Ah ! who can tell how hard it is to climb 

The steep where fame's proud temple shines a&r ? 

Ah! who can tell how many a soul sublimet 

Has felt the influence of malignant star, 

And wag'd with' fortune an eternal war ; 

Check'd by the scoff of pride — by enTy*s froWn, 

And poverty's unconquerable bar ? 

In life's low vale remote has pin'd alone, 

Then dropp'd into the grave, unpitied and unknown. 

BSATTIlw 

Alas ! poor Chatterton, such was thy fate ! It is 
strange, that though England abounds with charitable 
institutions, there should be nothing of this kind formed 
adequate to the relief of indigent genius. For the 
future I am determined to study no other book but 
Cocker's Arithmetic; it will be my Prayer-book and Bible^ 
, and leave the pursuit of knowledge to others, to try if 
t can multiply as many numbers as will promote an 
institution of this nature. My mind is now thoroughly 
fitted to imbibe the dictates of wisdom, for it has passed 
through the progressive stages of painful conviction. 
I put the elegant little volume in my pocket. As I pr«- 
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ceeded on my journey^ I iitnagiiied I taraced die foot- 
<itiep3 of Sir Walter.Raleigh, wIm> yftia here t:Rro hundred 
and eight years ago^ employing his genius and riddng 
his life to enhance the dignity and spleiidour of his 
-country. The reward he met with is an enGOuraganent 
.for me to study Cocker. In ccmtempladng the life of 
thi& immortal ornament^ who lived for his countiy 
rather than Jiimself^ we must he fully imjnressed with 
^e truth of this maxim, /^ That amlAtion, however 
'^ honourably di^layed^ is seldom the path that leads 
^^ to private felicity." How beautifiilly the bemgn 
poet delineated the character of this great man* ; 

Wko can speak 
The nuitieroas worthies of die iBaidefi4«igQ? 
In Raleigh mark thdr every glory mixM ; 
Raleigh ! the scoiu^ t]£ Spain ! Whose breast, wi& aS 
The Sage, the Patriot, and the Hero bam'd; 
Nor sunk bk vigour when a coward^ieign 
The Warrior fetter'd, and at last itsign'd. 
To glut the vengeance of a vanquished foe. 
Then active stilly and unrestrain'd his mixKl, 
lEss^r'd the vast extent of ages past. 
And with his prison hours enrich'd the world ; . 
Yet found no times, in all the long research. 
So glorious or so baie as those he prov'd 
In which he conquered, and in which he bled. 

Thomson. 

I banished these reflections v^ith an involuntary tear 
to the memory of Raleigh, occasioned, in some degree, 
by my assimilated situation. To be briefj^ 1 arrived at 
Arimai here I familiarized myself with these innocent 
creatures : I envied their situation, and their harmless 
minds; yet, on the other hand, pitied the blindness of 

♦ Mavor's Nepos. 
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their ideas, which were so modulated as to suit the 
machinations of their teachers. (In this, as weD as in the 
rest of the settlements, there is a Catholic Missionarj>/ 
who has the care of their souls, and stiles himsdf their 
'^ Moral Preceptor,** — ^^ the immediate Agent of the 
^' Ommpotent God,*" and *' the Purifier of Souls,** &c. 
The ascendancy he has over them is astonishing. They 
may be truly said to be priest-ridden, for they undergo 
the most rigid discipline. They are encouraged in their 
zeal with a view of supporting a species of slavery, which 
facilitates the devotion of their persons (I mean the fe« 
males) to the service of their religious guides. If any; of 
'them^^among the tribe, violate the seventh command^ 
ment, they are excommunicated ; the privilege of violating 
it is reserved to themselves. A number of the most 
comely of the females, from the age of fourteen to 
nineteen, are takAi into the holy father's house, whom 
\ he nourishes and cherishes until some swain makes an 
* overture of marriage to them. Should the holy father, 
approve iS£ the match, the ceremony is immediately 
performed, and he then delivers the njrmph to her swain 
*^ a very woman and a very wife.** I was not surprised 
; to find a seraglio in this comer of the world, though 
\ kept by a pecuniary retailer of absolution and a puri* 
fier of souls ! But who could resist charms powerful . 
enough to seduce even Ulyisei himself from his mj^t/ 
and actually subdue the apetites of Seneca, though not 
hig reason t Here the old goat of Piccadilly might feast 
forever ! And here, indeed, as well as in other Roman 
Catholic countries, the priests endeavour to defeat hu-* 
man reason, and throw a daik veil over truth. « 

The following table will shew you the progress the 
Spaniards made in the population of this Colony during 
very near three hundred years possession : 
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waiTct. 


COLOOK. 


lLATBf< 


Men - 924 . 


1196 


. 4164 


Women 590 . 


1624 


. 3505 


Bop - 301 . 


895 


. 1232 


Girls - 266 . 


751 


. 1108 



2^081 4,466 10,009— Total 16^56. 

I find by a report laid before Parliament on the IQlh 
May, that during that period about 400 lots, 128,000 
acres have b6en granted by the Spanish government ; 
but there is only a small portion of those grants 
under cultivation. Such apathy opginates in a 
great degree from their baneful laws, so corrosive to 
human happiness, and destructive to the efforts of 
industry. 

Probably no Island in the universe is more fertile- 
It produces grapes and oranges of the most exquisite 
flavour — citrons, lemons^ &c. The Aurantiuniy or 
orange-tree, according to Linnaeus, is a species of Citrus , 
or citron-tree, which grows here in great abundance, 
wearing a continual verdure, and bearing at the same 
time a fragrant bloom of flowers and a diversity of fruit, 
some in their infant state, and others in their full 
maturity. It is a genus of the order of Icosandria, 
belonging to the Polyadelphia class, being the second 
order of the eighteenth class. The caylx is a very 
small deciduous perianthium, formed one leaf, plane 
the base, and divided into five denticulations at the 
top; the coroDa consists of five oblong, plane, patent 
petals. The fruit is called a berry, covered with a 
thick fleshy rind; the pulp being formed into vesicles, 
and having nine cells, in each of which there are two 
and sometimes three seeds, of a sub-oval figure^ and 
callous substance. 
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' Of this genus Dnnseus distinguishes no more than 
two species : — 1st, The Citrus with linear petioles, com- 
prehending the citron and lemon-trees. — 2d, The Citrus 
with winged petioles, or the orange-tree. Hence the 
eitron, lemon, and orange-trees tvere reckoned three 
distinct genera of plants by former botanists. Linnaeus 
however, only reckons two species of the same genus^ 
He makes the lemon-tree a variety of the citron-tree. » 
The first of these species is originally a native of Media, 
Assyria, and Persia, and the second species of India, th^y 
were first brought to Europe by the Portuguese. It 
is said that the very first China orange-tree, which was so 
called from having been originally brought from China, 
and from which variety of the orange-tree, all the 
European trees of the same sort have been propagated, 
is still preserved at Lisbon. This is very probable> 
because the trees of this genus are found to be the 
longest lived plants, perhaps^ of any other ; several of 
tiiem have been kept in gardens near three hundred 
years, BXki even, then retained the appearance of their 
youthful vigour* There are several varieties from each i 
of the two species. Seville in Spain gives a name to a 
variety of the orange-tree, which is celebrated for the 
agreeable aeidity of its juice. In the West India Islands 
they pay no attention' to them, consequently their fruit 
is not to be compared to tfie fruit of Spain and Portugal, 
where they are made an article of commerce. 
' The Grs^, which is so delicious in this Island, might 
find ample range for cultivation on the side of the 
mountains, and might produce wine of the quality of 
^Xadeira. I should recommend the experiment, butthe 
experimental planter is not to be found in the Island, 
imless^ Colonel FuUarton (who I believe is fond of th$ 
study) promote it^ the point will not be ascertained* 

F 
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T1)0 Viae, according to die system of LinaasiiB^ coo^ti-^ 
futes a genus of the order of rtfae Monagynia^ beloBgiiig 
tO' tke Pewtcmdria Cha&y being the first order c^ the fiftb 
class. The calyx is a very small periaaduiua> divided 
into five parts ; tbe corolla consists of five small deci*" 
duous petals; the stamina are five awl-shaped filaments, 
erect, patent, and deciduous ; the anther^B are sim^^, 
and the germen is oval ; there is no st^rle; the stigma is 
obtuse and capitated ; the fruit is a large round b^dnry, 
containing only one cell; tbe seeds are five, and are 
osseous^ semi^rbiculaf, but tuibinated, ewdatod, «id 
Aarrow at ^ base. 

He distii^puisbes.sevisir species, but of dmie none 19 
cultivated for use, e^sccept the common vine ; of whidv 
however tj^ere are many varieties.^ It is a native of 
Asia, where there aj?^ four or five i^i^ecies of lacge grapes*^ 
Tbe vines are dii^sed on raised wocks, of lafttioe^ 
iKhich form so many arbours^ u«der which the natives 
enjoy a refreshing shade, but are not so well acquainted 
with the <:ultuie and manageoieat of it, or the method 
of conduct^ig the prooess of a vintage, as the Fxencb 
and Portuguese* 

TheTamariact-tree«ieomm<»i. This tree bearsatarr 
jtgreeahle fruit, sometimes eaJled Dates^ and sometimea 
caUed the Indian Acacia. The bark oi it reaemUes an Asb 
or Wahmt^ee, but its leaves those of the female I^ ;. 
its flowers are joined eight or ten t<^ether, similar ta 
those of the orai^e-tree ; its fruit is in a pod about the 
kngth of one's fiAger^ but somewhat thidcer, covered at 
first with a green xind> which afterwards beoomes faHnra, 
and contains a blackijsb aeid pulp^ among whidn ase 
found seeds, resembling lupines. Thos pulp is naed ia 
medicine^ being a geotle laxative, cording, and proper 
to qurach thirst; hence, myserviceaUe in buixu^g 
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levers^ a common oomplmnt in tvopicft! climates ; tam»- 
jrinda ane also good in diarrbceas^ and are much com- 
mended ki a flux of the fasemordkokh, from a billiout 
jokd acrimonious blood. 

Formei^ Maize or Indian Com, wae cultivated here 
in' such quantities as not only to supply their own 
4Gonsi«nption^ but that of the Isknd of Margarittaj 
sod other places. The ear of ttus com is certainly a 
great natural curiosity. It is generally from eight to* 
ten inches^ aad sometimes a foot long, consisting of 
•eeveral rows of grain, commonly nine-or ten, according 
to the goodness of the soil, each row containing about 
*M»ty grams ; but, in Tercera, t)ne of &e Aaores or 
WestCTn Islands^ I have seen ears which commonly 
Measured Airty inches, with twelve rows of ^in. 
The ear is wonderfully clothed by the agency of the 
Almighty Being. He, indeed, is incomprehensible, 
jfcut without him it is impossible for any thing to be in^ 
telligible, and when, as an intelligent author observes ♦, 
jfeis interpositbn is once supposed, it is easy to conceive 
the possibility of producing all things. He alone was 
•capable of forming the matter which constitutes all 
bodies, and none but himself could extract out of this 
matter several elements, ^ach of which is perpetually 
llie same, although their different combinations form an 
infinite variety of bodies. The Almighty then, in the 
plenitude of his wisdom, has furnished the generality of 
«eeds with a covering of wood, and has not thought it 
proper to afford one of equal strength to the substance 
of fruits, which in reality is no more than a covering or 
definiGe to the seed. His wisdom and special care are 
inanifest;^ when we examine the care hs has taken, bj 
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enclosing some particular fruits in a light skin^ others 

in a solid bark. Observe the Chesnuts which are de^ 

signed the food of whole nations^ they are still better 

fortified ; if they were not, the little lairds would destroy. 

Ihem in th^ir infant state ; therefore to preserve them 

from such insults, nature has shagged Uieir outHside 

with prickles ; and if we are indulged in a modest 

attempt to discover the reason of such a proce^iog, we 

may clearly perceive how it intipiates to us^such a pre-^ 

civution, as their delLca^ fpod would attract all the 

birds, and, would deprive man pf their advantages, did 

not their shaggy prickly cover prevent those animals 

froipL injuring them yfiih their biljs. The ear of this 

com is armed with a strong thick husk, which Qot only. 

defends ft from heavy ^nd unseasonable rains, but ia 

other psuts where it is cultivated, from the night colds^ 

and from birds that WQuld prey upon it in its tender 

slate. Jts st^k grow3 to ^d^. height of eight or ten feet, 

mor^ or less, according to the state of the soil in which 

it is sowp. In the states of Virginia and Maryland, the 

militia commonly use them instead of muskets* ^ It was 

to me a truly ludicrous scene to ?ee them exercise witK 

these mopk guns. What a happy thjng would it he for 

the human r^e, if other n^tiops would^ ip future, adopt 

their example, and make war with corn stalks pnly ?-^-^ 

One tiring, however, i^ certain, that the Corsican 

Usurper coujd n^ver mount the throne of JFr^nce vith n 

^orn-stalk! 

The m^nn^r pf plapting jt js in parallel rows about 
four feet asunder, ^^d continued regularly in the mannei:, 
of a hop-ground, When it is grown up to a proper, 
height, they cut up the weeds and lopsen the cartl^ 
about it, with a broad hoe, repeating it as often as the 
W€«ds make the labour ^epessary. Wheft thp $t^ 
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begins to grow high, a little earth is drawn about it; 
and upon the sprouting of the ear, as much earth is 
scraped up as will make a little hill, like a hop-hill ; 
aftec which no farther trouble is necessary till harvest. 
In the United States of America they use the plough, 
and plant it similar to the manner we plant and culti- 
vate potatoes. The husks that grow about the ear, I 
have observed in my former Travek, the Indian women 
slit into narrow slips ; and weave xthem into curious . 
baskets of various fashions. The natives of the United 
States ure remarkably fond of the maize, and, when 
gsoand, they make it into mush and hommony, and eat 
it with molasses, llie young ears they boil, and eat off 
{he com, sometimes with butter, and sometimes with mo- 
lasses; at other times they roast it; so that in the season, 
which is about July and August, your ears are assailed 
every evening in the towns, with the cries — *^ Hot Com, 
'^ Roast Corn,*' 8tc. We ought, however, to offer up 
our gratitude to the great Author of Nature, for a nour- 
ishment the most perfect of its kind^ and whose produc- 
tion is most easily accomplished. 
'We are informe^by Alcedo^ ihat this colony pro- 
/duced Cacao orjgooetft equally as good as^ that of the 
province of Caracca, which is esteemed the best by the' 
Spaniards ; and) Father Joseph ^umilla adds, that 
the traders preferred it to the latter, but says, '' the 
^^ plantations, or cocoa walks, have been so neglected 
I '^ since the year 17£7 that there are scarely any left on 
;^ the Island/' This chocolate nut tree is 'found in 
. several parts of the West Indies, but nowhere so plen- 
tifully as on the coast of Caraccas. It resembles our 
' dwarf apple-tree both in body and branches, but the 
leaf, which is of a deep green, is considerably broader 
V and larger. The auts you have seen ; th^y mc of ibt 
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colour^ and about the size of an afammd^ aad bai^ M- 
teen or eighteai together by a slender stringy film, . 
ixiolosed in a pod shaped like a cucumlmTy hot pointed 
at the upper end* A ripe pod is^of a beautifiil yellow, . 
intermixed with crimson streaks ; when dried it ahrivels j 
up and changes to a deep brown; ^ juice squeezed . 
from tiie mucilaginous pulp contained in the husk of . 
these nuts appears like cream, and has a very gnU^fiil taste- 
of a cordial quality ;f the nut is said to be so nutritious 
that an ounce of them contains more real nourishmem. 
tkaa a whole pound of beef. I know not how far Ihia 
is- ccnrrect, but a French physician of long practiee ab 
Cape Fian^ois^ in the island (^ St. Domingo, informed 
me, that he found it a yery effioaeions r^pmen aftei: 
£sver8> particularly in cases of debility occasioned bj^ 
the ckmate. ilThe ti«c is difficult to cultivate, because 
the climate k grows in is so hot that, to protect it from 
the great infliwnee of the son, they plant it in the shade 
of analher tcee, called the Mother of Cacao^ The pn>» 
fii arssii^ from the fruit is so co^iderable daat we axe 
told some of the plantations in the Caraccas yield 
aonuaUy 50001. Sterling. In many parts of the S^uiish / 
domimons the nuts ase used by the natives as monej^^ 
twelve or ftmrteen being esteemed equivalent to a Spi^ 
nish real, or about, sevenpence *. 

There is another account of this tree in Howard's 
Bictionary rf Arts and Science, which, as it is aa article 
of G>mnMrce, ought to be g^erally known, and the 
virtues of its fruit widely promulgated ; more especially 
as it supports my plan for a White Population in diia 
Wand, and supercedes the slavery of negroes* 

^ Bfeaudet of Nature and Art Displayed, in a Tour through the 
Worlds i4divoL 
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Cacao Nut» have a light agreeable Mnell, und an 
unctuou»^ bitterish^ rooghish (not ungrateiy) taste; 
those of Nican^;iia and Cwracca are the most agreeable 
and are the largest^ those of the French Antilles and our 
American Islands are the nMst wietiioiis. All sorts^ tho^ 
roughly comminuted and committed to press^ yield a 
considerable quantity of fluid oilj of the same general 
qualities with dK^e obtained from other seeds and ker- 
nels ; boiled in water they give out a large proportion, 
half tlie weight or more^ of a sebaceous matter^ which 
gradually concretes upon the surface as the liquor cools. 
For obtaining this product to the best advantage^ the 
Faculty of Paris, had directed die nuts to be slightly 
roasted in an iron pan, cleared from the rind and germ, 
kvigated on a hot stone, then diluted with a prpper 
quantity of hot water, and kept in a warm bath till the 
oil rises to the top^ which, when concreted^ looks 
brown, and, by repeated liquifactions in hot water, 
becomes white. This vegetable serum is not liable to 
grow rancid by long keeping, and hence recommended 
as a basis for odorifei^ous unguents, and die com- 
positions called Apoplectic Balsams. The principal 
use of these malis is for the preparation of the dietetic 
liquor Chocolate, a mild unctuous fluid, supposed to be 
serviceable in consumptive di^rderi^, emaciations, and 
an acrimonious state of the juices in the first passage. 
, What renders the fruit of this tree most fimious is its 
being the principal ingredient in chocolate a name given 
to a drink prepared from a kind of cake or confiture 
prepared from that nut, of a dusky colour, soft and 
oily, usually drank hot, and esteemed not only an 
excellent food, as beiag very xwMmshiiig, but also a good 
medicine ; at lea^t a diet for jceeping up the wanath of 
the stomach and promoting digestion. 
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[The Original Manner of making Chocolate is the 
very simple method made use o£ by the Indians. Tliey i 
only used. cacao-nut> maize> and^raw sugar^ as expressed ' 
from the canes, with a little ^hiotl * or rocou *, to. give 
it a colour; of these four drugs ground between two 
i stones^ and milled together in a certain proportion, they 
m^e a kind of bread, which serves them equally for 
jfolid food and for drink ; 'eating it when hungry, and 
steeping it in hot water when thirsty^ 

Method of making Chocolate now in use among the 
Spaniards of Mexico : — ^The fruit being ^thered from 
the cacao-tree, is dried in the sun, and the kernel taken 
out, and roasted at the fire in , an iron pan pierced full 
of holes ; then pounded in a mortar ; then ground on a 
marble stone with a grinder of the same matter, tiU it 
be brought to the consistence of .paste, mixing with it 
more or less sugar as it is more oi: less sweet. In pro-* 
portion as the paste advances, th/ey add scnne long 
peppe];, a little achiotl, and, lastly, vanilla : some add 
cinnamon, cloves, and anise ; and those who love per* 
fum^s, musk and ambergris. The/iiewest chocolate 
is esteemed the best, the drug never keeping well above v 
two yearS||but usually degenerating much before that 
time* It is to be kept in brown p^per, put up in a box, 
and that in another, in a dry place f. 

To this account I am tempted to add another, which 
yoi^ will find more explicit and satisfactory : Chocolatci 

♦ Achioti, or Achiotte, in botany, a name given by some authors 
to the Uraea or Omotto, called by other writers Orleana and Orellana. 
It 18 used chiefly in dying, but esteemed by physicians a good 
pre a at j tive against retentkMi of urine. In grinding of the Cacao, 
add the qoantitjr of two dnuas to a pound, to give it a reddish 
colov» te. • * 

t Howard's UctioQ»ry of Arts and Sciences. 
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a factitious sabBtance, first brought firom America 
about the beginning of the year 1600. Some diisolvc 
the substance in water^ others in milk^ and others 
in wine ; but water seems to be the best vehicle for it» 
as the most proper to distribute its nutritive parts, and^ 
promote digestion. The consumption of chocolate 
makes it chiefly proper for persons of cold constitu- - 
tions, for old people, for those who have their strength 
impaired by repeated watchings, and for those who 
travel in cold mornings. As it is of an oily and tena* 
cious nature. Dr. Cbeyne thinks it should not be used 
\>y t]^e weak and infirm either as an aliment or a medi- 
cine ; but be grants that it inay produce all the effects 
of a salutary food in vigorous and strong constitutions. 
It is confirmed by the experience of many physicians, 
that in hectic, scorbutic, and catarrhous disorders,' 
chocolate is a wonderful remedy, having wrought a 
cure after all other means had proved ineffectual. 
Hoffman affirms, that chocolate prepared with water 
contributes much to the cure of melancholic disorders 
y prising from a too weak and lax. state of the nerves, 
especially if we add to it a few drops of essence of 
amber. Dr. Stubbs, in the Philosophical Transactions, 
affirms (and Dr. James is of the. same opinion), that, 
well prepared chocolate is an excellent diet for those 
who are scorbutic, afflicted with the stone or arthritic 
pains, and to prevent convulsions ; yet some of the best 
physicians have observed, that drinking chocolate ta 
excess contributes to the formation of stones, especially 
in the gall-bladder : It is, however, agreed, tliat a man 
in perfect health may drink as much chocolate as he 
has appetite for, provided he finds himself refreshed, 
and \u% stomach not overloaded. In hot and sanguine 
constitutions the immoderate use of this liquoo by 

G 
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inspissating the blood, and rendering it less fit for cir- 
culation, produces inflammations of the viscera, fevers> 
and apoplexies. On account of the cjoentity of sugat 
that enters the composition of chocolate, it ought to h& 
avoided by those who are subject to hypocondriac fla* 
thlencies ; and the disadvantages arising from the im-^ 
moderate use of this drink, considered as prepared with 
Thirm water, must be plain to every one who reflects 
that the frequent use of warm water rdaxes the organs 
of digestion, and the solids in general, and must con- 
sequently prove pernicious. It i$ said that in Ne^ 
S^in there is such a quantity of ehocolale made aa.W 
Mse annually twelve milUons of pounds^of sugar''^* 



Believe ix^, very sincflrety. 



♦ Beauties of Katurc ttfd Art Di^layfcd,. in a Tow through A^ 
Worid. 
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fVo^fkrfnl interposition of Providence in procrastinate 
ing the Author's Life — Estimate of the Jrable Lands 
in Trim4ad-- Exports for Ihe Years 1708>*18OO, itnd 
1801 — jRfi(tf(vi wky so dimwtive—The .HiUfLral 
JlisHQrien ^' the CattQf^ ami Cqfep Trces^ wit^ ticin 
Mcdkinal yirtues, 

Head^Quirten, Puerto Dt Eimk a, Te$. 1I03. 

BtTT let us try these truths with closer eyes, * , 

And trace ihem through the prospect as it tics : 
H^re for a while my proper cants rbaigiiM>^ 
}{ere let me sit in sorrow (or manHind *, 
lAkc yon neglected shrub at random caitt 
That sbadei the steepi and sighs at every blast. 

GOLDtMITH. 

1 HAT excellent Divine, Dr. Blair, hns 
somewhere obsei-vqd, tliot if we believe in (j o d at all us tlie 
Governor of the Universe, we must believe that without 
bis Providence nothing happens 0!i earth — that there i» 
l^ot a day of our life, nor an event in that day, but was 
foreseen by Him, who brings forward every thing that 
happens in its due order and })lac6. To elucidate thiv 
I must stoop to egotiSin ; but really in this instance I 
Miinot resist the temptation, as it will teaoh me in 
Aiture not to repine at whatever afflictions Providence 
|nay inflict on me. To do this I must recur a fcxv 
HMmtito.back. 
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Jn a prior letter I informed yon with what rc^t I 
left the shades of solitude near Perth-Amboy, 

O bkst rtdremeiiw firicod of life's dtclint» 
Retreats firom care, that never most be mine. 
Remembrance wakes with all her busy train^ 
Swells at my breast I 

Goldsmith, 

It was about the begitimng of October last when I 
arrived at New York to find a vessel bound to Barba^ 
does or this Island, and happUy met with an cid ao 
quaintance. Captain John Graham^ of the brig Admiral 
Duncan, bound hither, with whom I engaged my pas- 
sage and began to prepare for the voy^e. In the midst 
of these preparations I was violeatly attadied with an 
intermitting fever, of the semitertian kind, which Galea 
said was compounded of a continual, quotidian, and 
intermitUng tertian. This fever confined me to my bed 
for twenty'-one days, during which time my much 
lamented fnend, Graham, was getting his vessel ready. 
Being in a convalescent state, though almost totally 
deprived of the use of memory, so firmly was my resolu- 
tion of coming to this place imprinted on my mind, that 
I should have embarked, but my situation si:^ested to 
Captain Gr^am and others a different idea. He sailed 
about the latter end of the same month. God, I hope, 
will forgive me, but I lamented, in silent sorrow, my 
hard fate, as opportumties seldom occurred fi>r the place 
of my destination, and I blamed Providence for d^priv-< 
ing me of this one. I had now been a pere^rinator in 
the western and northern hemisphere nearly four y^ars^ 
In that time I had tiurmouoted incredibk hardships, 
exposed to every malignant blast that blew> and was Uiun 
made wretehed at a time when I had tak^ the greatest 
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care of my healthy uid when a few months more would 
in all probability have put an end to my travels; tlie 
little reEection I bad was employed in repining — 

Why was I born, or why do I survive; 
To be made wretched only, kept alive ? 
Fate is too cruel in the harsh decree. 
That I must IhrCf yet live in naisery* 

POMF|lBT« 

. Nollung contributed more to renovate my shattered 
frame, and to resuscitate my spirits, than the soothing 
friendship of the amiable young ladies'* I have already 
juentioned, who -came to New York as soon ad they 
heard I was ill, which I communicated in a note I 
wrote upon my knees in bed, in the early stage of tbe 
fever, to Miss F.— <hor did they/leave me until I was so 
for recovered as to be able to walk about. (Ah ! indeed J 
my friend, such disinterested friendship to a poor lonely 
stranger, is rarely to be found — it will never be obliter* 
itcd from my bosom, 

/"<« Begone noby pleasure, I hate thy intrujion, 

Leave my soul to brood over the sad pleasing strain { 
To recal those soft mpments of dulcet illudon, 
Which have fled like a dream, and left me to complain/*^, 

> When I was at Barbadoes, I enquired respecting 
€>aptain Grahatn, and was told he had not touched 
there; but looking over my journal I found the name 
of hia Consignee in this place (Mr. Hall) ; I thereforo 
called to learn if he had ever arrived : Mrs. Hall, when 
I mentioned his name^ burst into tears : Then, Madam, 
I presume my friend, Graham, is lost — Yes, Sir, said she, 
Mr. Hall has given him over. I also dropt a tributary 
tear, and was about to depart, when this excellent wo- 
man (for such she really is) invited me to dinner. 



/ 
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In the evening I began to reflect on the myslerkmi 
irays of Providence, and was now more than ever con- 
vinced, that there is often a hereafter in the course of 
OUT present lives wbicfh discloses and justi6es the ways 
of God. Mysteiy fhd ^{|rki|e8», therefore, mvt&t of 
necessity take place in the course of tluAgB^ Onr pre- 
sent state can be no other than a state of twilight or 
idawn, where dubious forms shall often present them- 
felve$ to usj and where we shall find ourselves in a 
middle col^dition between complete light and total 
darkness. Had we enjoyed no evidence of a just Judge 
ruling the eartb> and, of his Providence interposing in 
4)ur affairs, virtue would have been altogether deprived 
of its encouragement and support. Had the evidence, 
on the other hand, been so strong as to place the hand 
gf the Almighty constantly before our eyes, the inten- 
tion of our present existence would have been defeated, 
and no trace of virtue have remained. Instead, there- 
fore of complaining of the obscurity which at presenjt 
covers the conduct of Providence, we see that, on the 
whole, we have reason to submit and adore *. Had 
not the Almighty afflicted me with this fever, I should 
have embarked in the above-mentioned Brig, and con- 
sequently would have shared the same fate ; but for 
•ome wise purpose or other my life was preserved — 
probably to bring the crimes of a second Nimrod hefort 
the face of day !— i — Grdmm was a native of Kliapdale, 
in the county of Argyle. He had been the greatest 
part of last war Commander of a Revenue vessel at 
Jfew Pi'ovidence;, and acquired a haadsome fortune by 
captures ; Jbut it is in such hands as his p^ainree unU 
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The following statement^ though not perfectly accu* 
»ate, will, however, tend to give you an idea of tbot 
portioin of land capable of cultivation : 

ACRES* 

1S18 Lots suitable for Sugar ^ 420,169 

945 -* Coffee - so«,400 

158 — • : Cotton - 50,56O 

a04 -^ — — Cocoa - 97,280 

Total 2720 Total 870,400 Acres* 

pfiduct 400 Lots already granted byi 

. ' . t h 128,000 

the Spanish gOTernment > 

SS20— So that the Crown now ) 

holds . . {742,400 Acres* 



Of the above 400 lot& I find an inconsiderable num-» 
Iber only under cultivation, whieh will be seen from the 
following view of the exports to Britain for three yean i 
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As I catnnot get admittance to the Custom-house 
books^ I am unable to give you an account of what is. 
exported to the United States and other parts ; tut 1 
know it to be considerable, for this reason, that the 
majority of the planters are so much involved in Eng- 
land — (old arrears, contracted before they ran away from 
other Islands) — that it is their interest to send their pro- 
dace to the United States. One planter, particularly, 
of the name of L* • • •, formerly of Antigua^ stands, I am 
certain, as conspicuous SLsFifti/ l^housandPowidls Sterling, 
in the ledger of the late J ohn K • • • • n, Esq. of Lime-street, 
London *. But, as my subsequent correspondence will 
treat of such, characters, I beg leave, for the present, to 
lay them aside, to pursue a diffel'ent enquiry. I say, 
they consider it theii*^ interest to export the whole of 
their produce to the United States, wlience they draw, 
their supplies, instead of sending it to the Mother coun- 
tiy, to whoni it is legally due; hence the benefit accruing 
from this colony is comparatively small/ as you* will 
observe by the above statement. 

r The loss — for I consider it a real loss — is the baneful 
manceuvre of the late Governor and Council, the major 
part of whom stand in the same predicament wirti 

: ♦_^* An hottest maa*s the noblest work of God.'* 

Mr. K---«n was upwards of fifty years an eminent merdiant in 
London. Without exaggeration, he was a man of real worth, 
and added lustre to the character of a British merchant. An ihcdr" 
i»ptible integrity marked h:^ characteristic features to bi5« Tafest 
moment. He died at Bath much iameoted by ail who knew him, 
•ome time in the latter end of 17M. I was abroad when I heard pf 
his death, but I did then, what I do now, bestow a «igh to his 
memory. — ^Toapply the words of Pop b^ 

Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow ; 

The rest is all but le^th^ or prunello. 
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L* • • s and may well be said to be a disgrace to tmrnan 
nature. Permit me to lay them also aside — they shall 
be attended to in due time. It is high thne this preda- 
tory pfo'cecdin]B; shpuld be iexbibited, which aims at so 
manifest an injury to Great Britainj and therefore ought 
to be stopped in this^ as well as in other colonies ; more 
particularly in Canada^ Nova Scotia^ New Bruns^ 
w.ickj 8cc. provinces that hang as it were^ like a miH* 
stone about thd neck of Britain *< 

Itap}X!ars> by these returns of the Exports of thts 
colony, that Cacao is not cultitat^, and but little 
Cotton, altliough the most seducing article of cuhiva* 
lion in the West Indies. Formerly it was not so lucra- 
tive as otlvev articles, yet of late years we see what 
immense returns 4t has made to the planter, particularly 
in tlie Carolimi*. Its returns are much quicker than 
any other article of West Iivdin produce ; and it requires 

* It may nbt be amhs to tiotice» in this plaCCf a notorious initanoe, 
of which I had ocular demonstration^ and which confirms the o^- 
nion Dr. JohQ90a adraaoed, that» ^ A merchant's desire is not of 
*' giory» but of gaio^aot of public weftltfa» but of private erndu* 
meat." In the summer of isoo I lodged in the City Tarem, Phi- 
ladelphia. Two merchants, one of the name of M^T— , apd 
the other of H— -^, arrived there from Canada, to fit out on 
of their annual ships for China ; this is done under the veil of 
t Mercantile House in Philadelphia for so much per cent) the finest 
and best fUrs of Canada are biought by land and water carriage, 
And shipped on tJMrdi the return caigo is smuggled into Canada* 
by which the revenue of Britain is plundered* and we are daMwl 
of other concomitant advantages. I heard M^T. boasting, that 
he could undersell the British India goods^ and stipply the whole oC 
Canada. This I found, in thc/urther progress of my travels, to 
be, literally, a fact 1 — Yes, it is a painful fact, when it is considered 
that 700,0001. is taken from Great Britain annually, to support the 
establishment of Canada^ 
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fewer handsj fewer baildings, and less labomrers. The 

" soil of the south-east side of the Island is congenial to 

the cultivatioa of it to a great extent; it is moreover 

< very healthy, and^ in my humble opinion, well adapted 

^ lor a White Settlement. L have seen some beautiiiil 
sauries of tlie cotton that grows here, which- 1 pr6- 

, nounce equal, if nnt superior to the texaire of that 

. ij^hich grows'on the Sea Islands^ 

Gossypium, or Cotton, is a genus of die polyandria 
oKd^ belonging to the moQodelphia cla^s of plants, 
and, in the natural method^ ranking rmder the thiUy* 

. iseventh ordfej, Cdumnifera. The calyx is 4ouble, the 

. exterior one trifid ; the capsule quadrjlocular ; the seeds- 

. wrapt up in cotton wool. There are four species^ all of 
them natives of warm climates.: — 1. The lierbacewn^ 
or common hcrbaceum cotton, hath an herbaceum 
$inoo^> stalk, two feet high, branching upwards ; &%c 
lobed smooth leaves ; and yellow flowers from the ends 
to the branches,, succeeded by roundish capsule iuU 
of seeds and cotton.-— li. The HirsiUum, or haiiy Am«- 

.jicanvcotton, hath hairy stalks- branching literally two 
or three feet high; palmated, three and five lobe^d 
hairy leaves; and yellow flbwers-, succeeded^ by large 

" oval pods furnished with' seeds and' cotton,-^^3. The 
lidrbadeuse, or Barbadbes slirubby cotton; hath a 
shrubby stalk branching four or five feet high, threi^- 
iobed smooth leaves, ^glandulous undemeatli, and yellow 

, flowers, succeeded by oval pods, containing seeds and 
c^tOHw — 4» The jiriarecum, or tree cotton >; hath an up- 
right woody perennial stalk, branching six or eight 
feet high ; pahnaled, four or five lobcd smooth leaves, 
and yellow flowers, succeeded by oval pods filled with 
cotton. Tlie first three are annuaj, but the fourth is 
perennial both in root and stalk., JThe. culture of cotton 
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begins in March and April, and continues dnring th« 
ipring ittina. Holes arc made at seven or eiglit ieet 
distance from each other, and a few seeds Ihrovrn in$ 
fv'hen they are grownto the lieight of five or six inches 
all the stems are pulled up, except two or three of the 
atrongest; these are cropped twice before the end of 
August, and sometimes sooner, according to thephmt* 
ei's judgment. Precaution is the more necessary, m the 
wood bears no fruit before the period -of pruning; 
and if the shrub werc suffered to grow more than four 
feet high, the crop would not be greater-nor the fruit 
so early gathered. The ^ame method is continued for 
three years, for so long the shnib may continue, if it 
cannot conveniently be renewed oftener with the proa* 
pect of ^n advantage that will compensate the trouble. 
New lands end a western exposure are fittest for it. 
When the fi*uit is^ripc they burst open with the influen* 
cial heat of thcsam: the down is separated from the 
seed by a sort of 'mill, which, being worked by the mo- 
tion of a wheel, mdkes the coflon fiilt on the one aWe; 
and tlie sei^d on -the other. Tlie seed is reckoned good 
in disorders- of the kidneys and liver, but prejudicial to 
the head and stomach. I'lvey are also esteemed excel* 
lent for a cough or difficulty of breathing, and service- 
able in the slono and dysentery, for by their lenitive 
quality they ohtund the acrid and exulccrating humvnn* 
The oil expressed from the seed remeves .spots of the 
skin and cures- running sores of the head; llie.wooli 
burnt and reduced to powder, is sometimes put inla 
wounds to stop the effusion of blood. 

The next article in succession ifi theiCofiie-tree $ in 
botany a genus of the pentandria monogynia ckss of 
flanls, the flower of which consists of a single funneU 
9baped petal ; the tube u cylindrical and slender^ manji 



times longer tbaa the cup : the limb is phne, being 
longer than tbe tnbe^ and divided iato five segmeats of 
|L lanceolated iigare^ with their edges bent backwards ; 
the firttit is a roiuid berry, with an ninbilicated point ; 
ihe seeds oie two, of an elliptico^iemispheric figare^, 
gibbose on one side, plane on> the other, and wn^ped 
vp in a membrane* Thisr beautiful evergreen is a native — 
of Arabia Felix ; ItN^eneraily rises to the height of seven ^n, 
i»r eight feet,^ ^oid sometimes twelve, with a tnn|k from 
twelve to seventeen or eighteen inches in circuitiierence; 
H is covered with a grey smooth bark, ^tind shools out, v 
through the whole length of the stem, a growth of | 
iMtinches, which me always opposite to each other;/ 
the leaves resemble those of the bay-^trce, and ar^ 
xan^^ in the same manner ; from the bottom of these 
spring fragrant white flowers, very nearly resemWiug 
those of tiie jessamine, of which some esteem the 
C0ffee*i^nlb a species ; when the flowers fall they leave 
a omaU fruit behind, green at first, but reddens 0fi it 
|i]^9, and not unlike a hard cherry both in shape and ) 
<^our ; from two to five of these berries gtow U^ether » 
on the same part of the twig, each covered with a tegu* 
Hient or husl^ enclosed in another tegunmit' which' 
contains two seeds or kernels called co^. In thej 
month, of May the fruit is gathered by shaking thej 
tretjf die fruit falling on cloths spread imdernei^h: 
to receive it ; it is th«n }»d on mats to dry in the sun, ' 
imd the outer, tegument is crushed by drawing roUera 
of wood or iron over them, after which the berries are- 
exposed a second time to the sun, and sifted clean fef '' 
me !Gr sale. The outer teguments are not wasted, fof 
&e. slaves wash them and make a drink of them, which . 
l^Bs a $ttfe tartness, and is eiiteemed pleasing as well lia j 



/ The trees lure propagated by seedi when perfectly 

/ fipe> and are disposed of in nurseries, to be tran^lanted 

at leisure^ A rich mould is requiied fcnr tbeni, and 

they thriye best about the bottom of mountains^ and on 

little hills which are moist and shady; but in Su Df>* 

mingo I have seen artificial canals cut from risers or 

springs to conduct^ in times of drought, little streams of 

water to their roots, which is the chief and laborious pari 

of their cultivation. You have no doubt seen an ociaro 

treatise which Dr. Benjamin Mosely, publidied in Lon* 

don in 1785^ on the properties and efiects of cofiSee, 

and since trai^ted into every language of Europe. 

It went, I think, through five editions in England; 

the first three within the space of a few months. Ta 

|he second edition of that popular dissertation was pre>» 

£xed a Preface, no less praised for its diction than fov 

the agricultural, commercial, and political remarks con* 

iained in it, relative to the subject of the treatise. For 

A botanical description of it, see an accurate account 

collected and published in 1774 by Mr. Ellis. Tha 

^rst account we have of it as a beverage is froa 

I HoMSR in his Odyssey, supposed to be the ptiir%fi$c 

\ which Helen received from an Egyptian lady, and 

\ which the immortal bard celebrates'as a soother of tha 

: mind, in the most eminent state of anger, grief, ^nd 

. misfortune. Some authors ascribe the origin of its use 

' to a Prior of an Arabian monastery, who being in« 

^ formed that the goats sometimes browsing on the tree 

/ would keep awake and caper all night long, became 

f eurious to {wove its virtue, and gave coffee to the monks 

to prevent their being drowsy. at their nocturnal devo^ 

. lions. Others again refer the invention to the Persiatis^ 

VIrom whom it was introduced at Aden, in Arabia^ by 

*< the Dervises of that city,, a sort of Mahometan monk^ 
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#ho drank it when they spent the niglit in prayer. 
From Aden it6 influence spread through all Arabia^ and 
was introduced at Constantinople ii>^ the reign of Soly- 
mart the Great in the year 1554. About an hundred years 
afterwards it was adopted at London and Paris^ It wa# 
first introduced to the latter by M. Thevenot, and in the 
former by Pasqua, a Greek servant to Mr, Edwards, a 
Turicey-merchant, in 1652, who first set up the profes* 
won of Coffee man. The only thing remarkable in this 
great and valuable article of commerce, is the opposi- 
tion it met with in Europe. Some ignorai^ quacks, or 
Turkish doctors, declared it to be spirituous, and almost 
as intoxicating as wine itself, which their law forbids 
them to drink*; bat the Mufti, who, it i^pears, was 
no enemy to coffee, soon removed the imputation of 
any vinous quality, and declared it to be a lawful and 
harmless liquor. Though the drinking of it did not 
impede their progress to heaven, yet, during the war 
in Candia, the assemblies of news-mongers making too 
free with state affairs, the Grand Vizer suppressed the 
Coflfee-honses at Coastantinople. This suppression, 
laowever, which still continues, does not prevent the 
use of coffee in that ^city, but, on the contrary, tl^^ 
practice is general among the Turks. 

Coffee experienced the very same treatment under 
Charlbs II. in England, that it met with in Turkey 
under an Amureth and a Mahomet, because it was 
found to encourage social meetings in Coffee-houses, 
which were shut up by proclamation in the year 1675, 
ios seminaries of sedition. Nothing, however, evinces 
the shallow short-sighted policy of Charles's ministers 
;more than this very act; but, indeed, the leading men in 
England seem to have had their minds constantly ah* 
^racted from the true interest of their country at-all 
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times. A?^ Tor Charles, he puwued measures he secretly 
^oiidemiied, and yielded to counsels which his own 
.beort told hini^ were equally inconsistent with his honout 
and tfie happiness of his people 

Bad counsels he embrac'd thrpugli indolence. 
Thro' love of ease, and not thro* want of sense ? 
He saw them wrong, but rather let them go 
As right, ikaa take the pains to make them so. 

Churchilu 

/'BoERHAVE tells us, that a Dutch Governor having 

.•procured some fresh berries from Mocha, planted them 

in Batavia, and in the year 1690,^ sent a plant from 

thence to Amsterdanu In the year 1715 the Dutch 

began to cultivate coffee in Surinam; the French in 

/Martinique in 1717; and, in the year following, it was 

' cultivated in Jamaicuj/ " How/' says Dr. Mosely, 

^^ it has been propagated since those periods in tlic 

' ^* West Indies, J and the employment it ha9 given to 

^^ the industry of people of smaU capital, a numerous 

^' and necessary body of men ; to the increase of com- 

^' merce^ and the population of the colo^ies^ is too nreU 

^ known to require recital heBe.** 

However much the medicinal virtues of coffee havA 
been ex^Ued and recommended in a variety of instances, 
it is very little drank in the British West Indies; a 
Cracker, as they call it in Jamaica, suits the English 
palate better *.► But the French hold coffee in just esti- 
mat'ion. It is drank by them the very first thing in the 
morning, and again immediately after dinner,, taking 
one cup only each time, instead of a copious libation 
of Poit and Madeira, in which the English indulge. 

* Cracker is a mixture of three equal' parts, composed of Ruixu 
Irandy, and Gin. 
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«ntil they become i5XM?se than brutes; The conse- 
quence is Apparent ; the French ts^e every care of their 
health, but the Britiair study aorthmg ito minutdy as 
their os^n destruction^ Kteridly dying in Ae fames of 
intemperance, with their miads full of obscenity ;» dis- 
gorging it at 'the mouth. 

Coffee requiies great nicety in roasting; if tinder- 
/ done, its virtues will not be iinparted ; if o\'^er-don^, it 
will hav« a flattish, burnt, and bitter taste ; thereforeijts 
virlues wilt be destroyedi* It ought to be confined very 
cfosef at the titoe of roasting, and also till used, in oitler 
1o retain its pongent flavour, ^ The^French always make 
\ it very strong, preferring the fine syrup of crude sugar tOF 
I lump or loaf. The way they make it, is, to take a cup- 
? fttl of ground coffee which they put into something 
/almost exactly resembling a small funnel lined with 
[^flannel"; they'then pour as much boiling water over it 
* as will fill a cup ; they use it \rithout milk) llie extra- 
ordinary influence which coffee, thus judicioiisly pre- 
pared, tdiparts to the stomach, from its tonic and invi- 
gorating qualities, is strongly exemplified by the imme- 
tliate effect produced on taking it, when the iStomacb ' 
is overloaded with, food, ^ nauseated with surfdt,' or 
debilitated by inlemperartce. To constitutionally weak 
stomachs it affords a pleasing sensation ; it accelerates 
■'the progress of digestion, corrects cinidities, and rembves 
flatulencies; besides its effects in supporting the harmony 
of the gastric powers, wheti it diffuses a genial warinth 
that cheiishes the * animal spirits, and takes away,, 
according to Bag live, the listlessness and ladgour 
which so greatly embitter the hours of neivous peftpfe 
after any deviation to excess, fatigue, ot irregularity. 
The foundation of all the mischiefs of intemperantse i» 
Jaid ia the stomach j for, viiien it is injtired, instead of 
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l^reparmg ibe ibod> that the laetealB msty eearj into the 
constitution sweet and wholesome juices^ to support the 
health, it becomes the source of disease, and disperses 
through die whok firame the cause of decay. From 
the effibacy of coffee in attemsatiBg the viscid fluidsy 
and increasing! th^ vigour of the circtdatipn, it has^ be^k 
u^ed woh grieat swcess in the dto^y, and in those 
comatosi, torpid, anasarca's diseases that arise in the 
West Indies Iran viscid food, obstmcted perspiradcn, 
and the oppressive heat of the sun^ < In vertigo, lethar* 
g J, caiarrdv and . all disorders in; the head, from ob 
structions in the capillaries, long experience has proved 
it to be a powerful medicine ; and in certain cases of 
aipopiexj it has been ibfund serviceable even when- given 
in glisters, where k has not been found cotivenient to 
convej its > efiSects by the stqmach. The difSsrent 
species of bead^ch,. such as qephakea, hemiqmuiai 
i^nd clavus, are more freqneait and more violent in this 
part of the world than in Europe^ ^Coffee is the only' 
"^ medicine that gives rdief ^ opiates are »>metimes usedy 
but coffee has an advantage that opium does notpo»« 
aess, for it may be taken in all conditions of the stomach, 
and at all times, by women who are most subject to 
those complaints ; as it dissipates those congestions and 
obstructions, that are frequently the cause of the disease^ 
and which. opium is known to increase when its tempos 
tary relief is past. From the stimulant and detergent 
properties of coffee it is used in obstructions in the 
viscera ; it powerfully promotes the menses, and miti« 
gates the pains^ttendant on a spaiing discharge of that 
evacuation. ^ In the West Indies the chlorosis and ©b- 
;structed menses, are common among laborious females, 
j exposed to the effects of their own carelessness, and the 
I rigorous transition of the climate, strong coffee drank 

I 
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' warm in a morning fkadng^ and good exercise after if^ ^^ 
has been productive of innumerable cures^ The indus- 
trious overseers of plantations^ and other Europeans 
amployed in cultivation^ who^ from the nature of their, 
occupations, nnist be exposed to the morning and even- 
ing dews, find ^eat support from a cup o£ coffee before, 
tliey go. to the field ; it fdrtifies %he stomachy and guards^ 
them against die diseases incident ta their way of lifey 
especially in clearing kmds, or when their residence is in 
humid situations, or in the. vicinity of stagnant water^ 

Those again who are imprudently addicted to intern-. 
^Iiarance, find coffee a benign restorer ond biacer of the 
3ti>mach> for that nausea, weakness and disorderly ccmi- 
dition, which is brought on by drinking bad fermented, 
liquors and new rum la. exoess. Coffee has also the. 
admirable property of promoting perspiration, allaying; 
(hirst, and checking preternatural heat. 
. For more of the jnedicinal virtues of the coffee I beg^ 
Hive to refer you to Dr^ MoseIey*$ treatise, which I liave;; 
<^onsulted in the preceding remarks. Altiiough it has^ 
b^ea published about eighteen yeaisy it is somewhat 
lingtikr it ha» f&ever found its^ way into the British 
West India Islands; if it has, the excellent advice it 
contains does not seem to be followed r No one stands* 
^rUeed of it more than the soldier, to whom it ought to 
be recommended, not only by the medical men attiK^hed 
tQ the wtmj, but, by the commanding, officers ; instead 
pf that,: those I have coixversed with have not so much 
a^ heard of it. Alas ! the comfort of the poor soldier ia 
unhappily overlooked in mwe, nay, in many more,, 
instances than this, which it would be a work of supcre- 
rogiuioa in me to notice. 

It is, however, astonishing that coffee, which boasts of ^ 
so many medicinal virtues, should be so little used ia \ 
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IBritnin ; and when used, it is marie so meflgre as to have 
•no morq virtue in it than what the water contains. It 
it is true, there is more trouhle attending it, in the opera- 
j tion, than tea, which is prohably the reason why the 
1 latter is so much ruti upon, although found to be very 
f ^prejudicial to the human iranu\) J}i\ James, I think^ 
somewhere declares. That <wiiatevcr ^irlubs are ascribed 
to tea, or however useful as a medicine it may be in 
Chinn, he is very certain, thjjt cither the tea, or the 
\\*ater-, or both, are ex tremel}' prejudicial as anhabituul 
'flrink in England, in so much «o, that he (himself) had 
Icnown many hysterical cases relie%'ed, and some cured, 
l)y leaving off tea,.witlioiit taking any remedy whatever; 
and, in one particular, which was attended with terrible 
convulsions. Let the preperties of tea be what they 
may, I *do not menu to trouble myself about them, 
leaving it to others who have more -leisure and are more 
capable of elticidntingthe subject. -However, the moat 
/innocerrt way, 1 fancy, of using it, is according to the 
original Scotch fashion, which I.have frequently.heard 
related, though I cannot vouch for the tnith of it. 
You may have heard of this circumstance. It is thus : 
A North Briton brought a oouple.of pounds of it hoiTie 
to his mother as a valuable present ; the honest, woman 
rinvited hcr:neighbour6 to partake of the rarity, which 
she boiled ^11 together, like kail, iyi ap iron pot,. and 
.threw the water away; the leaves, atVer. mixing thein 
,with a lump of good butter, of her ain kirning^ ^he put 
before her visitors, who, as the tale says, thought it 

iterra gude! ^The axtraorcjipary length pf this letter 

bids me say 
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Arguments deduced from Antiquity to evince that the 
Climate is no impediment to the Industry af the 
Whites— ExtraordinaryJongevity — Climate Healthyrr^ 
Debauchery atid Intemperance destructive — Conduct 
of the European — Mode of choosing Mistresses — 
Reflections thereon — A Creolian method of acquiring 
a Fortune by ablocaiing Prostitutes — West India 
Tavern a common Iji^tmm-^Philadelphian method ^ 
getting Slavesr-'Career of t/te European-^Saladty 
and festivity how fatal — Diseases and Mortality 
emong the Negroes — Mai d'Estomac^ or Dirt Eating 
-^ Its Origin. and Effects. 



Head-Quarters, Puerto de Espana* ^'i- zSo^^ 
DEAR SIR, 

' xlAVING in my preceding letters given 

yoti a superficial view of the colony and Its productions, 
I shall now proceed to state my reasons why I think a 
White Population would thrive. I do i^t mean to say 
much respecting the slave trade, but to enqdte into the 
best account to which this Island couM be tmtn^dy in 
every view of colonial and national policy. To cuW- 
vate it would require an importation of, more than 
240,006 Negroes, independent of those ahready on it, 
whom I shall, for the sake of argument, calculate at 
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^flOO, which, I believe, is not fiur distant from the 
truth ; however, if the attempt is made <to cultivate it 
with slaves, the destruction of those unhappy object! 
will not be mnch short of IfiOOfiOO. — ^Alas ! a million 
too, many ! People who ore not acquainted with tl^e 
air and climate of the Island, or, who ave interested in 
the slave trade, will be apt to condemn the plan and its 
beneficial effects, and will say, that ** all hot countries 
^' are a bar to the personal industry of the White cuU 
'' tivators.** We know that indolence forms the dis- 
tinguished trait of the inhabitants of such countries ; 
And that many writers have laid it down as an axiom, 
that they must be indolent from necessity, inert in 
body, and, from analogy, inert in mind and charao- 
ter. This doctrine of indolence, is, in all probability, 
founded on tke opinion we have of Asiatic effeminacy, 
originally trasismitted to us by the Greeks and Romans. 
Bnt upon what facts were these opinions buill ? Were 
they dtscrkninately fixed, or, like ifaose of the modemo, 
grounded only on v«gue and general ideas i Had the 
Ancient writers, in their time, a more accurate Icnow- 
ledge of the countnes they pretend to describe, than we 
have of them at this period ? Axe we, then, justified in 
founding on their report aa hypothesis diAicult to 
establish from our own tmmeduite examination i Ad«ut- 
ting the facts as we receive them from history. Were 
the Assyrians, whose ambition and wars during fiv^ 
hundred years, threw Asia inrto coafasioa-^be ftie^s, 
vdio shook off the yoke and dispossessed them — the 
Persians, who, under Cyrus, witJhia the space of thirty 
years, extended their conquests from the Indus to the 
Meditenranean^-^wiere these, I say, inert and indolent 
people i May we not oppose to this system the Pboeoi- 
ciaonsy wlio^ for so muny cedtuMes^ were in the possessioki 
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of the whole conrmerce erf the ancients ? — the Palm^ 
renians^ of whose industry we possess such stupendous 
monuments ?— ^die Cacduchi^ of Xenophon, who braved 
the power of the Great King^ in the very heart iof his 
Empire ? — the Parthians, those unconquerable rivals of 
Home ? — and even the Jervis, who, Kmited t6 a little 
fitate, never ceased to straggle for .a thousand years 
against the most powerful Empires ? If men of these 
4iatieas were inert, what is activity ? If they .were active 
where (let ipe ask you) the influence of climate i Why, in 
.the same countries,.where so much energy was displayed 
in former times, do we at present find such profound in- 
dolence ? ;Why Qxe the modem Greeks so debased, amid 
ihe very Kiins of Sparta and Athens, and in the fields 
of Marathon and Thermopylae ? • 

Will it be alleged th»t the clknatebas changed? But 
where are the proofs ? Supposing, however, this to be 
true, it must have changed by singular fits. The cli- 
mate of Persia must have altered grfeatly from Cyrus 
to Xerxes— that of Athens from Aristides to Deme- 
trius Phaleres — and that of Rome from:Scipio to SyUa, 
imd from Sylla to Tiberius. The climate of tlie Portu- 
guese must have changed since the days of Albu- 
querque, and that of the Turks since Solyman. If 
indolence fee pecuKar to the southern countries, how 
are we to account for a Carthage in Africa, Rome in 
Italy, and the Buccaniers at St. Domingo ? — Why do 
we meet with Malays in India, and the Bedouius in 
Arabia ? Why too, at the same period, and under the 
same sky, do we find a Sybaris near Grotona, a Capua 
in the vicinity of Rome, and a Sardis contiguous to 
Miletus? Whence is it that we see, under our own 
-«yes, and in Europe itself, northern governments qs 
laoguid as the southern ? ^^ Why/' »ays Volney, ^ in 
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** our own Empire, are the southern more active than 
*^ the northern Provinces ? If tl>€ same eflFecte are observ«* 
*' . able under directly contrary circumstancen, and diffe- 
^ rent effects under the same oircumstanceD, what be- 
^* comes of those pretended principles ? What is the in<- 
^'.fluence of climate f — And what is to be understood 
^ by activity? r 

. '^ It is only to be accorded of warlike nations ! Wa» 
^^ Sparta, when not engaged in. war, to be esteemed 
'^ inert? What dp we mean by hot countries and bad 
^ climates i Where- are we to draw the line of cold and 
^ temperate, healthy and unhealthy ? Let the parU»m» 
'^ of Montesquieu ascertain this> that we may hence- 
*' forward be enabled to determine the quantity ot 
*^ energy in a colony, or a nation, by tlui temperature ; 
^ and at what degree of tlie thermometer we are to ^x. 
^ its aptitude to slavery or freedom/** 

The advocates of the Slave Trade in England, sup- 
ported their principal argument on tlie fallacious idea 
entertained of the heat and insalubrity of the climate ; 
and will hold out the same doctrine to prevent a white 
population in this Island. Believe me. Sir, it is not the 
effects of the climate that renders residence within the 
tropics fatal ; for living instances of longevity me evident 
proofs to the contrary. There is a Spaniard settled in the 
neighbourhood of St. Joseph di^ Oruna, who lias at- 
tained the extraordinary age of 120 years ; notwith- 
standing his great age, his natural faculties ai*e still un** 
impaired, and he is not pnly active, but intelligeiit. 
Does tliis appear as if climate were fatal ? The reverse ; 
and so fascinating the climate appeared to the first 
Spanish settlers, that they distinguished this Island by 
the name of Paradise ! 

* Volney's Travels in Egypt and Syria, 2d vol. 4ag. 
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It is owbyg muob more to the excesses to whtck tfae 
£urcq>eaB9 iimially abund^i themselves on their first ar* 
riyal, thmi to any inherent ill-quality in the climate it^ 
self. Debauchery and intemperance^ destroy more* 
Aan the simple climate. *' No sooner,'' says the excels 
lent divine and moraBst I l^ve already quoted,"* ** do 
'^ we pass the line which temperance has dsawn> diair 
^ pemieioTis efifeds cdme forward and shew ^emselves. 
'^ Could I lay open to your view the monumests of 
^'^ deaih, they would read a lecture m faivoar of mode*' 
*' ration, much more powerftil than any that die most 
^ eloquent preacher could give. You would behold 
^ the graves peopled with the victims of intemperance. 
*' Yould would behold those chambers of darkness hung 
*' round, on every side, with Ae trophies of luxury, 
^' drunkenness^ and sensuidity. So numerous would 
'' you find the martyrs of iniquity, that it may safely* 
^ be asseited, where war and pestilence have slain their 
^ thousands, intemperate pleasure has sUia its tea 
*' thousands." 

Salacity, which in England comtitutes a moral sin, 
and is in itself, a ruinous passion, is here, as it were, * 
metamorphosed into a source of lucrative speculation. — ' , 
No wonder, when the exmnple is set by dd^gated author 
ritif, that those under his command, should follow it; be* 
Cause, one of the West India metiiods <>f acquiring a 
fortnne.j It is a branch indeed of public prosperity, 
founded on vice, that saps the foundation of morals; 
moderation and the precepts of moral virtue, are ex- 
. punged from tlie mind to pursue the specuktion. 

*Tis but by parts we follow good or ill ; 

For rice, or virtue, self directs it still. 

Pope. 

. * Dr. Blair 
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y On tjie arrival of the Europe^, bis first object is, to 

j look out for a mistness^ either of the blacky yellow, or 

livid kind. As there are plenty in the market,, Ue has no 

difficulty to encounter. After pleasing his taste, he bar- 

.^ains for her^ in the same manner you iirould for a colt 

' in Smitbfieldj^either with the jcnother or the proprietor, 

for a certain sum of money. He supports this wretched 

companion of his wlicitude in all her extravagance j she 

, denies him nothing, and he is equally generous in return ; 

•—free from th^ <ti»mnids of aU AOjral wtraiwt, he is at 

once launched into the labgorinthiof giiihy Ai^ckiation. 

Misled by ^int ifacimroas cKsfmitioa of others, and 
those false doctrines, wfaicfa grant an unlimited licence 
to foUowihe depravity of inclination, vice soon becomes 
«o familiar, as to be considered a yirtu^, iTie import^t 
duties of religion are banished from the mind ; ^o rtiftt 
God is forgotten in the riot betwixt Lust and.]Mammon. 
The traveller can see no signs whatever of such a.day 
, as Sunday,— -no trace of Christianity, — ^no respect for mo- 
I rality . On the day called Sunday, the stores are open for 
\ the transaction of business till dinner time>— the rest of the 
day b spent in dancing, playing, billiards, &c. Instead of 
Christianity, he is shocked at the.constant display of bru- 
tality ; and in the room of morality, he sees vice arrayed 
in putrefaction) To me, j^iothing pvinces thi»! folly and 
frailty of human nature more, than a shamefuji neglect 
of all moral and religious duties. What a benign idea 
does a religious conduct excite ! It stimulates the exal- 
tation of human nature ; inspires the Jove of .truth apd 
benevolence ; and enforces the practice of charity. Re- 
ligion also teaches us to love our fellow-qreatures, whether 
black or white, to refine ,our pj^sions, and reduce them 
to the obedience of reason. It will enqourage and in- 
crease the energies of friendship/T^nd add te;nderjnes3 tp 

K '■' ^ •' 
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the ties of conjugal affection. Whatever our great 
philosophers may advance, as De Mably very justly ob- 
serves, all depends upon the morals ; and the deeper you 
search into the operation of poUtics, the more you will 
be convinced of it. But now. Sir, I find such an habi- 
tual negligence of every thing that is good, and such a 
superior inclination for that which is evil, that the refor- 
mation of them would be more than Herculean labour. 

Vice, is a monster of so fiightfiil mieiiy 
A8» to be hated, needs but to be seeai 
Yet soon, too oft* £uniliar with her hcCf 
We first endure^ then pityi then embrace. 
* Pope. 

It is in vain to dwell on this subject, as far as it regards 
this island, for the depraved example the inhabitants 
have had before their eyes for six years past, is so riveted 
in their minds, that it would require a new race of men 
to eradicate the contagion of vice. Surely of all the sub- 

' jects of observation any country affords, the moral cha- 
racter of its inhabitants is unquestionably the most im- 
portant. In other parts of the world, the inquiry is very 
difhcult to pursue ; it is not sufficient to make a barren 
investigation into facts ; the real object is, to penetrate 
into the various causes and' relations, to discover the 
open or latent, the remote or immediate springs, which 
produce in ipen those habits of action. But here, in- 
deed, there is no difficulty, for the spring of action is-as 
clear as day, to the view of every traveller j yet^ it is ne- 

. cessary for him to be circumspect, without being timid ; 
as the reader, who is obliged to read with the eyes of 
others, sliould watch attentively, both the reasonings of 
his guide, and the deductions he may feel inclined to draw 
himself. If you and I attend to this aphorism (I hope we 
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8hall)j we shall be able to understand eachother^ at least^ 
if you can command sufficient patience to follow me 
through the putrid spring I am going to wade. 

There is, Sir, in this place, as well as every other sea- 
port town in the West Indies, free female blacks and 
mulattoes, who acquire considerable wealth, merely by 
ablocatiug prostitutes. The taverns where you lodge 
(with few exceptions) are kept by coloured females, and, 

I would be properly called houses of ill fame in any civU 
lized part of the world. The only decent tavern in this 
place, is kept by a worthy little Highlander of the name 
of M' Kay, (whose moral rectitude, and propriety of con- 
duct, are too conspicuous for his own interest. Such is 
the pitch of West India depravity, that, because he does 
not keep an assortment of ladies of easy virtue in his 
house, he does not meet with encouragement ; whereas^ 
another house, with a large sign to decoy the unwary^ 
'^ The British Coffee-house,*' and kept by a mulattoe 

' woman^> of the name of Perry, meets with every en- 
couragement she could anticipate, because she has an 
assortment of nymphs for the accommodation of her gen- 
tlemen lodgers. Indeed, Sir, according to the West 
India principles of economy, she would be considered as 
deviating from it, and a weighty reproach if she did 
not keep every thing suitable for accommodating her 
guests. In consequence of keeping these sporting 
nymphs in her •' British Coffee-house" 1 find, though it 
is infinitely the worst provided in every thing else, and 
much more extravagant, it is better attended than 
M'Kay's ; which is another proof of the depravity of the 
morals of those who frequent such houses. 

AbTocating prostitutes for avaricious purposes, is an 
old custom. We are told by Dellon, that he found the 
practice more than aa hundred years ago in the Bay of 
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All faints. ^' The women/' says that traveller, ^ who | 
\ pass for virtuous, mate no scruple to truck out their i 
slaves, for the purpose of enabling them to set a higher 
price on thcf infamous pleasures in which they traffic/' 
in the year iSOO, while I Was in Philadelphia, I observed 
the same custom among the followers of William Penn^ 
and others, — to irucfe out their female white and black 
indented servants, principally with a view to have the 
fruits of their guilty intercourse in bondage, till the age 
' of twenty-five or twenty-eight. This is a deplorable pros- 
pect for those unfortunate wretches, who en^igrate with at 
family of females fo that direful land of mock liberty, in 
the fag end of the creation. Mistaken creatures, whom 
I liave seen, on their landing, disposed of like bullocks, — 
husbands, wives, and children, to different proprietors, — 
they were, alas ! too late convinced of their unhappy 
c-hoice, between Britain, the land of freedom and justice, 
and America, the land of slavery and fiaud I I am wan- 
dering from my subject. These considerations have al- 
ready occupied my attention, and probably will again^ 
oh my return to the United States. Bat to return to 
the subject, t have no hiesitation to affirm, that it is the ^ 
inordinate indulgence of salacity and drunkenness, which ; 
inopinately debilitates, €tnd puts an end to the short f 
careei" of the European ; though, in all cases, the fault, 
has been erroneously laid to the climate. The length of 
time i have been in hot climates, confirms me in this im- . 
portaht truth. Having avoided that mode of life which 
i muformly observed to prove so fatal to others, I, thank . 
Heaven, sustained both health and strength.; It is a 
shame for a man to place his felicity in those entertain- 
ments knd appetites, that are stronger in brutes. t)o not 
beasts eat with a better stomach ? Have they not more 
satisfaction in their lusts ? And they have not only a 
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quicker relish of their pleasures, but they enjoy them 
"without either scandal or remorse. If sensuality were 
happiness, beasts were happier than men. But human 
felicity is lodged in the soul, not in the flesh*. I never 
beheld a debilitated West Indian, without feeling in my 
mind an abhorrence to the established habits of gratifi- 
cation ; because he appeared like the phantom of a sin- 
ner in bondage, and in the last stage of misery. Yes, he 
has been the slave of intemperance, and all kinds of 
criminal pleasure, merely through the influence of custom 
and bad example. 

^^Inave heard of many instances of incestuous intercourse 
/in the West Indies among the whites^ who arc subject to 
greater contamination. I shall select only one instance 
from among the many which came to my knowledge, 
which happened in the neighbourhood of Falmouth, in 
the Island of Jamaica. As it is not an arcana, I need 
not be scrupulously tender in communicating it. About 
four or five years ago, a young, frisky, creolean lady, 
' * appeared to her companions to be en bon point) va- 
rious means were tried to get a white simpleton to father 
it, but in vain ; a black father would not suffice ; that 
would not collate with the shape or colour. At the end 
of nine months she was under the mortification of father- 
ing the child on her own brother. She soon afterward* 
carried it with her to America, where I saw herself, the 
child, and the father (her own brother) in the neighbour- 
. hood of New Yorky; she was introduced to me as a 
widow ; but the brother did not visit her ; he is now in 
England. Their names I need not mention ; it i» 
enough they are known in Jamaica. 



^ Sbmbca oq Happy Life» 
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Every lad who comes out bound to serve in a store, -v 
hires a prostitute, with whom he shares his bed ; and, 
between salacity and intemperance, debilitates his con- 
stitution before it has time to arrive at maturity. As 
for the native creole, a female companion is provided for 
him from among the slaves of the family, at an early 
age, to prevent his going astray to increase tlie stock of 
his neighbours, to the manifest injury of his own pro- 
perty.;: 

I have somewhere seen a calculation, which went to 
prove, that out of 100 living men, we must expect 28 to 
<Jie every year. Let us apply this ratio t6 Trinidad. 
For instance ; out of every 100 white men that arrive in 
the course of a year, we shall suppose 20 will die of 
course within the year. Well, Sir, I have made a calcu- 
lation, which I firmly believe, is a correct one, that 30 
perish in that period, by various diseases, which ramify 
from the deleterious and maniacal effects of salacity and 
intempei*ance. 

Most (if not all) of the West India planters are, more 
or less, addicted to this social, festive vice, and a vice, 
beyond any other, apt to draw in people by the exam- . 
jple. The planter collects his circle, and that circle natu- 
rally spreads, so that they all emulate each other in cor- 
rupting every new comer. The frequent duels you hear . 
of in the West Indies are, en passant , owing to thig dele- 
terious vice. I have seen persons addicted to excessive 
drinking, in the intervals of sobriety, labouring under the 
oppressive circa prcccordia^ which exceeded the ordinary 
patience of human nature to endure. It is no way 
relieved but by a repetition of the same excessive liba- 
tion. 

Though the new imported negroes do not indulge the vice 
•f drunkenness, yet I find they perish in greater proportion 
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.^ than the unseasoned European^ A young medical gentle- 
nian, a nephew of thecelebrated Dr. Jenner, informed me, 
during his attendance at a plantation in the district of Nii- 
parima, that out of 270 field negroes, 80 died the lust year. 
This is surely a great mortality, and a great loss to the 
planter, which is neither the fault of bad food nor bad 
care, as this planter has studied, in a gieat degree, the 
comforts of his slaves, /The most regnant malady among 
them is, what the French call mal <f estomac. No me- 
thod has been found out to prevent their indulging a de- 
pravity of taste ; it prompts them to devour, with the 
•j most sensual avidity, almost every thing that falls in their 
I way, particularly lumps of clajO— it begins with an ennui, 
and ends in a marasmus, that bailies the knowledge of 
the sons of Esculapius*. 

* Mal d* estomaci Cachexia Africana, or the stomach 
disease of the negroes. 

It is astonishing how little medical men are informed respecting 
this disease, and how slovenly it is passed over by medical authors. 
Dr. Hunter passed it over with a dash. The authors of the Medical 
and Physical Journal, vol. ii, 172, merely stated the symptoms, and 
a sort of cure loosely ; and Mr. Edwards, in his History of the West 
Indies, tieats it in the like manner, adding, " the best and only re- 
medy is kind usage and wlK)lesome animal iood— Perhaps a jteeJ 
drink may be of some service! T Lasdy, Dr. Winterbottom :— he 
ought to be excused, for in Africa he had no opportunity of observ- 
ing the disease, but among the children, which might be seen in 
England among even our grown up misses. The reader, if a medical 
one, I hope will pardon me, should I presume to hazard an opinion 
on the origin of it m the male negroes, when I say, that it is owing 
to the constant, cruel castigation they experience in the field and else- 
where, from the inhuman task-master, causing an emtdf or marasmus 
of the Nostalgia kind, which creates this preternatural taste for dirt- 
eating. On recurring to the MS. of my travels through the United 
States of America, I find I have noticed this disease under the head 
cS Maladie Ecossoist wliich proceeds from an ardent desire in die 
Highlanders of Scotland to re-visit their native hills. I have scca 
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There aie a great maoy things that contribute to shor* i 
ten the life of the unfortunate negro, in which may be \ 
lu^ced, the change of climate, bad hahit of body, aided I 
in many instances by unwholsome regimen ; — the mass j 
of his blood is fiequently so corrupt, that the slightest / 
scratch degenerates into a dangerous wound. I have: 
carefully examined the difSerent countenances of these 
unhappy beings during their landing, and in ihe penn be^ '. 
fore they were sold. One half, with downcast looks, 
portrayed a broken heart Pray when does the l^is- ' 
lature mean to abolish this traffic i I wish some of your 
advocates in the House had only a peep at the ^00 naked 
beings now selling before mj eyes^ Oh! my God{ 

Ijow—- . 

Farewell. 

many of them in several parts of America tabouring under the afflic- 
tion of tins disorder, occasioned by dis^pointed hopes, and the bar* 
barous usage of tlie slave-master, to whom they were originally sold 
For the payment of their passage, and from whose infernal gripe they 
were never able to extrictte either themselves or their chHdren. Tlie 
thoughts of being thus held in hard and hopeless bondage, together 
with the brutality of their tyrants, brings on a gradual ennta^ which 
tempts them to end their miserable existence by suicide. When dirt- 
eating, and a constant libation of T^w/tif-ruro, does not speedily effect 
ifaeir liberation from their ill-feted captivity. It is the aame with 
the negroes, but far more violent from the nature of their bond^e. 
1 could really wish to pursue this important inquiry fiirther, and elu- 
cidate the subject properly, but, I am precluded, from the nature of 
the situation in which this note appears. 
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LETTEE VI. 



The situation of the Scotch Highlander, and the JVcst 
India Negro, collated — Remarks on the State of the 
Highland Redemptioners in the United States ofjlme^ 
rica — A Hint to future Emigrants — Trinidad recom- 
mended — Its further Advantages explained — Ncrcs- 
saries of Life — Culinary Vegetables, S^c, — Description 
of the Coco Tree, its Medicinal Virtues — The Method of 
extracting Suri, and distilling Arac — Capivi Tree — 
Paraguay, or South-Sea Tea ; its Virtues — Mangrove 
Tree — Mangrove Oysters — History of the Flamingo. 



Head-Quutert, Puerto di Espana, Mtrth i8oj. 
DEAR SIR, 

jLjlS ;I am now going to collate the situa- 
j tion of the European labourer, with the negro in this 
/ plac§)you will permit me to recall to view some of the 
observations I made on my tour from London to the 
Highlands of Scotland in 1798, which excited in your 
bosom* such sympathy and concern for a sober, harmless, 
and much injured people. And ^low that I have ocular 
„-.\ demonstration of the situation of the negro, I am con- 
vinced of the justness of the comparison I drew at that 
period. The condition of the negroes is much to be cn- 
^' \vied, when compared to the predial slaves or scallags in 

L 
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the Highlands and Isles of Scotland. The Highlander 
is more deplorably circumvented \3rith extreme poverty, 
and a petty tyranny, arising from immemorial usages, es- . 
tablished in times of feudal oppression ; with feelings : 
more acute than the negro, he is more sensible of the , 
pangs of misery, because sedtidcd iftstdaire from the be- . 
nign influence of the British laws and government^ It 
is a melancholy picture, and no less a melancholy fact, 
that Highlanders wiU not be tbou^t of until it is too 
late; fo/ how many hundreds, nay, thousands of them are 
in bondage in the United States of Amerfca, preferring, \ 
in a state of desperation, slavery abroad rather than at : 
home. In America, the boasted land of iteedom, \ 
they sell their persons to p^y their passages^f—Yes ! 
—present themselves as indented vagabonds before up- 
start, and of course> insolent, magistrate^ to submit to 
fetters. Mid tcan^fenred to oppressive masters, by whom 
^ they are treated worse than our beasts of burden. fVes, — ^ 
I have seen, with an aching heart, families and Individ I 
: duals who, twenty years ago, sold their liberty for six 
\ years, continue still in slaverj;^ and what is worse, will be 
80 during life. The fraudulent slave-master, taking an 
Jearly advantage of their simple, easy credulity, keep 
I them in debt, so that they have no powey to extricate 
^themselves^ 

I have heard of others, who to put an end to tbeic tOF^ 
ments, commit the most horrible suicide, ejLtinguishiilg 
at once their families* If they run away> e^n^ aire Uiten, I 
have seen them flogged, and worked in chwns durii^ 
day, shut in their manacles during night, a^ c$imiimlB» 
This, Sir, is the prospect of those who emigrate to the 
fag end of the world as redemptioners. To return to iny 
position in the Highlands 5 the ScaUag, so c^ed, wl»etk«if 
male or female, is a pupi* hwgi wfe^t fwf m^SG ^nhmi- 
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ehce, becomes a predial slavejo either the landholder^ 
ienaat^ or sob-tenant. The(Scallag builds his own but 
^ith sods and boughs of trees, when he can get them* 
If he is sent^ which is frequently the case^ from one part 
of the country to another, he moves off his sticks to ena^ 
ble him to form a new huti Five days in the week he 
must work for his master, the sixth is allowed for him- 
self, for the cultivation of some miserable scrap of land, 
on th^ verge of some moss or heath, on which he raises 
a little cokwort, barley, and potatoes. These boiled up 
together in one mash, often without salt, are his only 
food, except in the season, and on those days when he can 
catch fish) which 1 have known him obliged to eat fre- 
quently without either bread or salt; — when he has 
bread, it is made of the flour of either oats or barley. He 
is allowed coarse shoes, with tartan hose, and a coarse 
coat, with a blanket or two for cloathing. In reading 
the foregoing, it will naturally occur to you, that the 
Scailag works only five days in the we^k for bis master 
out of the seven, and that he has two to provide for him- 
self; but you will please to recollect, that throughout 
the whole of Scotland, and all its appendages, Sunday, 
or as. they call it. Sabbath, is celebrated by a total cessar 
tion from all labour and all amusements. 

The comforts of the negro are far superior, because his 

\ wants are fewer and easier obtained; tlie labourer is 

Ibetter clad, as it is an object of necessity ; the negro has 

(no need of cloths, the habit with him is merely an arti- 

I cle of luxury. The cottage of the labourer is larger and 

I bettel* furnished, which being repaired in summer, and 

' warmed in winter, together with bis furniture, 8cc. absorb 

tio inconsiderable part of his scanty earnings^ He must 

provide food, fuel, remnant, discharge his rent, and other 

contingencies> perhaps encumbered with a numerous 
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family t all these things are provided for the negro, and 
his iamily taken care of. The cares of the world never 
disturb his repose./ 

The labourer, by numerous privations of diUgent in- 
dustry, can scarcely succeed to acquire a moment's ease, 
before a melancholy presage of the future intervenes, 
and siderates his fugitive delights. An increasing fami- 
ly, and old age approaching, enervate the arm that must 
shortly succumb in the combat he has yet to wage ; 
poverty, and, all its concomitant train of evils, prey 
deeply on his mind, and prevent a ray of happiness from 
smiling in his lancinated imagination : — When dying, 
he may well say, that his '^ shortened span of life was not 
illumed with a single ray of comfort." 
. I 3o not mean to deny that the negro has his shareN 
J of sufferings also ; it is, however, a negative share. ,/ 
He is not only exonerated from the care of providing for 
the present, but for the future. The only thing he 
can complain of, is, the hardships necessarily attached 
to his condition. When he eat^ his banana, he go^ 
contentedly to sleep ; the world or its cares have no effect 
on his mind, — though a hurricane or a fire destroy the 
sanguine anticipation of his tyrant; though volcanps 
ingulf towns and cities ; though war and pestilence suc- 
ceed with all their horrors ; all that is nothing to the 
negro,— he sits in the posture of contentment, smoaldng 
his pipe, and views, with a tranquil mind, the siderated 
prospects of a whole generation> — therefore, the unhap* 
pitiess of the negro is local and negative ; that of the 
Highland labourer universal and positive. 

It is true, the Highland labourer enjoys a sort of l^i- 
timate freedom; but, what is freedom to him? Whatever 
way he may attempt to move, in prder to better his con- 



Let. 6.] PBBDIAL SLAVE. 85 

ditioDj he will^ firom the want of appendant roeans^ be 
pushed back to the vortex of wretchedness^ from which 
he ardently anticipated an escape. 

Again^ the dependance of the labourer is upon the un- 
, certeun retribution of uncertain laboursy Even the most 
active industry can barely provide for his family from* 
day to day ; a precarious state of healthy together with 
many contingent circumstances^ predicate a gloomy 
prospect^ which must corrode his mind^ already too much 
overwhelmed with the horrors of impending wretched- 
ness. /He may well be allowed to say — 

'^ Born under a ehud ofmb/ortune and jorrowf 
" The child oidutreu from the hour of my birth, 

<< No blessing to comfort the thoughts of to-morrow, 
" The prospect so dreary ^ no joy upon earth*** 

/ In Trinidad the labourer's wants would be reduced to a 
mere trifle, and, with a little industry, he might expe- 
rience all the comforts of decent competency. ) 
^ The(neces8aries of life are very abundant The beef, 
which is plentifully supplied from the main, is rather 
lean ; venison is in plenty, and is tolerably good, but the 
piork is delicious, as also the maroon, or wild hog ; goats 
are numeroui| ; their flesh, when young, is esteenoed 
equal to either the Welch or Highland mutton ; the 
poultry, except the pintado, is indifferent; fish is in 
great abundance and variety, and turtle particularly so. 
Culinary vegetables are much better than in Europe, 
but neither so various nor so abundant. There is a kin J 
of spinage, of which they make calaloux, very deli- 
cious to the creolian palate ; and among the rest may 
be remarked the ignanea, choux^carabe, or Indian 
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kale^ patate^ faanana*^ plaatatnf^ breadfruit^ artichcikea 
asparagus, water-cresses, pnbe, aorre), parsley, and pease 
of various kinds, but nooe of them resembling tho^ ia 
Bagland^jwitb a varietj of roQts>&.c. 

Fruits grow in great pl^ty, (oranges and kmons al^ 
ready meotioiiEed), shadocks, mammeea j;, soursops^papas^ 
pia6»q)fiei§, custard*apples, star-apples, pdricklj-pears^ 

♦ The baiiaii»*ree^, a species of the mvsa, grows plentifeByin slH 
the West Iddis^ isfcuids, and bears a fruit six or nine ind^s long» 
. coyered, when ripe, with a yellow and tender skin. Its leaves are 
two yards long, and about twelve inches wide, and the fruit grows 
upon a stalk about six yards high \ each stalk bearing only one single 
cluster or bunch, which consists of forty or fifty bananas. When 
the bunch is gathered, they cut off the stalk, otherwise it would bear 
no more fruit. The pulp of the fruit is as soft as marmalade, and of 
a very pleasant taste, and it is said to be very nourishing, to excite 
urine, and to provoke venery. There are two trees of this name, one 
is caUed die fi^tree banana, a fig-tree of Adam, ("said to be the for" 
hidden fruit Jt ^nd differs from the other only in the nature and qua^ 
lity of its fruit. 

f Thefnut of the plantain-tree is not much unlike the banana, either 
in taste or shape, only it is somewhat longer. 

$ The manlmee-tree is tall and strait bodied, widiout knots or 
limbs, for sixty or seventy feet, but afterwards spreading into several 
small branches, growing thick and close together. The bark is of a 
dark grey colour, thick and rough, its fruit thicker than a quince, 
round, and covered with a t^ick rind. . When the fruit is ripe, the 
rind is ydtow, and will peel off like leather, but before it is brittle^ 
Under the rind of the pulp it is also yellow, and in the middle are two 
large stones, fiattish, and each of them bigger than an almond ; the 
fruit smells well, and the taste is not disagreeable. 

{ The ananas, or pine-apple, so called from the resemblance to the 
cones of the pines and firs, is of all others the most delicious frmt, 
^md grows spontaneous. It is the product of an herbaceous plantf 
with leaves fike an aloe, and the top of the fruit is adorned witfi a lit- 
tle crown, and also with a little bunch of leayes. The pulp is fibrous 
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allicada-pearsi melons^ pompiom^ guavasll, with other 
tropical ftnitd. 

Mrs. Fullarton shewed me one day some excellent 
fresh butter^ made k few miles flrom hence, at one of the 
vallics, not far inferior io the Cambridge butter. 

Al6ng the shore of Coco Bay^ there is a considerable 
number of palm or coco-trees^ whose species is not na» 
tural to the island. It is said that a launch coming from 
^e Orinoco, laden with these trees, was wrecked in 
ihis bay, by which accident they were planted, and 
continue to multiply. 

Coccus, or cof OS, in botany, the name of a genus of 
plants 6f the palmje class, called in the Hortus Mala* 
baricus, teuga. It is one of the most remarkable and 
useful productions of the Indies ; grows straight, without 
any branches, till near its summit, and ordinarily is thirty 
6t forty feet high, of a spongy kind of wood, and yields 
fruit thrice a-year, and those often as big as a man^a 
head. The leaves, which are of a great length, and ter- 
minate in a point, serve the negroes to cover their houses 

but difiblves in the mouth, and has th« fine taste of the peacl^ the 
quince, and the muscadine grape combined. I have been told that 
the Indians make a wine of the juice, almost equal to malmiey tack» 
and has the like intoxicating effects. I have tasted some pine-apple 
6iindy at the house of Mr. John Lamy, a respectable merchant in 
Philadelphia, which was sent to him as a present from Havannah, of 
the most exquisite flavour. The fruit is esteemed cordisd, good 
against a nausea, raises and exhilarates this spirits, and provokes 
urine ; but it is not proper for women in a pregnant state, being apt 
to occasion abortion. A confection of the anana is said to be of ser- 
vice to restore a decayed or broken constitution* 

II The guava resembles our peach, only the outside is rougher and 
^ttt is no stohe within, but kernels less than those of Apples. This 
fruit is reckeaed an excellent medicine against the flux. 
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with, and for many other purposes. Above the leaves, 
arise several shoots as thick as a man's arm, and on the 
top of all grows a large excrescence, in form of a cabbage, 
excellent to eat, and far exceeding our finest cabbi^e in 
flavour. From the sides, and upper part of the cabbage, 
there likewise shoots out a cluster of pods, containing 
some small kernels, tasting exactly like our wahiut. The 
nuts, which are the fruit of the coco^tree, hang in clusters 
four or five togetlier ; before they are ripe, they contain 
a clear, cooling water or milk, which in time condenses to 
a pulp, and becomes an excellent food ; it likewise 
affords an oil, equally good either for the lamp or the 
table. The shell of the nut is made into bowls, spoons, 
and several other utensils. In the East Indies, the 
natives extract a liquor from this tree, which is 
called sufiy of a grateful taste, and intoxicates like 
wine ; it is sweet when newly extracted, but by standing 
still a little time, it becomes more acid. From this 
liquor is distilled a water or spirit, that will burn when 
thrown in the fire like brandy. The suri is, what some 
authors, I apprehend, mention under the name of toddy, — 
from whence Lockyer affirms the East Indians distil the 
spirit we denominate arac, which is the Indian word for 
all strong waters. The method of obtaining the suri is, 
by making an incision in the top of the capsule, that bears 
the flowers and the fruit, and about four inches below, an 
oblique incision is made in the bark, from whence the li- 
quor drops into a vessel hung to receive it. What is ob j 
tained in the morning, is sweet and pleasant, and even 
more delicious than the milk of the nut, but that in the 
evening is somewhat acid ; the next day it grows sour^ 
and on the third day it is entirely acid. In order to 
make vinegar of this liquor, the vessel that receives it is 
put among lime, for fifteen days, which excites a violent 
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fcrinentatton, mnch froth is thrown up, and a t^hilish 
matter subsiding to the bottom, the suri is changed into 
vinegar. A sort of sugar, called jagla, is also prepared 
from suri, by putting into it a sufficient quantity of lime, 
to tinge itof a reddish colour; the liquor is then boiled, 
and stirred continually till it is inspissated, whereby a 
red sugar is produced, which may be rendered white by 
repeated dissolutions and boilings. Its medicinal vir- 
tues are said to be highly beneficial to phthisical patients, 
or those who labour under any disorder in the kidneys, 
or a difficulty of. discharging their urine. The liquor 
contained in the nut is good to extinguish thirst, purifies 
the blood, cleanses the stomach, affords much nourish- 
ment, and is an excellent drink iu biliary fevers. To this 
account of the coco-tree and its virtues> permit me to add 
fiome particulars of the method of making arac, as it may. 
be the means of stimulating some enterprising genius to 
make experiments of it in this island, lie will be at 
no loss to get plenty of suri, as a multitude of islands 
at the mouth of the Orinoco, 1 learn, are entirely covered 
with the coco-tree. What is most remarkable of these is- 
lands is, that although they lay inundated for six months 
of the year, and the tide covers them otherwise twice a-day, 
tliey are inhabited by Guaraunas, who have constructed 
commodious huts on high piles deeply driven in the 
mud, but many of them have constructed their huts 
in the coco-trees, which, at the same time, supply them 
with food, drink, .household furniture, canoes, nets, 
baskets, 8cc. There are about six thousand of them 
who live in this way, and, . I am told, are very 
expert fishermen. The chief places in the East for mak- 
ing arac are Goa and Batavia, At Goa there are three 
kinds ; single, doublp, and treble distilled : the double 
distilled, which is that commonly sent abroad, is but a 

M 
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weak spirit compared with the Batavia aba6; yet, pn 
account of its peculiarly agreeable flavour, is preferable to 
all the other AfiACS of India. This is ^ttri^uted to the 
earthen vessels which are used in Goa to dr^ the spiritj 
whereas copper stills are used in Batavia* 



Goa Method of making Abac. 

The juice of the trees is not procured by tapping. 
The operator provides himself with a parcel oi earthen 
pots, similar to those called in iiie^Antilfes, monkeys, 
with bellies and necjks not unlike our ordinary wine bot- 
tJes, which he makes £ast to his girdle, <Mr any other place 
more convenient to himself. Thus equipped, he climbs 
up ihe trunk of a coco-tree ; when he comes to the 
boughs, he takes out his knife, and, cutting off one of 
the small nobs or buttons, he applies the mouth of the 
bottle to the wound,, &stening it to the bough with a 
bandage; this he does in the same manner with the rest 
of his bottles, till the whole number is used. The ope- 
ration is always performed in the evening ; descending 
from the tree, he leaves th^n till next morning, when he 
takes off the bottles mostly filled, and empties .the juice 
into a pr<^per lecefrtade provided for the purpose. It is 
repeated every night until ^ sufficient quantity is pro- 
vided, and the whole being put together, is left to fer- 
ment, which it soon does. When the 4«rmentation is 
over, and the liquor, or wash, is become a little taift, it is 
put into the still, and a fire being made, the still is suf- 
fered to work as long as there remains any consideraUe 
taste of spirit in that which comes from it. 

I have been informed, butliot with any degree ^f cer- 
tainty, that the copaiba, CAXJkHv, or capivi-tree, 
from whiqh the celebrated balsam is extracted, and 
the TOLV likewise, are to beibund in this valuable spot. 
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In a oonvers^Uon I had with ant mtettigent Spaniard, 
who had tr^relted much of the banks of the OriHoeo, he 
told mej he found the plant which produces what i» called 
the Paraguay tea, better known to yon under the deno- 
mination of South-Bca tea ; it grows to die utfual height 
of about eighteen inches, widi slender branches, and 
leaves like those of $Ma. Of Ais oceicfentlj tba, vari 
eirea hkc ofim, however, it is infiised in hot water, and 
oommunicates to it a <^kmr and smeQ nearly Bke ^ose 
of the beM tea brought from China. There are two 
kinds of this plant, paraguay and catnini; the latter is 
held in higher estimation, and is one third dearer than 
the other. It is drunk by the richest of the Spaniards ; 
the Ibrmer is chiefly used by their domestics and^sUtves, 
but both are of much use, and of such necessity, that 
nobody in the part where it grows Will live without them. 

In the mines of Potosi, we are told the slaves use it as 
the only remedy to counteract the ill eflfccts of the 
nnineral steams, that otherwise wotdd suffocate them. 
That as it ihay, the article is donsidi^rable in the commerce 
of that part of the Worid, and foxmeriy the Jesuits wholly 
monopoliBed it to themselv^. The virtue attributed to 
this tea, is, purifying all kinds of water, however foul and 
corrupt. In crossing the deserts fh>m Buenos Ayren to 
Feru and CMH, it is madb use of to sweeten th^ bad 
water, and drunk without any injury. In the scurvy 
and putrid fevers it is rcickoned a specific. 

I have noticed this plant merely with a view of recom«* 
mending the cUllS^atiotl of it, provided government 
thought it wise to estlabllsh a white population in tHi^ 
island, becat»e it Wbulid, ilk all probability, supercede our 
unprofitabte commerce with CMM ih the article oitea, 
and therefore give employment to hundreds of those un- 
happy beings, who vohmtidily yctignorantlyinvolve them- 
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selves in" greater wifetch^ness in' tliis feg end of the 
creation, under the fetters of the North American slave- - 
i^aster. ' 

. The most common wood I have ob^ryed since my ar^ 
rival, is the mangrove, of which there are several sorti»,: 
black, red, and whit^. The. black h the Urgest, and as^ 
big as our oaks, and generally ^ow^. to. the height of 
ffom twenty to thirty feet ; it Is very serviceable timber, 
but extraordinarily heavy, consequently not much used in 
l^uildiqg. The red grows commonly by the sea pide, or 
by creeks and rivers; it proceeds from several robts,' 
a^d: about -^ight or ten feet from the groupd', joins into ' 
one, trunk or body, so that the tree seems as if s^pportedr 
by so many artificial stalks. The ingide of the bark is; 
red, aqd is muq^i used 'm the West Indies for the f)ur- 
pose pftapnipg. leather. ,The white, in some; instance*, ^ 
grows equj^lly as large, and 1 have seen it used here to 
makegun carri^gi^s of; they are all indeed of a very dura- 
ble nature* On tree^ of this species, whose leaves are 
Ipng and heavy, weighing down the boughs into the 
w^ater, oysters are engendered in great quantities, where 
they grow till they are large, and then they cannot be 
separated ffpm the tyee^ but people. ciit off the boughs 
o;i ^hich tl^p oysters hang i|i .a. manner resembling a 
rppe of onipns. Eii passant, I hope you will not expect 
th^t I^hp^Id; observe a critical precision, when endea- . 
vouring to describe the natural productions of the ani- 
mal, yegetable, and fossil kind found here ; if you have 
such anticipation, I «^m sorry to say that y<5fu will find 
yourself disappointed, for 1. have only prescribed to my- 
splf to dilate on every object as they ^ppCjar to excite' 
my attention. If you are satisfied with tkk apology, I : 
beg leave to proceed. I am just returned fr-pm seeing a . 
yeiy beautiful bird, called the flamii^gOj wbicb iH com- 1 
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mon: to the island ; with a description of which I shall 
conclude this letter, already (like the rest) extended to 
an unreasonable length. 

> A curious inquirer into nature could no sooner cast 
his eyes upon tliis extraordinary bird, than he would be 
satisfied that some peculiar ends were to be answered by' 
its uncommon length of legs and neck, the largest, I be- 
lieve, of the bird kind. The Jiofningo is frequent in the 
warmer climates, arid most commonty found about the 
shallow shores of the sea, and the mouth of rivers. 
When seen in the water, which is generally the case, 
the body only is on the surface, and it appears swim* 
ing, though really standing ; the head at those times 
is constiantly upder water in search of food, and it 
then only appears the size of a wild goose, or a little 
morp;- but with' what • astonishmient does the stran- 
ger see it come out of the water ! the head is first raised 
erect, and the surprising length of the neck is like that 
of the ostrich, only more extraordinary ; the body, ' 
as it comes on shore, is raised as much above the 
ground as the head is above the body, and there stalks ' 
forth a bird of a wonderful height, and in beauty surpass-' 
ing almost every othier. The wings nearly cov^r the body, ' 
and the tail is comparatively nothing. That part of the bo- 
dy which remains uncovered is snow-white, the breadth of 
the wings is of a scarlet so bright, that the eye is pained 
to look long upon it, and the long feathers are of the 
deepest bh^ck ; the neck is of the same snow-white with 
the body, and tlie legs are of the same scarlet with the 
wings. I have seen them of variegated colours, and 
some whose feathers were entirely of the brightest scar- 
let. The beak is blue, except at the tip, where it is 
black ; it is not long, straight and sharp, as in the heron 
kind, but vastly strong, and of a shape so singular, that it 
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;a^|^ptor8 brdktti. The toes 6f the bird are coimiBcted to* 
getliei' by a Bienbrane ^ like those of the duck kind, sa 
that it can swim^ but the legs ai^ ^Tig, and it nevev 
iiiake» this ^se of them m the commoB course of its^feed* 
nig ; the onfy purposei to whkh tfiese webs aeri^^ is the 
prdservatHm of ita life on Angular oecasions. The tidei 
are saddea ifi some partis of America^ where die iHid is 
cKMmott> aad wtule it is rootiag under some rough stones 
for a shell fish> it beconer oat of its depth, in tius^ 
case the les^ gnst of ahr mi|^ Uow h to 9^, and it 
ipust perid)^ for it does Eot r6ry easily lise horn the 
water whea out of its depd^ Th^ webbed feet are nd^vr 
useful ; it swims €A id can: reaeh diebottoai^ and as soon 
aa a saaall part o( its 1^ are out of the water, it takes 
wiag. 

Thus an iadulgiBnt PNrvidence hath taken; care, as 
well for its* peculiiir safety/ aa iis generaV support. As 
they are to receive thieir noofishoieht iVom animafe or 
plants, whkh »e found in the water> and y^t hm^ no 
power to swim, the lei^th of their Begs and neok su^^ 
&nently an^wefs aU' th^ir d^emands. If was weiH kndwn to 
the anciefitd, and its tongue was accounted a very gudat 
ftdksacy among tiilK Btte eaters of old t&nes. 
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Natural History, tfc. — Mountains — Rivers — Hints rrs* 
pecting the Improvement of their Navigation — Petro- 
leuxUy Bitumen, or fossile Pitch described — Gulf of 
Paria — Phenomenon peculiar to the Nile and Orinoco 
described — Sir Walter Raleigh^s enterprize in search of 
Gold — Indirect Commerce with the Spaniards frus- 
trated by the misconduct of Governor Picton — Re/Icc^ 
tion on his Character; his Prototype, 8^c. 



Hetd-Q«arterfl| Pokrto ox Citana» Marti 1803* 
DEAR SIR, 

In manj of the rivers on the west coast or 
gulf, are to be found sIiQiicsj lam^ntm, manatee, or ua 
cow, generally weighing from 8owt. to I6cwt. llif In« 
dians and negroes harpoon it similar to the whale; iu 
flesh is said to be good either fresh or diy. Some of 4m 
species have been caught in the Frendi islands, twenty 
feet long and ten broad. The pantoufiier, or zigene, is 
to be met with also ; this dangerous, voraoious monster, 
measures from ten to twelve feet long, and thick in pio« 
poiUon, with a bead shaped like a hammer, large, terrific 
eyes, and a wide jnouth, well armed with toedb, moi>e con^ 
veniently disposed for biting than (boseofthe sbwk, whose 
body it ooore resemble. This homed fish has beenoftea 
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found at Guadeloupe, in the road of Basse Terre, but it 
is common to some of the Antilles. Tfhe alligator and 
guana are ako commos-; the latter is eaten Yxj^ the ne-? 
groes. I have seen a scorpion here about ten inches 
long: these creatures are reckoned very venomous ; and 
I should suppose, from what has been said respecting them^ 
that, were a person to be stung by so large a one as the 
one I saw, it would be immediate death. There are 
a variety of snakes, but as I liave not seen any of 
them as yet, I cannot giv^ you a description of tlieir 
kinds, but as I mean to travel over a great part of the is- 
land in the course of next month, I shall have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing them.. 

The Jire fiy is a remarkable curiosity, though very 
common in America. It has two tubes or horns, and six 
legs, having four wings of a bright flame colour, two of 
which only are to be seen when it flics, and the other two 
when it rests. The hght proceeds from a circular patch 
under the wings, and is seen only when elevated, like 
sparks oi fire appearing and disappearing every second. 
The air is full of them at night, but never in the d^y 
tim^, nor could I trace wh^n any of them rented. 
, The mfsquitoes are peculiarly fond of tormenting the 
Europeans, almost ipdii^riminately, but I have no reason 
to complain of them, as they never troubled me ; — ^in- 
deed, I have been a fayourite of tbeir's, not only on the 
continent, but in all the islands wherel have been. In St. 
Domingo I. could not help admiring their conduct, when« 
tjiey waged, war against the usurper ,cut-throats, who ap- 
peared on the parade with pustules on their faces, so covered 
as to induce metoimagine they were all ill of the small pox. 
They were the potent allies of Toussaint, and constantly 
played their harrassing part at night. I knew an .Euro- 
pean gentleman, whom I saw on tnj way through New 
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Jersey^ and found him confined to his chamber from the 
bite of one of them. He had been in that situation for 
six months^ but at last got bettel*. These flies may be 
compared to our gnats, but more troublesome ; — when 
they bite, the part itches very much, and if scratched 
till it bleeds, a sore generally ensues ; when healed, the 
matter always appears of a blackish colour. 

The sandfly is another troublesome insect, which is so 
small as hardly to be discerned. If the wind blows^it 
is not able to bite. 

The centipes scolaptndra morsitana, is here very com- 
mon, but I do not learn that any harm has occurred 
from it. 

The insect, called chigro pulex penetrans, is also com 
mon, small, and black, resembling a young flea ; but 
soon after the destruction of Cape Francois in 1802, 1 
observed them in vast numbers, in the ruins, as Iiarge, 
and sometimes larger than our common flea. My com* 
panions were constantly molested with them, particularly 
a young gentleman from Boston (New England), of the 
name of Burrows, on his passage to Philadelphia ; he 
was almost crippled-by them ; he, however, got wel) im- 
mediately on his arrival. This troublesome insect insi- 
nuates itself in the soles of the feet, towards and about 
the toes, where it forms to itself a small bag like an hy- 
datid, about the size of a pea, wherein it deposits its in- 
numerable ova. The cure is efiected by extracting the 
hydatid, or bag whole, with the point of a needle, or 
other sharp pointed instrument ; the female negroes are 
peculiarly expert at it Should the hydatid burst, in 
performing the operation, each ovtmi, when hatched, 
forms for itself a fresh nidus, and hydatid. The early 
symptom is indicated by an uncommon degree of itch- 

N 



98 TRAVELS IN TRINIDAD. [Le*. 7. 

ing, and when neglected, it frequently endangers the 
loss of toes and feet. 

Tlie feathered tribes create admiration from their 
splendid plumage and variety. It i^ my intention to de- 
vote a little time to them, in order to ipake a collection 
of the different kinds, to take with me on my return to 
England ; in the mean time, a description of the rivers 
may not be uninteresting. 

There are in this island three distinct ridges of moun- 
tains, the northern, middle, and southern, covered with 
incorruptible woods proper for ship-building. The 
rivers, several of which are inconsiderable, have been 
traced and examined as to what distance they are navi- 
gable ; and a .report l|as be^rt qiade by Mallet,- with res- 
pect to the improvements they may be capable of, by 
deepning their beds, making canals, 8cc. But as this man 
(though a creature of Picton), never discovered any ta- 
jentg, except a series of ill treatment towards his amiable 
wife, I do not imagine that his surveys merit any notice. 

Th<> navigable rivers on the west coast which disem- 
togue themselves into the gulf of Paria, are the Caroni, 
Guaracara, Coura, and Siparia; those on the east coast 
of the island, are the Ortoire, Neg, Lebrunchcy and the 
Oropucke. 

Mr. Christie, a gentleman of considerable talents, in 
•the Surveyor General's department, is preparing to sur- 
vey the river Caroni, a few miles distant from hence. 
This is the principal river of the island, being navigable 
from its entrance to the Aripo, a branch of the Caroniy 
a distance of about twenty miles. The views of govern^ 
ment are, to connect the Aripo with the Guaro^ a branch 
of the Oropucke^ also navigable to the sea, which will 
open a conimunication from the west coast of Paria, tp 
the east coast, or Atlantic^, and also to clear the bed o^ 
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the Caroni of the rubbish, so as to dram the great savau- 
nah before mentioned, which will be the means of not 
only rendering the Port of Spain healthy, but facilitating 
an easy intercourse with the interior of the island. The 
river Ortoirc^ or Guataro^ is the principal one on the 
east coast, navigable to Morne Orange, a distance of 
about twenty miles, having from two to five fathoms 
water ; but as the mouth of this river is shoal water, it 
would be requisite to cut a navigable canal to the bay of 
MayarOf which would give the facility of ejcportation to 
the production of an immense tract of cultivable land. 

In the bay of Mat/aro, we find safe anchorage, having 
good holding ground, a fine bottom of sand and gravel, 
and may embark or disembark at any time of the tide. 

The Ncg runs a short distance parallel to the shore, 
forming u sort of canal about six miles in length, which 
receives the waters of the Mangrove trees that spread 
over all this part. The water of this river is black, and 
so tainted, as to make the sea frodiy all round its mouth. 

The Oropuche is navigable about ten miles on the 
bunks of this river. A fine settlement might be formed, 
containing forty-five divisions, about 14,400 acres. The 
rivers Guaro, Siparia, and Lebranche, are insignificant, 
and hardly worth noticing, because neither of them are 
navigable above 6000 paces. 

Tliere arc several marshes ; that of Caroni might be 
drained as well as those of Ortoirc and Oropouche, but 
the marsh of Lagona Grande is inaccessijble. The 
marsh of league is level with the sea, in which there me 
two gulfs ; one has an elevation of about seven feet, and 
the other twelve: mud and calcareous earth are conti- 
nually gushing from them. In the months of March 
and June, the two principal months, they enyt metallic 
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particles, stones roiimded by friction, and other heteroge- 
neous substances. 

Rio Grande, is a valley belonging to the crown, which 
lies about sixty-eight miles from this place, containing 
eleven divisions of 320 acres each, with a fine river 
meandering through it, having good anchoring ground, 
sheltered by a head land from the north-east wind, and, 
being healthy, it is remai^ably well adapted for a white 
population. Bullandra is another place I deem equally 
advantageous, and not more than ^x miles from Kie 
Grande^ situated on the southrcast side of the island. 
I'he reason why I give the preference to these places is, 
not only their superior situaticm with regard to health, 
but their distance from any other settlement, which 
would prevent them from having wiy intercourse what- 
ever with the corrupt society already mentioned, ; 



** Creeping in the putrid sink of vice.'* 

(I have just seen a considerable quantity of petroleum^ 
bitumen, also called pisasphaitos, carabefunerum, gummi 
. funerum, mumia, carabe of Sodom, fossil pitch, and Jew's 
pitch, a mineral sulphur, sdid and Ught in substance, of 
a dusky colour on the outside, but a deep shining hiack 
within, having but little taste or smell, except when 
hei^ted, in which case it emits a strong pitchy odour. It 
was brojaght from Copt de la Brea, situated in the west- 
ern ex%remity of Laguna Grande, where there is a lake 
of it, elevated between jseventy and eighty feet above 
the level of the sea. We are informed by Father Gu^ . 
millu, that some Httle time before he came to this island[^ 
(which may be reckoned nearly about seventy yearsVa 
spot of land on the western coast, about halfway be- 
tween the capital and the Bidian village, sunk suddenly, 
and was immediately replaced by a small lake of pilch. 
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to the great surprise and terror of the inhabitants. I 
suppose, he means by the capital, the Tillage of La Brca, 
for I do not learn that any other Petroleum lake is known 
in the island, but the one above mentioned. The ques- 
tion now remains, whether this Petroleum would not 
supersede the use of copper, for sl;iips navigating these 
seas f If it would, what a great expence would be saved, 
not only to the nation, but to individuals. Surely the 
experiment ought to be tried. Thc<Vollowing is Dr. 
'\ Anderson's account of this Petroleum:^ 

^'^ A most remarkable production of nature in the is- 
; land of Trinidad, is a bituminous lake, or i-ather plain, 
'".known by the name of Tar Lake; by the French called 
, La Brea, from the resemblance to, and answering the 
1 intention of, ship-pitch. It lies in the leeward side of 
I the island, about half way from the Bocas to the south 
' end, where the mangrove swamps are interrupted by the 
' sand-banks and hills ; and on a point of land which ex- 
tends into the sea about two miles, exactly opposite to 
the high mountains of Paria> on the north side of the 
gulf. ^ 

^f The cape, or headland, is about fifty feet above the 
level of the sea, and is the greatest elevation of land on 
ti\is side of the island. -Trom the sea it appears a mass 
.; of black vitrified rocks ; but, on a close examination, it 
\ is found a composition of bituminous scoris&, vitrified 
sand, and earth, cemented together; in some parts, beds 
of cinders only are found. In approaching this cape^ 
Uhere is a strong sulphureous smell, sometimes disagree- 
lable. This smell is prevalent in many parts of the 
ground to the distance of eight or ten miles from it.^ 

This point of land is about two miles broad, and on 
the east and west sides, from the distance of about half a 
mile from the sea^ falls with a gentle declivity to it^ and 
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is joined to the main land on the south by the continu- 
ation of the mangrove swamps ; so that the bituminous 
plain is on the highest part of it^ and only separated 
firom the sea by a margin of \^ood which surrounds it, 
and prevents a distant prospect of it. /Its situation is simi- ; 
lar to a savannah, and, like them, it is not seen till tread- 
ing upon its verge. Its colour and even surface present 
at first the aspect of a lake of water ; but it is possible it 
got the appellation of Laie when seen in the hot and 
' dry weather, at which time its surface to the depth of an 
inch is liquid ; and then from its cohesive quality it can- 
not be walked upon^"* 

'^^ It is of a circular form, ^bout three miles in circum- ^ 
ference. At my first approach it appeared a plain, as j 
smooth as glass, excepting some small clumps of shrubs / 
and dwarf trees that had taken possession of some spots • 
of it ; but when I had proceeded some yards on it, I 
found it divided into areolae of difl'erent sizes and shapes: 
the chasms or divisions anastomosed through every part 
of itj the surface of the, areolae is perfectly horizontal and 
smooth ; the margins undulated, each undulation en- 
larged to the bottom till they join the opposite. On 
the surface, the margin or first undulation is distant 
from the opposite from four to six feet, and the same 
depth before they coalesce ; but w^here the angles of the 
areolae oppose^^ tlie chasms or ramifications are wider 
and deeper. /When I was at it, all these chasms were ^ 
full of waterj^-the whole , forming one true horizontal 
plane, which rendered my investigation of it difficult and 
tedious, being necessitated to plunge into the water a 
great depth in passing from one areolae to another. 
The truest idea that can be formed of its surface will be 
from the areolae and their ramifications on the back of a 
turtle. Its more common consistence and appearance 
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is that of pit-coal, the colour rather greyer. It breaka 
into small fragments of a cellular appearance, and glossy, 
with a number of minute and shining particles inter- 
spersed through its substance ; it is very friable, and, 
when liquid, is of a jet black colour^ Some parts of the 
surface are covered with a thin and brittle scoria, a little 
elevated. 
^y (J^ As to its depth, I can form no idea of iy for in no 
part could I find a substratum of any other substance ; 
in some parts I found calcined earth mixed with it. 
y^ Although I smelt sulphur very strong on passing 
/'over many parts of it, I could discover no appearance of 
/ it, or any rent or crack through which the steams might 
issue 5 probably it was from some parts of the adjacent 
woods: for although sulphur is the basis of this bitumi- 
nous matter, yet the smells are very different, and easily 
distinguished, for its smell comes the nearest to that of 
pitch of any thing I know. ^^'1 could make no impression 
on its surface without an axe : at the depth of a foot I 
found it a little softer, with an oily appearance, in small 
cells. A little of it held to a burning candle makes a 
hissing or crackling noise like nitre, emitting small sparky 
[with a vivid flarme, which extinguish the moment the 
candle is removed. A piece put in tlie fire will boil up 
la long time without suffering much diminution : after a 
' long time's severe heat, the surface will burn and form a 
thin scoria, under which the rest remains liquid^ Heat 
seems not to render it fluid, or occupy a larger space 
than when cold ; from which, I imagine, there is but 
little alteration ori it during the dry iponlhs, as the solar 
rays cannot exert their force above an inch below the 
surface. I was told by one Frenchman, that in the dry 
season the whole was an uniform smooth mass ; and by 
another, that the ravins contained water fit for use dur- 
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kkg the year. But neither, can I believe: for if, accord- 
ing to the first assertion^ it was an homogeneous xnass^ 
something more than an external cause must affect it to 
give it the present appearances;. nor without some hid- 
den cause can the second be granted. Although the 
bottoms of these ramified channels admit not of absorp- 
tion, yet from their open exposure, and the black surface 
of the circumjacent parts^ evaporation must go oa amaz- 
ingly quick, and a short time of dry weather must so<m 
empty, them ; nor from the situation and structure of the 
place is, there a possibility of supply but from the clouds* 
To shew that the progress of evaporAion is inconceivably 
quick here, at the time I visited/ it there were, on an ave- 
rage, two-thirds of the time incessant torrents of rain ; 
but from the afternoon being dry, with a gentle breeaae 
(as is generally the case during the rainy season in thia 
island), there evidently was an equilibrium between the 
rain and the evaporation ; for in the course of three days 
I saw it twice, and perceived no alteration in the h^ght 
of the water, nor any outlet for it but by evaporation. 

*^ I take this bituminous substance to be the bitumen 
asphaltum LiriTKBi. A gentle heat renders it ductile; 
hence, mixed with a little grease or common pitch, it is 
much used for the bottoms of ships, and for which in- 
tention it is collected by many ; and I should conceive 
it a preservative against the borer, so destructive to ships 
in this part of the world.- 

'^ Besides this place, where it is found in this solid 
state, it is found liquid in many parts of the woods ; and 
at the distance of twenty miles from this, about two in- 
ches thick in round holes of three or four inches diame 
ter, and often at cracks or rents.^: This is consequently 
liquid, and smells stronger of tar than when indurated, 



and adheres strongly to anything it touches; 'grease is 
(he only thing that will divest the hands of it. 
, ^' The soil in general, for some distance ronnd La 
/ Bray I is -cinders and burnt earth ; and where not so, it is 
^ a strong argillaceons soil; the whole e^Kceedingly fertile^' 

which is always the^case where there are any sulphureous 
. particles in it. ^iBvery part of rthe cpuntry, to the dis- 
; tance of thirty miles round, has every appearance of be» 
' sng formed by convulsions of nature from subterraneous , 
Ares. In several parts of the woodd are hpt springg^ 
some I tried, with a welUgraduajted thermometer .of Fah- 
ipenheit, were Q/(f and 22^ hotter tho^n the atmo^heiie at: 
the thne of trial. From its |>OHiiion to them,, this partof 
the island has certainly 'experienced .the offsets of the* 
volcanic eruptioiis, irrhich have heaped up those prudi«» 
gious masses of mountains that terminate the province of 
Paria on the nordi ; and no doubt there has been, and 
atill probably is, a communication betw^n them. Onet 
of these mountains opposite to I^a Bray in Trinidad^ 
about thirty miles distant, has every appearance of a vol* 
canic mountain: however, the volcanic efforts have been 
very weak here, as no traces of them extend above two 
miles from the sea in this parit oi the islandi and iht 
greater part of it has had its origin from a very different 
^eause to that4)f vokanos; but they have certamly Iai4 
the foundation of it, as is evident^rom ll^ high riclge .of 
mountains which surrounds its w,in4w^d sid^ x^ protect 
it rfirom the depredations of the ocean, and id its only .hajr« 
rier against that overpowering element, and may properly 
be called the skeleton of the island. 

*' From every examination I have made, I find tha 
whole island formed of an argiUaceous'^arth, either in its 
pritnitive state oar under its difFerentanetamoEphoses. The 
bases of ihe mountains are composed jof>KcAi>tei ar^t^ 

O 



i66 TEAVEM nt TBliaDAD. [^L 7% 

hiciMtmt tftkhm tHhotnargo^ botth^ pfanns or kmlalkU 
remaining ik^b'ly in tiie 8^me mobt state aq at its form*- 
iidn, the Coilipoilenit particles bave not experienddd the 
f icii^sittideii of MtQre so much bm die moce elevated parti> 
•ons^qij^ntly tetain more of their primitive forma and 
jptop^ttie^. At argtIlaceotM earth is formed fiom the se<^ 
diiijeni of the ocean^ frtm the situation of Trin^ad to 
lite c^titiMfit^ ifM formation is Easily acooonted for, graat- 
ifig firsf, the formatiofi of the ridge of monntetna that 
Hdtifld Its #iiid^^wrd side;; and the high moontaiiis on th6 
^^Minent t^af tiittrly jdM it : for the great inffiux of our* 
i^ti iilto th« giilf of f^afia from the coasts <:^ Braiai and 
AnMtsia, m^st brhig k vast qtiantiiy of light earthy parr 
Dh*!^ frdifi th« ft6ufh<>f the numefroni In^ge rivers whic^ 
trav^le thesfe parts of the continent: hut tlie currents 
liAng replied by iS^e^ ridges of mountains^ eddies and 
8iiek)th*wdt^ MM he ppodoced where they meeft; aad op 
pose ; atid th^refhite the earthy particles would subside, 
ahd fortn banks 6f ihud, and by fresh aocamuktiDns 
n&d^A, #ou)d soofi form dry Ulnd: aad £rom tbeserims^ 
il is eVideht such ft tratjt of comitry as Trinidad must be 
ibrm€fd. Btit theie causes still e^ist^ ^Eind die effect fram^ 
^em is ^id^t ; for the islatid isr daily growing on the 
tt^^^i^d side, as mtty be seen fh)m the mtid^^s that ex- 
fend a great way iiltd the gulf, and there ctaitantly in- 
drease. ? But from the ^eat influx from the o^xan oi^ the 
south ^d <^ th^ Inland, and it^ egtt^s to the Adantie 
again, through the Bocas, a channel must eVer ^bt be^ 
t^een the continent tod TVinidad.^ 

To consider attentiv^ ttie Gu^ of Pdria, KAMik*^ 
tides Trimdad from tbi dbntinent, one is iqpt Vo iMime 
4at itwa^lom tl^efrom, at some period i^ atber> by:% 
ci^ukion, and the appearance of jibe Boeases ftiroogn 
I^'tinaRarits thd^a^nmftioD. Sir WJAlMir Y«tag» Bavt< 
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^fbmi speahMig of T^gp^ i$ of ibi.Miot^ 91^mv^ xmpf^i 

iQolioMl k) 4iMei book tfc^ b^MlWibln bar99(et> ^ the 
disl;»Bce is too gctit to gUr# oiQ^9a$i:t<^tHfi f^s^sf Uon. I 
do not mean to itiim tiM bis ^pJWfli^ it^.f^foneou^^ b^t (; 
tfaittkbe WAS rftth^r. bftsijr m Ui# ^WoJllfi^ns- 
Thft gulf of Paria was ^rigin^ljf .kf«9Yrn by t)^e $^?fi-- 

Watetx&ea: its ieogtb fi^ota fi«jt to w/«i9t if ^bo# .^tj 
8«a leogvQi^ Aodus b«4^ from iMWlb ii^ §P\itb Mu^^w*. 
The lesser arm of the riyi^r (Jrotmif0sCAm^ l^'^^ffnAk^, 
Of Ghwuuel of Abe Fdbbksj md,» jiMugtber vf ^m^i* i^H^ 
mifio^tioaftj of Turkms wi4tb«^ dU tour io ibM>ritJM^iyf» slii^09^ 
lira fioooD Ike mainUtteaiki of the m^j^mi^ bWfW ^f! 
tributary oblation to ithis iokAd 9M^ ff)S^% ^^^bA(> 
witb the Mraten UactA upoo itbff fi9^Ul«o». ^^aU^^Pl, bjTf 
the irade widds^ foim tbls gulfj ilffiMg.iA ^t^. nHiWW: 
dftseiibed in my ficst lettet^ tbcough Ah» Mofom* Tb^ if* 
lands in tbe nortbem eotjraneo i^ipediiig i|9 \fi9SfW> ^^ 
to^coao^trate it into aix)dy of watf r^ wbfMP tb« fiireMR; 
OK^inatos ivbioh nuwalottg tbe <^d|^0f tbirMV^bfr^ pof^<* 
tiooftt^ as far aaths banks 6f JMi(wioiwUw4i tfut WfJil 
]^noi«^ to Bailors by tbe apfttUatipQ pf jthe Qiilf %f <|^« 
llt« guif ofPanahoa four iosuf^ iolo tj(^% 4tifi^tif^ 
tfiree small ones on tlie eitt^ern lidi^^ Md ^ lirsf P91I 
id>out two leagues broads on tl)e WQaA> ^is^oft %(jljpi^i^ 
to Vuria. To thia> W0 are to)d, ColiWbMf gAV^ tbf^ 
name of itoc6t5 i2e/ Drago, or Dragoi&'fl lOPUtb- On tb§ 
norda side also> tbe gulf is sepcurto (} frpm tl^ Al^Wt^? fi^^ 
by a narrow neck of fertile land, to whicb bo ga\'e th^ 
name ot Paria, on wbich stands Point Saline, i^bj^bited 

* Vide his Tour through several Islands id Uic years ire 1 and 179^4 

I- 
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By a few Indtans^ wfao^ huve villages tbialy scalt^ed" 
aTong die coast. Tl^ southern and westem sides of the 
gulf are tow and swampj as^ ftur as the Cano dc 
fedtmalts', where the Onmoko may be said' to b^^in^. 
teing the grand eimal of coamanication with the 
main stream of the river^ mei|surtng^ in its extraEne- 
lehgth^ about fifty leagues, with an esisy na^gatton. 
This river, with regard to its periodical overflowing, is: 
simiBftr, m all respects^ ta the Nile, banning abont the 
same time (the month of Md^> and increasi^ pro^res^ 
Hvely till October> when it begins to decrease in a gca- 
dual manner ^ the mooib-of April> at wbiahtime it k 
e:riguoii8 andsMionaiy* Tbis^phenomenon is not pecu«^ 
liar either ta this Oronoko: op tlie Nile; ik is common to^ 
(Mier rivers>i:hat ^ve their rise or coarse between the 
ti^picsi when" heavy rains constant^ iall at c^stain sea-, 
sons of tb^ yeahF,'^v)N€h eause then> ta break jhgough or<- 
dinafy-boii6Kls>-ai^ overflow tlbe adjacent countoes k^ 
their pia^ssage.tb^ t|ie sea^ puticulaily in Siam, Be$tgai, 
find other parts- o£ the* £ast Indies^ The Eiesiam, or 
northern winds>-whiejfah annuaUy hiaw dtuing a certain 
l^e, are supposed>taoon tribute not a little to the over* 
fiowing of the Nik^ by retarding its couise, and fcux^tn^^ 
the sea-agkihst -1^ mouth of the river. This plausible 
hypothesis will equally c^{dy to the Oronoko: it begins 
to overflow when the trade wind, shifts to tlie northward 
6f east^ and decreases agaimwben it shifts to the south- 
ward of east, -when the mouth of the ri:ver is less exposed 
to its influence. This,^ together with the ckmds Ibrmed 
by the vapours of the Atlantic, as far as the Coxdiilierat 
(the Irighest mountains in the universe, extending above 
1,500 leagues from the Isthmus of Panama. to the 
Streights ef Magellan), where they condense and fall in 
violent rsuns, is undoubtedly the cause of its overflow^ 



Bat ^ phenomeiioa appears^ according to Abb£ ffay^ 
nal, to depend more on the sea than on the land ; al« 
though Father Gumillay who seems to have e^camined 
this singulis eff^t with jceat attention^ is of a contrary 
opinion^ and asserts* th^t it i» the rainy mtMn thai deter- 
mines the increase. 

Thirst of knowledge, or morefpropenly speakiRg, thirst 
of gold^ led the enterprising Bld^gh again to the neigh- 
bourhood of this river in the year 1616; but extreme 
sickness prekraitiAg his attempt to discover the mines in 
person, whkh, he was U>ld> were somewhere on the banks 
of the Orowho, he dented the no. less gftUant Captain 
Keymis to that sesviee, yfith five ships. Three weeks 
after«aids,.laodiag by nig^t^ nearer a Spanish toym than 
theyexpebted, they were annoyed by the Spanjsh troops, 
who weive prepared jGor their reception. The Epgli^h^.fs 
usual> behlaved gallantly, but the obstacles ik^ encipun* 
tered> with the loss pf 1x0^ a brave/ellow, i^iong whom 
was Sir Walter^s eldest son> obliged them to jabaQdon^^tlif 
lesoltitioii of exploring the mmei9* Caftfin K^jjm^j tq 
mitigate his ill succ^, apd.to induce A)i;t^, l^p^> j^rp^ 
duced two ingots of gold, together with th^ Spaf^ish gf^ 
vemor's p^pars, among which were found four letters^ de- 
veloping Sir Walter's enterprize to have been betrayed 
by his enemies.at the English court, and the preparation 
made by the Spaniard^ to receive him. 

^' To the just indignation which he conceived on this 
occasion/' says his biographers, ^^ was added the morti* 
ficatipn of finding that Keymis had not proceeded to the 
mines. He reproached that captain with having undone 
him, and wounded his credit with tlie king past recovery. 
This effected Keymis so sensibly, tlmt he retired to his 
cabin, ,where he shot himself; but finding the wound 



thrust into hk heaft.* 

The Hi dUtftof SkWateei^iiAMllli^rcMMiiot mSkt 
hka to refpair Keymk's fie^eet. lie was incapable of 
sodi a T^yage^ aod, at the same timey was ia eoatmifi 
apprehension of being attacked by the S^aaiMi armaday 
sent out on purpose to Itff \<^tfor aiid4eilreifr him; 
but the enemy misaed Inm by kayiag in tiie wronf 
place* , \ 

To tbe eteitial dhhoM^ of James I. iat ilte r^eordedj 
that to his riiamefti) dtipUcity^ and dattanily fearft^ th^ 
honor of the nation^ die saccess of the expedkioa^ th# 
lives of many brare men^ and the mi lilafy wpatation of 
Raleigh were sacrificed. For irtiile he oMMvaged 
Raleigh, by granting him a speoial eomanssidQ Anr thtf 
enterprise, he not only disavowed it by hjs^itatsteii. to 
the Spanish aaibassadorsj bat^ as a proof thiit ha4id not 
wish well to the design, he saflered them to give the 
iBonbassftdors the particaliffs of Raleigh's force and desti«- 
natien ; which being ^rwarded to the court ^ Spam, 
occasicmed the vast preparations that he foand roady on 
liis arrived to oppose him. 

Sir Walter Rdeigh could not forbear reproafbing the 
court for this infamous conduct, in a letter feom St* 
-Christopher to the secretary of state; and this deter- 
mined the ministry to take him off, as the only method 
of extinguishing the hopes of the people, who wished for 
a war with Spain. Thus you see, by the duplicity of a 
weak, hypocritical monarch, and his execrable and 
wicked ministry, in frustrating the progressive pro^rity 
of England, that we did not gain an early footing and 
possession of the rich banks of the Oronoke. Probably 
it is not yet too late to think of the grand design^ which, 
when undertaken, may be easily accomplished. 



Mucb^ my 4ear SUi kns betn aot^eipatod ftoi» tbo 
jjK'oximity oi* tbi$ kdaixl W tiie Onmoko^ tJbat ibe iiH 
direct c^mtcferoe >tQuld |)ix:>v# importaibUy bwefi^ial to 
Greet BiitoiH. I am Me iof ibcuNi wbp a^mi that i4r 
vou]4i iS meaqd hi4 beeBu adopl^ to chamb it^ wkhout 
the Boaalleyt iaIanFitptiw ^thar ki peaoa<^ wi^^ providad 
Trinidail war^ bWfltied ^itjb (^^mmA pnwlaot govanaor^ 
iMvitg tlia progpavity of the oafiniWy at baari more thaa 
bi» own iflltaleftt* But iAfOeiid df tha^ tbai^ baa baea 
ona wboiecoii4«i9l[ makas oia fb«id4«F at tba^fint attaiapt 
of UtdeUoaaiiaft. Bui tb|» laotad aaura^of trutb^aad 
the hcmof and wdu^/mk of my coaot/y dannad the taak 
ofaoma ooe ^-^I wish to God it bad faUea to the lot of 
ote whole fediof^ am Mk so aa*la 9» vaina; notwith? 
8taaduii0^ I aoi unpallad to prooqad^ iaviUxig} jtstice to 
aid my todoBVoxm. 

After looking over history &om ^ Wy^va daj§ of 
WalLj to the more antient ones of Nimrod, I cannot 
find his exact prototype. The nearest assimilation is 
PeJezzETj described by Ba^on de Tott in Part iv. of his 
Memoirs, with this exception only, instead of comparing 
him to so noble an animal as a lion, he ought to be com- 
pared to the bear and wolf, for his cruelty in destroying 
some of the Spaniards who carried on the indirect com'* 
merce, which put a total stop to that beneficial branch. 
It is impossible to calculate the injury sustained by his 
sanguinary measures, not only to individuals, but to the 
country that employed him. Like Dejezzar, he regarded 
nothing but making money, though to raise it, he did 
not proceed to the length of pounding people in mortals, 
or smothering them in sacks. It is to this barbarity of hi? 
talents, and the sordidness of his, views alone, that Great 
Britain did not realica considerable advantages from this 
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colooy during thie tinie it has been under her protection' 
Under her protection did I- say ? Suffer me to sybstitute' 
«ome other word. A$k the ^wretched iidiaibitaQts^ ask 
the plundered mwcbants of Pert ef^pain, how they 
have been protected from the iron Tod^f oppressi^^— ^ 
and then we shall understaad tiie aeuiiii^of British 
protection^ in a Britwh colony^ with the Spanish Inqui* 
sition^ in the successful tideof experim^xt^ instead of the 
mfluencial blessings of the English laws:-— It is «iough 
to say^ that neither commerce nor ccmfidenoe will ever 
approach the celony so long as the former is GontinuaUy- 
at the nod of any wicked govemOT^ to make use xxf it as-* 
an instrument for ihe reaU^ing his own fortune^ iand 
that of Ms confederates. Believe me^ I wish myse]f> 
in Old England again^ for Qiy life is not for a mome&t: 
safe in this colony^ at least so long as the bcMrrid iostnw- 
inent is in the hands o f > ^ 

Fak, 
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Cohnial Strength — HovO improved, and the Advantage^ 
that niight be derived from it — Bonapartb's specu^ 
lative Views with regard to South America — Surinam, 
his Military Dtfot-^Hints which might lead to coun- 
teract them — Jamaica^ why may it not follow the Fate 
of St. Domingo— Roome's Plot — General Christophe's 
extraordinary Proposal to the Author^ which he declined 
^^Jn Account of the Mutiny of the 8th West India Rfi^ 
giment — Settling the Island of Trinidad with Africaijs, 
and the Danger attending the Increase o/'Negro Troops 
reprobated, Sfc, 



©EAR SIR, 



Heid-Qijarteri, Puirto oi Eipana, Msreh 1803^ 



IT has been remarked by some judicious 
vrriters^ that ^^ colonial strength consists in the number 
of whites." The observation is as forcible as it is true, 
but that strength must be made up of what we call small 
planters! The adrantages which would emanate from a 
white population in this island, are, in my opinion, various; 
the local ones derived from their industry, are already xm- 
derstood. Let me now consider it in a belligerent point 
of view. The recent treaty which has been so much re- 
probated, and in dome instances, very properly coh- 

P 



demned, has put the aspiruig Ruler of France in posses- 
sion of a vast extent of sea coast in this quarter of the 
■globe, we may say from the river OroH<sko^ lat. 8^ 25' N. 
long. 59** 26' W. to the river Amazofi, lat. O"* 18' N. long. 
51*30'W. in which are included Cayenne, Surinam, 
Berbice, Demerara, apd E$seqnibo. T^e fruitful and ex- 
panding mind of the tonican will not be contented with 
these bagatelle acquisitions, — Spain, impotent Spain^ 
happy under his fVaternal care, will not disoblige him, if 
he demands the full sovereignty of South America. Por^ 
tugal will not disoblige him, by refusing her portion, — 
he is only to ask for it, and be may Juive itj, for those 
powers.are caually jis much afraid of liira, ^s the inhabi- 
tants of thi$ island are of Pictpn. The dpUars of Peru 
(which he greatly needs) would enabk him to contend 
with Britain in commercial and military advantages. In 
absolute possegsion of Uje continent of Europe, from the 
Adriatic Gulf to the German Ocean, it is in liis power ta 
shut every port in that extent, not only agflinst our mauu- 
fectures, but our colonial produce. This is the situation 
of Britain after a successful war, — ^a war unparalleled in 
the history of any country or nation whatever: — the 
prospect is rather tenebrious — ^-^' Give us peace, and we 
shall soon do for the British Government." This was the 
boasting lapguage of ^1 the French generals in St. Do- 
ptingo. Wslv, however horrible it sounds, with all its 
concomitant train of evils^ is, in our presient predicam^t 
})etter, for peace^ under tip circumstance of the treaty, 
would ^paraiise the fundamental principles of our com- 
mercial relations. ^^ French Guyana^' says a Paris paper*, 
'^ happily situated to the windward of the Island (Trinidad^ 
has been enlarged in extent by a cession of part of the ter^ 

* Journal 4ti Debits of the «6 Veodenwepe, October lO, i«ou . 
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fitorjf of Porttigali which <3lptm to onr enlightened govern^ 
ment a vast Jleid for speculation^ agricultural, cemntereial, 
and military r 

This is a very broad hmt> if we are willing to embrace 
it in its limitary import ; but, Sir> as we are now situated, 
* it is almost impossible to curb, in these parts, the gigan- 
, tic strides of the aspiring views of the Corsican, unless 
Trinidad is made a military depot of seasoned white?? ; 
if sent when young, they will be able to undergo the 
baneftil effects of military hardship** SHrinam is the 
only place to the southward where the French can esta- 
blish themselves for military purpose* 5 the colony is fer- 
tile, capable of furnishing provisions sufficient for an ex- 
pedition of many months. By hating a few chips' of 
war in constant readiness at Trinidad, any expedition 
they might plan there, would be easily fnistrated. The 
distance is short from the east, point of this island to S/i- 
rinam, which is laid down in N. lat. ^^ 52^ W. long. 
55* 2' it may bo reckoned 438 miles on a south-east half- 
cast course. Whatever may be his views, let us only 
strengthen ourselves in this island with a white pO|Hila- 
tion, arid we shall always be ready to make conquests 
highly important to the British empire, or to yield suo- 
cours to Jamaica, in case it should be attacked. Tliat 
it will be attacked, if tlie negroes maintain their inde- 
pendence -against the French in St, Domingo, is moiit 
certain: probably the period is not very remote. My 
reason for yielding to this belief, is groimded on several 
conversations I had with General Christophe* two years 
ago, relatiNt; to the re-populalion of St, t>omingo, Citi- 

* This Negro General is a native of St. Christopher; was bred a 
taylor, and speaks English as 0Drrccdy as aiiy Creole. Hq is now 
second ia command in ihe Empire of Htiytu 



116 TRATBLS IN TRINI0AD. lLet.%. 

2ca Roome, one of the ci-devani commissioneis from th€ 
National Assembly of France, but lately an agent from 
the Directory, suggested a plan in conjunction with 
some of his jacobin adherents, to sedaoe the slaves in 
Jamaica ; and with that view dispatched one of them to 
Kingston, who was arrested soon after his arrival, and 
executed. As this plan had been laid without the know- 
ledge of Toussaint, he ordered citizen Roome to be ex- 
iled to a fort in one of the mountains near Grande Bi* 
viere, about fifteen miles from Cape Franfois, where he 
continued until he was transported^ to the United States 
in August 1801. /One of ^om^'s plans, as Christophe n 
told me, was to send some small vessek to Jamaica, to 
take away slaves who were willing to embrace freedom. 
To thb Toussaint would not listen, because it was con- 
trary to the treaty he had concluded with general Mait- 
land, to which he^shed to adhere with the most scru- 
pulous fidelity. ( ^^ But the straggle we nave had,'' said 
Christophe, " in emancipating ourselves, has so thinned 
this island, as to require efficient measures in order to 
re-pe(^Ieit; therefore, the generarif£(^ss^^fi^ would be | 
glad to know whether you* would. con tract to supply 
him with a few hundred emigrants from Jfrica, agree- 
able to the terms already proposed." I pointed out the 
impracticability of any British subject engaging in such 
a contract, without the consent of the British govern- 
ment, which, I was certain, would never be obtained, and 
would, likewise, prevent the subjects of any other nation 
from doing it so long as Britain is mistress of the ocean. 
'^ Then," said Christophe, '^ if we cannot procure emi- 
grants by fair and honorable means, we shall adopt some 
clandestine mode. It is equally as lawful for us to en- ; 

• Meaning ttc AuUior. 
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• cotirage tlie escape of those iu bondage in the neigh- 
i bouring islands^ as it was for the slave , trader to take 
: them from Jfrica, coofiequently it will be worse for the 
(British government. I perceive, after all^ we shall be 
\obliged to embrace ]^(Mn^. plan/' The terms which 
general Christophe alluded to, were to import emigrant 
(for he always avoided the texm negro), from Jfrica, at a 
'* certain stated price, who were to be considered redcmp* 
- tioners for fourteen yearsj^ the value of each cargo to be 
either paid in produce, or in specie, which would ho. 
lodged in one of the American banks, at the option and 
disposal of tlie contractor. I have stated this merely to 
convince you of the measures that will be pursued by 
tlie chiefs of St. Dommgo, should they support their in^ 
dependence, and the danger the planters of Jamaica 
have to anticipate from that event. Instead of opening 
the flood-gates of the Guinea market upon this new soil, 
lot tl>e government only hold out elegible terms to 
whites, and you may depend in less than two years (not 
withstanding the siQy outcry against the climate), a vast 
number of Uighland/srs from America would re*emigratc ; 
— they would be glad to have such a prospect opened 
to them, — infinitely more preferable than pursuing a 
sterile existence in the wildetncsh o{ Canada, on the 
barren rocks of Nova Scotia, or in any part of the 
United Sffl/w,— where many poor fellows have been de- 
luded to their sorrow, and would wish to better their situ* 
ation. If the foregoing considerations have any claim 
on your attention, I trust you will appreciate them ajj 
the only foundation on which it will seem practicable to 
build the future security of the sugar colonies. If the 
ministJy are determined to add to tlie great bulk of ne^ 
gro bondage, by putting this island on the same footing 
with the rest, the danger will be greater, fot t^at and im- 
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becilHy will oertainly take root together. It is an hidw-- 
putable faot^ that a new negro is mme |»*one to insur-^ 
rection than the creole slave : the latter, mibdHed by 
babil and education, is more reooneiled td^ hi« hard lol 
than tf le former, whose spirit h not enough broken by 
example to bear with patience the cutting ksh of the 
whip. The negro troops already trained, are ready when 
an opportunity oflers, to plunge their bayonets into the 
bowels of tbe'whites, and will aid the endeavours of their 
colour in the work of emancipation. The black barba- 
rians of Uie 8th Wesi India regiment ha?e tfceir proto- 
types in all the other West India corps, who are only 
waiting fpr a proper opportunity to wreak their vengeance 
on all whites, like Lieut. Wastnays. This gentleman's 
fate is such a strong proof of what we have to expect, 
that it ought to be known to every Englishman ^ho may 
wish to embark in Wesi India speculations. Indeed, 
tlie whole detail, as it appeared in the Berbadoes Mer- 
cury of the 24th of April last, ist interesting, 

'^ Roseau, DomiKica, Jpril 14, 1802. 

^^ On Saturday morning, the ^Oth instant, accounts 
;irrivedj in town, express to his excellency governor 
Johnsjone, that a mutiny had broke out in the 8th West 
India regiment, of which his excellency is colonel, who, 
on the preceding evening, had revolted against thftir of- 
ficers, and put them to death*; in consequence of which 
an alarm, was fired, and the colony put under marti^ 
law, which was sanctioned by a CQuncil of war, to coa- 

* Captain. Cameron killed; lieutdntnt M^Kay ditto; HeHteoant 
Wastnays ditto; cpmmissciry Jaoo ditto; qvol-ter aod bvrack- 
master serje^at M'Kay ditto ; ^el^irk of ^the elieck, Barrpn* daiige- 
rously wounded ; and quarter-master serjeant Young, wounded. 



tirme for fotirteen days. The diSexeni qorpa of loiUtifi 
were imiOi^diately iksp^iabW \n \ovfn, bM a part of th^ 
6$th regimept, wkh a^iout ^fty men pf tbq St. George's^ 
commmd^c) by <^pt. Poddi^ wd the St. Luke's inde- 
pendent company^ wey? inaBi,?4i^tely embarked in some 
of th^ drogbing ve^^ls, in . or4er to act i^rith the 8t. 
Jobn'a ii^dfpeodpnt compaliyj commanded by captain 
Trotten On Sandfly Jbis ei(ceUw(2|y embarked with the 
jremainfler of the 68th^ and arrivi^ &t Prime Mup^rts on 
the pvening. of the saoie d^y . Prpviov^ to Uw thle muti- 
neers had m&de a, sortjyej, ip wh&cb tjb^y had a skirmish 
with captain Ti^otter'* cwipany^ but in ib© cud were re- 
pulsed and Anyen back by tfac^t company^ supported by 
the marines of the diflppent.sb^ps 'm ^e hay ^j wbo e0bo- 
tqally contiaued to k^p tb^m wtbin ,4be post, ti)l the 
force which aqcomtpavied the gov^nctr wa$ disembarked- 
His excellency found on bis ^wal| that terms had been 
proposed to migpr HamUtw { ftftef whlcb^ several inteiu 
views, between part^ deputed from Ait muiiu^etB and 
our commander^i tpok pla^i th^ result of which waa^ 
that they shouM syrreud^. oxd biy dpwin their arma^ 
which beipg^greed t^^ ^nrdtb^iW men should march 
to take possession, the goverO(0!r, «t the he^d of a detacli» 
ment from tb^ Koy^^ oommm,disd by c}apt Pu^^ley, from 
the SaiQts> about 900 of the 68tb> oommaiftded by majorp 
Scott ^ HfftniltW^ 'md idie marines commaaded by 

captam m . ,■ t fi tPg^that with H^me officers and prii- 

vat^sof the QrtiUery> entered the garrison, when they 
found the mutineers drawn up on their usual place of 
parade, with the colours in their fron/t. They received 

* Tto Magnificmt, oF 745 ExiceMettt, 74; Severn, ii; and 
Gaiete sloop of war. 
t We have not btenatdejto Itam this gentlefoan's aame. 
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onr troops witli presented arms^ and oWiged two of tbehr 
officers*, whom they had spared from the massacre of 
Friday night, to take post in their front. - Tlie governor 
drew up his troops in two lines opposite to them, rode to 
the line of the mutineers, and directed theiii to should^ 
and ground their arnis ; on which he rdde to the rear of 
tl>c front line. They were then o^rdered to advance three 
paces in front ; at which mornent a serjeant (Church) 
called out, *' Noj general — no.'* The governor then re- 
plied, if they did not instantly obey, he would order the 
troops to fire upon them ; on which the whole seized 
their arms, and a general fire commenced, by which many 
of the mujtineers f^ll, and the remainder dispersed themh 
selves in different ditecfticms. Previous to their disper- 
sion, captain Semant aii^lieutensmt Beaubois, with the 
St. Luke's independeAtr eonapany, had received orders to 
occupy Fort Shirley^ in which were &oriie few of the 
mutineers'; but being- fired upon, and having no instru- 
ment with which to force Uie barrier gate> they were 
obliged t^y retreat.^ After tiiie s^ene on the parade, mafty 
of the surviving fugitives Were seen^ scrambling upthe 
outer cabrit, others fled up the inner one, md those who 
could attain it, tunning along the line to- tfte ridge, dis- 
charged, as they passedythe citfiilon. whlcti had been 
previously lo^ed, and pointed -on their • pursuers, and 
then. threw them8clve»^ headlong over tl>e |>i*ccipice; 
Such, however, was the spirit ^f inl^cpSd -activity mani- 
fested by every white individual in the garrisbn, in storm- 
ing the remaining posts of ahe mutineers, that in the 
course of half an hour the whole were completely re- 
duced ; and these daring banditti may now be said (ex- 
cept about ISO, whoar^ prisoner^ on boai^d tb* ships of 

* Captain Barre and lieutenant Rhringtoiu 
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Ivar) to be almost wholly ej^nnuuited. It is with great 
latisfuctibn weiind oiir owa loss has been very triflings 
aocording to the best ocobuntsi amounting to twcmty 
killed and wounded* Licutejoant M'Kay and Ueuteoant 
Wostnay s appeared to bare been peculiar objieots of their 
rage. . laeutenaUt Wasinay's fate was truly lamentable. 
Tl^ese .barbarians baviug stripped hxm^ fastened him to 
a tree, pricks him with their boyonets> and mutilated 
bun in. a mbst shocking manner^ even retarding that 
deatbi which would have been a boon^ as torounating 
his sufferings ; and the dead body of lieutenant M'Kayi 
the first victim to their wrath, they equally insulted, by 
drawing it about th^ po^t in a manner too horrid to re- 
late. — The strongest powers of panegyric would be faint 
to give the due tribute to the merit of every corps which 
was engaged in the late perilous scenes; — Great praise is 
dt^e ;to captain Bcnjmnin Matthews, of the ship Fanny^ 
who volunteered his services, vvitli several of his crew, 
«aud whose exeitions on this occasion were highly useful. 
It is with concern wc atate, that oqe of his men was dan» 
g^rously wounded ]by a grape-shot*/' 

♦ The causebf tills mutiny Is attributed to tne colonel the hou. 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, but as he will soon take liIs trial on 
four charges exhibited againft him by major Gordon of the said regi- 
ment, it worid be premature to offer any comment at present, al* 
thot^h I tnight be juflnficd in matters of Bicu as well as in giving the 
public a deiached a,ccouot i^ his. <;onduct during the time he was 
fffpfemor of JJommic^p whicl)^ accordiing to the information in my 
possession, docs not evince much prudence. Having hinted this 
much, it may not, however, be Improper to state that colonel John- 
stone exhibited charges againft major Gordon, on whom a court* 
martial sat from the soth January, 1804» and continued till the I4t]i 
Febmary following, relative to the rqgimenty when the m^ior was 
honorably acquitted^ Major Gordon has since preferred some char- 
ges oh which colonel Johnstone will be txicd* The first isi for kav* 

a 
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To ibis account I feel urged to add the scntimeiibi of/ 
the assembly of Jemaicm veqpecting these bbu:k tf^ 
SMBlB* ^ When, the assembly agreed to give Britijih^ 
fiay to 2000 meD^ the measure was hdd out as a. substi-^ 
Uktft to avert the evils and imminent daugers^ at that* 
time api^ebended by the inhabitants at large, from hav-*^ 
bkgUMck tioops raised and sent here^or in other Ian- 
guage>anned slaves to defend and protect the rights^ the 
libertiesy aiid {tfoperties Bot only of freemen^but of British . 
snilj^ects/!*-*^ m€4nmre not tmly cosmdercd toprocceid/rom 
iptoranct cf eiir local mcumUaneti^iof, our laws, rf our 
toHiHiuiioH, kut vitmtd with abborreme ani imdignatiofty. 
mhkk it could motf^U to cxciic I Sec»t ocoirrences in 
•ome of Us Miyeety's windward islands^^ and certain in-^ 
stances^ whidi have actually occurred of desertion of 
•ome of the blade tioofjis qfiartered in this country^ fully 
justify die i^inrehenMons of the people from having a 
foiceof tbisdeseriptioafStationed in their garrisons^ the 
mint especially wbm thadang^ons eonse<{uenceswhich^ 
wiustlbllowupoa the desertion of the black ^oops are 
adverted to* This measure was adopted by his majesty's 
ministers^ regardless of repeated and urgent representa- 
t|<»is made by the assembly against it^uhich appear in. 
the journals of the house ; that whenever such, or any. 

ing detained die money intended for tiiie subsistence of the corps \tc< 
the hands of the paymaster-general for his o^fm v&t at the same 
dme weU knowing the men were in great want of xty and were main— 
tained by their officers, who made ercry effort, boA by adttndng. 
money, and obtaining d^, to keep them quiet, and to prerent the 
mutiny which adhiaDy took place. On this charge I am not at liber* 
ly to hazard an opiniDn, any ferther than consbtency urgps my say- 
ing, diat the seeds of disorder and insubordination were sown in their 
nimds before the regiment was embodied, an4jtha£ ittardingf their 
pky served only to facilitate the mutineering spirk to ^n open tftp* 
tnre, which is evident from what has happened. . • 
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other miritt^ry estaMwhment, 13 found to be inexpedient 
or dangerous^ it is conceived that the subject hat an un- 
doubted right to relief; and the house is vreM attnrad 
that his Majesty's paternal goodness will always induce 
him to gratify the wishes of his faithful subjects in that 
respect ♦." The rest of this spirited and pmdent resolve 
goes on to state the reason why they* originally agreed to 
subsist ^000 white troops^ as an express stipulation^ '^ that 
no black military establbhment should be raited or seat 
to Jamaica. An additional indncement for amuntit^ to 
burden the people with so heavy anexpence, and to depart 
from what they consider to he their inherent right, was 
, the full confidence that most important benefits would be 
obtained from our white, population being augnunttd bjf 
^he future cotqriization of these men and their famiHa in 
4he island; a j)lany and the means for efieeting which, 
formed a part of the proposition^!* Without taking a 
retrospective view of the barbarities of the colour in St. 
Domingo, we have here a MijRcient preseptiment of what 
they will do, and the just abhpriience in which they are 
held by the white people of JtfmatVa^which 1 hope will 
stimulate you^ Sir, as a member <}f the Imperial House of 
Commons, to investigate t^e baneful tendency of arm- 
4ng the West India slaves ; and tp enable you to bring 
the question fairly before the hous<;, it >vould be neces* 
^ry to have an official return of the various courts-mar^ 
:lial for one year only. Since I have b^en in this place, 
they have been very prolific in the way of punisliment^ 
^which is, alternately night and morning, inflicted directly 
imder the wmdow.of my apartment. At the rate Aey 

^ Rfoeeedingi of the House of Assembly of Jamakai Kn^tcm 
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go on »rith it^ I inu$t suppose tlie \ibole rejgiment are 
flogged four tiaies round ia the course of t^ twelve mouth. 
Until you gpt a f^ir view of these cqurtsi-nuurtial, it will 
be iinposi^ible to form a perfect opiniou of th^ nc^ture of 
the negro rjegimeqts and their predilection for crimes: — • 
then you will be convinced jiow far |t is incumbent oi>. 
fbe British government to disband them^ UQt in any of 
the colonies, but in the interior Qi Africa ^ put of the 
reach apd ppssibility of .doing harn^.j Bryai^ ^waixls, 
. Jisq. the late historian of the coloi^ie^, did not entertain 
that sanguine assurance of their loyalty and obedi^J^ce^ 
>vluch otl^er ifuthprs do ; no, he jnodestly advanced his opi- 
nion thus, (speaking of the qegro regiments embodied 
by general Williamsoq, during the speculative war of «S/. 
Domingo, and afterwards disbanded by general Maitr 
. land, before the MoU of Cap^ Nichola wa§ evacuated)jj 
^^ Whether any great dependence .might be placed 
on the proper subordination and loyally of such a body 
of men in time of peace^ or on their fidelity in time of 
war, with people of their own cast, (a^d in pases where 
no white tropps could bp brought to co-pperate ^itl^ 
them), I will npt venture to decide*/' If the blacl^ 
corps are to be kept on fhp JVest India establishment^ we 
shall^ in time, be a|)le to judge of thejr k>yalty ai^d sub? 
ordination, — ^prpbably npt jiufficjently until they hav^ 
set up a form of govermnent for themselves, like their 
neighbours in St, Domingo ; and thi$, I imagine, wemaj^ 
safely predicate will \>e thp issue pf the speculation^ 
I intreat you. Sir, to peru§e and weigh w ell the forc;; 
going cpnsiderations^ also to analyze the ^mts I have 
thrown out respecting a white population, before the 
crown lands are disposed of in this island, which will 

♦ Vide his Ppstfoipt to the Historical SuTFty otSt. D9imngOi to| 
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immediately open a vast prospebtto a few individuab ia 
Liverpool^ and will enable them to continue to ride in their 
, roaches, eat turtle^ and drink port or claret. Before yotf 
suffer twenty mjtlipns of British money to rush into the 
hixuriant soil of Trinidad, it is prudent to inquire who is 
likely to reap the benefit of it ultimate^. Be not bia»r 
scd by the gplden dreams of avarice ; let humanity alone 
guide you before you plant the old system in this new 
aoil ; but if yoju thin^ there is not enough of misery t(* 
ready in the western hemisphenSj crying out tp the Bri- 
tish government for redress^ you will, in that case, give 
the crown lands to the best biid(|er, and a roilliouof 
ipjurders wjll sooqi bp added to the t|ins of Britain I 

I remaui^ Sec. 



P» Sf The bent way) in my hun^blc opinion, to employ 
tbe negro troops is, in case hostilities should be decla^ 
against Spain at any future period, they migl^t t>e em- 
ployed in the reduction of some of the rich towns and 
territories belonging to that power in this quarter of tbe 
VPpvkL Thai a conquest, highly important to Great 
Britaitt, might be attained, is by no means impossibly 
which would open a wide field to our commerce and ma- 
pufacturcs, and might ultimately lead to the complete 
subjugation of either Mexico or Peru, where tliere is aif 
|AUch treasure a^ yfoyld pay off the national debt. 
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Jpprehenno^ of D^^ger — The Illii^trioiiji Gabildo, or 
the Inquisitum-^JLaw Froceedmp — Plaintiff an4 
D^^fMrfanf-T-Eseriyanos^ or Lawytn-^SvtindKngAneCf- 

' dHe—Tlu Juthtn^i Visit to the Bastille— TWif Hor^ 
ton <>f it pwrtraytd'^Commimon itlegalfy imied by 
Picton to destroy Negroes aeci^ed of Witchcraft 
— The Proceedings under thjis Cor^missio^ describr 
td — ^Ro!^tta Smithy hir ittfl^ence-^). p. Vallot^ his 

' engiee — Murder of a Negro^^Hon Fhillip Langcton^ 
his Mode of silencing a !km — The ejfnsnve Inqmsos^ 

- ment of Mr. Dotrding, Sfc.fyc. • 
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IDEAS SRi 

OINGE the commeacement of diese IeV» 
ters^ I frequently indtilged the idea of reUnquidiing alt«^ 
gether my present ptnrsuhs^ from the many d^Bcnltieji 
with which I am cnrcumvented^ and .the danger I am ex* 
posed to in a colony governed l;^y the Inquisition. If 
the members of it only knew that my pen is so devoted 
to the cause of humaniQr^ ibey would soon torture the 
hand that holds it ; Uierefoi^e I am obliged to be e^ 
trem^y cautious, least my inquiries should insinioate sui* 
|iicion : I shall be as expeditious as possible m order to 
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leate tL colony already so much a pfty to cakmsy aad^ 
fiactioik The Inquiution, or ai it it miUly and «MMft 
nobly termed^ the IUu$triou$ CabiU^, consista of iMn 
teen members, who meet' ewy Monday to plot 
destructira.; it is composed of a French jmito of ja- 
cobins, the dregs of Spain, and Am iltby outcasts of the 
scum of Great Britain and Inland, From this putrid 
Yortex are annually chosen two judges, one styled jac^e 
of the first election^, and the other judge of the seconds 
who , act independent of each other, and hold se- 
parate- tribunals, bnt each, to the same purport, mke» 
causes are tried in the following manner, though die 
teal code of laws upon which, they act, I am unable U> 
comprehend, nor do I learn they have any code at all ; 
neither that justice has any share in thetystem. I leutm. 
this frooi^ the very best authority, that, however malign-* 
nant, cruel, and corrupt the Spanish.Coi2e dea I$^a is, itnd 
which, they make some pretence of flawing, they have 
so far overtaken it,.as to build upon it a system of cruelty 
even hitherto unauthorised by Cortaz and his barbarian 
followers: — henceevery clause remote from reason makes 
a liak in the cliaui.of the Trinidadajnriqmidentia. 

The plaintiiF,' who might as well pretend to stop the 
torrent of the gulf of Paria in its-, progress through the 
Bocasei, as. to look for justice in. the equity of his canse^ 
unless he has doubloons enow to sport on the issue 
of it, goes to work by employing an Escrivano to expiess 
the merits of his cause, which is done by scritQ,oT peti- 
tion to either of these judges, who, on receiving it, signs 
his name at the bottom, often without reading tlie con- 
tents or tlie prayer, according as the glitteriag pcesenta^ 
attendmg it wiU interest his fancy. The deiendant emr 
ploys another, and sometimes the same Escrivano, who 
replies by scrUo after the same manner, and so they go 
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QD like a bk^rse in a mill for months and years^ until the' 
EtcrivMos have accamulated their scritOB to several 
hundreds* Aa it i& their interest to multiply the scntos^ 
as much as possible^ they continae till they ruin either, or 
both, the plaintiff and defendant. The judge$ proceol iik 
,tbe Uke manner to try criminal causes^ and as they are* 
not restricted in partiality^ they very often punish the 
innocent inst^ of the guilty^ on a mere ^ladow of accu^ 
i^ition, whereas they suiler the very guilty to pass with- 
out punishment^ although the evidence of criminality be 
at once as self evident as the light of the sim. I wondei[ 
how far. the British government will suffer them to pro^ 
ceed without making an inquiry into their proceedings ^ 
And how long are they determined to allow a large por* 
tion of his. Majesty's subjects to lay, as it were, exposed toe 
be jMreyed upon at the mercy of such a horde, similar, in 
all respects, to the gallinazoes?"^. There is another spe-t 
ws of these violators of justice, called Alcaldes of the 
l^ario, n^eaning, I understand. Justice of the Street, cho- 
sen from among a ragamuffin crew that would disgrace 
the purlieus of St. Giles. They determine simple causes 
with the same partiality and injustice as tlie former, but 
more flagrant and disgraceful if possible, ^nd as they are 
.equally ignorant, consequently the fruits of their de* 
cisions will be found accordingly. 

The last, and minor members of the Inquisition that 
must ever remain as a monument of intamy, and will 
occupy a long page of disgraceful obloquy in the historic 

• 
* G?JIioa70, or American vulture, a ravenous and filthy bird that 
feeds on canion, and wlio instantly devours all dead carcasei^ 
which the hunters have skinned. They are better known in this id- 
land by the appellation of the Governor's Life Guard, from tlie alsK 
crity with which they devoured tliose who had been hanged. 
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v6lttme8 of ^ British colonies^ is the EKrivat^ei. If 
they cciti i^rit^i it ii all the educatioa required, but they 
must givtt strong proof of their depravity of character 
before th^y can h^ admitted ; they ar^ indeed addicted 
to eyery kind of depraVied habits; and what is 
very surprising, ihey are intrust)^ with every man's 
public afrait*s, for thl^ir offices are the only iiepositories 
for an deeds^ insl3ruments> i^c, drawn by themselves. It 
Will appear, from the different accounts I have heard, that 
this body of milicrednts have acted ?ery shocking deeds 
since the colony haa been in the possession of Great 
Britain. Were I to relabs every instance commu- 
hicated to me since I begun to inqmre into t^ieir con^ 
duct> I should swell my correspondence to an enor- 
mous bulk. I beg leave to present you iirith aibw umo- 
tent fragments only of their guilt, as a feature from 
which yott may make due and accurate deductions. 

Some little time since one of theiki of the nahae of 
Don Diego do Alcala, was detected by a M* Begorrat in 
forging the signature of the prior governor Chacon, to a 
sentence in favour of some person or other who was not 
entitled to it, for which he reccivjid six hundred dollars. 
M. Begorfat used his utmost endeavours to bring him to . 
the punishment the magnitud'e of his crime demanded, 
but as he was a favourite of govermjr Pictpn, who did 
not seem to wisl> his friend any harm, notwithstanding 
there were many other crimes of the like import loudly 
calling out for justice against him, he escaped the secret 
conclave of which he was a member; but, perhaps the 
constitution of tlw colony placed him above the reach of 
doing wrong. Some weeks previous to his being delect* 
ed in these forgeries, he Was sent for by a French gentle* 

man of the name of B > who had lately arrived. 

B 
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who being indisposed^ and possessing a large property m 
the island^had bis will made by Don Diego in the Spanish 
language^ a language which the French gentleman and 
his ehildrendid not understand^ to whom he thought 
he had legally bequeathed his property. It so happened 

that M. B recovered, and was ind uced to send to Don 

Diego's oiBce for a copy of the will, with a view to sub* 
mit it to the careful perusal of one of his friends who un- 
derstood the language, when, to his great astonishment^ 
the will in question was found regularly'drawn in favour 
e[ people he had never known, and consequently total 
strangers to him. It was drawn in favour of Don Diego's 

own wife and children, without a shilling to M, B ^s 

nine sons and daughters. He was neither tried nor pu- 
nished for this direct robbery, only suspended in the seat 
he held in the Inquisition. Notwithstanding his many 
errors and crimes,be will certainly bean important witness 
when the secrets of the Inquisiticui become the subject 
of parliamentary investigation, which, I trust, for the 
known humanity and justice of my country, will be soo» 
called for. Will the Almighty God prosper Britain 
when it fosters and protects a spot like this, already so 
deluged with horrid crimes f To go ani;/lvisited the 
Bastille the other day : in the lower department, which 
appeared to me in somewhat like a hen-coop, but proba- 
bly about twenty feet square, were lodged no less than 
one hundred negroes, with large ugly heavy chains rivet- 
ed about their necks, waists, 8cc. ; and, to my great asto- 
nishment, several British seamen confined in the same 
filthy hole of an apartment along with them^ Pas- 
ing by one of them, he gave me a benignant glance, with 
a large swelling tear suspended on his eyelid, which 
I construed to this effect, though he said something I 
could not well hear. *^ I have been more than eight 
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years fighting the external foes of Great Britain : this is 
the delightful manner I am treated by her internal ones: 
what a reward for my services T I inquired the reason 
^'hy the poor tars were confined^ and found it was for 
the great crime of being out late in the street^ a lib- 
tie disguised. If they are liable to be confined for these 
simple crimes, why is their confinement made so igno- 
minious to the gaUant lads, who deserve better treatment? 
But, alas! power will be abused in all places out of Eng^ 
la)id. ''In some adjacent cells were lodged about thirty 
}ior more poor Africans of all ages, accused of witchcraft, 
j Tiecroroancy, &c. : all tliese unfortunate creatures were 
I shackled and rivetted to the ground, much exhausted with 
' ^ long and tedious confinement, and extreme heat in a 
dirty hole; it is remarkable they sustain existence, upon 
, the simple diet of impure water and plantains. These 
' last unfortunate creatures are tried by a deputation from 
the Inquisition, usually consisting of some French inha 
bitants, who proceed to trial upon vague grounds of 
^ accusation, under a commission illegally issued b^ 
Governor PictonJ. It is a well known fact to those 
who are acquainted with the manners and custopis of the 
Africans, that they are fond of collecting apd carrying 
about with them any kind of bauble they may promiscur 
ously meet with, either ip tlie fields, rivers, or ,elsje;i^hfire. 
>jow,Sir,sotimid,orothei'wiscsodinbojicul^yign.orantapd 
depraved are the French and Spanish inhabit^ts of jf V /- 
indad,^nd so easy is Pictpn's mind influenced to sacrifice 
the life of a fellow-creature, which he seems to consider 
of no value, that he immediately believes all the trifles the 
Africans carry about them, are to assist some supernatural 
talent or other ; this is sufficient to put them to death. 

* This ideniical commission is now before the Privy CounciL 
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I h'dVt seen many of i\t€ Itaublcs taken from some of 
these poof victims of human ignorance and human cruel* 
tJes^ which consisted of nothing else but fossils, hones ot 
various animals, stones, seeds of plants, and ams^l pieces 
of metal belonging to different kinds of furniture. To 
riie these baubles appeared quite inn.ocent, and 1 dare 
say, \f ill equally so to the majority of the ei^lighleri^ 
world, unless they implicitly believe certain paradoxes 
advanced by some antient writers. /^Pliny says^ His- 
TOR. lib. vii. '^ that there ?ire in j4frica ^lan^ of men who ' 
blast ti-ees, kill children, horses and hercts of cattle, by j 
magic;'' and Aolus Gellius says, in his Nodes A^ticte, 
that in Africa alsoj, are '^ ^ome families who bewitch by 
the tongue, and by praising, blast trees, kill brute ani- ' 
mals and children." Is it possible to believe what De 
Lancbe says, in page 507j(th^t ^' a conjuror did grea^ 
mischief by uttering these uuintelligible words, Vachj^ 
Veck, Stcstjf Styy Siu?^ And again, P^etro della 
Valle asserts, in his iQth letter, that *' certain coirjurors, 
who, barely looking on, eat the hearts of men, and some-- 
times the hearts of cucumhers.'( ^' Those who try and con-? j 
demn the poor unfortunate Africans in this place, be- / 
heve air those things more than tliey do the gospel. | 
MHien a criminal is brought before them, he is accused^ 
of " making a sort of ppwder which produces insects, . 
to revenge all the produce of the estate or plantation, 
inventing by the power vif certain words and charms to 
destroy the canes, and do other mischief; such as be- 
witching one by his hat, another by his shoes, and ano- 
ther by the latch of his door, turning his money into 
fhing, or pieces of hprn^ and devouring a inan's heart; 
giving cruel uneasiness, and inflicting burning piifts on 
their fellow-slaves, and their masters and mistresses, kilU 
}Dg ihem^ and blasting tFees,*rc." * It iB cruet tti relrte (but 
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the seored cause ^f God i^ truth impel roe) { if siavet 
are brought before this depatali^m to give •vMrace 
against the <;riniiiia]^ who will refuse lo give such en» 
deuce as may lead to the oonvictiou of the accmed, diey 
(the witnesses) are put to the torture or picketted ! Sono 
in order to ayoid tifus excruciating puuisbnoeat, gif« 
false testimony^ and others again who had firmness !• ail- 
here lo truths have lingered away their lives in clost com- 
finement. Rosetta Smithj the aspira 6; horrenda vifgo 
of govemment^house^ acts the part of Inquisitorial-Gew* 
^al^ whose business it is to accuse the unfortunates above 
pientioned> as wel) as all others^ white or black. 

\ 

'* Wfae breaks with heiv prevakti reftogs from Hell t^ 

As she will hi^ve a conspicuous place in my subsequent 
porresponde<ice> I shall take htx up less often Uian I lime 
occasion, but beg leave to lay her aside for the present^ 
until I have an opportunity of introducing her to you ia 
form. With her Is connected in these horrid tranaactioDSx 
Jean BiV^TiSTB Vallot, ProvostrMartialof the Inqui- 
sition, pimp, pandeF> and spy to the whole frateriuty, as 
well as inspector of witchcraft, magic^ 8cc, It is bia biisi<» 
xtess, in conjunction with his patron, to invent new vfmn 
cies of tortures for slaves. They order the ears of run^ 
aways to be cut off contrary to tlie will of the propr^tors, 
fOkd have the superintendence of all the indecent casti^- 
jgotions, for which they receive a certain fee for each slave* 
Heneei being lBcrative> the more fhat are castigaied^ the 
inofe profitable to the eoneem. 
Som^ time in the Jtat 1801, a slave belonging to a Mr, 
jMacMHnara, having rcm'away^ was taken; Pictea, aa 
I yiso$i, ordered bis eari to bo cut off. In the operationof 
- 0|B^OMli»aiidate)a Ae }^ beiengtag to tbe BastiU^ 
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the lemhappy object dropped down dead. '' Fear/ says' 
my informaaty '^ probably caused the effect) for 1 couldi t 
not perceive (but I was too far distant to observe minute^ 
ly) that ihejuglum was molested." The dismal looking 
monster Vallot was present^ who seemed much elated 
on account of his having received his fees previous to the 
e^ieculion. ^' The same day/' contiaued my ipformanl^ 
(Mc«.Dowding^ who was confined more than two yeaa^s 
and a half in the Bastille)/^ I saw another black negro . 
receive a most severe castigation, until the skin was whol- I 
ly excoriated from his posteriors. I was curious enough l 
to ask this bleeding victim^ who was his master^ and wh^y 
he had done to merit so severe a punishment? He re- 
plied^ th^t he had no master, was a free man ; but what 
is freedom in this Colony? He formerly belonged to an 
English gentleman of humanity in the island of Grenada, 
who had been so benevolent in his last pangs as to be* 
queath him his freedom^ as a just recompense for his 
past services. He came over to Trinidad to obtain em- 
ployment as a wood-cutter^ and was accordingly employ^ 
ed by a Mr. Langton^ for whom be successfully worked 
until seventy dollars were due to him. Being in want of 
some money to sustain himself^ he demanded a part only 
£rom his employer^ who refused to give him any^ telling 
him to continue the work> and tha( he would pay him at 
a future period. To this the poor feUow would not c<»n 
ply^ alledging that he could not work without eatings 
and he must have money to purchase eatables^ as nobody 
would give him credit for them. Upon which he was 
arrested^ and thrown into the common, dungeon^ when 
Vallot finding he had no person to take his partj claimed 
him as his property for the jaol foes. He received this^ 
castigation for having been rath^ disguised. I then 
iksked him whether there were no niean^ of ohtp^ning- 
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^justice ;/to which he replied in his own dialect thn« :-^ 
1^^ Gubnahdaonedebble, dejayla da hee brodcr, an dejail 
I da hell. Whenjayla $ayhangum,Gubnahsaytttkdc ropelfy 
*^ This exornation excited my risible faculties as much 
as previously his treatment had claimed my commisera* 
tion ; accordingly^ I left him in the most excruciating 
pain^ putting a dollar in his hand to console bim in his 
unhappy situation." 

There are many more of these disgusting scenes of de- 
pravity in my possession^ but I think you have here 
enough of them to wish the prime mover of them in pri- 
vate the benison of all tyrants. 

Anxious as I am to proceed with tliis narrative^ with 
as few interruptions as possible^ I cannot avoid pausini; 
for a moment at such a scene as is here presented^ in the 
execution of this diabolical commission. Are we to con- 
clude that the wretches who compose it believe in the 
potency of drugs, charms, conjuration, and mighty magic, 
and in sentencing those poor creatures to death, do they 
believe they are performing a duty they owe to truth ? Or 
must we admit that they deride such exploded notions ^s 
unworthy of credit, and yet are so debased by their fear, 
or won by their interest, as to execute whatever the au- 
thor of this commission commands, however detestable 
or shocking to justice and humanity? Alas! in either 
case, the character of human nature suffers: — In one ca$e 
she is reduced below the level of savage ignorance, and 
in the other below the depth of savage depravity. 

Having mentioned Mr. Dowding, it is not my duty to 
pass him over in silence, — his long and tedious confine* 
ment merits my attention ^ and I hope an illegal and wan- 
ton exertion of authority will claim some consideration in 
your humane heart, at whatever period his hard case may 
come under your reprobation. This gentleman is a na- 
tive of Barbadoes, a^id^ I believe, had been many years 



136 TkAVfiLft lir TRINiPADi [Lct.Q* 

in England attending his education^ wtiere he has rnxof 
respectablor friends and connectiatn in the' mercantile 
line. He came here about three years ago on some busi-' 
ness or other of that nature. 

Opposite to the house he occupied was a g^og^sln^^ or 
more properly speakings a disfMrderly bouie^ kept by a 
Spaniard^ and a place of resort &» vagabonds c^f erery co- 
lour and description, who took it into their beads to wabe 
it a constant practice of ieaviag tfaeir fiHh at hi/i'door. 
He complained of the nokanee to the offi^^er of t|ie p^ 
lice, a Frenchman of the name of Laaauvagier, who told 
Mr. Dowding that he must take the aggressors whenever 
be detected them, said carry them to pr^op* Mr* Pow 
ding very properly replied that be could not with pro- 
priety take upon him the duty of a msigusitiQate. These 
vagabonds finding diat Mr. Dowdtng recaved no redress 
from theoffioerabovementi(Hied,peraevered» their former 
conduct, but in a more open and aggravated loanuer, till 
they were detected one evefting by his sfsrvant. Mr* 
Dowding, irritated at these repeated ac<s of insult, par- 
sued them with a stick, — they were too nimhle for him, 
therefore escaped a well meri ted chastisement. The nei^ t 
morning Mr. Dowding received a message from on Al- 
calde of the name of Bernard, to appear before him' to 
answer to a complaiut of an assault preferred against him 
by those vagabonds, which he obeyed, attended by some 
respectable neighbours to prove his inaoqence^ if neces- 
sary. It was to no purpose, for the Alcalde, partial to his 
Spanish friends, sentenced Mr. Dowding to the Bastille 
for an hour or two, who was of couree obliged to comply, 
but with the prospect of being liberated ; however, to his 
great astonishment. General Picton, instead of liberating 
him, confirmed the wnjusC decree, and desired him to quit 
the colony without delay, notwithstanding Mr. Dowdiog 
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remonstrated against the second unjust decree^ very pro- 
perly alledging the particular mercantile jaffairs in which 
lie was concerned would, if he obeyed, prove very preju- 
dicial to his interest, besides having landed property in 
the island, and unconscious of being a transgressor in any 
one instance whatever, he ^as firmly impelled to resist 
the new mandate, in itself not only arbitrary, and incon- 
sistent, but not extraordinary in the annals of Picton's 
odnriimsrtration ; which evinces to your canidid judgment 
how far the interest -of the colony, and that of Great 
Britain has been regarded by the military mamouth, in 
the ill-treatment he manifested towards this gentleman, 
whom he immured in an unwholesome prison, the Bas- 
tille of the Inquisition, for more than, as I have already 
said, two years and a half, and he might have conti- 
nued in that situation tq the end of his days, had not 
the benevolent colonel FuUarton introduced him once 
inore to society and personal liberty. It is super- 
fluous to mention, that upon the arrival of the colo- 
nel, he was (as an innocent man) set at liberty! I have 
no comment whatever to make on the important and 
ilisgraceful facts which I have exhibited in this letter; I 
}eave them to the reprobation of every admirer of British 
fiumanity and British fi^eedom. 

jfd interim vaU\ 
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JLETTER X^ 



PHlimimry Remarks — J Bhgrapltkal Skefclt of Cover ^ 
nor Pictoo — HU Origin and CQunectiom, with hisjirsi 
Carter in Trinidad — A cammon Mmk of ^^ raising the 
lYind*' di^hytd — Cmtnm-kQUH Rats and Panders— 
Jlii falu Exploits trnfuptted—Hin disgusting Coff- 
dttct to Stranger^ reprotuted-^Mudam ILosetta ^e- 
kciedfor a Mistress to prevent a Repetition of certain 
Crimes — The Houeif Moo n^^ Presents 6ato:iL:ed for 
Secret Services — Ucr Asctndam^ — Her pemhtive ond 
ptundtriiig Esceucs-^ Resistance dangtrom — The Go^ 
rernor sunk in the L^p gf Eiue — lioseita takes the 
Reins of* Government into her omi Hands — Her first 
Jet of Cruelty directed towards Mr$^ Griffiths and her 
I)avLghiers — The Governor remonstrated with on this 
Occasion — His romantic Reply-^The illegal EJtecu*^ 
tion of a Serjeant ofth^ Royal Artillery^ and a French 
Planter— Slaves clandestinely carried army, and the 

- Planters plundered — General R^ections, (tc. 



Head-Qoartert, Puerto be E^pana, March x$03. 
DEAR SIR, 

JLlR. BLAIR somewhere remarks^ ^' that 
the history of mankind has ever been a continued trage- 
dy, — the world a great theatre, exhibiting the same re- 
peated scene of the follies of men shooting forth into 



JLeMO.] *BPLEctioftk. l3d 

guilt, and 6f their passions fermenting ^ a ^\xkk pro« 
cess into misery/' 

Though biography 18 not onlya beacon to trarn^but fur* 
riishes a bright example to imitate, it is singular that the 
lives of vicious characters, and the hated colours in which 
they are exhibited> should not havt more or less an influ- 
ence on the callousand unprincipled. One would suppose 
that the bare idea of being handed down to posterity as a 
monument of depravity, would at times check thc^ 
vicious machinations, and May the atrocious deed ; but 
mitead of having this benign effect, we frequently see 
men perched on the giddy heights of power, sink into 
the abyss of apathy, experiencing no melody but from the 
sbund of torture. It it no less strange that the flagrant 
flowers strcfwed on the graves of real worthy should not 
simulate mankind to virtuous actions. That the finger 
of scorn, which hat ever been pointed at the tyrahtt 
who governed Sicyon, Ferret, Prset6r of Sialy, or at 
^e three wortqusj celebrated by Pope in bit Moral 
Essay^j Ward> Waters/ and Cbartres, does not tend to 
correct the example that leads to^ execration. 

The itfgenuous mind> however, shrinks aiFnghted at the 
contemplation of such monsters as the classic page often 
portrays^ The indignant feelings of the soul arc solemn- 
ly roused to brand and appreciate the sanguinary tyrant, 
and the worthless minion, such as a Tiberius, a Nero, or 
a Sejanus, amidst the splendour of usurped power, and 
the bareiaced flattery of grovelling pimps and sycophants. 
But these as they are characters who have acted their 
part at a distant theatre, having long ago made their 
exit) are not so well oalculated to make an impression 
at this period as those' who have lately started up in 
FrttHce, and those who are connected with us in d>e ties of 
country, Te]|igion; a^d manners. With these prelimir 
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naries^ I beg kave to commence a description of some o£ 
;t the characters now around me. I shall not attempt tO' 

conceal the truths nor invent falsehood, for I have enough 
of the former> without resorting to the latter. I shall* 
sfit mih them according to Sir Matthew Hales' maxim>. 
^'Let fne remember when I jind mynlj inclined to pity: 
a criminal, there is likewise^ pity due to the cotmtry" 

Thoma^ Pictony as being the leading character^claims^ 
our first att^tion. He ;wa» born, of obscure parents* 
somewhere on the mountains of South Waksi I am to- ' 
tally unacquainted with his early progress in life^ or with. 
his relations^.any farther than that he has a^ sister mar* 
ried in New Yorkyio a peddling broker of the name of 
i^ette, who was originally aa itinerant shawman or play- 
er in the Utiited States o( America \ at other times a* 
sailor, 8cc. He came here about two years ago to pay a 
visit to his broUier-ia*Iaw, who being devated.in a most 
^xtraordin^ mmner to the appellation of '^ Eacelkncj/^ 
which^npne of the family ever enjoyed before or since 
the days of Caraotacus, it was some time before little 
Bette could.be recollected in the pomp and grandeur of 
the great man's court, and even then it was with that 
coldness, which manifested a ti^easonable abuse of friend- 
ship^ and an inward perplexity^ the constant companion 
of pride, with a sort of secret sense of un worthiness that 
sunk him amidst his triumpht^and fancied greatness. 

There are some pitifiil wretches>. who having just 
emerged, by a perverse partiality of fortune, from the 
low^t condition, conceive that the only way of shewing 
themselves qualified to maintain their new character, is 
to manifest an extreme acorn for their old one \ and that, 
to evince an elevation of mind proportioned to their rise 
' of fortune, they have only to discard the associates and. 
witnesses of their humble bogimiings ; which, puts me 
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in mind of the poet's account of the metamorphosis oP 
Atlas into a mountain ; '' his beard and hair shot up into' 
a huge forest;* his shoulders and hands became ridges; 
his head' supported the place of a pinnacle; his bones 
were converted into rocks ; and bis whole person swelled 
out to a monstrous size,/on which* all the stars of beaten 
reposed.'^ Bette returned (as I am informed) disgusted 
at Uie change in- his brother-in-law's deportment^ as well- 
as liis morals^ who mistook pride for dignity^ giving 
himself airs of importance^ and behaving to all as if 
haughtiness were his- exclusive prerogative, as though- 
civility belonged only to private men; yet instead 
of being respected^ he was the reverse. Sensible tliat his 
conduct provoked laughter^ and deserved ridicule^ he told 
him one day at table^ that^ with all his greatness^ he was 
sure his situation was much more enviaUe when they 
lived ia Wales on twenty pounds a^-year^ than- as he then 
was governor of Trinidad. 

He^came here as lieutenant-colonel when the island 
/Was conquered under the command of the much lameat- 
! kd Sir Ralph Abereromby^who appointed him governor, ' 
He^ like many others^ entered upon public life teo early; 
was invested with the supreme authority of a commercial 
colony, before he obtained the knowledge of governing 
himself, consequently formed systems in haste^ upon false 
premises^*— on erroneous theories, erected upon tUe chime- 
rical fabric ci a treacherous foundation. 

Elated witli his elevated situation, he vainly imagined 
he should find favour in the eyes of his Sovereign (who is 
literally speaking the father of his> people), by pushing 
authority much farther than had hitherto been attempted 
by delegated majesty. In this island Sir Ralph found a 
considerable number of British runaways, or more pro- 
perly speaking > if 1 may use the expression, 'scape-hemps,. 



142 tAavels in TitiNiiJAi. (tet. id. 

from tb^ oAer West India Islands ;; men who would did 
grace^ if p<>sttblej either the soil (^America or Botany 
Bay. The Spsiiifatrds eneouragedy and their laws pro- 
tected tb^m ; henc^^ before it was capfored^ it was like 
America, a rookery for fugitive vagab^onds of every des- 
cription. Dreams of avariee^ and it^ proximity to the 
main^ held out delasive prospects at a distance t6 .mer« 
canlile men, who came with tbeir articles to realize the 
golden dreamt. To the planters they sold on qredity 
under the idea of probity, Httle dreading that the laws 
of the colony were in the bands of those of whom I have, 
in my preceding letter^ attempted to give a fiiint delinea- 
tion. Betrayed l^'^ these circumstances, it could not be 
expected, after the unfortunate merchant was precipi* 
tatcd into the snare of villainy/ his credit would maintain 
itself at borne without making returns^ which could not 
be made, as the laws of Trinidad prevented the planter - 
being honest, at least they would not oblige him, if he 
was inclined to avail himself of their protection ; the con- 
sequence was, as might be anticipated, the merchant be- 
came insolvent ; some returned home to give an accoimt 
of their misfortunes, and others remained overwhelm- 
ed with ennui. Elated with the dazzling refulgence 6i 
bis elevation, with the mark of the beast distinctly evi- 
dent on his forehead, Picton was ready^npon all occasions,' 
to authorise, if not to foment any measure, however scan-' 
dalous and mischievous, which tended to the augmenta-^ 
Iron of his fortune ; finding himself firmly fixed under the 
auspices of the Inquisition, he began to look round himy 
designing to make his reign as profitable ^s possible. 
ihc tools he selected to put his designs into execution, 
were like himself, corrupt by constitution, and had their 
origin in filth, whose lives might as well be measured by 
their crimes as by their daysj. making a jest of fame, and 
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)aiighing at virtue ;-*-he found them ready tp second any 
iniquii{|r witl^ gi^eedli^a. \V iUi auchexhalationsj drawi]i 
from the rankcf t fena /vid fouks^ ditcbea> he began \m 
career in thif ifland- 

Amoi^g thc^ first things t^t attracted hb attention^ wa(» 
jthe vendue office, which yielded monthly fire hundred 
dollars, if not more. Ciiaaibling-hoiuies» of which there 
Are many, afforded considerable gain; every billiard- 
table paid, and now pays monthly sixteei^ dollars, llie 
Cttstom«bouse, I was told, was a pipfitaUe concern, bat 
what share he bad pf it| eqormous fees, \ have not been 
able to learn, however, i^ is of* no consequence, — the fol- 
Ipwing statement wifl enable yoif to form somo idea of 
the lucrative situation of the cnatom-h^usc rats, Yot^ 
have plenty of such vermin at home, who arc, like those 
tliat are here, preying on commerce. When the evil is 
opcounted legitimate at the fountain-head, we should not 
complain of its nuisance at this remote distance: to 
be upon a par with those at home, the fees ought to be 
doubled. I'he captaiQ of the British schooner, Eclipse, 
(Parker), of seventy tons burthen, in the service of the 
contractor, Mr. Cruden, of tfarbadoes, entered 300 bac- 
TcU of flour, and cleared forty hei^d of cattle, upon 
which he paid the following fec^ : 
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Sitis.* 


The American ichooncr, Aspasia, of 


Collector - - . 40 





nittcty-oight toni, also paid 


I^aval officer - - n 
Comptroller - - 20 
Colonial Secretary G 


61 



D$tL>n, Bitts, 
Collector ... 39 
Naval Officer - - ig 6i 


Searchers - - - 5 
Harbour Matter • 4 
Fort .... . I 


5 

5 



Comptroller - - 13 si 

Colonial Secretary 6 

1 Searchers ... '12 s4 


89 


Si 


Harbour Master * si 




in this 


Fort 8 


* Nine Bitti make a DoUu 
Iiland. 


100 
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In additioii to this> may be reckoned the fimdwgo 
^Bcences^whicb cost eight dollars apiece. In shorty eve- 
ly thing that waa oapaUe of bttng nade kicrative^ he 
tiirned to bit advantage^ to that the Ant year of bis go- 
yemment yielded more Awi £.l6fiO0, most of which 
smn^ however^ I am well infoimed^ was obtained by <>p^ 
pres^on and peenlaiion. The oppressor and peculator^ 
I have always considered the pests of society. The [dea 
of a series of national servicea (ev^i where there ift n co^ 
lour for it>^ cannot ptlliale the charge of having made 
tbousands miserable ; - bot^ I cannot find that thk (^^es- 
sor and peculator has any suob plea ia nrgt > unless in;* 
deed we explode troth for awhile, to give credence to 
his pai>ders^ when they hoaat of his fek^ exploits^ inirns- 
irating invasions, insurrections^ witchcraft^ mighty magic, 
&c. which they have been in the habit of trumpeting so 
]ong> that they now firmly believe the reality of what was 
originally the dbild of imagination. Supposing their 
cihpty assertions were really well fdunded, will it ft>r asK^ 
m^nt diminish the crimed and the cruelties laid to hi$ 
charge which I am about to developed 
* Settlers {British) began now to crowd into the island ; 
they were all obliged, as soon as they landed, to be intro- 
duced to him, according to the usual custom of the Wt^ 
India islands, when he never failed (if he disliked the ap- 
pearance of any of tbe^trangers) to usher them to his mi^ 
rador ; aod after pointing out to them a gidlows which he 
had caused to be erected in an oblique direction from his 
house, he used thus to accost them: *' Look at that gal-» 
lows. Sir! if you do not behave yourself proparly, yo» 
may depend on being hanged, — ^go about your business; 
ar^d let me not hear any complaint about you/' ^ 

What a salutation for a British subject from a British 
governor, in a British island ! One would be apt to sup- 
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pose^ though boro and bred among the goats pn the 
mountains of Wales, that he migl^t have had a little more 
sense^ than to make use of such language to th^ meanest 
of his Maje^y's subject?^ who are taught^ by the consti<^ 
tution of England^ to betieve that they were not created 
to be the spoilt of Miy tyrant whatever, within th^ pale of 
(hat immortal fabric ! A reception so hiarsh> so blasphe* 
mously absurd, did not fail to gain governor Picton a for- 
midable host of enemies. At this early period of his ca^ 
reer, he was very lonely for want of a domestic partner 
to share his amorous embraces, to ease his mind of the 
arduous duties of his station ; but no one could be conve- 
niently found suitable to his taste, which, en passant ;is not 
very refined; Hence, it is said of him as was s^d of a; 
late Antigua governor (Park), who was put to death by 
t^e inhabitants* for his cruelties, that ^^ he neither spared 
a man iri his tage, nor a woman in his lustP How far he 
merits this assimilation, it will be spop in ypur power to 
iudire. * * * * ** * '* #' ♦ * « # #• # 
# *####*##*##**#* 

These repeated acts of brutdity did not fail to rouse 
the indignation of m^y w*hose minds were yet in an 
oscillatory state re3pecting his conduct. The British 
viewed him as a ferocious barbarian ^ tlie French and 
Spanish inhabitants^ habrtuated to oppression and crimes, 
9eldom gave his actons any seripus consideration ; — 
however, bis panders were now ^lurmed. Fearful that 
reports of his conduct would reach the throne, they 
advised hitn to procure some female to prevept 
a repetition of such crimes : in the mean time, he 

^ This^ volume may, in aU probability, fail ioito the hands of some 
of the feir sex, therefore my high regard for them prevents my giv- 
ing publicity to th^se shocking tales. 

T 
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Bad screral pimps who foraged for him, — bliack or livid 
\ coloured were equally welcome to his depraved embraces. 
After much trouble and many vexatious cfJbrts, a loving 
feir one was fbmid congenial to his mind, of th6 name of 
Rosetta Smith^of whom I made honouraUe mention bt 
my preceding letter. She wa^ solicited to leave her hus- 
band and her children, to become Lady GoTcrness. Al- 
lured by ambition, she abandoned evefy thing dear to 
I the imagination' of a female, to share the pillow and 
I power of the greatest man in the colony) and as he is 
called ^' the most potent governor in his Sf ajesty*^ domi- 
nions.^ Soon after the honey moon was over, he-^pre- 
/'sented her with tlie fuel contract for the garrison v^ying>, 
! ^Accept of this hageLteile, my^dariing; the profits of it 
[will enable you to buy trinkets, isc'* The profits of this 
IbagateHe^as he was pleased to call it^ enabled Rosetta to 
/bribe almost all the kept ladies in the colony to reveal 
the, secrets of their paramoursi and thereby he became 
acquainted with the sentiments of the inhabitants gene- 
tiiUy. Those who unguarrdedly insinuated their disappro-' 
bation, br animadverted on his tyrannical conduct, be-^ 
came the immediate objects of his vindictive rage, were 
arrested ^nd confined in the bastille, amongst negroes 
afBictcd with loathsome distempei*s ; their fiiends and ac- 
quaintances were denied the satisfaction -of visiting them, 
and even the common; comforts of Hfe frequently denied.- 
1 intreat you to pause for a moment, while you give a 
MI scope to your imagination, to anticipate, if possible, 
the feelings which must necessarily occur under such a 
degrading predicament. Incarcerated in a nauseous prh* 
son, without a breath of fresh air, rehiring the putrid ex- 
halation copiously emitted from your fettered fcll9w- 
pilsoners, th6 clangour of their chains, together witL 
ilieir hideous yells, must assimilate your situation ^ofliat 
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of the infernal regions. Your mind would be either 
^cked with horror^ or corroded ,\^ith despair and resent* 
ment against him w|fio thus hell-doomed you ; but^ all 
this was.e^tiemeljy gratifying to GQve;nior Pictoo, whose 
sole delight was tp turqient indjsciiminately. 

** Ah! what ?i8ceneofhoi;ror! with'ring there , 

^ Where men, by despots robb'd of light and air» 

** Hk ft^d dungeons left to rot alone^ 

** Their cause impleaded, and their crinoe unkoown ; 

** Doomed to hold con.verse with thick dan[q>s> and tell • 

'^ Their flinty beds, they found tl^s life a hetU." 

Rosetta, though not tinctured wi^ buni$oity, was 
however prompted by ayarice to visit the ^recesses of horr 
ror, to tender her services, and for a few doubloons 
would sot them at liberty ; so that it appeass that this 
method of *' raising the windf* was too lucrative not to 
be followed with peculiar attention. Her influence over 
Jiis mind increased the more be discovered her talents of 
accumulating wealth, consequently nothing was resorte<} 
to that wooJd tend to embarrass her financial opera- 
tions; Th^re is hardly a store pr shop in this town but 
she regularly visited ;~any article Uiat took her fancy 
(particularly toys) she would carry away without paying 
for it ; indeed it would be death to take notice of her, 
I have heard only of one |>erson who dared to resist her 
encroachhiepts. Whereupon she flew in a rage to go- 
vernment-house, and complained to governor Picton of 
this gentlenian*s insolence in refusing her some trinkets^ 
A file Off soldiers were instantly dispatched for the offen- 
der, and he was ignominiously dragged to government- 
house, when colonel Picton thus accosted him : " You 

are a pretty fellow, ad d insolent jacobin rascal ; I'll 

make an example of you, tp shew the rascals I govern; 
that I will be obeyed." One of his judges made liis^p- 
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p^arance, and after a few minutes private conference, the 
gentleman was ordered to the bastilje for sedition. 

* It is customary with him never lb hear both sides of 
a question^ If any malicious ijiclividual of liis junto^ or 
their dependants, had taken the least umbrage against* 
mother person, hoyevej mod^§t an4 iwocent his deport- 
ment, by gjving a fee to Rosetta, the unfortunate accused 
i(voul4 be either hanged, burnt, put in lj)e bastiUe, or 
otherwise punished; Rbsetta now regulated the goverii- 
ineht, ^bnraianded the military *,hfeld her ievee twice a 
iveek, which was liuineroiisly attended by a croiid of sy- 
cppbants, male and tiem'aje panders, &c. ' Those who <Kd 
not pay their devdin, might apprehend trouble, if not 
destruction, -^n instance of this nature soon followed* 
IMrs. GriflSth§, and t\vo amiably daughters, never attends 
ed the levee, therefor^, Jlp^etta uiarketi them out for des- 
h-uction. It is pni^ecessary to remark, that if Aey did 
attend the levee of this Medea, their conduct would be 
4eemed nojess tlmn ejrtremely reprehensible by those? 
who hold virtue in esteem ; for, without that inestimable 
jewel, the fair seic would present nothing bwt a disgust^ 
ing shadow bf uniform depravity, the baneful effects of 
which we see strongly exemplified in the case before us. 
Dr. Johnson says, that '^ virtue is merely local . In some 
situations tte k\r diseases the body^ and in others poisons 
the mindf.'*. That jl*? it may, J am nqt going to dispute 
the matter with the doqtor, but to assert that it is a crime 
to be virtuous in this island, and for that reason, these 
ladies e?cpericinced implacable resentment. Theymba- 
bited a house belonging to themselves in Queen Streetji— 

* I do not mean to assert that she commanded the forces publicly^ 
but that she was commander in chief privately, may b6 crecfited as 
aii absolute faa. ' - ■ ^- *'" 

• t Idle?, vol, if, p. 2. 
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Rosetta ^ent a message to them, which imported that 
she wanted to purchase the house. They took no notice 
of the impudent wijetch, npr her message, as they did 
not want to part with their propeJrty. Rosetta (having 
the power of torturing at her command), persisted in he 
former demand,— was resolved to have the house right 
or wr^mg,— sent a guard qF soldiers with her diabolical 
orders to Confine the old lady and her daughters, toge- 
ther with their attendants, to a ^tnall apartment in the 
house ; to jirevent every intercourse with either their 
friends or their neighbx)urs> aijd the necessaries of life 
from being conveyed to these distressed females. Qnq 
gentleman, of whose compassionate heart I have seen re- 
peated instances> and vfhp is an honour to the cojintry 
which gave him birth< England)f\fSiS stimulated by the god- 
Mkc feelings which gave him a distinguished pre-eminence 
ever the rest of his aountrymen?in this place. Being in 
the neighbourboiod, he contrived ispnie means to re-^ 
lieve them, but his beneficent wishes were sbon defeated> 
by his being detected in conveying a kettle of hoi water 
to them at the back of the premises, to m^e ^ little tes 
for themselves. They were besieged so closely after- 
wards, both in froiit and rear of the house, that thiey yrert 
ultimately obliged to capitulate to Rosetta's forces. Sh|j 
lias held the conquest ever since (say four yejurs), which 
lirings her in eight hundred dpllars *pe^ annum ! Now^ 
whether this rnqn^y goes int^ Piptori'15 ppckf t^ or is adtl* 
ed to the profits of the fuel contract> to purchase Rosettt 
more trinkets, &c. is a question I am not able to eluci* 
iclate ; however, it is of no consequence, since the act it^ 
self will rouse yottr indignation> and make yx>u exclaim 
with the poet— - 

** Calmly to practice injuries pre-designed, 
^* Argues the bareness of a villain's mind. 



i50 TEAVE^^ IN TRINIPAD. [Lei. IQf 

I have been told that some gentlen^n remonstrated mtb 
Picton on this stvameftil prostitution of authority and rob* 
\iery, and at the same tim^ urged that his partiality for 
^osetta b^d been already too conspicuous in many in* 
stances. {To some he alledged he did not interfere with 
Kosetta's busine^s^ but o^e gentlemen in particular^ he was 
pleased to apswer in the following romantic strain* 
5^ Wh^t i^ life without love, without tl^t tender union of 
hearts, which is accompanied with thrilling' transports 
^ever to be described ? And ipust this amiak^e creatqre^ 
I whose extreme sensibility i$ sq delightfully oepicted in 
\ every glance ojf hex sentimental eyes,— in every feature 
jof her Ipvely countenance, — ^repIete at once with beauty, 
/ benevolence, wisdom, and truths be denied any favour in 
my power to bestow?/ No, Sir, I am determined not to 
interfere, therefore your further animadversions shall be 
<^onsideied as an insult/^r It is well for mankind that 
Ficton has not a wider field to sport in ; if he bad, he 
would shine like Targuifiius Superbus, who did pot attaii| 
the latter appellation^ u^til il^e imperious spirit, for which 
he was so justly branded^ and the disposition %o enrich^ 
himself, became evident , by his plundering excesses ; 
his walk to tyranny was, however;, slow, and by degrees, 
hut in the end he ruined his country* An ordinary ge* 
nj.u3 might have gone tlie lengths Picton ha^ done by 
slow gradations, but his superior spirit scom$ to arrive at 
the goal of tyranny by progressive steps ; he vaulted the 
Qioment he assumed the command, into the seat of the 
stern oppressor and cruel tyrant. He and his friends, I 
OM^ aware, will attribute to me a opusid^rable portion of 
gfe&umption for <?Qllecting materials, i/i ordei? to exhibit 
to you, and (I trust in the end) to the world, a view of 
the crimes of so great a personage, as he himself sup-: 
poses he is. I have only to observe, it is a privilege 
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^tich every British subject has an undoubted right to 
exercise as well as myself, had leisure and inclination 
prompted ibem. In the progress of the businessyl hope 
I shall have observed both candour and decency. I 
found my authority on the testimony of many respect^ 
able witnesses, who voluntarily step for^vard to assist in 
the performance of this my sacred duty to my country, 
and mankind at large. Whoever doubts the purity 
of my efforts, I shall not hesitate to consider an enemy 
to his majestj', from whose feeling bosom oppression of 
any kind does not emanate. Ministers are, e're now, in 
possession of a catalogue of his crimes ; and no doubt, 
they are making arrangements to have him taken home 
tf> be tried. The first criminal trial will be for executing 
a Serjeant of the Royid Artillery without any previous 
trial, civil or military. The circumstance has been fre- 
quently related to me as follows : — Some men belonging 
to the Royal Corps of Artillery committed some trifling 
elepredatioQ in the house of an unprotected woman, who 
it seems, impeached them with having taken away a 
eouple of handkerchiefs. The whole corps were exposed 
to her view, but she was not able to point out a single 
individual of the party she alledged had been at her 
house. She pretended to recognize one of her handker- 
ehiefs about the neck of this serjeant, who was brought 
before Pictpn. He thus accosted him :— ^^ Did you see 
the sun rise this morning T' *^ Yes," said the serjeant. 
•* Then ymi shall not see it setT Though the woman did 
not assert that the poor serjeant was one of the numbei 
who had been in her house, yet he was ha.nged the same 
day in the presence of Picton. The unfortunate inan per- 
sisted he was innocent till the last moment. This and 
the two succeeding instances, will clearly prove that he 
Spared no man in his rage. A Spanish peasant, and an 
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inhabitant of St. Joseph d'Orena, was disorderly one day 
from being disguised in liquor; — the commandant of the 
quarter or district sent him to Picton, probably with a 
Yiew to receive a gentle flagellation. Without any fur- 
ther accusation or trial, he was hanged next mornings 
iK>twithstanding one of his panders remonstrated against 
his proceedings In the south pj^rt of the island, resided 
^ French gentleman plantiir of respectability, well known 
to have supported an unblemished reputation and dis-i 
creet sentiments during the late revolution. It so hap- 
pened tliat he had his enemies^ — one of them maliciously 
insinuated to Picton (and likely enougli enforced the ar- 
gument by feeing his honarobd), that this gentlemen was 
in the habit of harbouring the crews of sotne French pri- 
vateers^ Accordingly,^ an armed launch was dbpatched 
to bring the gentleman to head-quajftersv The comman- 
der of the launch, it is said, before he went on shore dres- 
sed himself in the uniform of a republican officer, think- 
ing thereby he might meet with a flattering reception ; — 
to his astonishment, he met with an opposition contrary 
to his anticipation, in as much as being shot at several 
times, but on making himself known, lie was received 
with the greatest cordiality. The comqoander then re- 
lated the purport of his visit ; and tb^ French gentleman^ 
who well knew his own innocence, accompanied him 
back without hesitation. When he jippeared at bead- 
quarters, Picton ordered kim to the Bastille, and next 
iporning about day-light, lie was marched down to the 
gallows, on which he was instantly hanged, also, without 
trial. It was but a very few days after, that his inno- 
cence w^ proved beyond a single doubt Alas! it was 

too late. These executions, together with many more (I 
learn in all thirty-six) were perpetrated before the trial of 
Governor Wull^ whose fate did not meliorate his oppres- 
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sive and .malignant spirit. He has been contaminated 
i^o long \>y his late ministerial friends^ and had also an 
idea that the tsknd would be ceded to Spain at the con- 
clasion of the ^a'r, which supported his predilection in 
the commission of crunes^ and left no stone unturned to 
gain as many Spanish friends as possible : He even went 
do far as to send a confidential friend to Madrid j to inter- 
cede for him in case of recession^ that he might be con- 
tinued governor ;— other urgent reasons were added pri- 
vately to insure him success. We are informed he was 
accordingly successful. It was not long after a promise 
so flattering to his ambitious but cruel vanity^ that he 
^as constantly heard exclaiming against the British con- 
stitution and English laws^ adding^ tliat '' those who had 
framed them were fools/' No one but a knave^ a tjrrant; 
or a mad man j would be guilty of uttering such language; 
it is, ho\^ever. Sir; the language of Tliomas Picton, go- 
vernor of Trinidad, who has been too long supported in 
swaying the cruel sceptte of des][>olism oVer a conside- 
rable portion of his Majesty's dutifol arid loyal subjects. 
If government kneVr of these rq)eated acts of cruelty, 
they are extremely culpable for continuing him in the 
government of this unfortunate iolony; Had he been 
removed when the first complaint of his conduct reached 
them, his subsequent acts of cruelty would not now be 
the subject of my investigation ; it is, therefore, your bu- 
siness to inquire into this affair; and let the censure be 
properiy applied. As I halve nothmg to do with that 
paitof the business,! shall proceed : — PictOn issued orders 
to the commandants Of the different quarters to Send all 
runaway slaves to the Bastille of head-quarters. What 
became of these poor wretches afterwards, is best known 
to Rosette and her co-&djutor Vallot. It is said, more 
than three thousand were taken up during the period of 
- U 
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six years, allowing five hundred to have died. What 
became of the rest — two thousand five hundred ?— Were 
they restored to tl;ieir legal owners? — ^Why, Sir, they 
were sent to the Spanish main, and there sold* This m 
founded on the evidence of a Spaniard, the master or 
mate of a Spanish launce, who was hanged or burnt as 
soon as it was found that he had divulged the secrets of 
this important and lucrative branch of traflic. Rosette 
managed tlie business with great dexterity, and confided 
very much in the fidelity of this man^ consequently was 
as confoimded as if she had been thunderstruck, when she 
heard that the peculation was no longer an arcana. In 
this, as in other cases, there was no form of trial observed. 
Picton, like the famous Justice Twist um of Coventry, 
hears (as I have already insinuated) only one side of the 
question, and is ready, to condemn even before he hears- 
any part of the trial. Strange he should be so disposed, 
but he has contracted such a habit of so doing, it is not 
very Ukely he will depart from it while he remains in 
power. I hope for the benefit of my fellow-subjects the 
period is not far distant when he will be obliged to ex^ 
claim: — 

** Fate o'er my head suspends disgrace and death.'* 

Rosette imagined that the destruction of the poor 
Spaniard would obliterate any further knowledge, and 
re^^train inquiry :-^the case was otherwise. Two or three 
independent gentlemen, who were not terrified, though 
the gallows, which had been constantly occupied lately 
by both whites and blacks, stared them in the fece every 
day>were stimulated to inquire into this clandestine trade^ 
carried on to the injury of the planters; I mean those 
planters who did not attend her levee, and approve of 
his mode of governing* These gentlemei^ quickly found 



the truth of what the unhappy Spaniard advanced ; — ^the 
iconsequence was that they became the victims of oppres- 
sion in their turn. 

I imagine I have now entered^ far enough into an elu- 
eidadon of Pictou^s<:onduct Do not lliink that I take a 
pleo&ure in dwelling so long on Uie dark side of this great 
man. I wish to God, for his own sake, he had two sides^ 
that J might turn the corner of horrors. After diligent 
inquiry, I lament my inability to point out o single trait 
In his character during tlie time he has been governor of 
this island, which a candid writer would deem praise- 
worthy, — even with his own panders I iiave been disap* 
pointed ; however, the inclosed panegyric will, I trusty 
convince you how eager I have been in my researches in 
order to trc^nismit you any thing that I imagine will tend 
to shew you the delectable tide of his conduct — ^if he has 
any''^. I sincerely hope the foregoing elucidation of 
liis govcvnorship wiil not lead you to apprehend that my 
pen is either Influenced or prejudiced ; I am sure you 
are convinced, itothing would afford me more real satis- 
faction than to depict a favorable view of him, if it was 
In my power to embrace a glance so desirable to my feel- ^ 
ings. As that is tortally beyond my practicability^ I 
shall proceed with an inquiry, w"hich I anticipate will be 
deemed one day or other interesting to my fellow-subjects 
in Great Britain) ami inform them what a portion of 
thoir fellow-Britons liave endured at this remote distance 
from the source of justice. Here kt me drop the cur- 
tain for a while over scenes that bring reviving anguish 
to niy heart. 

Vak. 

* Vide Appendix, No* i* 
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JLEITEII XI. 

Rf/lections on the Conduct of Governor Picton and the 
Inhabitants of Trinidad^ at the close of the War — 
Their Hopes of a Change in their political Situation — 
Opposition of thp Governor, arid an Enquiry into the 
Causes of it — Detail of the Circumstances respecting an 
Address to His Majesty on the Event of Peace — Jd- 
dress prepared and signed unani^nously at a Public 
Meeting — A considerable 'Number of British Inhabit 
tants agree to celebrate the cessation of Hostilities by a 
pubUc Dinner on the llth of December, 1801^ but are 
prevented by order of the Govirnov — Messrs. Higham, 
Shaw, and others, persecuted in consequence of the Ad^ 
dress to the King — The former arrested and thrown into 
Prison — Released mthout any Charge or Trial — Be- 
Jlections on that Transaction^ — CoHvev^tion between 
Governor Picton and Mr. Higluini—The Matmer in 
which the Governor intimidated the Inhabitants by 
pasting of his irifiuence at Home-r-Hints respecting the 
Execution of an Artillery-Man — And an Anecdote in 
which the Governor asserts that His Hajestjfs Ministtrs 
warranted and approved of t/iat Transaction-^Refiec^ 
tions on so strange a Declaration — Events in December 
1001 resumed, and concluded^ 

Head-Qoartcrs, Pviito di Espana, March 1803. 
MAR SIR, : 

A HE violence of Governor Picton has beea 
very conspicuous on many occasions^ but never displayed 
itself more forcibly than at the close of the late war. The 
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inhabitants of the unfortunate colony had long groanecl 
under the oppressions of their military chiefs whose agref- 
sions were only equalled by the patience and mpdccatiou 
which supported them. Wliile Trinidad, during the 
war, remained yet unconfirmed to the motheiXMUintryy 
the colonists doubted much of the efficacy of coqiplaiitl, 
and calmly looked ft)rward to die return of peace, as to 
the happy period of their suffierings. Alas! tbey were 
piiserably deceived. The mild spirit of conciliation, 
which calmed the agitations of Europe, brought no peace 
to Trinidad, The cessation of hostilities between our 
country and France was, intfais island, the declaration of 
war against «very Briti^ principle; and (the jnoment 
which annexed lYmidad to the dominions of our sovf^ 
reign, decided its unworthy r^preseptntive to prevent its 
enjoying whatever is valuable in British protection. 

The circumstance of a British governor stru^Uog to 
prevent the extension of BrtVisA laws to a Briii${i, colony, 
is so extraordinary^ and so totally repugnant to every 
pinciple of freedom, that I think I shall be caused lor 
dwelling a little on the causes whicli produced it, and the 
violent consequences which resulted to theiahabitants. 

For nearly five years Govenor Picton continued in tlw 
exercise of almost unlimited power. How he has abused 
that power, will present to succeeding times an humiliat- 
ing example of the possible depravity of human nature. 
Accustomed as he had been to uncontrouled coinmmid,-»* 
in a country where he found every measure, however 
atrocious, executed with fatal alacrHy,^^where Batterers 
are not wanting to applaud the worst of bis actions, and 
where vain ideas of his own importance and power raised 
themselves daily on the ruins of every manly and honor- 
able sentiment, — in ^uch a situation, it is not to be won- 
dered at that he so much dreaded the approach of Ji\ws, 
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which h^ povier to ciFcuinsciibe his hitherto unlimited 
views. Thi^ wasof itself sufficient to awaken the vigi- 
lance and jealousy of amiut^m: — hut this was not all. 
In h\9 eagerness to retain his power^ he had overstepped 
the boimdaries of truths and the monoueot was arrived 
when detection stared^him in the face. He bad firequent- 
ly declared, in his correspondence with his Majesty's 
ministers, that the inhabitants were perfectly sajtisfi^ 
with the existing la^. A contrary declaration from the 
inhabitants themselves he contemplated with horror. >S.o 
universal is the estimation of trudi, that she is worship- 
ed in appearance by those who secretly vioUte her ! And 
he, who had proceeded' in the commission of the most 
daring atrocities with a boldness and dicision worthy of 
a better (^use, now trembled at the possibility of being 
exposed to the world as the mean author of a falsehood ! 

An account of this luisuccessful struggle of the inha- 
bitants for British laws reached ^jtz^hc^, and excited in 
the minds of all reflecting persons a deep regret for the 
situation of so many free-bom csolpnists, and equal sur- 
prise and detestation at the violentopposition of the Go- 
vernor. On my arrival in Trinidad, I commenced an 
anxious inquiry on the subject of this unprecedented 
transaction; norhadlmuchdifficulty in it. The sources 
from whence I drew my information were abundant, — 
the newspapers were still to be found,-r-origi|ial docu- 
ments were still in possession of some of the persons con- 
cerned, and to these I had at all times access, — ^all die 
colony knew of the subject, — aod I think myself there- 
fore warranted in asserting that the following particulars 
will be found to be perfectly correct. 

When the signing of the preliminaries of peace yr^s 
announced in Trinidad, the inhabitants^ actuated by a 
spirit of loyalty which diffused itself through all ranks. 
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prepared a dutiful address to their Sovereigiij^ expressive 
of their strong attachment to his Majesty's person and 
government^ and praying him to extend^ in due time^ the 
blessings of a British constitution to Trinidad. The fra- 
xners of this address were Messrs. Sanderson^ SliaWj and 
Higham ; the former a respectable physician^ and the 
two latter engaged in mercantile pursuits^ — all of them 
Englislimen born^ warmly attached to the constitution of 
their native country^ and of considerable experience in 
the colonies. As great pains have been taken to repre- 
sent this address as the violent production of an intern* 
perate party, calculated to disturb the peace of the colo- 
ny^and to render theGovemor theobject of public odium^ 
I am happy in the opportunity of doing justice to tlie 
framers of it, by furnishing an exact copy ; and I think 
you will agree with me in pronouncing it as loyal, consti- 
tutional, and temperate a petition as ever was framed on 
a similar occasion. 



TO THE 

KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

NOST OUCIOVS SOFSREtOlff 

We the principal freehoIderSf merchantSi and other 
British ifthabiunts of the island of Trinutad^ approach your Majesty's 
throne with the most dutiful respect aikl affectionate loyalty, begging 
leave to present our unfeigned fuid earnest congratulations on the 
happy change which has taken place in the political afFah-s oi Europe f 
among whose nations none have been so distinguished as your M:ges- 
ty's Imperial Kingdom, for that perseverance and success which have 
dignified your Majesty's councils* and have impressed the ^^cn-ld 
with an appropriate opinion of their wisdom and penetration. 
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- Thai 9d loDg ajod extensive a war ihoukl be dosed by such a s^- 
iiial semt of udpaiaBeled succesaesy both by 9ea and hudf and end 
in a peace so honorable in its terms and so vauable by its addition to 
ybur Majesty's dominionsy is a consideration which must excite the 
proudest exultation in every British bosom^ but more particularly 
aflects the Iiearts of your Majesty's most loyal subjects in this Island, 
who feel, with inexpressible gratitude, the immense obligation which 
four Majesty has bieen pleased to confer on them by your gracious 
solicitude to confirm this most vahiaUe conquest, and add it to the 
O'ther colonies so happily pUced under your Stajesty's paternal aire 
and protection. 

In thus venturing to address your Majesty, we are emboldened by 
that gracious condescension and regard which it has been your Ma- 
jesty's pleasure to extend on every occasion to your dutiful and lov- 
ing subjeds 5 and we most humbly beg leave to represent, that next 
to our most anxious prayers, which will be continually ofl^d up to 
Heaven for the long life and perfect hedth of the best of kings, and 
for the continued blessing of peace, we most earnestly hope your 
Majesty will be 'graciously pleaied, as speedilf as in yoUr Majesty's 
wisdom may seem expedient, to complete the happiness Which We 
already begin to feel under the cession of this islind to our mother- 
country, by expending to your feithfiil and affectionate subjects in 
this colony the privileges and protection of the British Constitution, 
as experienced by a free representaition in a House of Assembly, and 
in a Trial by Jury : privileges which we inherit in common with our 
countrymen under your Majesty's mild and benevolent govemmenr 
in Great Britain and its numerous colonies. 

We most humbly beg leave to lay at your Majesty's feet our 
warmest protestations of loyalty and attachment to your M^eily's 
person and family, while we cherish the recollection of the happy 
events which confirmed the liberties of Englishmen, by placing your 
Majesty's illustrious ancestors on the throne. 

That the blessing of Almighty Cod may continue your Majesty'^ 
health during a long and glorious life, and prolong the happiness and 
prosperous influence of your Majesty's family over your Majesty's 
united kingdoms to the remotest ages, is the devout and fervent 
prayer of your Majesty's most faithful and affeaionate subjects. 
Signed as follows, viz. 

JohnSaoder8on,M,D* Thomas Law Townfend Pasea 

Robert Mitchell Alexander Williams Robert Bond 
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William Bjal 
Alexan^rtiiik 
ffoha Shaw 

Johp Prqct^ 
^hoinas Kenny 
^xanderHall 
IVilliamBelk 

Jo|\n O'Wai^. 
James Shannon 
Anclrew Thomsoni 
beOrge Bostock 
Jftjjy H4lli9»n ' 

Jam^ Fisher 
tidaries fifbugh 
^hn £dmundtoti 

mw^^t9^ , . 

\Villi^n> LppJ};|^e^(J 
James Adrien 
TKos . K.lldKn8bi ' 
George DalgHtti 

Pdfvard Ttiypri 
Anthony Moore'. 
Wiifiam Dicksoii 
William ftedheaxi 
ypftm JohnstQ^ 
j^at Gallaghar 
John Hayei 
'J^iiBa'm fitcpliens 
WiUiam CoxaU 



IP^TUiianiWoolward 
Phil. Camm 
Chas. A. Gellmeau 
Robert Baker 
Hugh Monnaghan 
Daniel P^k 
James Johnston 
'iliomas Highanii Jun. 
James Hogg 
WiUi^m^r^Jbl^ 
John Caw . 
John Wetherea . 
Jitiies Risers 
JohnDowme 

Wiluam Dgyle 

6eorgt Warde}! 
lyUliafn prpcftr ^ 
Thomas Parkiqs<tm 
vjrdfiim Home 
Mich'. Mitchell 
Pet^Murphf 
IViiliam J^prn^pd 
M*J^he)j/ Roche 
Ijtpger Harrison 
Edward (Salle^ 
Francis Dawes 
A.P..Tfgcey 
J^nijes^nice 
Anthony Wharton 
William Oanlsoa 
Thomas/Harghu^ 



John Calvert 
James Bourke 
Charles Burdctt 
John Macauiiey 
William Haimali 
Martin Finnei^re ^ 
P. T. Winteriflood* 
Thomas Skerrett 
Thomas Warwick 
tlf illiam Kewley 
liheub. FJinn 
THq8. O. Tyl^r 
Thomas Wihnot 
WiHiMii'i^ohme 
i. Paypter 
David Kiqp^ 
J^aTper Lyoa 
David ^ack 
Jmes Dictclboi 
George Rome 
RpbertEwiog , 
George M'Peathl 
John Banks ' 
Arch. Wetherson 
PjEfo. A Nichplsofli 
J. Bjickley 
Clem.'John8toh 
James Hundley 
William Bcdes 
^illiaip Gray 
pharles Au^lajr 
Tliomas fiooker 
J6ha£llis 
Williim Caton 



f Mr. Wint^rflood was at thai tioie Comptroller of the Customs, 
iiAd lud the care of proyidin|;for four orphan children pf his deceased 
brother. When Governor Picton heard that Jiis name was to the 
address, he swore he *wou£i ruin him \f it <was not erated from it. 
Mr. Winterflood stated this circamstantbe to Mr. Htgham, adding, 
. that in his ruin the poor innocent orphans would be involved. Much 
^ Mr. Higham wished to forwaird the address, he felt the force 4£ 

X 
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The promoters of this loyal document comimmicaled 
their intentions to some of their friends ; an^ it was re- 
solved that all their measures should he taken in tbi^most 
public manner, to avoid every idlpittation of d clandestine 
nature; and to give to all parties a fair opportumty of 
coming forward on the pcqasioh^ an advertisement, ap* 
peared in the Trinidad newspaper tQ that effete. 

The meeting was held ht the Tavern on the appointed 
day, and. a, considerable, number q(; British inhabitant^ 
assemble9,<m the occasion. . Williau]^ Harriso}i> Esq- was 
appointed the chairman. This waiJ a wise measurcj, and 
does credit to rtie judgment and moderation of the par- 
ties. Mr. Harrison had been for many years I'esident ia 
the colony ; as ia merchant hjs ehara^Hter and connections 
were highly respectable; m ft member of the commuhr 
nity he was vHuih eateenried for an unoffending and 
friendly disposition which marked his general conduct ; 
and to do- away all spirit of p^rty, he was Imown to be 
extremely moderate in bis opinions^ and lived on terms 
of intimacy with the Governor. Th^ address was voted 
unanimously, ani^ signed by every person present, the 
chairman and president excepted, whose signatures were 
reserved for the conclasion. In the course of the meet^ 
ing a motion was made, that the address should be for-* 
warded to two respectable merchants in London, who 
should be instructed to present it, in. a proper way^ to the 
Sovereign. But this motion was lost by a majority of 
one; and it was afterwards voted to be forwarded by the 
Governor. Every thing was conducted with the most 
perfect decorum, and a second advertisement was insert* 

Mr. Winterfood's appeal, and his ts^me was erased accordio^y. 
Tbil occurred in the presen(;e of a, respectable witnest^and .Mr. W# 
thanked Mr. H. with tears in his eyes! !«- 
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ed in tlie public papers, for the information pf all those who 
were inclined to p,ssist in promoting the intentions of the 
meetings stating tliat theaddregs to his Majesty had been 
ordered by the chairman tp be teft at the store of Messrs. 
Thonjas Higham and G). 

Accordingly the inhabitants resorted to Mr. Higham^s 
store to subscribe the address ; and in a few days it was 
signed by those whose names appear in the copy already 
furnished, . On the JOtUpfthat month (December) about 
fifty of tlae mo^t respectable British merchants and other 
inhabitants subscribed tp dine together, to celebrate the 
cessationofhostili lies, which in this part of the world took 
place on that day. Mr. fjjgham's store was obtained for 
the purpose of asseijabling to dinner; preparations 
were made ^cprdingly, and the gentlemen anticipated 
much loyalty and conviviality on the occasion. And 
surely, at the close of a long and successful war, to find 
Trinidad annexed to the British empire, was no common 
pause of exultation, and might reasonably be expected to 
produce at least a convivial subscription dinner in honor 
of so important and auspicious an event ; but the restless 
spirit of Governor Picton defeated their honest expectar 
tions. On the ytli, official letters were sent from govern - 
jnentrhouse ibrbidding the intended dinner. One letter 
was sent tp Wharton, keeper of the tavern, an old man, 
whom the gentlemen employed to provide the dinner 
^•prp n^otiyes pf charity. To this poor man Governor 
Picton addi'essed an official order, statins*, '• t^at his Exr 
ulkncj/ should Iwld I4m personalli/ rcsponsihhfor any se- 
ditious meeting, that miglit he held on his premises on the 
\Oth.'' I declare, while I record this shameful stretch of 
authority, n^y blood boils with indignation at the mean- 
i^^ss pf the wretch, who could so far forget whose repre- 
iBentative he ^as, as to descend to 3uch contemptible 



I6i fttAv^Lf IN TRIN10AP. [LeLli. 

ttieasttres for cffiectiiig his own infamotis and tyr^Liinical 
j)urpo3€s: birt I will, if possible, be patient, and go on 
With mf tomtive. In the erciiing two gentfemen, 
Messrs. Dickson attd ilitcheU, went to the Governor to 
speak with him on the subject of thfe dinner, and repre- 
sented tt>e innocence and loyalty of its object, but the 
mighty Brigadier General Picton declared, " that if the 
inhabitants dared to assemble to dine together bn tfiemor-- 
row, he would disperse the party by force P* And for this 
purpose the guards were actually doubled.* On thie mor* 
row, Mr. Highiwli signified to the gentlefnen that the ih- 
tended dinner could not take place. During that day 
Messrs. Shaw and Higham received official notices that 
t!ie Governor bad thought proper to supercede them as 
officers of militia. Messrs. Winterflood and Bostock 
were superceded from their situations in the Custom- 
house, because their names appeared subjoined to the 
address, and no person who had signed it escaped the un- 
manly abuse of the unworthy delegate of majesty \\\ . 
2 rinidad. Y^hile these trarisactions occurred, the active 
promoters of the address trembled for the fate of that 
loyal document : — ^regardless of their own safety, they 
thought of nothing but to secure the object of the late 
meeting ; and a measure was determined upon which 
promised to defeat the pl^ oif the governor, although it 
was certain to expose them to the whole weight of his 
resentment. On the morning of the 1 1th, Mr. Higham 
declared to about tbirty inhabitants, '^ that he could not 
consider the address to be safe while avowedly in his pos- 
session. From all that had hitherto occurred, it was evi- 
dent that the Governor was a determined enemy to the 
address ; and he had too much reason to fear the power 
of the Governor might force it from his possession ; he 
therefore stated that he would quit his store for half an 



fjtL \t.\ TR^AtklSKT Qt llft.ttt6l|AM. ^^ 

aoat, and h6p^ MhOe ftittid ot i^ ^Mt^9i^'lMiia taM 
it Withovit h^ 1ttidWted^> and de(y68ti;}t in ib^ flieeW^f 
uafety until ^ too* tktt>mble <^iWiN;iMriiy Ibr ^^ ja » i *y4H g 
th^ inte6ti(jns of tb^ it^h^iant^ Mb cke<Mi6h.^ THte 
was eflfectuttlly done, and Ae ep^ftoitA the su^ttfciott 
pf Mt. Hij^tth t6 IrttW befch iv^l f6titdtd. In tl|te'saiile 
forenoon t\ft Ooiemot «ent fo ftjh*. Highwii and de^ 
toandbd the iiddrWs. Mr. H4gfetm repKed he did ntk 
Icnow wheie =it ^as. The <36^enw>r ri^aJted hfe detnatid, 
and tecdted n 'siftrilar rinsw^. Mr. HigWam tttis hif- 
formed'that if (he addr^isSras nbt forthooming m hafr 
tin hottr, the Gtiv«ertior Wdifld'dWer his hticest. In hilJF 
an hbiir the ^address was ^ot fofljicotnitig ; tmd tht 
Tnighty Go^rtior proc^ed^ to pitthfs t!ii*ca?t into c^tecu- 
•libn. Three artoid algaazflh repaired -to Mr.Highattl% 
store; where they fotmA him: — thie fxovernbr's order tW| 
-produced, and Mr. Hightitn'vtas eondncted to govern^ 
tnent-house. On 4ris taAM therc^lie e!xperi<rticed atich 
a reception a$ might be expected from an enraged anS 
disappdihted dedpot:--Jthe ttilents of^'thfe'tyratit'tfrere-tid- 
mirably exerted in s^cimens bf -ftie mriit Hbiteife eld- 
iquenpe; ahdatthecottd«sionjjMn'Highath'tmsrptib^?y 
conducfted through the itreets-ofPdrf rfSjf^afnby^e il- 
gttazills and the jailoryiti open day, to the t&mrtion fail. 
The iriends bf Mr. m^hatm^itneSied this'viol^rtt ahtr* 
t)f po\<^r with feelings bf 'indigwation, cttlnmehstirate 1?o 
the occ^rfbn. Tliey were weH toftvihced that Mr. 
Higham would iiever be induced to ptmAase ttitforr- 
bearaiTce of the Governor eVen by a tetnporary^tjcyiicc's- 
jjion, orthe dissembling of hisibphtionsBnd'piTficiples ibr 
a moment ; *and white th6y i-eflecled *WTth pride (m iht 
ifirmnfete 6f ttieir fiterfd, ' l5iey fliWdde^d ^t ' thte^dbtt^tf- 
ijqtrences of tte Gbverrio/s mali^ty. • At ^he iti^fin^ift 
^harton's^ two addwas^s^eite'^igAred ^e^iaictlyH^hnSHii^, 



it was vot^ed one should be gUrea to the Governor to 
ti^smit to his Majesty, aud ihe other ^nt to some mer- 
chants of London, for the purpose of publishing, and 
forwarding the p}>j^cts of the inhabitants by all legal 
means. When it was known that Mr. Higham was arrests 
^d and thrown into clp^ir^pnfinement, those who w^e iq: 
possession of these document^ contrived to x;:onvey one 
of them into the gallery of Mr. Harrison's house, with a 
note, requesting Mr. Harriscm to summon the committee 
appointed to wait on the Governior with the address^ 
Mr^ Harrison, however, did not summpp the committee, 
but we^t immediately to the Governor with the addr^s^ 
whose malignant triumph pn the event, may be better 
imagined than described. To enjoy his success more 
completely, he sent for Mr. Higham from the prison^ 
and after a repetition of the abuse and unmanly cppfiuct 
which he had experienced on the preceding day, he yva$ 
told by the Governor, '^ that he was at hb^rty, and might 
return home!" 

To you. Sir, in the bosom of English freedom, it will 
appear incredibly that the representative of oprSover 
xeign should thus dare to violatje the righ|s of a Britislii 
subject, and, by a s^lf-created authority, iUegsd and infa- 
mous, thus wantonly presumjB on an action which the 
King of Great Bfitain dares not venture upon. Yet such 
is the fact. An £Jnglishmai^ w^ thus dragged jfrom hi$ 
house, exposed to the fury of a despot, thrown ipto a 
common prison, ag^n brought to the despot's tribunal^ 
and without one shadow of charge, without even tb^ 
mockery of trial, insulted, calumniated, and th^n in- 
formed — ^tbat he was at liberty ^ and might ret^r^ home J 
1 must in this place mention the concluding part of th^ 
conversation which took place on that occfision^ whidi 
I have collected ficom good authority :««* 
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G.P.— ^I hope^Sir, your imprisonment has done yoti 
some service ? 

Mr. H. — It has, iSir : — it has taught me more than ever 
to value my liberty, and more than ever to detest the 
vranton violator of it. 

G. P.— -(After ahusie which 1 will not insult my Usaderi 
by repeating)— Sir, you m^ go J 

Mr. H. — Where, Sir ?-^To prison, er to my house ? * 
G. P.-^Off the island, if you please. . * 

Mr. H* No, Sir ; not unless you wi^ venture to bnnish 
me, and yet that would only hasten iny appearance in 
a country where> thank Heaven, you will wof have the 
power to injure me : besides, Sir>'I am not yet prepared 
to quit Trwiw/arf,---! have various matters to eurrange ;^— 
but, I hesitate hot to tell you, that you may rely on find-* 
ing your oppressive conduct duly reported in a qtiarte^ 
where you vainly imagine you Imve influence enoughs td 
repel my accusation against you; . ; i i 

It is astonishing to conceiw howthis Goverhbr haj 
depended on his power at hoihe. On various occasions, 
when the wroiigs of individuals have roused them to de- 
clare their determination to complain to government, the 
invariable answer of this unworthy Chief has been, '^ Do 
what you please. Sir, — ^we shadl see who has the most 
influence, you or I T Sometimes in the height of his pAs* 
sion he exclaimed, ''You wretch! I can crush you to 
atoms,-^ril let you know the executive hand of govehi- 
ment is too strong for your In fact, he asserted so 
roundly his influence with government, and his retaining 
his command so strongly confirmed it, that the inhabi- 
tants dreaded his vengeance, and submitted to his oppres- 
sion^ since they feared that to oppose him, would be to 
oppose the whole weight of the ministry. In one in- 
stance he certainly went far indeed in his boast of \m 
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iBft«e»©l ^kom iTTn»4, ibi¥?)i,^ gpyerome^t maj ^ 
inclined to support their servants abroad, | q^^tioo, j|f 
!^jraHtt^iW^^|?6*b)OTgip(giii?¥^ ^idQ;n|qtk:e,<>tt%t 

ffifaJWfe,- ., •..•.. .. .- L- . . .,_ ■.■.• -■: 

There prevails a report res'pecting f^.oi^^f^ aftiHoryr 

order 6f Governor Piett^; ^^^ :rK]n^|r I^,l)««a V<^ 
«'¥>«g^:^«f w¥fB«r,tbftVlHpQ«5»R<>i fitted .iJ^e.^Wjito- 
mary foi-malities of sftffj^i^r^j^t Jg^,,tjjajt Ji£.rqvJ5fed 
Jfe^iSS^ m4w: plifir(?gf^5fe«i;SHch\fa9e?/by;|iaBging' 

banged in Trinidad mtY^f, i l^j^j,., -J^g gSSti^WP 1^' 
^ ^^kmMr9f^ %ff^S"^: ??S?9«,«K^e»t .f ho' 

J»^« »»<WHng h^ f^9f^§- >*e .Jrff^ir to hif. ^^^i^d 

»eB|p^ofl#g: . v^sn, af|^^[j#v^© r«piifg|ya4 fqt tljpir ^" 

tJP'Jf <pf fe g^vefifflj^t, he ^^9^ .%.Bf<^% d^c^j^ 

^rfiBeiri/.^^if, hftii^T^ ^tcfii^d the tutzre a^f.^fitm'i ef 

Uere let p*e r^^et^t ftjr a moHieinjt, jQuj j.t 1^ p^o^jii?)^ 
^JbptiQvveinor PijCtOQ was.wjuTtHjAetd in tljis.cU^clariation^ 
Jf it J)e tru€ that ijoipisters flKd sfmc;^ion jiJse /es^cuijw «rf 



(for I feeli^ve Pifttpft bNaaseljF, if ppeswd, will not asscrl 
lihere wus a trhl). . Wbeji^ ia ^ juaifejce. of the coimtry f 
Where 9X^ th^^ n^t* wki^b Brilons: hmt vainly eaUeA 
iJi^eir pwi^ ? Qa who^ Q«gl(lt tb« weight of di^ Ixunisfe- 
p^ent to £jJl inpst heayily ?-r— rOa the wrelch who daared 
tip^ 4«fy the J^w* Qf God wd »w, of on ^m who dared 
to $Hpf)>drt him in hi? atfQoitiet, by the atro»g atopa of 
pPW^r ? B^t, if |h« reverse be tone, whioh fear th^ honor' 
V Mesi^Fs. Pitt, Du|m}8S> and etherise I sincerely hape k 
the c49e, how mu$t $^) bo^e»t nii.ndl M^<«( ihe ty:rant wM 
coftld w^ntoftjy cOowit 90 fiagram w apt, aad then ag- 
graw^ftte bis Qrime bj a fidse^d wicjll^ hbci on his M*- 
. j^lty'3 gcfver^ineiit. 

I have beea irHper(Jf5)|iib}y led to tbb digi?C8sion, wWch^ 
howeveii i^ 1^% altpgetteey foreign to tlie subject, as it 
disi4ap %\\0 violence a^nd owai*iii^g of the character I am 
iittemptiiig to deliuea^^^ To retdr»— ?Mr- Hi^am re- 
paired to hi$ bpw«e, and ar^^v^d ftcan aH who had spirit 
' e^ongfe ^Q- avow their pr inoiptes^ the atf onge^t testimonies 
of pleasure at his relelEWJe. Here it was expected the'Qo- 
njernor's leseptjiieqt wQi^ld have stopped ; but he had yet 
a step fertber to pr^eed> which he fancied woidd ema- 
plete his meap triumph, but which evcirtuaHy served to 
expose the violence of his character, and rouse the indig- 
nation of the inhabitm^* In the next Saturday's news- 
paper (the Trinidad Weekly Courant), a paragraph ap^ 
pe^ed, stating that M^^rs- Shaw and Bigbam> of the 
Pirst Bi^tt^lion of Royal Trinidad JJilitia^ had been dis- 
missed by order of his Excdleney the Gover^i for Hdir 
tious coudnct ! On the appearance of ao infemous a para- 
graph, many of the inbabitai^ts testified their indignation 
by very strong expressions, which were industriously re- 
portc4 tp the Governor. Several respectable merchants 

Y ' - ' " 
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oflfer^d to^bscrifec to prosedtil^ him, and riumfc^rs wrote 
home to their friends strong lifters, expreSsite of theijf 
detestation of the tytant^s dondtiet. These sj^mptoms of 
kidignation ahmorsed the Governor/ dad he prevailed on 
soioieof hii ftiettds to cei^tify in the publifc papers that 
tbeyhad no -donceirri'in any prosecntion agdJnst him^ 
Was eTei- Govemor redaeed to so pitifal a dtuation as to 
pubfeb/in his own government, eertiiSeateis that the inha-* 
bitants were not actually employed in p^osecnting him? 
Kotwiths^tanding all these viol^it liieasures, Messrs. Shaw 
and Higham were not in the least intimidated — ^they bold- 
ly inforihed the Governor's flatterers^ that they were de- 
termined to expose his Gonduot : and ptrblicly, on'all oc- 
casions, they declared their firm reliance on the justice of 
tlieii- caused and the protection of his Majesty V govem- 
itent: they tianstiitted a statement of thetr case to ther 
Hon.Thoma^Erskine^who gave his Oj^iiiiofl jointly with 
Mr. Stephen, in which, though they do irot encourage? 
these injured gcfUli^men (ds> they denominate Messrs- 
Shaw and Higham), to expecV^fFectual redress by any ac- 
tion at lawy they give it ai^ their Opinionythajt 'the conduct' 
of Aese gentlemen Wias influenced by' ldyalty> and a warm 
attachment to the constitution of their native country;' 
that the conduct of the Governor was an abuse of power ; 
and that an humble petition to the King would tend to 
prevent similar abuses of power in future cas6s. Messrs.- 
Shaw and Highaim also furnished statements to govern- 
ment; and it is not an improbable conjecture, that the 
earnest nianner in which they ^e^eated their claims for 
redress/ may have at least awakened the attention of 
ministers to the situation of affairs in Trinidad. The 
other day they presented, in person, a strong memorial to 
Gen. Grinfieid, exposing Picton's conduct, and daring 
him to a proof of any transaction of their's to which.' 
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seditious conduct could in any way be applied. Gen. 
Grinfield laid this memorial before Governor _Pic- 
ton; and be, with a cowardice equal to his former vio- 
lence, shrunk from the investigation, and suffered ,such 
strong charges to be preferred against him with impunity. 
Whatever the ^veai juay jbe^rtirwhetber those gentlemen 
,who have thus suffered in the public cause at Trinidad, 
are ever to be redressed or not, timex^an only determine: 
1)ut, at all events, »they will have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that they acted as* became Englishmen^ on a trying 
occasion, ttod that their conduct has secured them the 
•approbation of every indc^ehdent and unbiassed man iiji 
•jt^e colony. ' ' ' 



172 7ICATUI IK tmiiik»Al»^ {Let. |^« 



liETtEK XSI^ 



Pictoii$ aversion to Lawytn and IMeraty M^^The i^ 
banishment ^ Russet Minchin, Esq* a Barrister, the 
9uppos€d Author qf a Placard, r(fl€ctini[ on Picton's 
Calumnies — The Placard answered by a sunguinarjf 
Proclamation — The jiuthor narrowly watched^^Refiec^^ 
tionstn his perilous Situation — A Specimen of General 
Pictons Billinsgafe Elocution,paxtictj(laHyin the Case of 
Judge Nihel — Mr. Nihel abused, and dismissed from 
his Offtce-r: J (Ain Black promoted — Picton's congratU'^ 
latory Jddress to Black — An Introduction to Black's 
Character — The ultimate Cause of Judge HiheTs Sus^^ 
picion elucidated — TAg oppressive Case of Mr. J. B. D. 
Savignor displayed-^A Summary of a few of the sports 
attributed to Picton, S^c, Sfc. 



^ead-Quarten, Puerto pb EsfAi^iiy Martb zSo^* 
DEAR SIR, 

JL HE ghost of Wall would have given 
Governor Picton less unea3iness than the appearance of 
either an English lawyer or an English traveller ; he was 
therefore in constant dr^d of being visited by them: 
and as he hated all lawyers, whether English or Spanish, 
he consequently spared no pains to hunt almost everjr 
one of tliem put of the settlement. The reason he as* 
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iigneS for this p«in of his c«nd«l«l ims^ *Uhat AitbyM 
wttt Ukt cfirriofhcrotcSy tohojUKhtd fonnA tatca»t$and 
ecrruption.^ Sooa after Ihbtig^ ffh$ eeA(&A t*> the Ftendu , 
Russell Minchin^ Esq. a barrister^ who had been practise 
ing at the bar in that island^ came here ; but as Picton 
could not endure lawyers^ hc> without any cc remonyi . 
contrived to have him incarcerated^ and sent him out 
of the island ; or^ in the language of the law, transf 
ted Mr. Minchin without the necessary formalities of i 

It would be deemed highly improper if I should holi 
back circumstances that occurred to facilitate the illegal 
banishment of Mr. Minchin* Believe me, I have ho 
wish to misrepresent the actions of the Ex^Sovemor: on 
the eotitrtiry, I shall record them only its I find the im- 
ptirtiality of my witne^ses^ withbut paying the least re* 
gard to ihe virulence of those who bear him enmity. 

A placard, of which the folbwing is a oo|^> was 
found one morningi posted against the sentry-rboK 
at the King's wHarf* Mr. Minshfoi (for what cause 
I know not) was suspected to have been the atithof^ but, 
yhether he wa^ or not^ he deserves credit for his bold- 
ness in speaking t()e truth^ in the very worst of times* 

f' SangwMfy puniihmtnh corrupt mmnkind. Thi ef- 
fect of crwtl 9pt€tm:kt on the mindi of the populace, i$ 
the distructhk of all tender emotiom. U is mote caU 
tulattdto etcHe dihguitthan terror: — It creates indif^ 
fereme, rather than dread :--^It operates on the lower 
orders of ^ocietj/f as an incentive to practices of torture; 
and for the purpoHS (f revenge, whenever they h9v$ 
the power of exercising the cruelties they have long been 
mlructed ii^.— HiJMANrrAs.** 

The forcible degree in which the abovfc plptcard ope- 
rated on Picton's nenes, may be ascertained from 
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jthe following sangulnaiy proclamation^ issued on that 
occassioo^ which is a strong proof of his vindictive dis- 
position^ and demonstrates from his own authority bi^ 
^nguioary characte;:. 

f^ By His Excellency Thomas Picton, Esq. Briga^ 
dier-General of his Majesty s Forces^ Governor and 
I . Commander-in-Chief, of the Island of Trinidad, and 
v^ its Dependencies, ^*c. S^. 

** The Commanders of Quarters, and Alcades of Barrios, «i«^ 
called upon to pay strict attention to the conduct of certain well- 
kaowo seditious characters ; * who, diiappointed in their endea* 
▼ours jtp impose upon the good sense of the British Inhabitants, are 
now employing every ipce^ndiary means to infuse a spirit of insub- 
ordination amongst the Negroes and People of Colour, by infa- 
mously representing the wholesome severity of the law, f exercised 
^kgainst fetal and pernicious crimes, which threatened the very exist- 
ence of the Colony, as the emanation of a sanguinary, vindictive 
ditp08ition> unnecessarily prodigal of human blood. 

*^ As no reflecting person can be ignorant of the wicked inten- 
tions of these nefarious conspirators, | His Excellency calls not only 

* The " well known seditious characters" here alluded to, are those 
Britbh inhabitants who had signed the loyal address inserted in my 
last letter, from which alone they now obtain this appellation ! 

t ** The wholesome severity of the lawi* was a favorite ex- 
pres[sion of Robespierre and otliers, who had stained the soil of 
France with human gore ; it was therefore adopted by the Brigadier 
in its full extent, if we consider the limits of the field in which he • 
exercised the sports of human sacrifice. But, there is not an instance 
to be found wherein he may be justified in the exercise of it. 
. % They are stated " nefarious eonspirators^' because they signed 
a loyal address, congratulating his Majesty on the peace, and hoping 
that the colony of Trinidad would soon enjoy the blessings of British 
jurisprudence, and thei-eby be entitled to justice without " the <tvholc* 
4ume severity of the law P* 
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upon the constituted authorities^ but upon every respectftbte indi- > 
yidual who knows how to value the safety of his person and pro* 
perty, to use his utmost endeavours to bring them forward; and 
he pledges hlmfelf that no obloquy or calumny shall deter hu» 
from doing prompt and substantial juilice. 

** Given at Government-Houfe, Port oiSpain^ 
this 5th day of Feb. 180?. 

* By his Excellency's command, 

•* RiCHARt) Collins, Sec. (Signed) Picton. ** 

I believe Sir, I am the first traveller* who ventured to 
visit this Island since General Picton began to reign^ 
and though it is not much more than a month since my ' 
arriva), 1 find his jackaHs are aheady industriously en- 
quiring in an underhand manner respecting my pursuits, 
i)ut, as I h&ve adopted a plan of securing the manuscript 
of these letters, I am indifferent about his resentment, &» 
long as the first commissioner remains in the Colony. I 
fear however that will not be long, as he talks of visit- 
ing dome of the otlier Wands, and then I shall not be 
surprised should I meet with m6lestfttion from the junior 
members of the commission. In that case, the only thi-ng 
which would disturb my mind is, the uneasiness the few " 
friends I have would feel for the perilous situation I may 
be in, having heard not a little of Picton's fame, and what 
barbarity I might experience from him. But, having 
already hazarded my life in the cause of oppressed huma- 
nity, should I now sufFei' for my well meant intentions, 
surely I could not have sacrificed my life in a nobler 
pursuit. However, it is some satisfaction that I have 
done my duty so far in the cause of the oppressed in this 
island, even though I might ultimataly be compelled to 
do what it is said has been done by others in the Bastil/e, 

* In the United StateS) and in some of our transatlantic possession".! 
travellers are now generally denominated "//•jf.r." 



oi dfu^eoa af ^9 plftee; /, e. te swaQov a 4<!a«^ef 
xmltjeil leodl'l^ Bui whatever may be my fate> feeur 
sIiaH not panrfyzc my pursnits Ibr'the present. A mora- 
lizing pen might write a sermon pn this subject, ^ut I 
hate to treat of death when longevity is in view. Tl^ere 
is, however, a sort of affliction whiph at present fo weighs 
down my spirits, that I cannot find ^rguiiiei^ts in the 
'Vl^ole circle of my philosophy to Rtem its im^pelling in- 
fluence: I mean that which results from public calamities 
wher^a 9iy seaumQnt9 ]»^a>iq»6 int^e9t^d.t«k 9p^^x$e. 
Who, Sir, e^ hear the ff[09m of tb& Qppirefse4; whin- 
es hear their crjos, m^ Wbeilci tiaw t«ir» flow, wilbcmfc 
feeling £m tbem.tl^ wofk«g3 of i^l eo<$fi»s|iQn^ I: 
really e8^n<^ h^ ^ ^etatw frf the'diwwi^ whk:b pr eifW 
thfii3^Y«^ ia this f^l^v9, oor vlw^w tb« f»^fcigfi»e^ ^ 
t]^e ytqu^ QJ8fi?ewrfe Widaout fe^^ipS * ^\^^^ a¥«^w>^., 
afain4 them. 4* few we?t» Wi^re, bc^wever, wi}} 9«^ee' 
mfr tQ fkusb njy ot^ervatioiis rpfetivp ti(? ilm wret^efl chh 
lony^ ao4 thei> I shaJl re^urri to ^ngi^id^ wh^iett^ desr . 
pot's voice a»4 t}>e galUag t^imn wiU ^\thf^if sbocl^ ai^y » 
eye, nof grieve my e^; par ^hail I ae^ thci^^ ylreaoi^ of. 
crims0^e4 gore ;^ nx^r the blQQ4,€ff the nafor^9#fe ^^ri^^- 
run foaming to the maipi My thidttg)ita a^e f]ow^pi^a^ 
than ever rivetted on ti|at spot, ^4 I )ook fm^i^^ly for 
the momcffiit of departure from the land of a^iei^|)«ij^ 
fidelity, juid i^lavery^for the land of life, liberty, a^d Ipve^ 
Pardon, i|^y d^ar Sir> these ^igi'^sioiis XkQW ^4^ 
then invqluiijtarily intrude themselves oq my min<|> occa^ 
siooed by the natm'e of the subJ^QCt,. I fm obf^S^^ ^ ^** 
late, and therefore I s):>aU prcrceed. |iad ^y m^ ve^r 
tured to eacpress a $Kgi^t disapprol^t^qn of Gov^i^;J pi^ 

♦ This, I am informed, has been practised on soipe coloured jn^n 
and negroes after torture had been applied to extort.confession I 
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ton*8 conduct, or af prove of any xneasure which be did- 
Hked, or ^ven be in the habits of intimacy vrith any per<- 
son who had in ai)y way oifended hiin> the terms rascal, 
thief, villain, rebtl, scoundrel, jacobin, democrat, brigand, 
.&c. weve profusely bestowed^ and to such a degree, that 
there is hardly a respectable gentleman in the colony who 
has escaped the^e outrageous expressions Mr. Nihel> a 
member of council, and who held with honor the offids 
of chief judge of the island, was abused with many of 
'these outrageous terms ; and to him, by way of refine-, 
ihent, was applied the appellation of " reptile." The 
mighty offence was, that the venerable judge would not 
approve of the shocking outrage committed upon Mrs. 
Griffiths, whose extraordinary sufferings, exposed to the 
l»rutality of a negro military force, have been already de- 
tailed in one of my former lettiers ; and likewise, because 
he would not consent to hang a man without trial: for 
which Mr^ Nihcl was suspended from his functions; but 
"he was afterwards reinstated by his Mnjesty. Even those 
whom he employed, and with whoni he associated; he, 
in some of his private correspondence, compliment«> 
ed with the terms of pirates, ruined profligates, and 
conspirators. As this is the Governor's own description 
of them, I may take it for granted that it is just. After 
the . disrtiissal of Mr. Nihel from his office, he pro- 
moted in his stead John Black, an Irishman, and at the 
first audience <which he hacl with hi* Bxcellency (as hJb 
is here called), the following instructions, t anl told> were 
given to him verbally : — " I congratulate you. Sir, on 
yoiir promotion to this exalted station, in which I expect 
no disobedience of orders, no hesitation in obeying tny 
commands: your duty must be altogether regulatied by 
my instructions ; therefore, I expect you will guide your 
cbadiict accordingly, on the pain of my displeasure.'* 

Z 
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How this said John Black h^ regulated his conduct wit^ 
i'egard to th6se instructions will^ no doubt, ^PP^^ i» niy 
ftirther reseai ches ; at present, it may not be improper 
to give you an anecdote of him, by way of intrpduction, 
that it may apprise you 'what actions be is capable oiT 
performing. This man originally ran away fto^n one of 
the British AVest India islands, and took shelter in thia^ 
with many others, while it was under the dominion of 
Spain, to avoid duns. Some time since his daughter was 
married to a gendeiriari, whos6 name does not occur to 
my recot|ection> to whom he promised 10,000l. asa.mar* 
riage portion, and indeed gave bills of exchange to that 
amount to his son-in-law, drawn on a mercantile house 
in London. Some who did nql admire the character of 
the judge, said they were drawn on Messrs, l^ump, Hanr 
die, and Co. Bankers, Ald^ate; others afHrmed that they 
were dr^iwii on Charles Stewart, Esf. Banker, Charing 
Cross. Be that as it may, the judge called one day on 
Kis s6ri-in-law^ just as he was about to forward ihem.home 
fbr acceptance, and presented a pair of loaded pistols to 
his breast, then detnandihg the bills in a fone of voice 
Hitent upon* bloody deeds, which so petrified, the son-in- 
law with feiir, that he returned, them, to his Honor with- 
out hesitation: This, Sir, may s^rv^ as a specime^.of 
the character^ with wh5ni Pictdn a^ciates, and oiit 
6{ such rank weeds does Hfe select administrators of 
justice.' Another reason \^hi<*h h^s been assigned' 
for suspending Mr.'Nihel from his office, is saidi to.bjj 
the following: — At Point Jquaque, lived a poof iudus-' 
dustriou^ man, Who, I hive been tpld> is a iiative of Ire--^ 
land, and who followed the occupation of turtle-fishing. 
It appears thatThe had h^etofore ueglect^d every time 
he had birought turtle to this port, to present one as an' 
oblation to Madam Rosette, the Governor's dnenria. On' 
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this a complaint was founded, and be was apprehended, 
feough^ prisoner to govemmenf-hbuse^ where he wag 
abused, in the usual way, and likewise threatened to be 
hanged in the mean time. Mr. Nihel 'having been 
called in to pass a sentence for immediate exeqition, was 
requested to write one to that effect. He objected^ and 
therefore came in for a copious share of abusive langu£^ 
also, in which the term '^ reptile" already mentioned, waa 
frequently applied. Indeed, it is a matter of some asto- 
nishment to me, that hi§ Excellency, who had^ hitherto 
spumed at legal forms, and literally trampled on justice, 
did not hang botli the judge and the fisherman ; the 
fornler for disobedience, and the latter for neglecting the 
politeness due to the fav«nte of the greatest man in the 
colony. I am unable to accoupt for the motives that 
restrained his vengeaiice in this particular instance, or 
liow he came to deviate from his usual line of conduct. 
As it appears at present problematical, I shall leave the 
solution of it, and proceed to matters of greater moment. 
Mr. John Baptiste Dechon Savignon, a native of Gre- 
nada, where, by his parents, he bad left him an indepen- 
<Ient fortun^ under the care of an uncle, a Mr. Patience, 
who tjirfed some of the negroes to a Mr. M'Bunnie, late 
a planter of this idand. Some tiriae after. Governor 
Picton bad a disjAte with Mr. Patience, who, it is stated, 
was oppressed as far as injustice could allow. In addi- 
tion to that, he took possession of the young man's slaves 
to the number of fifteen, arid obliged Mr. M'Bumie to 
pay the amount ol* what was due for hire, a sum exceed- 
ing llXJO dbliars, alleging that ke, the Governor, would 
be Mr. Savignon's guardian in future. \V^hen he took 
the slaves fi(ka Mr. M^Burnie, they were appraised by 
some of his panders, at two-tbirds less than their real 
value, with a view, thai should the minor, who was ab- 
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sent, order them to be sold, or in case of his death, the 
Governor would only pay the mere trifle at which they 
had been valued. He was, however, disappointed, for 
Mr. Savignon returned in about two or three year^ afW, 
when the Governor informed him that the slaves, &c. 
were in his possession ; at the same time shewing the ap- 
praisement, and offering to take them for. what they wer^ 
valued. This was objected to by Mr. Savignon, because 
he did not want to part with them, and in return dcr 
manded a restitution of the slaves and the effects in the 
Governor's hands, he being npw no longer a minor, and 
consequently capable of managing his owp business with- 
out the aid of a guardian. This demand, thou^gh per- 
fectly correct, irritated the Goy^iior, who insisted oq 
proof being exhibited not only of Mr. Salvignon's title to 
t\iese slaves, but a certificate of his birth, and also inform- 
ing him that he must prepare himself to quit the island 
immediately. These documents were procured, and pre- 
sented to the Governor, who, finding himself still disap- 
pointed, threatened to have him immediately hanged, 
alleging the documents were a forgery ; and he was in- 
istantly dragged to the Bastille! The Governor now set 
some of his panders to work, to see whether they could 
not bring Mr. Savignon to term^ to give up his claims^ 
and leave the island, rather than be igpominiously exe- 
cuted. This would not do; Mr, Savignon remained in- 
flexible ; but, the Governor, though defeated in this, de- 
vised another project. Being indebted 2,000 dollars for 
the hire of these slaves, in addition to what he received 
from Mr. M'Burnie, apd to avoid with some colour, the 
payment of these sums, he had the slaves again appraised^ 
which exceeded, as it certainly should, th§ first one by 
i 25 pfr cent. This overplus the Governor had the mo- 
desty to claim as his own : it amounted to more than the 
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items above-menttonedj md an account was rendered ac* 
cordingly, assigning this reason^ tlmt the slaves bad im- 
proved in value since he had taken them from Mr. 
M'Burnie. I am happy to find thpttMr. Savignoa neither 
acceded to his clandestine offers^ nor was hanged^ as bo 
was repeatedly threatened to he, but will soon come bold- 
ly forward to accuse liim. He has been Uberated^but 
in consequence of what circumstances I am not at pre* 
^^nt acquainted, 

.n. Indeed it would be difficult to find a single instance 
wl^erein he has displayed the exercise of justice, mercy, 
pr huipanity^ while on the contrary* he has exhibiUsd a 
melancl^oly picture of human depravity, by burning, tor- 
turing, and l^anging so many innocent persons. To this 
he has been ihstigj^tcd by the evil council of a cl^crc amie, 
wlio.is constantly ^^jpushing him on to error." Had thi» 
woman the fascinating accomplishments of a Millwood, 
one should be less.si^^rprised at his infatuated state of 
anxiety to please her. , She is, however, on the contrary^ 
both ugly and ,disg\isting, possessing brutal ferocity of 
disposition, which is pourtrayed in her very countenance. 
With such a mistress can yon be surprised at his acts? 
: In the following list you will find enumerated some of 
^h^ cruelties which have be^n alleged against him in the 
exercise of his government. 

. 1st. The execution of Qehstino, a Spanish peon, from 
Su^Joseph^sidLXi^ ii> ray 10th letter, to have suflered with- 
piit any form of trial. , . 

2rf. A.French gentleman, a planter, who resided on 
the sputh side of the island, stat^ in the same letter to 
have suffered without any form of trial. 

3d. The commander of a British launcc, from the 
island of Margarita, said to have been hanged and be- 
headed without trials as stated likewise in my 10th letter.- 



. 4th. OixsycBSUy, an Indkfti of tliB same feland^ t<rl)d 
s»le4 in the sftme latmee witbthe above-menthmed Sjpa* 
menfd, tortured to extort eohfession firom him. 

5th. The torturing Loiiisa Calderoh^ a SpaniA girl 
tad^ fourteen years of ^ge, to e^fcott csonfbssion respect-, 
iBg a robbery luppoised to haVe been cbmtmted by Carlo 
Gonzatez against Peter Ruez, who, I am told, Wa^ fre- 
qnendy employed as a secr^ agent tb the Governor. 
The torture was employed on this girt two «ucceed- 
ing days, in the presence of Mr. Beggorat, a per- 
son who is now touch in hi& confidence, and a member 
of his motley council, but whom he formerly considered 
a brigand, and at one time gave orders to bym his plan- 
tation, in the event of a commotion. This poor girl was 
tortured so severely, that she fell down apparently dead, 
by which it is said she has lost the use of some of her 
limbs^. 

6th. The execution, without trial, of Jean Baptiste 
Richard, a French mulatto, under pretence of his sup- 
posed correspondence with fhgitives from Gmdaloupe, 
established on the Spanish main. ^ 

Ith. Seizing and detaining Estevan 13|ilK)is, a free 
Spaniard from the Main, for elghteeh tiionlJis. 

Sth. The condemnation and ptinishment of another 
'free Spaniard from Falenlia, maxt'i^d in MaYguritdy—-* 
flogged through the streets, on the mere accusation of 
some drunken seamen, without trial or die means of de- 
fence. 



♦ She is now in this country. Her case will soon come fiilly be- 
fore the pixbficy because a bill of indictment has been found by the 
grand jury of Middlesex against f icton ; and a ciibmission has been 
sent out to Trhtukd, dh-0cW t6 Messrs. ShaW and l&ys, to examine 
witaesics i^tite to Ae> ca^. 
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9ih^ The illeggl and wancon extension of autbMii^ 
with an mtent to* ruin and «tarve Mm. Grifiitlu. and her 
amiable daug^teys^ at the inadfaUon of Miadam JtnciU, 
the Governor's inistress^ detailed in my 10th letter* 

10/A. Exeeuting Alaraon^ a Spaaiah mariner^ who 
sailed, ou' board %jteding. aohooner belonging to MrL 
' Cipriani^ of this pflR. He was. sent to. prison witho«tfc 
having biscrime specified^ and was hanged iaafew hours 
after^ without \yaiting the necessary forma of trial. Tftfc 
poor fellow, soared without ]aK>wiag either his crime or 
■1^ accuse. 

^ Wih, lix^Q.Htmg a number of soUlierft belonging to the ' 
Cefmoivcoriy^ without the Ic^al ioxxm^ ia auch^casesu it 
was alleged th^. yvere dtmrter^ qnd therefore trial was 
. upuecessary^ .... 

IfiM, Hugh Ga|ULagher« mentioned in my lOihletter^ ai 
a Serjeant or soldier, in the EoyaL.Corpa of Artillery^ to 
hava been ex^cu^ed witbant any forn^ of trials fora crime 
of which ^either.aoldier, declared. himieUv on his deaths 
bedj^to ha|^e.bie«n the perpietator^ and that' the unforr 
tunateOttUadip wAsinoocent^ 

ISth. Fo4|ikiUioga.ccuMmission to^an^ laqpaisi^nal 
■ Committee^ i« which. torture isdiirected to be applied^ 
fully. a.ta;ted in my IQtb let^» 

Wh* For. the repeated application of torture) mutila^ 
tioniand deaths on more tbiMi-aixteea free mulattoes^ free 
negroeSii lOdd , negro slaves^ condemned by virtue oi the 
proceeding cQnun^sionpP^o^tly without >proof;^attd sufierv 
ing for imaginary, crloi^s^ * 

\5ith. For cruel severitiei^- inflicted on sixtneg^o' slaves 
now ia prisQUi dinned, siaoe/leal December; allhMgh 
ti'ied> there was^o evidewe t0 comwit Uiem. 

J6^i* For having ordered. t«(o persons of the names of 
JoubaAnd Y^la, to be mjutilAted by his own.expj^ss hu- 



'J'"— J — -• ^ ... 

i. J&)r granting leave to a Frenchman to sup^r 
i(^Bes of Great Britain with* naval .and w^arlMH 
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thoriiyj contrary to th^^^ntcnce of the judges, vdiith it 
appears^ he annulled. * ' 

, 17/iw For a rape econmitted on the body pf a Spanish 
mulatto girl* , . 

ISth. For granting di^ensations to relatives in the for- 
bidden degrees of <ionsanguinityjJ||id compelling thfe . 
ourate of Port of Spain to mfeirry them. 

I9ih. For the illegal imprisomnentof a number of hi^ 
Majesty's subjects* 
- 20th. 
the enc 

stores. This eise is shortly thus. 3he Govembt seized' 
a vessel from ihfe river Oro«o#o,bel6rigingk) aSpanii^d, 
and consigned to a Frencfiman resident in this td\vri. 
The' net proceeds vi ere directed to be appropriated t6* 
iiqnidate cert^ri debts the,o\i^n& had; in course of his 
dealings, contracted ^wth sonie pefeons iti town, but- th6 
Oovemor applied H to his own convctiiertce. SeVera! ' 
subsequent appliqftflions have been made b^iJie Spaniard's 
creditors, notwithstanding they were 'obliged itt la4t to 
remain silent,»as they had been threateiMjjLwitfr l^aniSi- 
ment. The G6vernpr was more generoflPb the fc6ftsig[- 
nee ; he gave him an order, whereby he was allowed to * 
export any quantity of warlike stores^ under a certaii 
Testrietion, which is said to be, that the Frenchman 
"Would account for half the profits. 

I called, a few days ago, on a gentleman of the name 
-of Redhead, who had been confined eight and twenty 
days, at the instance of one of Picton's jackals, with a 
view to ascertain soiiie points relative to his case ; and 
as he politely favored me wiUi ati explanation, I am now 
enabled to ley the whole before you. , ,. 

Mr. Redhead was walking in one of the streets one 
day along with a friend* They happened to meet one of 
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the Oovcrnpv'a spies, wlio made use of some very abusive 
language to Mr. llcdhead. * The latter deservedly crossed 
the nose of the oflfender, when the blood of iniquity 
spotted catwacts round liim. Thej were, in a few hours 
aflor, arrested as guilty of high treason, and committed, 
as usual, to the BcGitilie, In the mean time, a mock trial 
ensued in the Inquisitorial Court, whqn Mr. Redhead was 
condemned, without being heard, to pay a fine of 400 
dollars ; 4}ut his friend was acquitted after some little im- 
prisonment, altliough he took no part whatever in the 
dispute. It is true, Mr. Redhead was obnoxious to Pic- 
ton, and therefore it was a crime to be seen in company 
with those who, like Mr. Redliead, were disliked : how- 
ever, in this instanceit is well understood that the Jackal 
in question courted this opportunity to quarrel with him, 
in order to punish him. The wretch went further; he 
endeavoured to procure a sentence to enable him to cut 
oiF Mr. Redhead's ears, under the usual pretence, that 
the punishment might be inflicted by the Spanish law, 
but Picton thought it prudent to resist the iniquitous 
wishes of his favorite''^. 

Fak. 



^ This roan was a member of the Jlltutriotu CabiiJof Vihich I think 
may not improperly he termed the Inquisition. In the year 1797> he 
signed a declaration^ retrospectively arraigning the late Governor^ 
Chacone. Among the items^ I find one of them was for having deli- 
vered the island to the British, and another, reprobating Spanish 
laws. But nnder these laws this fe]k>w has since acted in a judicial 
capacity, and he has never ceased to violate or mis-sute them. He 
lately came forward under the auspices of hit friend, Mr. Joseph 
iMarryaty of New Bridge Stretet, London, and exhibited an article of 
accusation against Colonel FulIartoD, which I mean to notice^ in a fu* 
ture letter. 



P8d- nrAvELs in trinidad. .; Let IS^, 



LETTEH XIII. 



The Case of Hugh Gallagher, executed- -by ^fden of 
Governor Picton, in May 1797, re-considered — J/n 
Jccount of Jean Baptist e .Richard , a fr^e Mulatto^ 
Man, executed without a Trial, l^f order ef Governor 
Picton, in the year 1797 — Fourteen Prvoatei of tl^e 
Goth Regiment, and of Hompesch Corps, ex^cukd in 
1797, by order of Governor Picton, without any Farm * 
of Trial — Detail of the Case of John Baptiste Alar^ 
con, a Spanish Sailor, executed in the month of April, 
1799, by order of Governor Picton, without any Form 
ef Trial, for a crime committed on the High Seas-^A 
Guiacaree Indian, the sailing Captain, or Patron of a 
Schooner, tortured and shot by order of Governor Pic^ 
ton, without any Form of Trial, in IBOChrThe Case of 
Pierre FraUcois, executed December 180l, by order of 
Governor Picton, for Sorcery, Divinafion', Knowledge 
of the Black Art, poisoning by, means of Charms, S^x. 
—Bouqui executed December J 801, by order of Gover^ 
nor Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge of the 
Black Art, poisoning by means of Charms, S^c. — La 
Fortune,executed February 1802, by order of Governor 
Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge of the 
Black Art, poisoning by means of Charms, S^c -^Ma^ 
nuel executed February 1802, by order of- Governor 
Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knowledge of the 
Black Art, poisoning by means of Charms, Sfc—Thisbe, 
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a Negress, tortured^ and aftcrroards hanged in Febru' 
^ary 1802, by order of Governor ^Picton, for Screen/, 
Divination, Knowledge of the Black Art, hnlding con-' 
^verse with the Devil, poisoning by means of Chartni, 
.^c. — Michael Gofdon, executed March LBOli, by order 
of Governor Picton, for Sorcery, Divination, Knorsh 
ledge of the Black Art, .poisoning by means of Charms, 
isc.—Aubinot executed April 1802, by order of^Gover^ 
nor Pictonfhr Sorcery, Divination^ Knowledge of the 
Black Art, poisoning by means ofChanns,S^c. — Present, 
a, Negress, hanged without Trial, by order of Governor 
Picton — Circumstances relating to Goliah, a Negro 
• Slave belonging to John Dawson, Esq. ZL^ho died in con^ 
uquence of a severe fogging ordered by Governor Pictof^ 
^^Observations on the above Cases. 



;IIcad-Qumer8, Pucrto x>i EsrANA, Marth xSo^, 



lEflBAR SIR, 



IN the preceding letter you are furnished 
ivitfi a list of the unhappy objects who had suffered under 
. Picton's tyrapnical praetorship ; it now becomes neces- 
fiai^ that I shoi^ld state the cases of these injured suffer- 
ers, with some more, at full length* Hence describe 
jtbem in rotation as they occuiTed* 

The first is Hugh Gallagher, of the Royal Artillery, 
whose case 1 have already partly described. But in all 
cases of this nature, it is my duty to be very particular ; 
therefore resume the subject without hesitation. 

On or about the Qlst of May, ,1797, a free negro- 
woman, named Jenny Boniface, went to the house of 
John Nihel, Esq. Chief Justice pf the Island, and stated 
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that she had been both ravished and robbed on the road 
from St. Joseph. Mr. Nihel ha\lng heard what she 
had to say, thought lier charge so verjr frivolous, that he 
did not lake anj further notice. of it than by merely tell- 
ing her to go to Governor Picton, '^ f« whom/^ as Mr. 
Nibcl says, *' 1 thought it uould afford amusement to hear 
ofM rape in the West Indies ; and aU the punibhment thai 
I thti^ht eouhJ jmsbib/y be the event ^wbuld be to pit him 
ip^/tkr piard-home, Ajttr dinner on the same day y I 
^sraiked doftn totcards th^^ ivharf] and you may judge of my 
hsrrcr and aiirprhi:, when I found the man zttisjmt execu-- 
tedr Before this victim was sacrificed, be ^trs distinct- 
ly heard addressing Governor Picton, who was near thq 
gallows, protesting his innocence, and requesting that he 
ini^rht be tried before he lost'bis life. Governor Picton 

o . . . . . . : 

replied, by thus insulting him: Villain I you are going 
to Hell zvith lies in your mouth!** By the orderly-book 
of the Artillery Corps then in Tri(iidad, it does not ap- 
pear that this unfortunate victim was either arrested, 
tried, or executed ; and moreover, I am told that he.as 
yet stands unaccounted for in the returns of the corps. 

Two days after the execution of Gallagher, a court-mar- 
tial was held on three other soldiers of the same corps^ Pa- 
trick Murphy, Patrick Kenny, and Andrew Redman, as 
l)eing his jtccomplices in this robbery. They were order- 
ed to receive 1,600 lashes each. 

It further appears from the evidence of Jenny Boni- 
face, that Murphy, and not the unfortunate Gallagher, 
was the man who had ill-used and robbed h^r. 

If it is tnie, what Governor Picton boasts of, that his 
Majesty's ministers have sanctioned this atrocious outrage 
on the life of an innocent man, how can they stand ac- 
quitted before God and their country,* for approving of 
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the conduct of a gpverttor and military cotntnaad^rj id 
thuf violating the laws entrusted to his care ? 

2^dCase, — Is that of Celeslino, a Spanish inhabitant, . 
>fho wa^ hanged (as I have already stated in a former 
letter), witliQUt any trial. This happened in the mo&th 
of May 1797. 

3d Case. Some time aboi^l the lead of the y^ar 1797, ; 
Jean Baptiste Richard, the owner of a launce, in which, . 
he traded to the Spanish Main, gave a passage to three * 
persons of colour^ who we|re suspected of holding opinions 
inimical to the Governor. Richard was arrested at Ppini ' ' 
la Brae, J>y Mons. St. P6, the commandant, and sent a 
prisoner to Port of Spain, where he was (without the ex- 
aftrinatjon of any witnesses), sentenced to be hanged. 
What aggravates this case, is a circumstance that more 
strongly marks JPicton's? ravage disposition. Richard's • 
father-in-law, Mr. Moss, a plpnter, who resided af Point 
la Brae, and who had also been arrested and imprisoned * 
by Governor Picton, under suspicion of being concerned 
with Richard, but, for want of proof, he was brought to 
government-house to be discharged, when the savage 
Governor took him intp the mirador, and pointed out to 
him the body of his unfortunate son-in-law suspended on 
the gallows. After that fcene, Mr. Moss was severely 
threatened and dismissed. 

Ath Case. Sometime in the year 1797, it appears that 
fourteen privates of the 60th regiment, and of the Hom- 
pesch corps, were executed. No trial whatever, civil 
or military, took place. I am unable to state what were 
the crimes for which they suiFered ; and all that I can 
learn is, that they were hanged a few hours after they 
were taken into custody. 

To soi*ten and explain his conduct in these barbarous 
proceedings, it is now urged, that at the time they were 
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. execul^> the garrison was. in a disorderly state^ — ^and 

that the Governor was under the necessity of dispensing. 
, with the tedious fonns of trial, as immediate e^ample$ 

were required to suppress the frequent desertions ^hicb 
' occurred amongst the soldiers. But this (excuse is too 

ridiculous for belief^ because it can be prpyjed, beyoiKJi 
' .t^ie possibility of doubt^ that the island was^ as tranquil 

as ever it was either before or since. How docs it hap^ 

» * pen that be did not issue orders to the officers con[nnandT 

• fng'the colonial volunteeris or militia to bold themselves 

• nn readiness ? An invariable rule whenever any mptinous 
or riotous dispositions are manifested by the regular 
troops.. . * ' 

^ 6th Case,, In the month of April 1 790y a Spanish $ailor> 

. named John Baptiste Alarcon^ was hanged without ^ 

. . t^l. The circumstances of his case are t^ese: — ^The 

launce, called La Cecile, belonging to a Mr. Cipriani, 

* . of this place, sailed on a voyage to Martinique, under the 

joommand of John Peter Orjaqdo, and manned by fouif 

Spanish sailors, ilatiyes of the Main, among whom was 

• Alarcon. When oflF the island of Qariacou, three of thq 

• sailors took advantage of the captain s being asleep, and 
rpvc^tpd . Having got possession of the vessel, tfcey took 
from the captain his arms, and obliged xk^e man at the 
helm to change his coutse for the Spanish Main. Whea 

*the qaptain avyoke, he was much astonished to find the 
course of the vessel changed. On inquiring the reason, 
the revolted suilqis replied >y insulting and threatening 
tp kill him if he made the least resistance, and to throw, 
him overboard. Having completely subdued the cap-. 
,. tain, they began eating and drinking, until intoxication 
caiised them to fell asleep. The captain, finding that two 
of them were fast locked in the arms, of Morpheu§, weat^ 
forward, and struck them on the head with the tiller tilj 
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they were dead, when he thre^ their bodies overboard.^ ♦ 
After this he steered his course for the island of Cariacou : 
when he got there, he went to the commandant, Befbre 
whom he made a deposition to the above effect. Alar-r 
con, the surviving revolter, was put into prison, and the * 
icaptain pursued his voyage to Martinique, where he 
inade a similar deposition'. • * ♦ * 

Returning home, he called for Alarcop, arid brought '^ 
him in chains to Trinidad The captain, and his 9wner; * , 
Mri Cipriani, went to Governoi* Picton, to whom they ' •* 
gave copies of the depositions that were made at Cariacou • * 

' and Martinique^ The captainj and the sailor who had 
not joined in the mutiny, made each a -.decjaratibg; be- 
fore Governor Piqton,* confirming the aforesaid facl^. ^ 
Governor Picton lost no time in hftving^' Alarcon brought 
before him. After interrogating him for'a few minutes, • « 
he was ordered to be immediately handed, which order 
was complied with, and he was put to death without any .* 

. form of tyial or inquiry. * • ^ 

6th Case. Sometime in the year 1800', information, was 
given to Governor f icton, that some soldiers of Hom- 
pesch'a rtgiment had deserted, who suspected that they 
were carried off in a Spanish schooner that sailed th»t , 
inoming. When the schooler returned to Trinidad, a 
guard of soldiers brought on shore the passengers, the 

^ bailing captain (pr as he.is called in Spanish, patron), and • 
all the sailors, who were committed to prison. The- 
patron, and some others, underwent the torture: what, 
confession two of them made is .not known,' but almost 
immediately after the patron was shot by order of the 
Governor, without the least form of trial. It appears in 
evidence, that although a pardon was offered to him, he 
persisted in asserting his innocence. It is also on abso- 
lute fact, that the owner of the schooner, Buscaruidos, , 
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••was on board when she sailed, consequently had com-^ 

' mand of her, who alone must have been guilty of taking 

the soldiers, if \hey really were taken ; but it is now the 

general opinion^ that neither the owner nor the captain 

• were likely (from the good reputation they bore, and the 

circumstances they were in), to commit such an act. 

7tk'Ca$e, Sometime in December 1801, a negro slave 

^belonging to a Mr. Patrice, was carried before a commis- 

, **8ion (alfeady noticed) illegally fortned by Governor Pic- 

\ •• ton, for the purppse of trying" persons accused of sorcery, 

, • divination, and poisoning by means of charms. Sec. This 

slave, Pierre ^Francois, was repeatedly examined upon 

these charges before this tribunal, when, in all instances, 

he miiformly and solemnly protested his muocence, 

jjuring the different examinations, which secretly took 

* place in the jail, where these ignorant and infamous com- 

inissioners met in one of the rooms, he was confined 

• . in the stocks. 'Without hearing any defence from the 

prisoner, he was ordered to fall'down on his knees, and 

adjudged to be burnt dlive! 

He was then conducted to the dhapel, where he was 

first heavily ironed, and after that'heard prayers. , 

A little after three o'^clock, p. w., poor Pierre wctB con- 

' ducted by a file of soldiers to the gallows, where they 

chained him to a ^take, and covered his body with a shirt 

loaded with brimstone. Faggots bein^ placed round the 

.stake, they were set on' fire by the executioner. Ano- 

, ther negro, who had just been executed, was ordered tct 

be taken off- the gallows, his head cut off, and placed 

alongside of Pierre, when both the living and the dead 

were consumed in the fiames. 

It is stated that the frequent burnings of this sort 
which took place, together with the smell of the brim- 
stone, obliged many>who lived near the gallows, tp leave 
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their houses. What may bOeomed remarkable, is, thaf 
'thouQ;h the tiei^roes* rusheaoff with horror from .theso 



barlmrous scenes, yet it was a matter, of astonishment 
they did not iiistantly massacre the white population. 

Sth Case. The negro mentioned ia the' preceding 
case, named Boiiqui, was suspected of sorcery, divination, , 
jkxiov^ledge^of the black tu't, poisoning b*y, means of; * 
ctarms, &c., and 'confined in a solitary dungeou for sixl* • 
• months previous to his'bcing tried, before the sflfc ulc- * * * 
gal commission that tried and Condemned Pie^mraA- 
cois, — a diabolicar conimission, formed ,by Governor 
Thomas Picton, 'repugnant to *every rule of proceeding 
e»tablised by efllier English or Spanish Jaw/ • • • " 

After Bouqui hod beeneKarAiued several times, jie wa» • 
conducted to the chapjel, where he was^bjiptized by the ^ 
curate of Port of Spain, then heavily fettered, and taken . * 
to 'the gallowj} by a guard of soldiers. Here sentence of 
death was read to him by. order of Governor Picton, and 
he was instantly hanged. After fijleen pinnules suspen- 
sion, he was taken do\^n, and his head cat off. " The head-* ^ 
less trunk was kid on ,a stake alongside of Pierre Fran«» 
cois, and*consiimed in the flames^ 

• 9#A Case* La Fortune^ a negro slave, belonging to a t 
Mr. Luzette, was accused (by the sam^ tribunal formed • 
byOdVerrior Tliomas Picton), of having *attempted,tQ • 
take away his own life; having the knowIe^Bkf the black 
art, sorcery, divination, poisonirig by xp^BTof cJiarQis^ 
&c. ; for having occasioned sickness amongst mfln^ slaves ^ 
and having, himself, dangqrous' cpnnectipns with th€ 
devif. • • ' . • ' ' . 

The trial 'of 'La Fortune lasted six months, during 
which time he was confined in a small cell, in which he 
was almost roasted alive, and was so emaciated and weak, 
^s to be curried before the tribunal by two jail negroes, * 

Bb 
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He was at last condemaed^be banged^ decapitated^ his 
head te be exposed on a p<w> asid his body bomt. The 
mforttfnate vicUm constantly maintained his imioceiice 
till Ihe last moment. Being unable to walk^ he was drag<- 
ged to the ttsnal |^ace of execution^ where he stifl^red ac- 
cording to his sentence^ sometime in February 1802. 
l(Uh Case. Manuel> a negro slave^ was accused^ Irted, 
«:and condemned in Bebruary 1802, before the same tri- 
bU&^JSr sorceiy, divination, knowledge of the black • 
^t, fHtoiBg by means* of charms;, 8cc. His tri^l lasted 
ML orleven inonths, during which time h^ was confined 
i A»a small cell>' with his f<^et fixed in iron stocks. -Mandel 
was put into ifWt, and carried, heavily ironed, to St.Jc^ 

• 9eph dc On/If £^,'^attended with a strong guard ^f soldiers. 
His sentence was read to him uncber the gallows, — ^which 
was> that lie should be hanged, his head cut off, and h» 
body burnt. After this,^ the execution was not fiw a mt>- 
ment cfelayerd. Being allowed to hang about ten or 
twelye minutes, he waa taken down, decapitaljUd^ and his 

'.body burnt.. 

. . Ii^ Ma^uers sentence it is recorded, tbat Yaia and 
Youba, two negro slaves, were condemned to bebanisbed 
• for imposing upon the credulity of the negroes by the 
fake art of divination, and alleged guilty of perjtiry in 
theii: depositions before this diabolical triBiinal, lJUttScH 
ifemoi'ThfliHis Pittofi wxis dissatisfied with *bs part of 

* the sentence, not conceiving the ^nishment suiBciet^ 
wetrcl He ordered that Yala and Youba should assist 
at the execution of Manuel, have tireir ears cut off, and 
be afterwards banished. 

Wth Coie. A negre^ slave, named Thisbe, "belon^ng 
to M. Begorrat, was accused of sbrceiy, divination, know- 
ledge of the black art, holding frequent converse wi^ 
Ae devil,, poiscwing: by means of charms, &c. and con*- 
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fined in a dgngeon for Ave moathi. Her liudbfttulj a 
negra^ named l^eWx, wm under tdal at the sasne* 
time. The savages who formed this diabolical tri- 
bunal^ not being able to procure pr^ against Felix 
ID the ordinary way^ put t^ innocent wife to the torture, 
to exteit conliMsioD from her^ of her husband (Felix) 
being guitty of the alleged crimes of sciroer^i diyinotion^ 
hoUKiig coaverse with the devil> Ssc* The poor creature^, 
in the agony of excruciating torture, accused h^fcrifyand 
persisted in her (misband's kiaocence! ^^ ' 

Ailer being almost tortured to deaths the poor inno^ * 
cent <trcature was condemned lo be hanged, decapitated, 
ber body bur»c^ and her bead stuck uj^ a pole.in the' 
Quarter ef Diego Martin. Acoordin^P this sentence^ 
Ac was conducted lio the place of execution by a parly 
(of soldiers, and her husband (Felix) was ordered by Go- 
4^ernor Thomas Pictoa to attend her, — to assist at her 
fexecutien,^-«to have his ears cut off, — and- (o be banished • 
tiie colony. 

On her way to Ihe place of execution Ae said,—'' Thi$ 
islmtlike « drink ofimier towhnt I have already suffered^- 
And immediately before being hanged, she exclaimed, — 
^ Tlmt she hi^fed notMng would M done to her hmbetndp 
Felix, for he tms innocent; and that she herself trusted 
she was going to Gsdr The sentence being, as usual> 
read under the gallows, she was hanged for a short time> 
then taken down, and her head cwt offj her body was 
bamt oil a pile previously prepared, and her head was. 
n^xt day exposed on a pole at Dieg^ Martin. jShe suf- 
fered in the month of Febnmry 1802. ^othpr negro 
slave was executed at the san^e time with Thisbc, by order 
of Governor Tllomas Pieton. 

l^thCau. Michael Gardon was accused, tried, and 
condemned by the said diabolical tribuna], of sorcery^ 
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divination^ knowledge of the blade art^ poisoning by 
means of charms^ &c.^ and was adjudged U> be hapged^ 
The sentence was imn^ediately put into ex^catiQn in tt^e 
uiontb o( March 1802. 

Joseph Fapstin^ who was supposed tp be Intimi^jr 
connected with (j!ardpn> was ordered to assist at tjie exe-^" 
cution^ with a rppe round his necki — to b^ve his ears 
cnX pff,-^tp be burnt pn the cheek with a red hot iron/—* ' 
and dfli^rrards banished. 

13th Case. A negro slaxfii n^ed Aubinot^ belofiging 
'to M. la Rivi0]:e^ was a^pijsed by the said i2^f(^na) tri- 
bunal> of having made U9e of a poisoned i(ylup>*-^f ^r-^ 
eery, divination, knowledge of the b'ack «ir.t;j poisonijig 
\>y means of cimrms, &p« He \\ as copfioei^ in^ a oell fon 
eight months^ vyith his feet fixed iu iron stoc;ks niade fast 
to a fjost, and.ii-^qMently ^ort|ued ^d ^ftj^iijed during, 
tliat timf . Aubinot was condemned, by this ^avag^.tri^ 
. bunal, to ^ lianged, decapitated, his body, to be burnt, 
and his head exposed on a pole near the buryiQgrground j 
which sentence W^ c?nried ipto ^^cution in full, and his 
aslies scattered to the ^nd^ ip the month of March 180^^ 

Jean, Louis, La Ilose, .and Noel, thi^ee j|)3gix>es, sus^ 
peoted of being guilty of divination, sprccsry,aad poispn^i 
log by.means of charms,' were adjudged to assist at th^ 
pxecution^ 4tibinot,— to have their ears cut off,— to 
}>e branded on the che(?k with a red hot iron,— and^ift^r* 
wards banii^hed. 

I4fth fJase. A negress, nained Present, the properly of 
Mr. Thomas Kenny, w^s enticed away from himpevipu^ 
to the capt^ire of the island by ihe British. Spme;month3 
after the capture>^Present w^ brought iq^ ^d lodged in 
the piccjuet-guard, about three o'clock in th^ afternoon. 
As this was Governor Picton's diniler ho<ir^ Mr. Kenney 
!^id not thmk it prpper to make any application till next 



♦ 



tct: ISjl \MOVn BSY0ND LAW* ISW 

ibQroing ; >uc Pree^nt v?as haaged at sun^^rtae, before Mr/ 
Keoiiy had time to make ai^ applicatign^ conaequeotly' 
Ipst a valuable, slave* The only fault, or crime this un- 
fortpoate giri had committed was^ that of ruiming away; 
she vm$ pot accused pf any bad quality by her ma3ter; 
on ^ cQnti'a]:y>fib<9 was a CQufideptial servant^ and her 
maat^r never heardpf any particular charge or crime 

baviog beetle piieferred against her. Jlaf! the murder 

q/afeflQW cr^^ttire ^e^m now to be lawful in thif^part of 

nth Case.. Thi9> Siri is the lajslcase I intend to notice 
in this blapk catalogue : and though it is not of such. 
Qi$gaitujle a9 the rest^ yet from the aggravated jcircum* 
stances attending it, ipay safely be put upon a par with 
the preceding ox^esf 

On a Sunday in May 180d» John Dawson, Esq. latQ 
pf hivcrpooj, then residing on his estate in the quarter of 
T^cariqtfOy gave one of his slave9> named Goliah, a ticket 
pf protection tQ gp tp the church of ^t. Josephs to hear 
divine service* On his return home, in the evenings h^ 
yras ffiet by a number of negro aJguazils (constables)^ who 
were ^fnplpyed by the qommaudant of the quarter as a- 
patrole, who took him into custody, and notwithstandmg; 
jQoliah shewed them \\h ticket pf protection, they per- 
sisted in detaiifing hinij and carried him to tt^j; house of 
the commandant at St. Jo$eph*9. 

Next day Mr. Dawson sent his spn, Mr. Robert Daw- 
fpn, with spme of his negroes, to look after Goliah, 
who found him in the pustody of those constables, 
who were carrymg him to head-quarters. Mf. Robert; 
Dawson demanded him of them, but they refused^ saying 
they should get more money if they took him to town, 
Mr. Robert returned home, and informed his father of 
these transactions^ wlp inmicdiately took bis horse, and 
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nxk «mr to town after thMi. ^ Oa ia<}uirhig;^ he found 
QfoUah hi jiiU. About eight o'doefe on Tuesday Qiom 
ing> Mn Dawson waited on A^ potent Goremor Pkton^ 
and beg^ be might ha^ his sla^ returned to him.; at 
the same ttme.^eppesevtmg ti^tbehad been veigr impm* 
perty at¥66fied^ having a ttoiteH of pi#tei&tiK)Q t^ ^ to 
diurchy^ffid returning peaoepibly and ^(uMiy hcMne wiMsn 
be waA deieed by these 4^Mlabk»r*^i»ttt^ intention 
doly ol^ getting money^ Mr< ]>awfion miMy told the 
Governor that scarcely a week pa«86d> btt«i^|i,t some of 
bis'riaves m^ taken ki a ^similar way. Mr.I>aw9Dn re* 
^uej^ted that he might have Goliah> by pi^hig the jail-fees^ 
only. The r^ply (^v^toor I>ict<|n retumed4^ft»^ ttiat^ 
knew Mt. Da;w&»^ hi|d^v^ too innch'cm^ottiag^neiit to 
his slaves^ — that he would humble them^L^tbat^ien^gvo 
had F^isellod wi/Ai ifafe cmsJ^btes^^nd bad l^'gMe qinetly 
wHh CbeiD^->-4^ijiat he had a ^nUdass wiA binjt^^^^aod that 
Iff. Dawson should not hmre Kim vifSiikm te& paid ^6 
joeA ^> as^w^U as-the jail ^ees* Mr. fhm^fi mtimet ttaay 
&at every negro Wad allowed to eai^ry u cudaes^ b«t^ he 
iM not4s:now whetiierGoiiab had one ottiOt; .d[)er^bre> 
ks'h& had not offended against the laW^ and wa# return^ 
mg peaceably heme^ he did not think it ^liiaieilhert'eason'^ 
able or justihat he should pay more than the jsal fees: 
Crovemof^Picton persisted he should pay Hie two joes> 
or he should not have the negro. MrvDaiw^eft contend^ 
ed tliat the demand was net just : ind<^pend^t of tbat^ 
he did not suppose he oould find money fot* tha* purpose 
during bts* dt^ in town; Governor Pkrt^nr^^* Ify^^ 
don't pay the money ^ VH tut him ttndeif'.'the gnUows!^ 
Mr. Baw«on then took his lea^e, saying, he hoped the 
Governor woukl not be so cmel, but woakt Aink bett^ 
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of it ; and retum^id borne the s&ioe day. GovettMn: 1^ 
ton^ ho^ever^ put his threat mto execntioii^ and had ^ 
inoffensive Golkh flogged under the gftllows till he WM 
nearly dead. Mr. Dawson's servants being in town on 
Thunrdny with a flat, or vessel, which carried articles to 
and from the plantation^ they foand the poor feilow iH 
a dreadful situation, lying in the jail-yard: they con-> 
veyed him on board, and carried hiiii home. When be 
wa» brought to Mr. Dawson, he was di^adfiilly mangled 
iVoih his hips up to his shoulders, having been Uh* 
meJrcifoUy flogged with a driver's whip, which cut large 
himpB of flesli from his body. The poor felloW made one 
eilbrt to speak, — ^wbioh was to tell Mr. Dawson that he 
Was flogged nnder the ^llows,--^hat h^ was killed, and 
should die. Notwithstanding Mr. Dawson took all pos^ 
flbie caire of him, he lingered for a few days and died. 
Consequently Mr. Dawsoi\ lost a valuable and faithfal 
iftlave ; imd can have no hesitation in saying, that he 
died in eontequente of the wounds inflicted on him ! 

itiqppeirs'that M». Sergent, a Frenchman, Was presi* 
d«at ^ this iHegn) commission fbMed by G^ovemor Pic* 
ton, ibr torturinj^ and deatnoying the «cgroe^. Neither 
tfaie fM-esid^nt, nor tfce rest of the members who, I now 
undfTStand, are all of them French, of the Hobespierrian 
school, hold any jadicial situation in the cdbny, being 
prrvate individuals, equally unacqaainted with the forms 
ef Spanish or of Eagiisb kw. The»e were no assessor, 
no defender for the accused, and no public escrivano at- 
tendant on this diabo)i(}ri- «ri^nal. Their sentences are 
vciifiwd by the fliignatt:H#es of the president and secretary 
t)f the commission, and lAdiidie the orders of Governor 
Picton on which the sentences w^re carried ifnto effect. 
The torture of a- criminal during the course of his trial> 
is a cruelty coiMeoira«ed by custom hi many nations. 
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This iastaiment .&f baitmrity i» caH^ the rack^ and is 
cmiipofied of a thick strong plank^ having a contrivance 
At .f>Be end to secure the hands^ and at the other^ a sort 
pf double wooden vice. The vice is formW of three 
3toiit uprights^ two of which are moveable^ but steadied 
ty a block that is fastened on each side. The ancles of 
the culprit being placed in tlie machine, a cord is passed 
round the uprights, and held fast by two men. The 
. phief tormentor theo gradually introduces awedge mto 
the iotervals, alternately changing sides. The method 
of forcing an expansion at the upper part, caused the 
Ipwer end to draw towards the central upright, which is 
fixed into the pl^nk, and thereby compresses the ancles 
of the wretched, suflferer, who, jwrovided he be fiwtified 
by innocence or resolution, eadures the advances of the 
wedge, until bis bones ore completely reduced into a 
jelly. 

The memorable events performed by this instmmeiii 
will long remain an indelible stigma on those who tole^ 
rated its use in this island, — an island under the protec- 
tion of the mild government of Great Britain. But, Sif, . 
it is an instrument worthy only of a cannibal, whose savage 
dkpositipn in this instance has, we are told, been much 
jidmired by the "prqftigatcs and pirates,** who are the part* 
ners of his infamy. I say. Sir, bow will this sanguinary 
|;yrant b^ able to excuse himself from the charge of the 
preceding cruelties, inflicted on the uaoffending subjects 
pf 1^ Majesty? What name should we bestow on this 
Covernor, whose whole endeavours were employed, and 
:|firhose whole pleasure consisted in terrifying, efisnaringj 
tormenting, and destroying mankind? Whose power 
has. been emplpyed, since he has been governoiv in assist* 
ing the rapacious, deceiving the simple^ and oppresang 
the inijocent; and wbQ> without provocation, should 
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coatinue from day to day, void of all pUy and remorse^^ 
thnst to torment mankind for diversion. The people of 
England will scaroely think k possible that negro-hunting 
is fashiohable in many of the fVest India islands, as well 
tB in this. I.shdl make tha utmost inqai«y hito the bar- 
baritica attending these sportg*. 

Fate. 

* Soon after this fetter wai'wrhtett» iShe author was BlegaJIy ba- 
in^cd b^ Brigfldier Oenertl Pioton aad Commodore Noodi vihich 
of course prerefKedthts oseful iaquiry ; but the reader will mo in the 
Appeadixi No. 2) a speciroen of the barbarities^ waatonly committed 
on the unfortunate negroes. 



Cc 



SOe TBAVEtS IN TBtNIDAO. {^Lct. I'^V 



JLETTEB Xiy. 

Remittki on the Situation of tkt Inhabitants wJien the 
First Commissioner arrtv^din^TnmisLd-^tiis^ Reception 
and Address to the public Functionaries — Tlie Address 
misrepresented in Picton's Gazette — The Intention of 
it thwarted — A Proclamation fo decoy the First Com- 
missioner, and sanction the Acts of the former Goter^ 
nor — The Conduct of the public Secretary in thisttan^ 

' suction — The measures of the Party defeated — Brigadier 
General Picton alarmed — Orders of the First; Cotn^ 
missioner respecting Commitments — The Alcaldes re- 
monstrate — Proceedings in the Cabildo respecting a 
new Jail — The first Commissioner's Visit to the old" 
One, and the Situation in which ke found it — The Ex^ 
ecutioners Complaint, S^c, — A second Visit to the Jail 
increases Brigadier General Pictous Jealousy — An 
Explfiuation — Refections thereon — Brigadier General 
Picton's Attempt to deprive Mr. Hargrave, Printer, 
of his Licence — Proceedings of the \9,th of February- 
respecting Madame Duval — Outrageous Conduct of 
the Brigadier in the House of the First Commissioner— 
His Apology to Mrs. Fullartvn — A Parallel oj the 
Conduct of both Commissioners — Further Proceedings 
in the Case of Madame Duval, and the public Secre- 
tary suspended. 

Head-Qunrtersi Push to iz Espana, March 1803. 
DEAR SIR, 

JN O body of people ever more ardently 
prayed to be relieved from their insulted aad oppressed 
state, than did the inhabitants of Trinidad. They were 
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greater ot^^cts of coitimiseration than the Dutch^ even 
.though degraded, ruined, enslaved, and cloyed with the 
a'edundant fraternizing embraces of the ruling tyrant of 
France. When it was known thot commissioners were ap- 
pointed, and that Colonel Fullarton was the senior on€\, 
the inhabitants became almost delirious with, joy at the 
,bare idea of being soon relieved from oppression. 
Hence they also became strongly prejudiced in his fa- 
vour long before he arrived, conceiving he would bring 
•with him, what was much wanted in the colony ; t. e, 
justice, humanity, protection, and happiness. 

Colonel Fullarton at length arrived in the GuJfoi 
Parioy on the 3d of January last, on board his Majesty's 
ship Ulysses, commanded by Captain Columbine, and the 
,next day landed. He was received by General Picton 
•with seeming politeness. After being congratulated by 
all descriptions of civil and military persons, he took the 
oaths and his seat in council^ in the cabildo, and in the 
municipal tribunal. Jn his address to these public bo- 
tdie8,jl)c*ex|>res8ed his earnest desire to co-operate with 
his colleagues, and with all classes of the community; 
tto carry into ^£Fect the liberal and enlightened instruc* 
,tions he had received from his Majesty respecting the 
Ature prosperity of the colony. Next day Picton's ga- 
zette made its appearance, which gave an account of 
Colonel FuUartou's reception and address; in which 
jse is represented to >have, in his own name, as well 
.as in the name of his Majesty's ministers, bestowed the 
jnost unqualified praise on tlvs late governor, and his pro- 
x^eodings, during six years arduous government. 

This gross and infamous mis-statement surprised tliosc 
independent Englishmen who were present at the time 
tbe Cplonel addressed the public bodies. They clearly 
jmdcrstood the manoeuvres of Picton's friends, who, by 
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this^ imaginqd^ that the many who hod bee& insohedj, 
ruii^d^ and persecuted^ would be prevented from apply- 
ing to the first commissipner for redress/^to dupe his 
Majesty's ministers, and to dear the diaracierof the late 
governor from the imputations which frequently oc- 
curred. 

The first commiisioner was fic^ «o easily duped as 
they vainly imagined ; and though he did not openly 
contradict this gross mis-atatoment on the spot, yet it 
was probably from an unwillingness to give offence to 
General Picton, that he did not di^a^ow the barefaced 
falsehood. But the Colonel's silence encouraged Gene- 
ral Picton and his friends to farther acts of duplioitVj, 
whicli ^hall be noticed in d^ ord^ as they occurred. 
it was soon understxiod' that the newspaper which coth- 
tained the misstatement, was to be sent home to Lord 
Hobart, as a salvo; but the Colonel directed Mr. A^ 
derley, whp w^is present at the time the i^eech alluded 
to was delivered, to wi'ite to Lord Hobart, that the praise 
in question was ial^, imd calculated to impose on the 
credulity of those who were not pi^sent,^— that he insi- 
nuated nothing in the name of ministers, nor had he 
bestowed the least praise on the conduct of a man with 
whose transactions and character he WQS tptally unac- 
quainted. 

The first act General Picton and his party resolved on,^ 
was a proclamation, which declared all laws, usages, cus- 
toms, and employments, as hitherto exercised, should . 
continue in ftiU force. Tbf attorney-general, Archibald 
Gloster, and Mr, Woodyear, secretaiy to the commis- 
sion, urged the Colonel to sanction it, who, wiHing to 
conciliate as much as possible the minds of the inhabi- 
tants generally, did not object, as it appeared to him 
^tot it w^ the object of th^ld government to embrace. 
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• 
condliatory meaturet likewise. This happened on the 

(Jth Jmus^y, two days after the Colonel landed. The 
proclamation was prepared and ordered to be printed. 
While it was in the printer's hands, the Colonel reflected 
that it would be ipiproper to promulgate this act preci- 
pitately, without the consent of the third commissioner. 
Commodore Hood, who had not yet arrived. Impressed 
with this idea, he sent the assistant secretary of the com- 
mission to the printar with peremptory orders not to issue 
the proclamation, but to bring the pixx)f sheet to him as 
soon as it was ready. The printer promised, but instead 
of doing what he was ordered, he placaixled the procla- 
mation all ov^er the town. In this, no doubt, he obeyed 
the orders of the «ther party. The Colonel was much 
imrprised when he heard of this transaction, and instantly 
ordered the printer before him, when he was reprhnanded^ 
^d directed to pull them all down again, and bring 
them to the Colonel, which he did, and explained the 
reasoR'Why he bad acted contrary to the instructions he 
had received from the assistant secretary. The cloven 
foot now appeared* It seems the General and the mem- 
bers of his pand^Bmonium, were eager to get this instru- 
ment placarded, as they imagined it tended to approve 
and confirm all their former '^ sanguinary laws, usages, 
and customs,*^ Mr. Secretary Woodyear, who at this 
early period, became the decided advocate of the san- 
guinary party, with a view of sharing the loaves and 
fishes, ordered the printer to disregard the instructions 
of the first commissioner, and to publish the proclama- 
tion at all events, — adding, that he was the public secre- 
tary ; therefore, his instructions must be obeyed. 

Notwithstanding this extraordinary circumstance, the 
first commissioner telt so much dclicacv towards Gene- 
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tsi Picton, that, although he devoted several hours daily 
to the reception of, and communication with, all descripr 
tions of the inhabitants and strangers, he studiously 
avoided to look retrospectiv-ely^ and invariably refused 
every complaint which bad a tendency to criminate the 
former governor. Indeed, when such comjJaint^ were 
offered, he manifested the strongest wish to conciliate 
the minds of the parties. 

General Picton was, however, alarmed at the friendly 
reception all classes of inhabitants met with from the 
first commissioner. It was novel to be sure, and decided- 
ly opposite to his own practice. With a view to prcr 
vent the people from enj<3iying this constant flow of 
politeness and good manners, and to learn what was 
going forward, Gloster, the avowed supporter of *• sanr 
guinary laws, usages, and customs/* repeatedly pr-essed his 
services on the first commissioners, in the capacity of 
aid-de-camp, or literally speaking, a spy. The 6^t 
commissioner, unwilling to disappoint the party, accept- 
ed of Gloster's services ; but, it was not long before Glos^ 
ter (who evidently wanted to control the conduct of the ' 
. Colonel)^ manifested extreme uneasiness at the great 
number of English, Spanish, French, and South Amcr - 
rican visitors, who crowded to seie the Colonel, with 
whom he communicated without tjie intervention of 
any other individual. Though this dissatisfied the 
other party, their chief continued to act with politeness. 
Matters went on in this manner, untill Mr. Adderley, the 
provost-martidl whose duty it was to inspect the condi- 
tion of the jail, discovered the situation of the unhappy 
prisoners to be shockingly deplorable. Picton, and 
the infamous tools employed under him, in the adminis- 
stration of justice, had invariably pursued a system alt(H 
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gether repugnant to the Spanish laws^ particularly in 
cases of commitment. The practice, as far as I can 
learn, was to commit persons to prison without specifying 
iheif offence. The jailor held the words^, '^ Jusqua wot^- 
vel ordre ;" a sufficient authority to retain the body of 
the unfortunate for years of lingering durance vile! Tlie 
first commissioner directed Mr. Adderlcy to rectify thr* 
illegality^ and to demand in future that a spccificature . 
of the offence of the person committed, should be pro- 
duced, as it had hitherto been customary also to allow 
the monster Vallot, the keeper of the jail, to punish the 
unfortunate according to his own discretion. The first 
commissioner also ordered a daily report of the persons 
ordered for (.unishment, having heard with certainty 
that many innocent objects had been flogged with seve- 
rity, and therefore it was to check this undue severity, 
that lie had given these benign instructions. When the 
infamous Alcaldes, Black, and St. Pe, heard that such 
orders had been given, they waited on the first commis- 
sioner, and remonstrated with him on this innovation of 
their absolute (as they considered it) authority. They 
insisted, that any individual they thought proper to con- 
demn, ought to receive punishment without any inter- 
ference whatever from his Majesty's commissioners. It 
is troe, six years of uncontrouled sway of the most unex- 
ampled tyranny, had given sanction to their barbarity, 
but it was not to be supposed tlmt the benevolent wishes 
of his Majesty were to be frustrated by this remonstrance 
of the infatuated tools of ill delegated power. The first 
commissioner Mras fully resolved to persist in his wise and 
amiable intentions, and to alleviate th$ calamities of the 
oppressed. The subject was tiot agitated again until 
tl>e la3t week in January, when the first commbsioner 
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attended the weekly laieeting of the cabildo, and brought 
forward a measure which would add comfort to the «itu-^ 
ation of the distressed prisoners. He- urged the neces- 
sity of adopting a plan for hiring and fitting up a new 
jail under better regulations. After many observations, 
and a variety of difficulties suggested by Messrs. Black, 
Beggorat, and Saint Pe^ it was agreed that they should, 
in the evening, inspect a piece of ground, where Mr. 
Black thought a new jail should be built at a greats ex- 
pence* tn the evening, after inspecting the ground, they 
went to the old jail : — here, indeed, a «cene of wretched* 
ness, disease, famine, and, in fact, the most exquisite 
Bdisery, opened, as it were, at once to their sight,-**'such 
afi was never before witnessed by any governor iA any 
part of his Majesty's dominiens! It was the indispen- 
sable duty of Colonel Fullarton to express^ in pointed * 
language, his disapprobation, which he did ; and, more- 
over, persisted in bis opinion thai the Alcaldes inflieted 
punishment before the unhappy victims were tried. In his 
progress through this dungeon of horror, he observed foUr 
or five slaves^ belonging to Baron Montelambert, streteb* 
ed on their backs on hard boards, in a noxioMS cell, with- 
out light or air, their feet mortized in fettess, and in a 
state tantamount to torture, — though proceedii»gs bad not 
gone farther against them than the process verbal. When 
Colonel Fullarton reprobated the conduct of their infer- 
nal tormentors present, one of them (I think Beggorat) 
attempted to j«stify himself and Us associate^ by say* 
ing> '^ there was no method of extorting the truth Jrom 
such vUlaims except bjf means of torturtP After this^ the 
executioner, William Payne,came fon^ard to the Odonel 
with a singular complaint. He staled that he had only 
been paid two joes for flogging, burning, igekaiuaiogj guil- 
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Joteiiing^ torturing^ cutting ears^ &c/ agreeable to the 
ibllowing list, which he put into the Cebaers hands, vif^' 

Hangod and burned at Si» y^9^i i»d head' cut off <• i Mao. 

£an dipt off at ditto S ditto* 

Ears dipt and stampt - - - - - - 4 ditto* 

Flogged under the gallows . . « . • i ditto. 

Punished at pillory ...«•• i ditto. 

Led through the towQ and pillored * . . . i ditto, 

fiars dipt in market - . • . . ^ i ditto* 

Ditto in the jaii*yaid i^ • • - • • i ditto. 
Mulattomaoiandone negro manfloggedthroughthetowD s ditto* 

^rs dipt off* jn the jail-yard, oi two black men - s dittgy. 

(Signed) WiLLiAM Paynb. 

Colonel Fuliarton again visited the dungeon the suo^ 
ceeding evenings with the same party, i. e. the iofatnods 
alcaldes, and some of the members of that disgi^acefbj 
body, the cabildo^ when he declared decisively, that ud- 
less a new jail was* agreed for, he would take it upon 
•himself to resnove the prisoners pn board a bulk^ and 
onehor them in the bay. 

It appears these pnovements dnrmed General Picton, 
for be waited next morning on the Colonel, and oomp 
plained of his attending the meetings of the cabildo, 
as he himself had never done it, but on extraordi- 
nary occasions. He also found fault with the Colo- 
nel's visiting the jail, which> he insinuated, conveyed an 
impression of its being neglected, and the prisoners 
treated ill during his government. On the first point 
the Colonel answered, that as General Picton had long 
been acquainted with the local circumstances of the 
island, he might not judge it necessary to attend the 
eabildo, but it was indispensable for the Colonel, by per- 
sonal observations, and transactions^ to enable him to re* 

Dd 
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port on the judicial proceedings of the colony ; and that 
he should continue to attend the cabildo every Monday. 
W^ith regard to the next pointy the Colonel assured the 
General it was absolutely necessary to have a new jail, 
and to arrange the condition of the prisoners on a better 
footing. With all this, the Colonel expressed how much 
he approved of the measure of stating distinctly, and at 
opcc to himself, aqy circt^ostance which gave him dis- 
satisfaction. ^ 

You will observe from this, how very solicitous Gene- 
ral Picton was to restrain Colonel FuUarton from acquir- 
ing any knowledge of the local situation of the govern- 
ment, and of keeping him in ignorance of all retrospect: — 
But these things were not to be managed so easily, — the 
Colonel was not to be duped into a blind obedience of 
Governor Picton's Macfatavalian system of governing; 
and he could not, after so many weeks residcm^e in th^ 
ccdony, but observe that General Picton was de6eieiit 
bofh in civil as well as ipilttary matters, evep thou^ his 
panders constandy trumpeted his fitlladous exploits. 
They made many credulous people believe that qo oflicejr 
was more highly distinguished for bravery, 8cc.;— bow- 
ever, (his is not the case;^^-it is necessary I should stat^ 
truth, aldiough tjiey make &lsehQod serv^ tbem l)ette]:. 
The only thing I fiijd that merits, notice in this w^y, i? 
the several detached excursions to the neighbouring ter- 
ritory (related by himself) to carry off cattle frpm th^ 
inoffensive inhabitants ; the proceeds he has applied tp 
his own emolument:, so that, from his own confession, 
we may saiEbly call him a marauding Genera). 

Nothing has occurred worthy of police since the ar- 
rival of the first commissioner, till Saturday, the 12tb of 
, -February, except General Picton's attempt to deprive an 
inoffensive printer, of the name of Hargrave, of his 
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licence^ because he poblished a single advertisement on 
tlie subject of a meeting proposed by the first merchant 
in Trinidad, Mr. Rigby^ to consider of a proper applica- 
tion respecting British laws. The first commissioner re-* 
siiited this act oi inhumanity in depriving the poor man 
of the only means of livelihood ; and more especially as 
the advertisement did not contain any thing that even 
required censure. This point was given up^ but General 
Picton disgorged his rancour furiously against Mr. Rigby 
and the. other merchants, for presuming to hold such a 
meeting $ and therefore they desisted till matters were 
more clearly understood. 

About nine o'clock on Saturday the 12th February^ 
Mr. Woodyear» the pjublic secretary, called on the first 
commissioner, who stated his objections to the admission 
into this colony of any Frenchmen who had been ordered 
during the war out of this Island, Grenada, Martinique,^ 
or Guadaloupe, and that he had invariably resisted all 
applications to that effect, except in the case of Madame 
Duval, to whom he gave permission to remain for a week 
to settl/e some urgent matters of property, and that she 
had arrived that morning. The first commissioner, there- 
fore, ordered Mr; Woodyear to inform Brigadier-General 
Picton of the circumstance. 

After Madame Duval had an interview with the first 
commissioner, she waited on the second, who saluted her 
with his accustomed abusive torrent of Billingsgate; 
He ordered her to re^mbark immediately, and to quit 
the colony, committing her at the same time to the 
charge of an algiiazil> or constable. About three o'clock 
the alguazil conducted Madame Duval to the first com- 
missioner, in consequence of an order she produced, 
signed by him, which granted permission to remain cm 
the Island for a week to settle some i'amily nflaira. 'J1uj 
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first commissioner released her^ and seht Mr. Burke, his- 
secretary, to Mr. Woodyear with the order Brigadier-^ 
General Picton had^given the alguazil, that Mr; Wood-- 
year would see there was something mysterious in the 
pocteedings, either wiHiilly or otherwise, and desiring 
him to explain the matter immediately to the Brigadier. 
What passed hetween the Brigadier and the Secretary, 
Ihave not been able to' learn ; however, it is of no con- 
, sequence, as the worthies became now closely leagued 
together, to commence hostilities against the first com^ 
missioner, because he would not be led into their vile 
measures of oppression. About eight o'clock in the 
evening, while Mrs. Fullarton, Hon. Miss M^Kay, Messrs.^ 
Hill, Burk, Vint, Christie, (gentlemen attached to the 
^Commissioner), and three Spanish gentlemen, were sitting 
at tea, the Brigadier entered the drawing-room, and de- 
sired to speak to Colonel' Fullarton, who received him 
with his usual politeness, and conducted him to the mi- 
rador, which makes a- part of the same room in which the 
company were sitting. On- a sudden they were surpri^ 
at the Brigadier's lofty expressions, at the same time 
striking the rails with violence, he complained, in voci- 
ferous and menacing language, of the Colonel's conduct 
in giving Madame Duval permission to stay inthe colony 
for a week; and that he (the Brigadiery acted in conse-^ 
q^ence of a communication he had with the public Secre- 
tary. If he did act so, it is evident that the Brigadier 
and the Secretary meant thus^to declare openly against 
the Colonel, and to consider him a mere cypher; hue 
these ends were not to be gained with such ease and 
facility as they fondly imagined ; they were totally igno- 
rant of the firm and decided character they had to deal 
with. It now became obvious that a combination was 
entered into between the Brigadier, his adherents, and 
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the hypocritical Secretarjr> intended either to compel the^ 
Colonel to act as they dictated^or to degrade and insult him 
openly. Immediately after this boisterous display oi' the 
Brigadier's talents, the Colonel sent for Mr. Woodyear^ 
who refused to attend that evening, probably, until he 
c6nsulted the Brigadier. Next morning, however, he* 
attended, when he really appeated in a degrading situa* 
tion, by confessing, in a written declaration, that he had 
misrepresented the case of Madame Duval to the Briga- 
die. On Monday Mrs. Fullarton received the following 
note from the Brigadier: 

'*' Brigadier^Grtneral Picton hopes Mrs. Fullarton mil 
do him tht justice of believing that nothing could bcfur- 
therfrom his intention than offering her any offence, bif 
the high tone of voice he employed the other evening. 
When he began the difcussirin, he entirely ceased to recollect 
that Mrs. Fullarton and the family were within hearing. 
He trusts he shall nevef have the mirfortune of incurring 
a similar suspicion. 

Part of Spain, 
Uth February, 1803. 

In the beginning of civilization ; I mean, when mea 
Segan to emerge from ignorance, barbarity, and super- 
stition, they gradually devised and framed laws (or more 
properly speaking) rules of politeness and civility, with 
the sole view of rendering themselves more agreeable to 
one another, and by that means cement and strengthen 
the bonds of friendly, social, and neighbourly intercourse 
in society. Strictly adhering to these rules, nothing 
characterizes a man so much, or makes him more amiable 
in the eyes of the world, than a virtuous, polished, re- 
fined, and agreeable deportment of manner and beha- 
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viour> more especially, if he happens to be a man of 
power and consequence: — and certainly politeness, good 
actions, together with humanity and benevolence, never 
fail of gaining one a distinguished reputation among 
mankind, in spite of the shafts of calumny; for polite* 
ness not only gains the heart, but adds infinite lustre to 
the possessor, whatever rank or denominatioja he may 
bear in life. 

On the other hand, let a man be ever so powerful^ 
rich, learned^ and handsome, without politeness (I mean 
not the politeness, common to fops and puppies), to bis 
superiors, equals, and inferiors, he never will be esteemed, 
loved, or sought after in society, and wijdi the generality 
of mankind he will ever be despised ; therefore, as this 
accomplishment is so very requisite to every person^ 
how contemptible, and truly despicable must a man ap- 
pear in the degraded light Governor Picton did in this 
instance before thes^ ladies. But politeness is with him 
an unnecessary incumbrance, and instead of acting so as 
to gain esteem and affectioti, he has studied to repdei? 
himself execrable and obnoxious, by his haughtiness, 
imperiousness, vain deportment, ill-nature, and malice^ 
Picton takes great delight in being the diabolical instru- 
ment of forming, breeding, creating, and cementing dis- 
putes, discords, and dissentions among those under his 
command, — ^he enjoys, above all things, being insti-u 
mental in disturbing the peace and tranquillity of those 
who do not approve of his craelties,-t-he glories in ra^ 
pine, plunder^ and oppression, and piques himself on his 
tyranny and power ov^r those who have the misfortune 
of being placed under his influence and powery — he isr 
slanderous and deceitful in a siiperlative degrse, over- 
bearing, proud, vain, and ambitious, — he has, in all in- 
stances,, rendei:ed himself disagreeable and disgusting ia 
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the execution of his office ; and^ for six years pastj con« 
sidered Trinidad a forest^ and its inhabitants his gwaiey^ 
in shorty Picton is a declared foe to virtue^ as also to 
every accomplishment that can render a roan truly 
amiable and desirable to society,— I find him despised^ 
abominated, hated, and detested by every independent 
man in the colony. 

Having thus dissected him, what a difference there is 
between his character and that of the virtuous and ac« 
complished gentleman who is placed at the head of the 
Commission ! who is, indeed, esteemed, loved, and caress- 
ed by all who have the happiness of his friendship and 
acquaintance. Colonel Fullarton was received, on his 
arrival, with heartfelt Joy and open arms, and continues 
to be the idol of every honest man^ because he endears 
himself to fill ranks and denominations of persons, by his 
politeness, attention, afiubiUty, good-wiil,and disinterest- 
ednes8> — he, instead of oppressing, does all in his power 
to diffuse happiness, and delights in doing good and vii:- 
tuous actions worthy of the benign Sovereign of Britain,--^ 
whenever he appears abroad, the hearts of those who 
had been fbrmerly oppressed, exult with unfeigned joy, 
and. the soft tear of gladness rolls down their ^glowing 
checks, — they bless their Sovereign for his beneficence in 
giving them this exalted man to govern the distracted 
Colony, — he is generous and liberal, kind, affectionate, 
and friendly, faithful to his engagements, promises, and 
appointments, — ^be is also a man of honor and integrity,—- 
and, in short, is possessed of every requisite and engag- 
ing qualification that can give a man a virtuous and dig- 
nified character. 

How di^erent is Colonel Fullarton from the Ex- 
Governor Picton! — While the latter is detested by all, 
except his panders, the former is loved^ esteemed, caress- 
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ed^iidimred^ spoken well of by all, and dear to all except 
the panders of the latter. Btti what iaestimable title&J — 
What, glorious names !r— How worthy and deserving 
must Colonel £uIlartoa appear to the world! — ^And how 
amiable mast he really be to merit such a shining charao 
terl-^^-How miserable and contemptible General Picton 
appears, when compared to Colonel Fullartoii! — ^And 
what a glorious victory virtue obtains here over tyranny 
and brutality ! — How this picture ought to spur and insti? 
gate us to act justly. and disinterestedly, and, in a word^ 
to study the paths of virtue, politeness, and every other 
accomplishment and quaUfication that can give a mail 
felf-couacientious satisfactioa, and make him universally 
cherished and respected by his fellow-creatures. 

When a man acts the part ok' Djezzar in all inlstaacei 
in governing a considerable portion of free people, bcr 
sides creating himself a great number of enemies, hovf 
uncomfortable.and uneasy he oiust perpetually appear in 
his own eye8?~^He mi;»t be inwardly, topoaented, for 
there a monitor is placed that cannot be silenced. In 
this state, life is not worth enjoying, if torments are con^ 
(tantly gnawing him within, and the finger of scorn is 
for ever pointing at bimrwhen he.\valks abroad, he lives 
only to be execrated by himself and others, which sel- 
dom or never fails to be the case, when one acts contrary 
to the. statutes of God, as well as those established by 
man. 

Picton is hated by all, and loved by none! — What a 
terrible and afflicting idea this must be to him, 4f he i^ 
possessed of ajjy feeling or sensibility! — How torturing 
must his situation be to himself, if he reflects but for a 
moment on the opinion the world entertains of him!— 
A man like Picton, possessed of power, with such a cha- 
racter, might maintain himself for a short time, by fraud. 
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diisibiulation^ and deceit^ in the good gmoes of such a 
man as Cothmodore Hood', but I affirm^ that it ia utterly 
impossible he dould long enjoy the confidence of any 
^man of 8ense> ][Aenetratiou^ or reflexitioii ; therefore you 
need hot wonder at hit ! abominabliQ conduct ;to«rard6 
Colonel FuUartoii' on this ocbiision. 

On Monday, the 14th pf February, a special coiincil 
was held, when tl^ Bi^gadier was, if possible^ more 
violently enraged. Colonel Fullarton submitted the 
frtate of the pritota, and read the list he received from 
William Payne> the executioner. On his reading these 
papers; the members earnestly and 'unatiitnouftly urged a 
veconbiliation* Colonel FuUntton assente^, rather than 
expose himself to injurious imputations of an imrelent* 
ing character, if he resisted the united importuniries of 
the council, which they stated was urged for the welfare 
of the colony ; and a reconciliation therefore took place. 
But to shew you the diabolical jnanoeuvres of the party, 
it is necessary to state, that Mr. Unwin,cierk of the coun- 
cil, destroyed all the popers. presented by the Colonel 
on the subject of this .moat disgraceful business. Very 
fortunately for thib caude, the papers were sigoed in du* 
plicate, consequently were preserved from the devouring 
grasp of tlie malignant partis^ans of despotism. 

Although the first and second copamissioners were 
thus reconciled, it became a mattjeifof iiet:es9ity,'fov thie 
public service, to suspend Mr. Wopdyear fi^m jexecuting 
any functions connected with the office of public tecre* 
tary to the commission. Accordingly, the first commis- 
sioner made a motion to that/e&ct on the 17th, after 
depicting the cause which Lid to the necessity of. this 
measure, namely, .mis^^tjitem^nl, omission, or neglect of 
public duty on the part of Mr. Woodyear, on a subject 
jof great dQlicary>. and materially affecting not only the 
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cbsracter and esikiiatkm of die parlies caoc^rned^ but 
the irdbxt and secnr^ 6f the c6lony at large. Thfe 
motita dearly lOEpieiled these circomrtanc^ as weB m 
that his sahiry dmild be conttnned until the pleasmeof 
ti» Mlj^sty's ndaMen shtald be known* Br^iife^- 
General Picton opposed dds motibn m rery ttrbng termii^ 
and even aitefed a proliesi npon the Ihuiatsft, althongh 
Coiand Fnlhortdh slated, on the iQih, that the ^^matt 
of Mr. Woodyear was the only ground cm >^faicb he 
agre^ to the leccAiciliatioa prc^posed ao strenu6ady by 
the boandl: and A6w> in answer to the Brigadier's ob- 
jections, tiie Colond tatd, howev^ mneb he was incUneil 
to ^a^fiee persomd fedings to pnblic d0ty>^ll tbaf^ 
w^re bounds to this alao. After the Yibfent outrage of- 
fered to himsi^, i% the Iscte of the colony, by the Briga* 
.dter, it was impossible fer him, coasiisteiit with his own 
eharaeter, to agree to a reconciliation, but upon the plea 
originally brought forwlnrd by the Brigadier, narA^y, 
that Mt. Wooifyear beA not Aiade the colUAnunication as 
dh^ct^ by ColM^l FttUarton> on the ^ubjeiet of Madaaie 
DuVal, and lli^efore it bteaa»e nedsssiary, if Brigadier* 
Generikl i^eton's eonduct was e»:usable oi the grbund 
of Mr. Wobdyear's failure in point of daty, lie sho^ be 
held puUicly respbnsil^ fot the impropriety on the part 
^tiieBlrigadle^, and tbis aldne c6u)d beiefikcted by his 
isuspehsiR^ Thisdisgi^aeeful anBct^m, Woodyear> wais, 
tpoWevei^ ausptiided, and G. A«kteriey, Esq. a yotng 
gendc^an of abiK^ies, lirba^ity, and iaAexible integrity, 
was appointedy biit no ^formal repetition oi dxe rapture 
ensued ; on ihe ec^tiiary, tftfe Bi^adter coHnmiDioated, 
trough ttoe mediiitn ^f his zealous friend, Gloster, bis 
readiness to condnel tb^ public business in an amicable 
Hianner* 

BdKi»re I conclude this hnportant rdation, it is neces- 
i^stry to add, that from the mode in which the affair of 
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Madame Duval was conducted on the )iart of tlift Brigan 
dier and Mr* Woodjear, Colooel SuUartoti deemed it 
euential for the public Bervicei thai a certifaed itatenent 
should he produced of all the criminal proceediiigs vhioh 
had taken phute since ^e conquest of the island, spediy« 
ing» in a list, every iodi?idual of whatever country, co* 
lour, or condition, who had been impikoned, faanished, 
ipttered, flogged, mutilated, tortused to eictort confisssion^' 
hanged, burnt, or othef trise punished, with the dates of 
their respective commitm6pts,«tri^, sentences, periods 
of their confinement, punishments, and of all those who 
had died in prison^ in order that he might ki|ow the indi- 
viduals who had incurred ^e Brigadi^ displeasure, 
and the grounds on which they were considered as dan- 
gerous to the Settlement^ This list was arranged so dis» 
tinctly, formally, and in such specific terms, that it paralis^ 
ed the minds of the juntOj, whoj with their chief, were in 
full possession of the military power^ aqd were determine 
ed to reiider Colonel f'uUarton's situatjm at the head of 
the civil government|at oncecontemptibleand inefficient; 
and therefcNre the list thus moved for, was to check the 
violence witl| which the Brigadier sef mf4 determinec| 
to overcome him. 

You must know, Sir, that by his Majesty's instruc'* 
tions, the Colonel was precluded either from retumingx 
. to Europe^ or^ in the capacity of first qommisnoner, of 
making use of thos^ ordinary means (between gentlepaen) 
of repressing the outrage with which he was assailed ; 
therefor^ his ov^n energies were the only means left to 
rescue him from circumstances so degrading. The se* 
quel justified the conduct of the Colonel : for this deci* 
sive measure alarmed them, and gave a turn to their mis<r 
taken views of the mad, whom th^y considered so hum? 
ble and mild in his ten^per. Hence the^ foolishly 
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isiagiiied^ that if the Brigadier let loose the reins o£ his 
opposite qualification of Tioledce and outrage^ the Colo- 
n:el would be forced to sanction and continue the san* 
giiinaxy system of terror and sieverity, cruelty, and hor* 
ror, withpiit any regard bejng paid to the foitos of Spa^ 
nish or of English law. Matters stood in this situation 
Mfhen lieutenant-General Grinfield, and the third c(nxi- 
inissioner> Commodore Hood, arrived : but in the interim^ 
I shall take the liberty of closing this letter, which the 
importance of the subjed made its diffitseness unavoid^ 
abfe. 
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^cene at the Mofe — Lieutenant-General Griiffield <md 
Commodore Hood received .with Military Honora-^ 
T/ie Awkwardness of the Troops, and the Embarrass^ 
ment of Brigadier-Gtncral Picton — The Commodore 
prejudiced against the lirst Cotnmissioner — His Dream, 
and Cqnduct unaceountable— Military Aid denied the 
Civil Power^-^^hnel EuUarton's Statement to the 
Commissioners — Brigadier^General Picton* s DetermS" 

. nation to persist in forcing Cohnel Fuliarton to concur 
in sanguinary Measuresr-^The Cotnmadore's Conduct- 
on ihis Occasionr^The Brigadie/s Intention to destroy * 
the Criminal Records, but frustrated by Colonel FuU\ 
lartoH, who gains possession of tlum — Proceedings on 
this Occasion — Colonel Fuliarton embarks on Board 
the Schooner Start, Sfc. 



Ilead-Qstrttrii Pvcxto di Eipamai Mmb tZo$. 
, PEAR SIR, 

On the 22d ultimo, I went to the Mole 
to see lieutenant-General Grinfield and Commodore 
Hood land, where I found the Brigadier surrounded by 
a pos96 of his adherents, who, I suspected, were displeased 
at the Coloriers conduct in going on board to congratulate 
them on their arrival. In ttiis I was confirmed when they 
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landed^ for the Brigadier dius ironically insulted Sir 
James Bontein^ wfa« attended the Colonel on board:—- 
^ / hope your ExceUtmy hoi arrived in good kea&h; I 
beg leave to congratulate you on your landing srfefy iii 
Trinidad T Sir James expressed his surprise at this ad- 
dress ; when the Brig^ier aoiweredj that he understood 
Sir James had been appointed a commissions; and 
after a display of his hs^itual abuse^ he charged the 
Colonel with having sinister views in visiting General 
Grinfield and the CominodoFe. %r James asserted pori* 
tivdy that not a single word had been used on board 
respecting any business; but still the outiageous Briga- 
dier defied hira^ as a gentleman^ to ujdiold his position. 
To complete this scene^ the discarded Secretary stept 
ilnrward to assure Sir James that he would not apply to 
him to be reinstated. From the Mole^ I followed the 
Commander-in-Chief and his Tetinue> 8io. tp the place 
f where they were received by ^e Brigadier and the gar- 
rison with military honors. But although \ was m«eh 
surprised before at what I heard^ I was now partioukriy 
so at what t saw. The common cerenu>py of present- 
ing arms was ill pcrfiirmed^ and^ instead of gcmig 
through their ceremonial evolutiQiii^ with pseeision; they 
bore an assimilation to the untutored militia of Vota 
Scotia, which must have convinced Lieutenant-General 
Gfinfield that ^y had hefm mpdi neglected. The 
Brigadier gave a word of command^ which th^ tropps 
obeyed by reversing it ; some faced one way, and some 
apot|)er, TJic GeneriJ, with w angry cgc^tf nance, said 
sopiething/ ofid the Brisa4ier ^e^m^ exXiq^mf^f exxibfiXr 
ras^ed^ whix?h w^» in ^ probat)iUf;y^ heigbtcjned by l;be 
l^ui p^^? of laughter froip the adjftq^t jgalterie?, ift4i- 
catiBg^eitber pi^y or c^nt^wpt. Tb^ Bwg^Mr^ hpwev^^ 
sqoo r)ej:pver©tj[ ^ffl^ejlf by riding i«P wd dp^w f|ip rwks 



abtiring the ofiieertk B^mA dnys ^eltet, I ii^eht tb see 
ih«m all i^viewed, and li^g dose to GiHier^ Grihfield> 
I h^ard him exclaim:''^ 1>-^ fMf 6^-^-^/ tkeU tYd^ 
are a dugr&t$ to ihe $i^ietr*^-irdt0 fetntits timtld katit 
^nc it bittttf* Indej^ehdehfof these particuki^^ the 
Geaeral coilstimtly she^ired hh displeasure trh the {mt^de, 
hy reprobatfaig vocii^roasly their neglected state dTdis- 
ciplite. 

It is posftfvely asi9erteA that the sanguinary panj, 
when they found they could hik Corrupt the Cokmd'i 
hitegrity> iioi: bend hb mind to relish human sacrifices, 
assailed the Commodore, Mrhiht he remained at Bar- 
^does, with such misre|>i«sehtations as would at any 
time lead a puerile mind astray. The grand object they 
wished to attain, was to separate the first and third com^ 
ibissioners, by interrupting the cordiality that subsisted 
between them, which Would ultimately rescind the com« 
mission, and thereby ve&t the whole power 'again in the 
bands of the Brigadier. That the Commodore's mintil 
was strongly tinctured with the poison which had been 
administered, became visible by the mfiuence it had in 
regulatmg his Subsequent condnet. Havihg dreamt that 
the iffst commissioner and himself had been sent to 
innidad to screen, or to adopt the measures of the for- 
mer Governor, who acted the bloody Moloch, and de- 
lighted in human sacrifice,-^an oppressive and arbitrary 
tyrant,, blind to the charms of^virtue,-^eaf to the tom*- 
plaints of truth,*-^rank without remorse the tear of the 
lifflicted,--'«nd itavariably poisoned the cup of distress to 
embitter the draught: — it was, therefore, under the in- 
4oenoe of .this dream that he conceived Colonel Fullar- 
ton's condttct improper, who> being m the confidence of 
Goveinntent, ou^t not to pry into the former turpitude 
of the Brigadier, or bring forward any charges agaiust 
him. 



The coa4u^k.of the Coiniiipdere jfrom bis fif$tarrivaft> 
is altogether unaccQuntable> though apparently civilyatid 
iQcluied to keepixin antiin^ite habits witJ^ CQlodel Fullar^ 
ton^ family, yet on alimatter? of h^sine^s^ be displayed 
a rudeness, tliat betrayed iiissatisfaiction, while the G:»lo^ 
nel omitted no one, mark .of cpriJiaUty bod attention. * ^ 

Before tlie Comn^odqrei arrived. Colonel FuUartoo', 
anxious to make arrangements for the accommodation 
of bis family, hired t^e bc^t bouse that yr$» to be found 
in the town for that pm*pose; it ^is qpt oply commodious*^ 
but very pleasantjjr situat^^ l>avipg .^finfe yiew of th^ 
Guff' of Patiuj and the shipping. The first day he tool^ 
possession of it^ the Colonel sent. Mr. VixU, ^ young ^en^ 
tleman belonging to the ^ecrietary's office, to inquire if 
tliere was anything the Cpmpipdore wanted, in whicb 
be or his people could assist. Jpstead of evincing any 
^lisfaction at the pains bestowed to make his situation 
as comfortable as po$»$ible, b^^ inveighed against his boose 
being hired without consulting hin^, and. declarf^ be 
would nqt sanction the proceeding. This circum^tanoe 
proves that he was either destitute of tlie common rules 
of politeness, or w^s prejudiced against Colonel FuUaxr 
ton. I suspect the latter^ though totally ign95ant of the 
Commodore's qualification*. ,^ 

Colonel Fullarton, in.order to counteract . tjxq ^fv 
gadier's scheme^ was determined not to^ giye :liiini 
an opportunity of introducing alienation, therefore, 
resolved tOwagree to eveiy ajrangeoent, .th^iit might 
be prop9s^<4 hy the (j)ommpdore^ when ^tJ^^ 

* Before Colonel Fullarton aa-Hved, Brigadier-General Picton phi* 
vided the very worst* house m Port of i^ttia for his reception- It 
was situated, in the most unhealthy ^shuatippy and had a worse ap-* 
pearance thgn the BaswJle|,in which I was afterwards confined. * 
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lime at the Secretary's office^ that secret meetings .were 
held at the Brigadier's house ; where the Commodore 
went to consult previous to the Colonel's joining Uie 
commission. 

In this stage of theise discordant proceeding^j it may 
not be unnecessary to record two instances that have oc* 
curred in denying the civil power the aid of the mili- 
tary, by. orders of the Brigadier. The first was on the 
\ 7 th of last month. Between the hours of ten and eleven 
o'clock p. m. the patrole of alguazils seized a negro- 
slave in the sentinel-box^ on the Mole^ sleeping on the 
knapsackj blanket, and ^^t-coat of a soldier of the 37th 
regiment. They also stopt at the same place^ three mea 
in sailor's jackets, who appeared to be guarding a canoe ; 
but a^ the patrole was already encumbei:ed with the ne- 
gro and his baggage, M. Mortez, the deputy alguazil 
mayor> applied to the j^juard at the Fort (there was no 
f:entinel at the Mole), for assistance, and was refused ; 
therefore tbe sailors of .course were allowed to escape. 
Mr. Adderley reported this transaction the following 
day, in a letter addressed to the first commissioner. The 
next instance is reported by J. I^. $ifnili, Esq., in a letter 
on or about the 10th Inst, likewise addressed to the first 
commissioner. Mr. Smith b an 4i^alde dc Barrio, a 
a justice of the street; and it appears he was refused mili- 
tary aid, by an officer of the 37>h regiment then on duty, 
to arrest some sailors who were attcmjpjting to bresUc open 
a store. The Brigadier was^ absent at the time, having 
acoompanied General Grinfietd.to Chqguaramos, but, 
before he went away, he had- directed that no military 
aid should be granted, imless by an order from hims.elf. , 

On the 12th Inst. Colonel Fullarton took an opp^rr- 
tunity of stating to the commis9ioners, ^' that he ha^ 
learned th^ cabildo ha^, in the course of the preceding 
' Ff 
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week, held extraordinarj'or secret meetingsi^ with a view 
of bringing forward a remonstr&uce concerning himself* 
That he had fblt it his duty to attend the weekly dieetingft 
of the cabildo every Monday, and whenever it was ne^ 
^d^ry would continue his attendatice. On Monday 
Ia^\ he proposed to the meeting a number of queries^ 
the avowed object of which was, to remove impression^ 
industriously circulated, and to ascertain how fer thse 
cabildo, and the judicial ^uthotitiies of the Islani^,, con- 
curred with him in the first principles, on whrclf'thi^ 
security of persons must oep^nfd in dvili^ed society^ 

*^ ile had the satisfaction to find thftit the members of 
the cabildo verbally mid unanirnoosly answered the 
iq[ueries, which concurf<^d wit^his owh opinion, e^c^pt on. 
"two points, on whidh thejr promised in opinion ia diMaiL 

^' iHavihg r^cfeivbA A written docuinettt from the cabiMoy 
iri which sonie of the aridWfers are eipi^essied in different . 
terms from whkt he before understood them, he therefore 
laM before the commi^ion that paper, with the (jueriei 
to which it refers.*" 

The Colonel thett^moved Aat these pctpei^ be entered 
on the minutes bf the eoundl, and transmitted to Eng^ 
lahd, with such fnrther information as might Occur, to en* 
able his Majesty's ministersto pronounce upon the merits 
of the case. 

The tolonel alsa produced a copy of a letter he had 
'written to the attorney-general, Gloster, an^ that gen- 
tleman's answer, in oVder that both should be entered 
on the minutes of the council, so that the Brigadier 
might av^i himselfof the full benefit of Gloster's Opinion^ 
taken by his desire, with a view that if the subject shafl 
appear to hot A Hobart ih the samelight so e^^pfesi^d by 
<51oster, his Lordship may be pleased to direct the terms 
in which Colonel Fuilartoxi should apologise to Brigadier 
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General Pictoii» for having moved in council fpr a 
statement of the judicial proceedings, as well as for a list 
of persons who hiid suffered the punishments specified in 
a paper put into bis hands by the executioner. 

Colonel Fwllarton has been accused of arrogating and 
usurping to himself powers which belong oiily to th^ 
three commissioners <:ollectiveIy, His having visited the 
pris6n with the menabers of the cabildo, and the proper 
officers, has been adduced in proof of this accusation, 
although one of the commissioners was absent on service; 
the other had been long acquainted with every local cir- 
cumstance; and the Spaai&U laws required that the pri- 
sons should be visited every week, or at least frequently^ 
by those who execute the duties or government. 

Colonel Fullarton has further been accused of inter- 
fering with the alcades, or judges and commandants of 
quarters, 1st. Pecausc he signified to the pravost*mar- 
tial, that by the laws of Englaud, the regulations of this 
Island, ex^qcpt ifi some instances, where it has been held 
suffident to scud the charge witliin twenty-four hours, 
end, as he cgxwscives, by the law of God and Nature, it is 
required, that when au^' individtuil is sent to prison^ a 
apecificatipn of the o^ence should at the same time be 
transmitted, as the warrant of commitment.'* 2d» He- 
cause he also stated to the provost-martial, that when 
prisoners were confined in the jail, without any spccifica* 

* Spanish Act, &c. The jailor must keep a book, in which he 
niwt enter the names of the prisoners, of those who ordered them 
to he taken up, of those Avho executed the order, the cause, and the 
day; he must give an accouiu of the same to the judge; nor trust 
tHe Keys of the prison to Indians or Negroes, under the penalty of 
corporeal punishment, or of making good the damage, by his person 
or goodsi 

Recopilacionde Leys deIkoias, Law cth, Tic. 6th. Book 7th. 
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tion of an offence, and Without any accusation brought 
forward against them, there was not any law in England, 
nor in this Colony which, in his opinion, could justify 
their detention, especially in a prison so inadequate and 
noxious; — that to be confined in it, is a severe punish- 
ment for any, ordinary delinquency. 3d, Because he 
had merely directed that, whenever any slave or per- 
son was comniitted to prison, the fact should be reported 
to him as a member of the government, although by 
the Spanish law in this Island, no individual could be 
committed to prisoix at all, except by an order from the 
persons exercising the powers of government. 

It has likewise been imputed to Colonel Fullarton, as 
he conceives, in very unbecoming terms, in a letter 
addressed to the commissioners by the commandant of 
a quarter. Monsieur Noel, that the people of colour are 
excited to insurrection, because a mulatto, named Du- 
rand, who had been sent to prison on the 4th of Febru- 
ary, without any specification of a crime, was released on 
the 8th*. It appears that Mr. Noel, or his assistant, 
Mr. Colzier, sent a letter dated the 6th, which was re- 
ceived upon the 7th, explaining that Mr. Noel had not 
sent the specification of a crime along with the prisoner; 
Colonel Fullarton, however, had not read that letter, 
which was written unintelligibly, or in a bad hand. 

The other commissioners objected yesterday to Colo- 
nel FuUarton's suggestion of his writing any letter to the ' 
commandant of a quarter, or trenching on the collective 

* The order of En. Noel, Commandant of Carenage^ for imprison- 
ing Durand» a mulatto, without any crime being specified. 

II est ordonne a PAlguazil Pierre Quard de conduire a la Ceole^ U 
Mulattre Durandj pourj reiterjusqu^a nouvel ordre. 
(Sigaed) £n. Noel, 

Commandant. 



1 
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powers of the commissioners. ^'Although he by no means 
admits the position^ that he is precluded from corres* 
ponding with any person^ except in his collective caps* 
city as a commissioner^ yet he has abstained at present 
from corresponding with Mr. Noel. 

^^ As far as depends on him^ he is also desirous of ab- 
staining from that tone of contest in which the daily 
business of the commission, and the weekly business of 
the council, has of late been conducted. It can only 
tend to degrade the estimation of the commissioners, 
and to interrupt all the important objects for which the 
commission was appointed. 

'^ He feels it incumfeent upon him to prepare materials 
for a report, and to view in person different positions on 
the island. These duties will prevent him from a regular 
attendance on the daily meetings of the commission^ 
and on the weekly meetings of the council. 

'^ As often as he may thus be absent, the other commis^ 
sioners will, of course, perform the daily duties of the 
commission. He trusts, in their exertions, they will be 
more successful than he could hope to be under existing 
circumstances. 

'' At the same time, Ije will attend to the current pro- 
ceedings of the board ; he will be ready to express his 
ientiments on every material occasion ; and to bring for- 
ward every suggestion which ho conceives essential to 
promote the objects of the instructions which he has re- 
ceived from his Majesty's ministers. 

'' Colonel Fullarton has only to express, that in his opi^ 
nion, an apology ought to be made by the commissioners 
to General Grinfield, as commander-in-chief, for having 
omitted to request that he should see the militia corps 
under arms. But in the present state of the executive 
()uty in this Island; it hardly seems practicable that three 



Commi^i^iiQners could oopii^and pr manoeuvre thps^e corps 
io the field* At aU ^veate^ w this subject Cplp^l FnU 
hrton shall ta)(e the liberty^ in his individual capitcitjr^' 
Qf apologizing \Q Q/^n^vai CUrinfi^eld fpr the oi^ssioa ia 
question.** - 

Lteuteoant-General Grinfi^ld failed on Sunday, the 
)3th Instant ; but during the time he r^i^oiained, afikirs 
Wr*^ conducted ojx a footing of apparent civility, though 
^itJh obvioiis djistance and rei^tr^int on the pait of the 
^Brigadier, who ifi^er faile^ to briqg foffirard points 5^' 
^tercation. 

Op the 17th Instant, Brigjdier-GeneriJ Picton read 
f/n ^uncU a minute, setUi^ forth his detei^jnation to 
persist in forcing Coloael Fjullarfon either to concur in 
supporting th^ sanguinary system as hereto^re exercised^ 
or otherwise tp suffer ^uch insplex^o^, caluipny, and out- 
rage, as he vainly expected would over^vbelnci lum. Thi| . 
outrageous mmute revives the affair of Madf^e Duval, 
vhom, in his abusive ihsolence, \ie denominates an 
*' atrocious character,'* and *' notorjouf brigand.*" In 
this minute hp boasts of his owq hoijforaple frincipki% ^ 

^ A specimen ofPictoiCs Xfqi^file ju^nHpidJif-^A Spanish gemie* 
hUq having sold his plantadop to Colone} Pict9D, after receiving the # 
£rst iastalmenty was to be paid the remainder at fu^e specified -- 
periods. In confidence of this agreeAient, canduded id good 6ith 
wkh the Governor, the Spanish gentleman, in his tani, niapde a pin:^ *- 
diaseof another plantation, which snitod ]u9 hme^btir&p^ aftir^ 
man of colour, and settled to pay tim the money when he ik^^ 
nec^ive the price of l^is fonner plantation sold to Cplonel Pi^n. 
When this became due, the Spanish gentleman waited on the Gpwr 
nor to remind him of the transaction, who immediately referred bis 
cpeiitor to another person, with whom Colonel Picton had emersd . 
into some partnership rdative to the biefofe^^nentioned estatt. Xbis 
person, when applied to by the Spanish ^Dtkman as fiir^c^f p^ 
tfarely refiued to advaooe our &jthiog) ^yiaj^ be l)sd already ibid 
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toil rfccldfed ch^Araetd". Twb affidavits w^re also stitn 
fitted tJoiif^ iftriih thfe mmnte/the one fibm Mh Wood- 
J^€ar,thie dtscadrdfed ^ecTel&ty, wherein he "ptYjvrcs himseif, 
koA fl*e <^&^r from hi^ setvarit in confirmation. 
r€d6abi Fyiartdtt^olrdered the clefk of the cbnncil to 
ftiniifih hitfaivith t^cbpy of th^ Jferigadie/s imriute, that 
tef might mmcT It ^ It deserved. Wh^ the toancW 
Bitikttfj^i ht^ m^nti&h^^d'to Mr. Add^ky/^tid ihe othet 
gefiitJerffen <^into^li^d with iKe commission, that all res^ 
ttaihtiiai^ otjectiOiiVto rfeddvhig information no long€t 
e^ist^; Attcbrtling^i oppriessive cbmplaibta Solved in 
fjfem all dhf^ctidns ; dn^ two gentlemen^ who tiad been 
bred tdr^^«)ftfc5ton^<f'*thfe^hiw in EvglandyViieTe tip* 
p6]hteft*te tiake 'information ift 'legal forms, assisted by 
Mr* VargA8> ki assessor, bein^ a Spinish lawyer i>f e^-pe- 
tienceand khowledge. . 

fut a great deal of jnopey onthe |^tatio%,wubouLbaYing received 
a shilling from his partner, the Govemor. In the mean time, th^ 
nuurof colour became so pressing for the price of his plantatioh 
which the Spaniard had purchase^,' tliat lie was under the necessity 
. ^ again applying to Colonel Picton,' and stating, that his creditor 
w^ikl not have panence any longer^ and that he had no means of 
Satisfying itts demand until he should himself be payed by the Go- 
vernor. Cdonel l4ctoi» then asked the name 6f this man of colour ; 
and when informed, immediately exclaimed, " / Antm; him ivell; Ik 
is a rascal I' ifbepvts you anyfwrther troubkt send him to me, and I 
VfiH ianisb htm from the colony as a traitor or hn^andP The result 
of tfab transaction is stated to have been, that both the Spanish gen- 
tleman and the man of colour dS&d. without having received the pricfc 
of ^if pianti^ions; and that,-after the first instahnent, Colonel Pic- 
ton never paid a shilling for the first estate he acquired in Trinidad \ 
So much for honorable principles! 
VideColoQel FuUarton's Answer to Colonel Picton's. Pamphlet,^ 

|U44. 
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Oa die 24tb In3lant^ Clc^oiiel Fullartgn (in coimpU) 
submitted .|;iis answer to the Brigadier's outragepus 
Pdioute of .the 17 th. He lamented the mode in which 
the business of the commission and the council had been 
conducted, and entertained fittle e3;|)ectalion of aay be- 
nefit, resulting from any exertions on his pari; but, at 
the same time, felt it his duty to represent the serious 
evils to the Colony, and the disappointment to his Majes- 
ty's ministers, whiob muat- ynavoidahly arise from the 
opposite sentiments of the commissioners, as well as the 
interruption and counte^^tion^of all the leading obj|ects 
8pe<^ified in their ipj^ruGiions. After poiating out the^ 
leading evils which circumvented the CJolony, the Colo- 
pel moved that copies of their pr<>ceediBjj;fi^U>gether wit^ 
other documents, since the. ojpenin^ of ^th.e^ cojomi/ision^ 
be trancftnittedy b^. the first ppppj-tunity, to.the Right 
Hon. Lord Hobart. The Colonel produced also an able 
statement in vindication of his conduct in the cases of 
Madame Duval and Mr. Woodyear ; likewise took a 
retrospective view of tHeBrigadierVadiinistration, andf 
Ihe crimes alleged against him. '^ , 

'' Under these circumstances,'^ said the Colonel," ^^ the 
character of Brigadier General Pictoi^^and the national 
character of England, require that ^uch imputations, pre- 
valent as they undoubtiedly are,^ should not remaiP'Wit'h'' 
out an opportunity of refutation. -O . f 

'' As soon as General Pictori shall have cleared himself 
of those and similar charges, he v^ill have reason .to 
thank God for the occasion now afibrded him, of re- 
trieving his character from imputations, which, if proved, 
would far surpass the unjust and cruel acts committed by 
Judge Jefiries and Colonel Kirk, and would stand unex- 
ampled in any period of the British annals. 
*' This exculpation, however, cannot be effected, if the 
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•ystctti fta fottg bbmplained of be continued, of bamdiin^ 
Utom this Ishitid^ without anyfortn of trial, any person 
under the displeasure of Brigadier-General Picton, xA 
inspected of giving evidence against him. 

** Under thicse impressions. Colonel Fullarton moVed, 
that no person shall be henceforth banished from thifc 
Island, without a regiJar specification of the offence, 
followed 'by a judicial trial and condemnation, until the 
pleasui'e of his Majesty be known.** 

The Commodore having heard the heavy charges in 
«ivhich his friend was in^plicated, declar^d^ that he con* 
Bidered them as a libel on his Majest/s ministers! 

After the 24th, the Colonel had no interview whatever 
H¥ith the Brigadier or the Commodore, who are deter- 
mined to pursue the old systeni of terror. As no men- 
tion was made of taking copies of the criminal records, 
which were to be sent to England, agreeable to the Bri- 
gadier's motion of the I7th, but more with a view that 
they should be lost, rathcf than reach their destination; 
the Colonel directed Mr. De Castro, keeper of the Ar- 
chives, a regidor, and member of the cabildo, to shew 
Jiim, in the usual form, all the criminal processes, as he 
bad usually done to Brigadier-General Picton, and to 
ievery member of council. This was complied with on 
thq part of De Castro ; and while they were under the 
inspection of the Colonel, Mr. Beggorat applied for 
one, in which be wished to make some alteration. 
Finding ihey ^vere in Colonel Fullarton's possession, he 
stated the circumstance to the Brigadier, who, with the 
Commodore, formed themselves into an extraordinary 
meeting in council on the 28th, of which the Colonel 
had no notice. Mr. De Castro was ordered before them 
to insult and abuse him, for having given the Colonel ac- 
cess to tlie Archives. Having de|^rivcd him of his office, 
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he was ^t {nrisoner^ ^dor charge of Mc. Jq^ge Slad^ 
a member of coimcil. Surely these .extraordinary pro- 
ceedings are not only illegal, but carried nullity on tl>p 
face of theni; and certainly. contrarj'.to bis Majesly's ia* 
stiKctiop^ wbicb> in this instance, they tbooght proper 
}o trample upon, like a piece of waste ps^r. 

De Castro's ^est was communicated to tlie Colonel 
while he was sitting at taUe with a large company:. 
Being in full uniibrm, of coorse had on a sword. Taking 
a i^c, which \ic usually carried, he went about six 
oclock in t)ie evening, to Mr. Black's house, attende^ 
by Messrs. Mackenzie^ Hill, and Vint, wb^ie he sa\5r 
JVlessr^. Black and St. Pe^ wijdi Mr. De Castro sitting 
beside thcpit Colonel FuUarton inquired of AJr. Dp 
Castro if he was under coi^ement. He answ^ed io 
the affirmative, and that Mr. Black had taken charge 
of him- Colonel Fnilarton then asked Mr. Black whe- 
tlier as alcalde of counsellor? Black replied, that as 
Mr. Dc Castro was a regidor, it was not proper he should 
PC sent to prison, and that he had taken charge of him 
fit the desire of the counciL 

Colonel Tullarton then stated it was a serious business^ 
involving questions of felony, which, in tbe^r cpn^- 
quences, might lead ultimately to the gallows ; all per« 
sons should therefore be careful how they acted, but 
more particularly the Judges Black and St. Pe. He 
dso insisted, that if ;^I^. De Castro had refused the 
pa|)ers, he would have been guilty of a breach of duty: 
and that in consequence of the arrest and imprisonment 
of this gentleman, a report had gone abroad among tlie 
Spaniards and others, that any pereon thought capable 
of giving evidence against Brigadier-General Picton, 
would be confined and brought to punishment. Mn 
De Castro was accordingly released, and Colonel Fullar* 
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ton^ in order to prevent any inaulta from being offered 
to hinii af^ointed him a commissioner of population 
during the absence of Major Williamson, who had sailed 
for KngliMiid on the 20th with dispatches. 

His Majest/s instructions expressly requiring the firsts 
commissioner, to survey and report the lituation of ike 
Island, he, accordingly, on the (29th, embarked on board 
the government schooner. Start, accompanied by Messrs^ 
litM, Vatgra^, and Vint, in oitter to proceed on the daid 
survey. AHhbugH Colonel Fblhtrton officially coinrtiii- 
nicated his-intefnlions of proceeding on this Purvey as ftir 
blftcfc^ tile 12tk Instant, and repeated again on the 24th, 
Wbett Mibher tiifc two commissioners, nor the douncil ex- 
pressed th^ir disMQt or objections to his intended depar-r 
tare, yet the Cbqamodore d^Iaredy that he would el their 
take or sink tbe*ftchoolitri ifth^^y ventured to stir with- 
out the signatures of the two commissioners on the re- 
gister. 

•The junior meaben of this disgraceful tiiad not only 
reflise to sign their names, but resi$t every e(|^ <m the 
part of the owners and captain; and the amiable person 
p]^ed,at;th^jl)«ad. of the goyernment> ia $tiU= spitefully''^ 
4|Ktained on ^»i^fat$i«^ia ft^ll y^w of tlie wlv>lre C^ny^ *. . . 



raic\: 



^ 1fh\% Ijstter was concluded on the sisc, 
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JBrigadkr^-Gmeral Pieton*s J/mw-^^M^i fffifg^s, 
Cfiaracter vindicatcd^Colaafil F^ftm<tm*4^jCA¥f(^P^ 



ceed (^tlie^lat-liMtafit^ feccause the tufe^W^^Wekfounli^' 
thennQlv^ under ihe necessity of arranging matters with 
the Captain^ who,, it seems, entered a protest against 
them for detaining his, vessel ; therefore, ibigy thought 
it prudent to abstain from further hostilities. 

I am sorry that the Colonel is gone, for bis absence 
has occasioned a general gloom -y. and, I confe8S> my un-> 
easiness is great, for I am now completely within the ty-> 
rannic grasp of Santhonax and Polverel *. I am prepared 

* In the begbmng of the year 1793, Santhonax and Polverel, cele. 
^ra^d de9ptrafiU)cs, were the two commissioners who ruined St.Do^ 
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for t\^ wottt^ Md happy tk> e^Kdl^m with the poet oa 
tbU ocoafion >— 



/ 



** Yeiy I am proudy I roust be proud to a^ 
^ Mel^ not afraid of Ood, afraid of me;' V 

Early on the morning of tbq Ut Ismtaat, I Ibuod th# . 
following notice poat€;d in different pacts of the lawm 
which waai done with a view to quiet the minds of ^ 
snhi^hitantflj fortbe lois they susteined^ by the absence of 
the first commisBioner: 

" Port of Spain, March 31, 1805. 

** I HAVE' it in command from their Excellencies, Brigadier- 
General Picton and Commodore Hood, to acquaint the Briush Merw- 
cbantt of tkit Island, Aat the Commissioners have their interais 
under consideration, as well as the iotsrest of the British mbabitaoti 
in general* r 

" .^Signed) Archibald dLOsrsa, 

•* Attorney-General. 
• * « Tothelbrftbh'Merchants, 
^.tflftd I&habhants of she Island of TrktJadJ^ 

As I am not able at present to comprehend the mean« 
iQgi «f the abeve notice^ unless Mr. Oloater wishes that 
W^^shenld take, it for an Apfil hoax, I shall proceed, and 
le^tvet the solation of il to your own conjecture. 

\ Few men nieriied less pevsec^ition than John Dawson^ 
Esq. of Liverpool ; yet. Sir, he came in for a consid^ 

f»4^. After'geltiag quit of tKe'thmli they found themselves 
suppqiete^ by a desperate band of attjtiliarws, eomposed'ef some re- 
volted slgves, and yagabonda of all colours aod descriptions. Being 
absolute masters of the Colony, the lives, liberties, and properties of 
the white inhabiunts lay at their mercy. The dreadM scenes which ' 
w«ve ai that ttoiei. passing iatho mo^NCOvwtry, enabled these men 
to proMCute thein purposes, and gratify their viodktive and avaricious 
P i ws ioa i ». itf fh^ , nntir e w caatroaai^firom aay superior peai^r. 
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raUe share of oppression, calumny, «iid- tibuae. With - 
such acts, they made his situation, while he remained 
here, as uncomfortabje as possible. , 

A dispute liad fisted for some years bet)¥^n Mr, 
Dawson, and a Mr. Barry, of this Island, respecting 
s6me property which ^6 former claimed froql the latter, 
Mr. Barry, and a relation of the same name, went frona * 
Spain to London in the early part of the year*1797;— 
the former kept mcoo^. while the latter \vas dispatched 
to propose some terms to Mr. Da\N'Son, whb, finding that 
they were not consistent, referred the settlement of the 
business to his mercantile correspondent .in London, and 
his attornies, Messrs. W^, Dennet, and Greave«. IVf r^^ 
Barry was still incog, but his relative had -an interview 
with Mr. Dawson's correspondent, who was nbt able to 
reconcile the parties. Mr. Barry, and his friend, not 
being able to force their own jternjs on Mr. Dawson^i 
were abbut to retufn to Spain, when the former was -ar- 
rested, which necessarily detained him. mjEmgi^imd^ la 
the meantime, Tr/ni/^ji w^captured^MdMr^ I)aT(%ea^' 
having abandoned the action, came here and got posses- 
sipn of th^ property he claimed. Mr. Barry soon fol- 
lowed ; but in what manner be interested tiie Brigadier 
in his behalf, I have not been able to ascertain ccNrrectly^ 
it is enough to say, thjat Mr. Ikofson waaunlttfiiafteiyr 
ejected vi et afmis, immedbtdy after having prosaited 
the following memorial: . / 

^M'o his Exgellcfictf T^o^UL^ PipjON, ^^ Goveri^, 
oftkc kkmd of Trinidad euadAti Dqteudencks^^.'Ssc^ / • 

^ The Memorial of John Dawsoi;, of the said I^iaiod o£TnmJa4p 

TiiAT your M«iacniali8t» for maoy years, past, has horn 
ii^^lved iQ a suit at hw, opposed to Edward Barry, pf the said IsSaadr 
as to th^ leifal right oi yoor Mcnomlist id »xcctma^aiigar l^bummjt- 
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|CfJled;i9d known by.tl^ name of Oraf^e Graven and certahvbuildingl 
Jp the toyfti^Port <itSpq$ftf }n the said Island oiTrimMy all heror 
tofore legally transferrtd to your Men^rialist by the said Edward 
3su^» and now lA.the actual possession of your Memorialist. 

" That your Menaoriaiist has been informed of, and ajiewn^a dft« 
cree of his Majesty in Council, ordering tliat the parties sjiould, 
without loss of time, be; compelled to accede to a decree of tl)e Roy4 
Council of the Ii^dj^s at Madiid^ wliich ordained that your Memor 
ri^list should surrender to the said- Edward Barry, the possession ht 
pow bqlds c>f, and in tl)e ^id recitpd Su^ai* Plantation, CiJied Orangt 
firove» iind tlie said buildiqgs in J^art afS^aittfOn the terms an4 
under the conditions and stipulations containqd ip the said recited 
decree of tjie R^yal Coui^cil aforesaid, panigularly, as far as relates 
fx> the pre^fous security to be given to your Memorialist's s^^us&ctionf 
jdy the said ^ward Barry. 

** That your Memorialifft has held hio^sclf in cpnstant r^^^^ss^ 
^Ith becoming deference, to accede to the said order of his MiOesty 
in Council ; and, in so doing, has ^t ^U times and with all possible 
respect, awaited the period when the said orders should be duly and 
ftrictly parried into full efifect and execution. 

** That in consequence^ of the saic] order, witli the said prcviouf 
conditions, i^ot having yet been carried jnto effect and execution, 
your l^^^priajist has sufiered most severely in his interest, as well ia 
this Colony f^s in ^urope^ ipasmuch ^s, notwitlistanding . the yaiious 
valuable and extensive improvements added by your Memorialist to 
the said estate and buildings, your Memorialist, at this moment, en* 
joy^ no solid adyai^tages (rom any part of the said property, and» 
therefore, for the present, actually suficrs as deeply in his extensive 
concerns, both in this country and in Buropi^ as if the estate and 
buildings were actually in th« wuendttknal possession of the said £d« 
ward Barry, or as if your Memorialist had not the smallest right, 
title, or pretetice whatever to any part thereof. 

" That after having thui waited for thte execution of the aforesaid 
bl^iter, ahd suffering all the inconveniencies above stated, your Memo- 
rialist remains in the same state of uncertitude, and continues to de« 
rive no further advantages from the aforesaid valuable properties to 
this day; on the contrary, your Memorialist has been informed from 
your Excellency, as well as from one of the Judges of the Spanish 
Tribunal, that there is an order or decree at present about to be put 
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iti fbrc^, ^htrthyfottrMemori^ijfis to ffe^Uspttsseisei of the properdin 
iifbresaidi and the said pi^dp^es t)!aced in the hands of trustees ap* 
^dinted for that purpose by yotir Excdleftey. * 

<< Your Memorialist humbly presumes to ^ta^y ^bad he has trdt 
sten any decree or orckr of his Msyesty in Council, authorising such 
proceedings ; and feeling his right of complaining on the siAject of 
die abore grieTances ; knowing also that this cause has already beet) 
discussed before his Majesty in Council, and that, therefore, no infe- 
rior ponurr or ti^nmal can legally alter or pertert die true intentt 
spirit, or meaning of such degree, and, conrinced that if such a decree 
has been given, or exists^ diat the justice of your Excellency n^nojt 
f^ to execute that part of your dnty. 

** Your Memorialist therefore humMy pntys, that your Excel. 
lency would be pleased to order that the iatest deicree of his Miyesty 
in Council, touching the matter in dispute between your SifcmorMilisk 
»nd said Edward Barry, and authorising your Excellency unresenr- 
*(fly to dispossess your Memorialist of the aforesaid plantattonand 
builditigs, and to nominate one or more trustees for conductang vtA 
managing the s^d properties, without the concurrence, sanction^ e^ 
approbation of your Memorialist he produced, and sheMm forthwith 
to your Mfemorialist, in ordw* that he may testify his prompt acquies- 
tence with die orders of hls'Sovereign, by immediate, obedience, d* 
in justice to himself, his &mily, connections, and in support of tfao^ 
indefeasit^e rights, he knows he possesses as an Englishman^ be pr^ 
pared to resist any order or decree emanating from any inferiw tri*% 
bnnal. 
* *• And your Memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pay»,5tCiS:ic/^ 



ANSWER. 



^ /* 't'HE decree has been made, after full communication of th^ 
(different documents to the pardes concerned, and this Tribunal wil| 
fcnow how to enforce its execution, however prepared the parties 
^y \^ to 2;esist. 

'< (Signed) Thomas Pictom." 
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lliough tio than had a higher claim to an unblemished 
reputation than Mr. Dawson, yet I find lie was here In- 
sulted and calumniated by the vile junto, whose interest 
it is to ^\ttk^ their Chief in the performance of every 
sort of Vic6 : but v^hile their actions are handed down to 
posterity as a liionument 6f depravity, Mr. Dawson 
will as long be remembered in Liverpool for the noblest 
and strictest principles of honour, generosity, and the 
tenderest sentiments of benevolence and compassion. 

Since the Colonel's departure, the panders have been 
very active in calumniating his character. A miscreant 
of the naftieJ of Stephens, is very industrious. TThe rav- 
ings of this drunken blackguard are heard in every grog- 
shop ih town. I hope their Excellenciies do not encou- 
rage such professors : — if they do, let me tell them, that 
of all the base and corroding passions that infest the 
human mind, calumny and detraction, as being the most 
malignant aftd detestable, have the first claim to censure. 
The bosom, enveloped and polluted with tht snaky 
powefd of either, dan (feil ho pleasure, know no joy, but 
what arises from the miseries, distresses, and misfortunes 
of their fellow-creatures. I trust it does hot mortify 
them iVh^n (hey hear that the Colonel is admired and 
cafessied: — if it doed— ''Wretched," says Hutchinson, 
'' justly wretched must be that weak mind which admits 
envy aild deti^actioh for its ruling principles! All the be- 
hign influence of our blessed Saviour's example is lost 
. upon such unfortunate beings,— ^very generous propen- 
sity is checked by such vile cmd dangerous leaders.'^ 

Yesterday morning I visited a gentleman with whoni 
I have been upon intimate terms evei* since I arrived. 
I had not been above ten minutes in the house, when I 
was told that i>ne of the volunteers, who v\ras dressed in 
.the uniform of his corps, wanted to speak with me. He 

Hh 
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said Jifi was requested by some of the oflicers of his corpse— ^ 
to hi ing me before them J at Mr. Harrison's house, on. 
the bay. Being conscious of not having acted improper- 
ly, I was easily persuaded, to attend him. At Mr. Har-. - 
risons house I found himself, and Messrs. Fisher and. 
M^Namara, ,in full uniform, sitting round. a table, also. 
a number of specta^rs, who, it appears, were apprised, 
of my coming. fMp Harrison, after handing me a chair,, 
aslced the reason M'hy I. had not joined the volunteer, 
corps, in obedience to a proclamation that, had been is-, 
sued some lime or other by tlie late Governor, which, 
stated, that every person was obliged to enrol himself 
within ten dayjs, after his arrival in the Colony^, aad. t6: 
join the said- corps, fully, accoutred, within three week's^ 
under the penalty of two hundred dbllars- 

Amwer. — Before I answer that question I wish to Be; 
^ informed what you are, and to what corps you belong? 

Mr, Harrison* — We are officers belonging to a volun-. 
. teer corps. 

Answer. — ^Tlien if I undersand you right, you do not. 
consider your corps a militia jcor^>s ? 

Mr, Harrison,r^^o\ 

Answer. — Will you he good enough to favour me ,with? 
a perusal of the proclamation you have just now mentis 
oned, as I suppose it was under the authority of that iur. 
strume;nt that you ordered a detachment of your corp^ 
to bring.me here a prisoner before you, and that you sit 
here as a court, by virtue of the same, or such authority.?,' 

Mr. Harrison.— We have not got the procjama-: 
tion. 

Answer.— Will you have the goodness to send for it t^^ 
the proper office, for I have a great curiosity of seeing 
a proclamation which comiiels an Englishman, to bft^ 
volunteer ! 
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Jlfr. Harrism. — ^You ttitiy sec it at tte Secretary's 
-office. 

Answer. — Yes, but my curiosity wUl tiot tempt me to 
pay the Secretary a dollar for a si^ht of it, which, I un* 
Mcrstand is the customary fee. Being now a prisoner 
at your bar, I hope I shall 'be allowed to say a few words 
Tcspecting this extraordinary case, — ^a case unprece- 
dented in^ the annuls <if the British nation. To be si- 
lent in a moment 60 critical, and I may say, so pregnant 
nvith mischief, wonld be coM'ardice in a free-bom Briton, 
who so highly venerates the'privileges whidi he inherits 
ms his birthright ; therefore, the horrors of the inquisi- 
tion, which I see suspended in terrorum, ready to t©rture, 
will not intimidate me to commit an act, that would de- 
prive me of the immunities guaranteed by the constitu- 
•tion cff England. Recollect, Gentlemen, that I am 
■not in France, nor in her d6minions, hence not under 
•the system xif requisition. 

You call yourselves vohirttcers, instructed by a tyran- 
•nic mandate, to compd every person, who may arrive in 
Hhis Colony, to join your corps. This is really a novel 
♦construction of the term volunteer. 

I do not mean to question that such a proclamation 
'existed under the exclusive reign of the former Governor, 
T)ut, I am certain it has not been confirmed or sanctioned 
1>y the present government^: at all events, it is illegal, 
•because it is contrary to the fir^t article of the corona- 
tion oath, which says :-^Wa7/yow solemu/t/ promise and 
^swear to govern the people of this kingdom o/'Great Britain, 
and the dominions thereunto belongings according to the 
statutes in parliament agreed, and the laws, and customs of 

^ Vide a virulent proclamation issued by the Brigadier and the Com- 
*nodore, under the head of the 6th day of my captivity, in tho suc- 
ceeding letter. 
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the $amef Now Gentlemen^ if yon will, poipit opt to me 
any act of parliament^ that will warrant you, or your for- 
mer Governor, to pi|t in requisition the subject, or sub- 
jects of the realm^ I shall ^hink it piy duty tp join yonr 
corps. Brigadier-Genera^ Pi<?tpn flWght b^ye isisu^d tbi? 
illegal and tyrannic mandate, but | am npt obljg^d to 
consder it as a law, for surely, in a British polony, | do 
not forfeit those rights, wbicb ^^ the bp^st of every 
Briton ; on the contrary, they fpUpw me to the ipoat 
distant comer of his Majesty'^ doa^niops : and ^^bould 
his delegates abridge them, the fat^ of W|ill wilj, ip fu- 
ture, serve as a beapon when they sport wiUx d^potio 
authority. 

The situation of tbi^ Colony is very different bo^ 
others : it has no colonial legislature to «^mction fjie acts 
of its Governor: he i^ indeed th^ desppt, but, I am not 
obligecj tp be hjs ?lave. U i» tfnp, tb^re are 1^^^, but 
they are replete with horror tp ^ Bri^^h ^lind^ ^n^ a 
disgrace to the British goverftm^i^t tp §nffer th^ Spanish 
Inquisition to exist so long i^ ^he bP,$PiP*of it. 

A British subject is here truly degreed, wbfa l^o 
finds that his life, his liberty, c^nd bis property depend 
on the <?aprice of an individual, who, i^ bis wantoijnessjj 
may issue a proclamation to 9omp^l mp to go and clcao 
his boots. The one mandate i^ equally as illeg^ and 
pppressive as the other^^ aod i? W ossimilfttion tp the 
Jacobinic proceedings of tlje tyraijnic rul(3rs of France. 
They may accord with the feelings of a plave-n^aster, bpt 
I cannot be reconciled to them. Independent of all 
these considerations, I dp not i^e^n to remain in the 
Colony many weeks longer than I can accomplish a 
survey of some parts of it, at the request of the first 
comn^issioner. At present J apa only detained untii 
the vessel on board of whi9fe J pag^n tP embwk, geta 



fjft. l§.;| THE 4VTH0I^> ]?3f AMIJ^A^'PN* 245 

injui^tice an4 pppre^sipl^ have boen the prd^ of the d#y 
befpfe J ewe fiupioDg ypu, I |:^aye, ia comR^op w^tU tb^ 
rest of ipy fieHpw subjects, ^yery reiu^o^ \o appreb^nd 
a sb^e : thfs therefore m^y be a prelude to it* Indeed t 
am cer^in pf meeting with it, becfiuse some expressions 
'which unguardedly escape^ both cp^m&s^ioners a f^w 
days ago, confirm the ide^* 

Itr. M'Numra. — fray^ Sir, aye yo^ ift the pay of 
Goyemtper)t i 

Jnswer. — That, 3ir, b^ nothing ^q do wl^ the pre- 
text question. 

Mr. tW^^r. — Will ypu stat^ your ipei^spn^ for not 
joining Q\]Tf cprp?, ip writing, to Mr- Grwt i 

Ju^tip.-^l do not ^bink it is peipes^^ryr-'yPV have 
bear(^ my qbjec^ion^, and therefore at liberty ♦p cpm- 
municate t];^^ ip. Does it npt iippev to ypqrselv^ wre^^- 
^oriable tha,t I should be put tp the ej^penpi^ pf more 
than an hundred dollars for clotbei^ ^x\/i accoutrements, 
merely to g^ twice or thrica tp the parade, and as I have 
no inciinatipn to remain in the colony, the clothes and 
accoutrements will be of no us© to me in England, where 
I mean to return next month? But as I am to be com- 
pelled to be a soldier, why not furnish me with every 
thing necessary, as is usually done to all other recruits? 
No answer was returned to this liist observation. Find- 
ing that I was no longer a prisoner, I returned to my 
abode, and committed the foregoing without delay to 
paper. 

The Brigadier asserted, a few days ago, that I was 
engaged by Colonel Fullarton, to write the history of his 
(Picton's) former administration, and that I am nothing 
more or les^ than a spy, employed by the present ministry. 
You are well aware this is equally as scandalous as it is 
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iklse> for I solemnly declare that I never had fhe honor of 
corresponding with the Colonel^ nor had been in his<x)m'^ 
pany prior to my arrival on this Colony but once, about 
ten or eleven years ago in Scotland; and, I am certain, 
he is totally ignorant of what I have written respecting 
the proceedings of the Brigadier. As for my hieing a 
spy, the idea originated in the Brigadier's distempered 
imagination, for it is well known, that I have neither cap- 
pacity nor ihclraation to be one ; however, he is prepo-. 
sessed with the idea that a traveller and a spy are syno- 
nymous, and of course I must be both. 

The Commodore in his turn, has positively affirmed, 
that Iwas formerly an editor of a democratic paper in 
London J which was the cause of the mtftiny in the fleets 
that I once abused his late brother in that paper ; and 
that I was a dangerous person in the Colony. You see, 
^ir, how credulous the Naval Hero is, and how easily he 
is persuaded to believe any thing, however false and 
preposterous. Knowing all these assertions to have np 
foundation in truth, I shall treat them and their dissemi- 
nators with equal contempt, and wait my doom, whicl^ 
fiiust now be near at hand. 

Vcdc, 
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LETTEE XVII.. 

The Author arrested by an Officer of the Inquisition, and 
brourht before Commissioners Picton and Hood — Hii 
Examination and Commitment to the Bastille — D«- 
cription of the Cell in which he was confined ; also of 
Fallot, the Governor — The Case of a 'Negress roasting 
alive — Transactions during the Second Day of his Cap^ 
tivity — Method of flogging Slaves described — The Au^ 
tf^or indisposed ; and suspects having been poisoned — 
Third Day of his Captivity — Still much indisposed — 
Solicits Medical Aid — Dragged from his Cell to Com* 
modore Hood's House — His Exitmination — The Ugly 
Club — Fourth Day's Captivity — The Imprisonment of 

of Dr. Tumbrill — Distress of Mrs, T on that Oc- 

qasion — Fifth Day'i Captivity — J^eiterjrom Secretary 
Woodyear — Description of the Doctors Cell, and Be^ 
flections thereon — Sixth Day's Captivity — Proclama* 
tion respecting the Militia — Comments — Letter to the 
Author — Seventh and Eight Days Captivity — He t> 
Vanished to America. 



FIRST DAT OF MY CAPTIVITY. 

Bastille, Pukrto ob Espana, April' ii^ i8o^ 
DEAR SIR, 

At length the unpropitiou8 goddess, whose 
influence mars the vain pursuits of mortals, has now 
With^r^iwq hqr ^errgrs frpm my view. About twq o'clock 
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this afternoofi I was arrested by an officer betengmg ta 
the Inquisition, and, at the same time, a young gentle- 
man of the name of M'Doilald, was arfesfied also. We 
were carried before Commissioners Picton and Hood, 
who were at the house occupied by the latter. The for- 
mer read to me an affidavit sworn to by Mr. Harrison, 
and counter-sworn by Messrs. Fisher and M'Namara. 

Cemfnissioner Picton. — ^Are these your expressions. 
Sir? 

Answer. — ^With the exception of four words, the affi- 
davit is totally false. 

Commissioner Hood (to his Secretary). — Send for Mr. 
Harrison and the Attorney-General. 

When Mr. Harrison came, I said to tiie Commis- 
sioners: — 1 suppose as Mr. Harrison is now here, I shall 
be indulged with the privilege of cross-examining htm? 

Commissioners^ — No, Sir. 

Answer. — In a court of justice I should claim it as a 
dommon right, but from you, gentlemen^ I have not that 
right to expect: however, Mr. Harrisonx seems to ima- 
gine he has niore than Woodfall's exalted memory to re- 
collect, at the end of five days, all I said before the Vo- 
lunteer Committee of which he was president ; for I So- 
lemnly declare, there are only four words to which I lay 
elliim. — (Mr. Harrison appeared extremely agitated.) — 
If you will permit me to bring forward the evidence of 
some of the gentlemen who were also present at the 
time I spoke in defence of my rights and libeilies. Lam 
certain the whole of this affidavit will be contradicted. 

Cdmmi^idner Picton. — ^Yoii must give us^aii fitfCDlnt 
of yourself. 

Answe4'.^^Oti my rcitam to LotuSf^, I iMend to pub- 
lish all you wish to know of me, aftd if ydti dte spared tb 
read it, I feel confident tli&t you will ixA it interesting. 
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Commissioner Picton (ihfi spit^td tont.y^tt cannot 
be interesting 16 me^ Sin 

Answer. — If not to you. Sir, it may be so to my fellow- 
stibjects. I am certain what I'^have to say of Trinidad, 
will alone be deeijied interesting. 

CommissiMer Picto«*-^You are ^ cominoii disturber 
of the public peace. 

' Amwer.'^lPermit me to tell your Excellency that 
there is no truth whatever in that assertion. Since I 
have resided in the Colony, my deportnient has iiot olily 
been peaceable, but ^Itpgether harmless, though 1 cant-^ 
not vouch so much for some of those who are Imme* 
diately \mder your comimand^ for this morning I observ- 
ed three oifficers of one of the black regiments with blud- 
geons, in the act of murdering an English gentleman^ 
Pray, be pleased to inform me. Sir, in what manner I 
have disturbed the '^ public peace?* 

Commissioner Picton. — What are your* views in thiii 
Colony ? - 

Answer. — Being a British subject, 1 presume ho one* 
will dispute my right of residence in a British Colony ; 
independent of that, I have fu^y satisfied th6 first com- 
missioner on that point; however^ there is no mystery in 
my views, which, if you please, I shall take the liberty 
of explaining. During my Pavels on the Continent of 
America, I heard so much of B. G. Picton's renowny 
diat I became very desirous of seeing him before I con- 
cluded my travels in the western hemisphere. (Here 
the general evinced die malignant coni^iet of his mind 
by a grin.) This is all the explanation you have a right 
to expect from me,—- more questions I will not answer; 
and in this, I pledge my honour as far as Bingley did bis 
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from your proceedings, that my fot^e baa for 3P9^e titoe 
becffll .decreed. ■ -<;;/ ... < :://,-.. 

>As your Atto«icy Geoetal i$'hQr<?> I wiA Him .to fee^r- 
me ask your Excellencies ft few Ieg^.quj^oDS'>-^Po>e^ 
a Briiish sttbjcet forfeit bis. natural irigbfe by b^iJig ia tkis 
Colony ? If he docs, what Sovereign is-h^ U> lofjk up to for 
priHsectio^^when be findi.himself opl^rea^dt And c.au 
tbat Sover^gti protect biin.when SsWQbrigbis.are^brfeit- 
ei| ? K eo> wh<> vefttfid ttot wtborilt}^ bt^lHQh ^ Stevereign^ 
attd fr<)irt ^hieii<?e csan^ it{ be kgall^:pwye^r . 

-.:rii»^^r.— Then your.jtroCeedings ^g^mtMt are ilk-, 
gill/ aiid! repugiwiflt.tO: the naturali.apad ^Bo^^i^ntianjdl 
pfkiciples^of a Biitisb subjecU . :> ;.; ..: ^ / 

Commmhncr Pic^on.rtrSilence^Siri you^lli^ot be 
teeard! * ;r . • i; . 

Jfks^'cr. — XtFj well>gfintlem«a, I trtjstit will not be 
long before I shall be heaid fully, at the fountaia head 

*f justice* J .; / * ... ^./ ::-- . 

^ CormnodoTK Maod/^JigM yoi* Urfikgue^. Si« t 

. SileQce at length ens^^d wlxil^ It i»ij|t^ii9. ircts m^** 
itg;o«t;' oaiisb^ngj^iiidifid: : : 

'QMnii$si&^er Pi^en.-^sWk conumt him. for eoniimfU 

^rv. consequently I cbiim tte priyiieg^sraltwhedl' 

C$rUmmo1itr Pittm J(to the Qffkfir ^ thf, ilnqm^Hi^ 
Hi i^awiVA^*— Tdft y allot, that he must «ot ««ffir any 
lisraonto s|)eak lo tiadipaasooor, no!r see.lMin,:e3dept bi^ 

* Bingley having b^en committed By the Com of* King's fiejficTi 
fer contempt, voluntarily thade*Qgth,'tha% 'he wo\dd n^er answer io- 
ten'ogatori^s j unless he flioulid be put to the torture 1 , 

JuNius's Letters. 
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AboiTt half after 3 o'clock, p.mA look «p my Abo3« in 
\tti« gJoomy <^H, sitnatod in -the back part of Utti l3as- 
tillc) of thefoUbwing^limensions, viz. ' 

FIET. INCH. 

BreatlCh 9 8 

tength IB 9 

Heiglit 8 10 

The hangings are of llie finest work in the world, fpr 
they were spun by Arachne fiom lier own bowels. Were 
it not for this furniture, the whole would be a miser- 
able scene of nakt^d walls, flawed ceUings, msty locks, 
&c. — ^Tbe floor, in all probability, wa? never wnshed 
since it was built. My companion^ are spiders, almost 
as large' as the crabs in Europe ; — and TeneraWc rats, 
whose very age renders them respectable ; — ^together with 
plenty of scorpions, centipedes, l^lindworms^ mOschetos^ 
&c. so that I am not without company. 

Vallot, the governor of the Bastille, is a native of 
TVance, and certainly one of tlie most dismal ill looking 
monsters of thehnman species^ who, if I may judge from 
iippearances, is aflt instrument to execute the mandates 
of any tyiant, however cruel. He says he has been ad- 
vised to go to Atherica^ before BrillA laws are intro- 
duced. 
, Jiist above me a black womag is corifmcd, accused, as 
it is said, of poisoning her ninster «nd mistress, together 
with sixty slaves. • This poor creature has not a niouth- 
ful of fresh air to respire, oppressed with the excessive 
heat which strikes through the shangles, covering the 
roof of the Bafetille, so that they are literally roasting her 
alive, in a naked state. She aj)pears to be between 70 
and 80 years of age, and very much emaciated from a 
long confinement," bul tliey are not able to prove any 
thing against her. I suppose they did not dfcni it pru- 
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dent to try her by Brigadier-general Pictpn's diabo- 
lical commission^ during the tune Colonel FuUar^ 
ton remained ; now that be is gone^ she wiU bf 
dispatched. There are two negro soldiers guarding me, 
one is stationed at my dpor^ and the other at the hole 
intended to ^dmit a little air^ so that I am honoured as 
much as a general in the guard way. As soon as it was 
koown^ ^at I was committed^ several gentletlieii came 
to see me, but, as they were not allowed thi^t gratifica^ 
tioo, they went away dissati^ed, venting no doubt in 
silence, their disapprobation of the barbarity of tiieir 
Excellencies. 

I' was extremely thirsty before the servaht^ who attrad- 
cd me, brought me any thing to drink. Vallot offered 
some rum and water, which I gladly accepted, but I had 
not swallowed a table spoon full of it, when it struck me^ 
by its tasting differently, that there was poison init,I there^ 
jfore endured my thirst till something better came. My 
servant brought my dinner, together lyith pen, ink, and 
paper, which now enables me to give you a diary of 
every transaction ; but what engaged me to be so minute 
in my description, is from a generous principle of pre- 
iServing the memory of the first place of my confinement. 



SECONP BAY OF MY CAFTIVlTr. 

During the course of this day, there were unmerciful- 
ly flogged, with a whip at least four feet in length, thick 
towards the middle, tapering towards the point, and^ta. 
three or four inches at every lash; - ; 

• .1 Negro Woman, 

2 ■• Men^ 

1 Boy, about 5 years old. 

Total 4 



The unfortunate victims are tied 4own on their b4iie9^ 

and fastened with cords^ to four stakes^ fixed on the 

\ ground for that purpose; then the posteriors ai^e ex- 

: posedj on which they receive the castigation. When the 

Tictimsmade a noxs^, (which is c^hnost constantly the 

i case^) or struggled to get loose^ Vitllqty who stood at the 

' bead^ kicked therti without mercy on the faqe. 

All this day I have been much disordered in my 

. bowels^ owing^ I am confident^ to the poison that 

( ^a^ given to me yesterday ) — I can hardly think this 

sleeping dose was prescribed by the state physicians. 

One thing is to be observedj^ they dread the publicity 

of my travelsj^ and Vallot might think he was serving the 

. cause by wishing me asleep^ before this day of judg* 

ment. 



THIRD DAT OF UY CAFTIVITY. 

The constant pain in my bowels was so greats as to 
deprive me of sleep, during the whole of last night; — 
this morning I wrote a note to a medical friend, to 
whom I described my case, and requested he would be 
kind enough to call on their Excellencies, to obtain per- 
mission to see me, adding, that surely they were not so 
inhuman as to deny medical aid, in a complaint so 
alarming and. excruciating as the one I w^ts aiHicted 
with. I wrote another, which I directed for Mr. S — , 
wherein! describisd my situation: itwasdat^d, ^^ Bas- 
tille, Felon Side, third day of my captivity," and intend- 
ed for their Excellencies, though directed for Mr. S — . 
Both notes I delivered to the. servant, to carry them ac- 
cording to these dircctionsjbut they were taken from him, 
as I knew they would be, the moment he left my cell. 
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JUbMt t^vt^ o'dk>ck> a. m. the governor of tiie Bas^ 
title ^tered le tell me &at f fa^re was a guard of soldiers 
wmiiitfg to e^nduct me to the oomtnission^rsl 1 answered 
Aat I vrats nM able ^ m^k, and therefore would not stir 
InlilesB they ctoied jpe. Oh^ Sir, (swd the governor), 
Hicj wW soon fo'rce you, and you must find Ifeet. The 
^uard was called in, who dragged ine out of aiy cell, - 
whence they pushed and goaded meisdth th^ baybnets the 
lull distance of a mile to the Cotom<)dere's houie. Here 
. I was detained at flie bottom of the. stairs, on the out- 
side, without shelter, under the burning rays of a hot 
meridian sun. 

Whiht I wiw detained in llri^ hellish situation iot 
neariy three hemrsi thttte ^;entiemen, who had just ar* 
rived in the Colony, passed up stairs, and waited for 
some time in the mirador before Commissioner Picton, 
and the late discarded Secretary, came to speak to them. 
Aftei" some conversation, Woodyear told them in the 
presence of Commissioner Picton, to take «are what 
company they associated with* particularly those who, 
m any manner, spoke fevbrably of Colonel Fuikrton; 
and if they did not avdd such, they might depend on 
being sent dff the Idaxid *. This was, to be sure, a broad 
hint to me, that I shotild soon be balnished, whereas, I 
hnagined before ihey weie going to bang me, and 
anxioQsly gave a l^ok now and then towards the gallows, 
to see tf they v^eife mtMv^ any preparations for my re- 
ception. I would have gladly accepted of any kind of 

* iThie Brigaifieronted hb restiitintBtin diisrapect'so£ir a3 to 
tfaretten to crush -every slnu^ger who dai^d pb be, seen ^pea^og to 
any of those who thot^ht the Colonel's coQduct meritorious. For 
instance, Mr. Le The, a respectable French centleman from Marti- 
niquey was threatened with banishnxent because Mrs. Fullarton hap- 
pened to caD for a lady who lived at his house. '" 
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deaths n^bber Ihdn endure lo mttehtbirst aftdpaia «il I 
tken felt Tbanks to the Commoiove'i ateward for hav- 
ioj; relieved A^ formev at the risk of being; flfiggedJ 

I W88 3t length admitted before tiie jmrnr cMaxmr 

sioners^ to whom I stated my tituatioD^ and>.e« Iicotdd: 

iKDt stanid msch longer^, requested the iAdulgenca^^ a 

chair, which wa8 granted. . • . 

: The notel fcijgaedljraddres^d.io Mr. Shaw>waMifiAd. 

Commisiioner Picton. — Did j©* write this note I; 
; A^iaoktJtf^^ety Sir. It imtinot intended i<n thci^gfen- 
tleman to whom it is addressed, but for your Exccllefi^; 
obes, kao'VYiog yob vronid xetid it^Aorith wore ^.vidity wh^h 
oddresaed to aooie other ptrsoO' tlian jto ^youri^ves} I 
therefore wrote Mr. SbawVAaomcoaihe b«4k Of it* U. 
makes no diifercnoc! ai to the aduit^es^^ tblp.coiUeots.arQ a 
triie.parallel. .. : . ... 

Commissioner Picton. — ^Wliat k a parallel i 

Amwtr.-^l hope you do. not take me for a lexiico' 
grapher? : . 

CptMnod^rt.Ho$d.'^lih!iM is thd^ilatlgu^e .<if Robea^ 
pierre. Sir. , . .i : 

* jinswer.-^yfith due deference, to your ExoeUenc^'a 
superior knowledge, I should nortiunre knowa it £it>m the 
language of ^y other person. Robeapiene.was.a tynont^' 
and if I make use of his language,. I am sure you cdpy^ 
his example in the V9%:y of proscribing and impcisoniag. 

Commodore Hood. — Wlxat is your name. Sir? . 

Amw€r.':^\o\xx Excellency is no strangei* to .that, for 
^u seem to know more about itie already than 1 domy*- 
self. 

Commodore Ilood^^-^^hy, Shr,. where wcas you bom?. 

Answer. -^\ really cannot exactly siiy, though I was 
present at the time. It was somewhere in tlxe .island of 
Grtat Britaiv. 
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Commodore Hboif.— Where was you baptized? 

Autwer. — I am sorry I .am not able to give yoa m 
direct ansif^; thoagh if I had been baptizedji must 
have been -present at the time the ceremony was per- 
fi>rmed> yet I do not recollect it. 
• C<mmo49rt Hood. — Did your parents erertdl of the 
circumstance? 

^nnwr*— They might, but I am certain I never asked 
them a question half so childish. 

Commissioner Picton.^^-'^hBX school was yoiteduoated 
at? ,. ' 

j^ii9.--^^ave yon perceived that my education has been> 
neglected ? Yoa miay depend it is sufficient to enable me 
to do amfrfe justice in e^q;ioiifig your oppr^ve conduct* 

Commodore Hood.-*St8JBid up, Sir! — Do you — Sir-^ 
know who you are speaking to — Sir. You must know— - 
Sir — ^we represent his Majesty — Siry 

jin^fjer.-^l do not mean to plead i^iorance with res- 
pect to that, but! have already informed you Iwas not 
able to stand ; and with j^gard to my knowing who you 
are, I am perhaps better informed than you would ever 
wish me to be. I am also well aware of your being his 
Majesty's delegates, and time will convince your fellow* 
sttl^ects how often you have trampled od his justice, and 
set his benign instructicms at defiance. 

Commodore Hood. — We shall send you to England to 
be tried. ... 

Answer. — I am happy to hear it ; and I hope both of 
you will not be long in following me. What crime l^ave 
you to alledge against me ? 
- Commodore Hood. — For opposing our authority* 

Answer » — If you call what I have done, opposing your 
authority, I am contented. ^The hews of England will 
exonerate me, but I cannot say so much for both of you'; 
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and the Boouerycmitend me to Bngtand^ the sooner you 
will be relieved from your ardtioiis duties of delegated 
authority, knd^sbappy riddance to tfce bppr^feed inha- 
bitants bftiiia Cobny. In my oaM^ ybvi, have stretched 
your au&ority farther thto you were warrwited/ and 
too £Eur Dow/ta jretract. Littii as'^you understand of the 
coiistitutton'dFttfie conntry you are serving, tftut /Me 
might have convinced you, tb«« yotf were not vealed with 
so much authority as to compel me t6^t^e as a common 
soldier, nor. to caat me to be poisoned in a loathsome 
dungecm> becahsel would not sacrifice my dearest rights, 
to comply with a niandate, in- my case tyrannic and op- 
pressive. Though I am not in England, and cannot 
avail myself of the protection of the constitutiohal shield, 
yet I will think, act, and speak as an En^lisbbian ; and 
I affirm positively, I will not be beat or bribed into a 
blind obedience to your oppressive measures. It is alan^en- 
' table cirdutnstance that the legislature of Oreat Britain 
has, in this rtmojbe comer of her dominions, left the lives, 
liberties, and properties of its subjects so long dependent 
on the capridovs vi^ill of oike person, or what is still worse, 
on the ivills of his pimps, flatterers, and favourites,-!-ii][ a 
word, without the phantom of civil government, or the 
'ghost of departed justice. Your conduct towards me^ 
(however impleasant it is for you to bear it), resembles 
thfe mock liberty of I)rance, particularly in the syirtem of 
requisition, which the sanguinary tyrants of that coun- 
try pursued with intolerant barbarity. That system you 
are maintaining in this Island, which has already too 
long groaned under political evils ; Imean the grievous 
burthens of tyranriy and oppression, little less destructive, 
perhaps, to tiie inhabitants, than anarchy itself. 

Commodore J/oorf. -^Silence, Sir ! 

Answer^ — I' know truth is unpleasant, but I hope you 
Kk 
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wiU jw^rtion^ei I w rtSt yH base «&imghi to flatUw a ty- 

see, Sif^ ! hp^ i«diistriqa)sj. be; ha& lie«i aiHin^ithc* siwrt 
pi9rio4<,Ii»e lM^^bee»/ii». jAefCkdowjr^iii rahin^ «p :tbe 
JoepB^lt of 'ii^oirtQatipiEi. r. Hex has .constandy:.assodated 
/' frf(A,i9jrf/Aj^i(;9m^«B^i^V.^ho*bave long etodi»T6itredr'to 
^i^yiD^y v9)>a^ac^yM4;teitim n|e ii^the;apmion 4>f my 
sovf reign; tlieyiaij8t)be;aBpwfatedL -"^i; 

Aifimr.^tn ist too Jiiie, liiare goit idl tW infoisiii^oa 
I want,. Uai^Ll4)oJ(;fny^SMiff.bfiCK/tblakeauphit^ 

Cpmmisfipnef: y/oi)fl»r^1fmy Sir.l. how idng tave you 
b^tt a gpjg,ff taken ,s . « 1: : j /• 1 i !"' 

Jn$wc^f:^l ^9% anootini^l€ci> tboiigh!! wat pre^ 
sent at thf^.dm^ I toak tlie-.&rit ipnch. : . . 

yoaerc^l^^ranoh i!i0oleri€«i* . ii 

. ^^«p<fij.ri-it|^ thece ani: ihipg uwdeitt; m givdngt^a d{^ ^ 
oifi^^j;^awer t^! |k ridiotiloTio iqaestio«L : Perhetpsj y^tf 
now itpag^n^: yourself otif board your «bH>x interr^gathi^ 
yom:<:(?pk, and:tha.t yooathiftk ^ou have the jgaine au- 
thority, over m^ ypu have o,ver him, Hemeittber J am 
nol s^ m^eh ijpder your controul, th©-efore not a&aid of 
r^^i)ir^|g;a^i/q^?i asyott call it. I iia^e^Qobjt^ottdtis 
toyoi^^^lfiligOKfre questions, the ms^reym ^If^, ihe 
ipore y^ou e^p^se yx>ur understanding; Ishalli however^ 
remind yoji of theaja^, some time or Jotliery/th.ro«gh t)b^ 
yiedii^mof the.pvessv'** ' ' * . 

* " Commodore Hood> in hi^ fetter to Lord: Captxkn, ^ated m 
Sept. 1804, sufticiently evinces, that although the rigl^ ofpon^riing 
marks of favour on any individual is indisputable, yet, it is not with- 
in the Maait3 oF any. power in Enghndy to invest the cpmmander in 
question with adherence to the principles of veracity, or to the rules 
of cpmnjort gr^fc^r,- and of commoa sense* Not content with 
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Comndmkmif^Ihpir^i A&fpHtyoixt seribbliitg. 

Jiuwer.'-^Y^}X may think as touch at present, I shall 
not publish them ftu* your «alofile; 

C^Mmmitioiter ifoo«f.*-^omtnit himl <2omnf)it him! ' 

Prisoner. — ^I have already endeavoured te iiiipre^ on 
3tnir miiids, hov'miieh my: health is injuified, and the 
Moestky die«e is for my having medical advite. 
. ComJNt«toiui«.«-^G«ard take bim away; he w^t have a 
aurgeon sent to-hlm. 

. Just as I«ro8 going HMty MnS^w, to wbokn' I ad- 
dressed the iitt^ appeared, and requested to be hei9tiHl 
"lyhilc I was present, I told 4iim it -was m>i intended fot 
him, bat for the Commissieners ; had it been addressed to 
themselves they would not have read it. Mr. Parker, 
4he medical gentleman^ whose assistance I required, had 
ibepi examined before vie, and they terrified the poor 
follow till be cried. I met Mr. M^Key coming* up 
«tairs> with the, box, containing the papevs -of the 
Ugl|r Ckbj which! imist«eiideaTour tp describe by aad 

violating the powers .iotru^ted^ lum^ and fihe ^vil authority of the 
King, whose servant find representative he wast the Copnuxlore 
'wages war on the unofTendiDg parts of speech» and puts to tlic route, 
or throws into conteion, nonns, pronouns, verbs, and particles — 
*Pbi8 Commodore fights so well, and writes so HI, that it rs be 
wiehed^Jio would henceforth employ Colonel Picfeon to wiite hit let- 
ters, ai well as to compose hia speeiches ;-ror rather, that he would 
absuin from writiog letters, fmd from delivering speeches, unless 
like the cuckoo, he prefers hatching the eggs of a less adc^ed bird. 
It would be useful for the Commodore to adhere to an advice given by 
the late Earl of Eglintown, to an old awkward German Baron, who, 
supposing he was laughed at while dancing,' said, — «* Mihrd^ qHoiqut' 
Jt ne JcaU pat dancer^ je seals battre;^* to which his Lordship's 
answer was,—" Batte%»vous toujotirs done^ et ne dansen Jamais,**'^ 
To Commodore Hood, the sentence would run thus :— ** Mattez" 
vom toujours donCf et n*€crivez Jamais" 
* Vide Col I^iillarton's answer to Col. Pi'cron's pamphlet, page ov». 
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bye. I retamed to my pell m tb^ B^i^tilk, aJboirt t]iiee 
o'clock^ so exhausted witb fi»tigiie md paioy that I vms 
almost ready to expire ;. but I was time ebougb to see a 
couple pf anfortunate slftyes tied to the fitake, and re* 
ceiyea^jerecastigatiOQ.^ .;i ..^ 

Thc^iUjly Club wais a convttial.party^ who met fivery . 
Saturday evening at my lodgings^ between the hoios of [ 
liix.aiid nine^ to sing a.spog, and dtink.&i^ass of porfer* j 
Being secretary of this club^ the two GomnnaaionaSj in : 
the true Pictoniw sQrle> seized all the papers they could \ 
;gnd at myjodgings); n6 doubt they expected to find in 
them sometfaMo^ to criminate me^ in order to give som^ . 
degree of colour to tbdir oppression. Among other ma- 
nusonpts^ they found the minutes of the Ugly Club. — 
Pictoa has bcien always struggling to establish for him- 
0^'tbfSr ch^^ra^^r. of a yigilaal; go^enior^ suppressor of 
«ielbeUi<mj discovater .of plots, 8dc. ; . this was, therefore, a 
glorious opporttittity> not to be missed, of displaying bis 
.talents :*^The Ugly Ckri) was pronou^ioed to be an nn*- 
lawful assembly; and a deep laid plot against the go- 
vernment. Several of the members were sent for, and 
examined ppon 6ath, the rules of the club were read, 
arid because tbey prohibited politics, the wise Commis- 
sioiie^s sagaciously conduded, that there vm sufficient ^ 
ploof of thct seditiouA tendency of the meetings Almost 
every question* put to the members who were examined, . 
tended to criminate Messrs. Shaw, Higham, and,mjself, 
but all agreed so exactly, ^and spoke with such confix- , 
dence, and even contempt of this niockery of justice^ th^i • 
they were obliged to give up the business. . . , , . 

It-has been ridiculously understood by many people, 
who did. not admire the proceedings of the two Com- 
mis^ohers, after the Colonel left them to govern their 
own way, that tbev constituted the, Ugly Clj-ibj they 
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certainly deserve the title much better than our convi- 
vial {Jarty, for Ihek proceedings are as ugly as their 
erinftes ; butwhat a disappointment, that they t:ould not 
find the manuscript of these letters, which they want 
more th^ any thing else, to prevent their rising in 
judgement against them in another quarter of the world. 
Here I cannot resist pausing for a moment, to reflect on 
the prospect which presented itself to every one ; such 
violent changes toolv place the first d^y of Col. Fullar* 
ton'^ departure, cspec^lly the reinstating of Woodyear, 
therefore, it was naturally concluded, his presence had 
alone overawed the authors of them. What had we to 
expect in the absence of our protector, but a renewa,l of 
that system of terror, which has already half ruined this 
devoted Colony ? All we bad to hope was from one 
quarter alone : We flattered ourselves that Commodore 
Hood would not risk a reputation earned in the honour- 
able service of his country, by sanctioning acts of vio- 
lence, which he well knew bad brought universal odium 
on Picton's administration. In this every body was de- 
ceived, for he who imagined he liad been sent out by 
hjs Majesty's Ministers, to screen or adopt the measures 
of Brigadier-Geneml Picton, concurred in every act of 
oppression and injustice. 

Woodycar being once suspended from his office, 
they, as junior Commissioners had no right whatever to 
reinstate him ; the power was alone vested in the Colo-* 
nel, as first Commissioner, of appointing persons to of- 
ficial situations, but they imagine the instructions they 
jeceived from his Majesty are merely nominal, and 
therefore not worth attending to. 

Between four and five o'clock, just as my servant was 
entering the den, with my dinner, the negro soldiers who 
guard me, toesed it about, expecting to find a letter 
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concealed. Not finding any^ thej made 6^ Witb tiM 
gteat^t part of it. Though I could not eat any my* 
sdf/yet I did not admire ifaeir politencM; I hoire^^ 
remonstrated^ when one of tiie fellows groirled lik^ a 
bear^ imd ^beved ja^e his bayonet. ^ • - 



jPOtJRTH DAT OF UY CAlTIVITY. 

At half past two o'clockjp. w, Mr. Tumbrill, Surgeon 
of the Royal Artillery, wds brbught t6 lodge in the ad- 
jacent cell, and ahput an hour after Mrs. Tumbrill came 
to see him, but fliey were not allowed to exchange a 
single word, for a negto soldier st6od by her, ready to 
plunge fiis bayonet into her bosom if she opened her 
iips. She went away very much agitated arid distressed. 
These tim'efe must alter, but at present there is no pro- 
bability, and not until the protid 6ppr6ssor^ are glutted 
with t^enge: in the "mean time, they are determined to 
make themi^lves 'as infamous as possible. Let them go 
on, they lire pursuing apath that leads to shame and dis- 
grace. . 

In the course of this day there were two slaves flowed 
still more cruelly than, I have yet seen. • 

Ten o'clock. p. wt. Tlie c6mraissioners have not; jet 
sent me any n^edicai aid. 



FIFTH DAY OF MY CAPTIVITY. ^ 

^ This mojrning ^baut seven o'clock, MrdTombrill vms 
•f scdrt^d by a file of negrp §o\dief§,to CQpwnodore.^Hood^ 
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boa86> to be eKaaiined« He wai brought baok again to 
his cell about twoi o\i\ockp. m. when I had an opportu* * 
niiy of tpeaklag to hm. Th^ ^ause of hb imp^rsontnenl; 
k for havuig' given evidence respeotiiig the execution^ 
without tria^, of Hugh OalUghan*. The foUoWmg.idk 
the dimensieos ^f the plocf of his confinement? 

ftlT. INCH. >* 

Breadth ...... 9^ 9 

Length .•«... 7 5 

Heighth , 8 10 

lu which the fgUowtng are co^fii^d with him : 

1$ Englishmen 

1 Indian Spaniard 

2 French Mulattoef 
4 Blacks 

Total y 

The Doctor's situation is worse than mine: indeed^ 

botK are uncomfortable. Alas I here we are^ in the land 

.of oppression and injustice, under the government of an 

infatuated wretch, loaded with crimes, forsaken by Gpd^ 

and wh6 is now raving in the spasms of guilty desperation. 

All this day I was in the greatest distress for wurit of 
air. Confined in*a bapk cell, all I can at times breathe, 
is the conti^mi^{;kted gas, which makes it^ way through 
the ^p^rtures of the floor of my cell, from fifty or sixty 
distempered negroesji confined and chained dircntly under 
me. The stench they copiously emit from their secretions, 
and the noife they make with their fetters, 8cc. is. certain- 
ly a near resemblance to the infernal regions. It is a 
distressing situation, but I must console myself, by en* 



* The Ooctor has been since tried by s<^urt*marti'4y and hortor- 
aUy acquittedi 



deavourii)g to imitate the ^j^mple'aa4 calm £p>rti^4€rof 
Baroa Treapk^ who was aisp the victim o£ oppri^sioiu . 
Four o^clqc^^i?.,^- Vallpt^ th.e.gqveropr.of the Bas« 
tiUe,. being displeased with a little. hUpk boj^ wbp Idw^ft 
appeared to me ver}^ att^nt^vej, md was )C9nsidere4«Qibj^ 
the concurrent testimppy^ ql the* prisoners :on whom -ho 
waited^ was brought up to the stake^ and received punish* 
ment for a positive or xilleged crime.. Be either as it 
may, it is impossible to.express how my feelings revolted 
at seeing the despotic understrapper XVallot), not con- 
tented with inflicting a severe castigation^.but with a re* 
£nement peculiar to liimself, exulting over the bleeding 
victim, by applying lime juice to th^^excoriated parts, 
which more than^'ebled the torture the poor boy had 
already experienced. 

If there is any such thing existing m the Colony as a 
civil power, I am certain the despot had^o authority but 
! his own. to act as be did in: this instance*. About five 

^ , oyockTlreceiyed the. foJlaTrfing.lett€av which is a> con-» 

f vincing proof they dare not said me to England* 

j - ' ■ ■ ' ■ . ' 

^ •< I AM commanded by their Excellencies tbe.Cosuimsioderafor 
/ executing the oflRce of Governor of the Colony, to inform yew that 

iyou are to be shipped off to-morrow evening for New Torkt from 
whence you camef. 
J. ^^ <• I am, Sir, 

* « Your braible Scrrant^ 

« J. M. WootyrEAR, 

*^ Secretary of die CoimTus^on. 
" Addressed on the back, 
« Mr. P. M'Callum, 
** Prisoner in the Jail o£ Port oi Spain. 

" J. M-WOODYEAH/* 

* Had the junior commissioners a$ much powtt as they wished, 
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Bjr this^it Appears^ I am to be bani&bed wiihout'beiag 
tried by eitihet the ctvU or military code of Uws ; or pro- 
bably th^y have no tikne to try me now ; bui that th^y 
can do after I am banisbedi The Spanish code of laws 
must be a very iBimpIe one/ b<^ing apparently adapted to 
etery oaj^acity^ for I find the chief magistrate of the dis« 
trict in which I rerided' before I was stint up here> is a 
tailor. Mn Snip may, for aught I know, be a good tai* 
lor, but I am conyinced be ib not burthened with a single 
^^n of the knowledge of jiiu'isprudenoe. He cbn sign 
his name, Whipb i^ all that is requised to be a magistrate. 
This trading justice is blessed with a pupil of &ouIa|iiils 
for his clerk ; sO that between the shears and the goose, 
the lancet and the mortar, we may have equity cut, bled, 
pulverised, and shaped to suit every palate^ It is not 
the first time I have seen a)liailor officiating as a magis- 
trate. The i^^tance I alhide to was Last sumnDer in Phi^ 
Iddelphia. 

A gentleman, with whom I was taking a walk one day, 
had occasion to call on a General Barker, a furious 
democratic tailor and alicterman. We found Generd 
Snip with liis coat oif, exhibiting a dirty shirt, and a 
beard as long as that of a goat«, I was soon convinced 
dmt he was a thorough jacobin, for he inveighed against 
the bible and the federalists, till he foamed at the mouth 
and nose, and concluded in the hopes of havisg it in his 
power to guillotine every federalist, and bum every bible 
in the United States.^ There is no respectability at- 

the order, in all probability, would be thus— »" To iVirtw /iri from 
whence you came, and from thence to the place of execution, Sec/' 
^ Tire Ulustrious Cabildo presented an extraordinary document to 
his Majesty's Commissioners dated the 2 1st of March, 1S03, wherein 
they urgently impress on the commissioners, that the enormous dis* 
proportion which subsists in the Colony between the whites of all 

LI 
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tached to the magistrates in mariy parts o£ the United 
States, for I found them in general violei^ jacobins; 
Kithout any^ifioiple^ selected only for theit fViendshifl 
to the present President Travelling one ilay last sum-» 
mer, from N^ew York to Perth Jmboy, I alighted from 
the mail at JVoodbridge, and requested the landlord to 
procure me a con^eyaiice to tlie place t>f destination^ 
distant about three mil^. He span pisoccired one;: and 
I agreed to give the driver half a dollaiv and: A glass of 
grog. It was intfae dusk pf <i^ evening when we departed, 
and being but lately ara-jved from the WisilniitSj I felt 
chilly^ wJiich the drivei? noticed, and x>fierecl to lend his 
great-coat for eigh teen-pence more, whidi.I instantly 
gave him, and he drove me to Perth Amboy,; — ^but 
judge of my surprise, when I found my driver to be.no 
less a personage, than his>jlionour Mr. Manning, Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas, for the State of .Hew 
Jersey.* 

nations^ who do not much excfed, 2000, and the pteople of cdotur, 
being children of English, Spanish, and French par^ts, who exceed 
5000» as the general census shews, imperiously requires, and proves 
the necessity that the 2000 whites, should reduce the numbers, pre- 
vent the increase, restrain the audaciousness, subjugate, and as far as 
their opinion goes extirpates no less than the whole of thefe 50QQ 
peaceable and valuable sub^tsof his Majesty, under the denomin^^ 
tiQn of miscreants ! It wnlprpbably be recollected, that this iV/a^- 
irious bodjf latdy cam6 forward to exculpate their late patron and 
leader, how far they will succeed, a short time must now disclose. 

Vide Col. Fullkrton^s answer to Col. Picton*s pamphlet; page 61. 

* The following will no doubt amuse the reader, and convince 
him of the respectability of American JFoftices ! 

From £ lAtb Charlestown Coitrier, 

•* A short time since it was publifhed that Governor M'Keao, of 
Pennsylvania, on the application to him by the Speaker of the As- 
sembly of that State, to appoint one of his neighbours to the magii- 
tragy, replied, that " he already ai)poimed too many ignoramuses/' 
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SIXTH DAY OF MY CAPTIVITY, . 

It is reporte<l, that the' Bilgadicr sometime ago, re- 
ceived a present pf n halter, brace of pistols, dtid a knife, 
with a request that he would privately dispatch himself, 
rather than he should be exalted in a certain place, 
amidst the derision of the vulgar. 

A similar anecdote is retailed of the famous Judge 
JeiTries. When he was confined in the Tower, he received 
a present of a keg of Colchester oysters. Greeting him- 
self that he had still a friend kft, he opened the keg, and 
to his great surprise and tnortifiealion, found a haltar on 
the top of the oysters : but he did not make use of it. — 
The Brigadier lays over for consideration ; — he may be* 
staggered between the opinion of the sophists, who have 
tamed weak objections into a thousand shapes, and the 
c>iam|)le of the great and divine Cato, who shared with 
the gods the admiration of an astonished world, whose 
sacred and' august presence animated tlic Romans with 

TJie extract bclot;^, from the Pfnladelpbia Freeman^s Journah will> 
doubdoss, convince our readers, that the Governor's reply was a 
correct one, if n^any of the Pennsylvania Justices may be ranked 
"ivith i\ic gentleman who signs himfelf N. Marshall. 
From a Philadelphia Paper. 
The following curious advertisement is copied from -die Sprig of 
Liberty, printed in Getty shur^^ ( Penn .) 

" LOOK HERE ONCE! 
-** Some say I was scared out of my commission— some say I was 
whipped out of it— some say I resigned — others say I am already 
broke I— but I uay, \ know what I know— apd will act on as a Jia- 
tice <^tbe Paacc^ uotil my friendly complainants make it appear to the 
countrary suHicicnt to prevent me of doing so. 

" N. Marshall/' 



holy zeal, and ma^e tyrants tremble. Little did his 
proud admirers imagine, tbat petty rhetoricians, im- 
mured in the dusty comer of a college, would ever at- 
tempt to prove that he was coward, fox having preferred 
.death tb a shameful existence ! 

Suicide was never considered by the Romans an act 
of cowardice ; on the contrary they deemed it an ?ict of 
bravery. According to them^ it was dastardly to with- 
draw from pain and trouble. I believe there is no law 
s^ainst it in the bible, not even a bare disapprobation of 
it. The Brigadier, when he finds himself deprived of 
all hope, may «ay^o his darling RoseUe, — '^ May the friend- 
ship which unites us preserve o^^ union tp the latest hour. 
O what a pleasure fpr sincere friends voluntarily to end 
their days in each Q,ther's arms, to intermingle our 
breath, and at the sam^ instant, to give up the soul 
which we shared in commQQ ! What pain, what regret 
can affect our last moments ? What do we quit, by tak-* 
ing leave of the world ?— We go together, we quit noth- 

Soon after Commodore Hopd arrived, the Pictonian 
Gazette blazed forth several times, with a bombastical 
account of the few exploits he performed last war, in 
Ivhic?!^ they monopolized all the merit to himself alone, 
for they did not make it appear, that he received any 
aid from either bis own crew or officers ;— so that they 
considered him as great a man as the celebrated Capt. 
Lemuel Gulliver ^ who conquered and dragged fifty sail 
of the Blefuscuan fleet to poj^t with a single packthread. 
The re-publication of these puffing paragraphs, though/ 
Very agreeable to ^be Cpnmiodore's gusto, has no othef 
effect on the minds of the more sensible part of the Bri- 
tish inhabitants, than that of making a common laughing 
stock of Commodore Gulliver, as he is now called. 
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My serrant brought me the Pictonian Gazette^ from 
which there issued the following Proclamation^ date^ 
the 14th instant. 

*« TRINIDAP. 

'' A PROCLAMATION. 

« Cro^gm tbi Tiurdt iy tAe Grace qf G§d9 ^ the Umtid JStqpd^m pf 
Great Britain ^md Mandf Kit^ Ji^fenier% rftbe Faiths ttnd rf tba 
United Cbwrcb of England mnd Irelandt en Eartk the Snfreme Head* 

" Wherbas by our Letters Patept, under our Great Seal of our 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland^ hearing date the first 
diay of Junei in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and one, — We did substitute and appoint our truly and well beloved 
Thonus Pictoni Esq. Brigadier General in our army» our sole Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief of our said Island of Trinidad^ and 
also of our Forts and Garrisons erected and esublished, or to be 
erected and established therein^ with full power and authority to 
levyi arm» muster, command and employ all persons whatsoever re- 
siding within the said Island* for the protection and defence thereof* 
as by our said Letters Patent^ reference being thereto had, will more 
folly appear, 

** And whereas we did also, by our Commission^ given at West' 
minster f on the thirteenth day of October Ust past, under our Writ 
of Privy Seal, nominate and substitute our trusty and wcll-belpved 
William FuUarton, Esq. our said tnisty and well-beloved Thgma* 
Picton, Esq. Brigadier-General in our army, serving in the Wind* 
9i;^r/and Lee<iuard Carlbbee Islands^ and our trusty and well-beloved 
Samuel Hoqd, Esq. Capt^n in pur Royal Navy, to be our Commis- 
sioners for executing the oiEce of pur Governor and Commander in 
Chief, in and over our said Island pf Trinidad* as alsp, of all our 
Forts and Garrisons erected and established, or which should be 
erected or established within the same, with full power and authority 
unto them, the said WiUian^ Fullarton, Thomas Picton and Samuel 
Hood, by themselves, or tny two of theip, or by their Captains and 
Commanders, by them or any two pf them appointed, to levy, anni 
mustqp, p^ommand an^ cinplpy all person* whatsoever, residing with- 
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in bar said Island ;*4od, as occastOD should serve, to marck dKm 
ffom ooe place to another, and embark them for the re«j^9:is^aBd 
withstanding all enemies, pirates and rebels, bpth at land and at sea« 
and (if it should so piSease God) to vanquish, apprehend and take 
them, and, beti^ taken, to caose execodon to be done upon them^ 
according to law, or to keep them and preserve them alive, at tfadur 
discredon, and execute martial law at time of invanon, or at any 
<nher times, and to do and execatie all such and every thing and 
things, which to our Governor or Commander in Chief doth, or 
Ought of light to befeng, as in and by our said Comnussion, refer- 
ence being thereunto had, will more fitlly appear: — 

^ And whereas some daring, and evil-minded persons, willing to 
disturb the tranqmlUty of our said Island of THnii^^, have circulat- 
ed reports, tendbg to weaken the establishment of a militia, formetl 
in obedience to such our commands, in our said government, fw its 
defence and protection : — ' 

** We do therefore, hereby proclaim, publish, and declare, (by and 
with the advice of the Council of our said Island,) that all ordinan* 
ces, pdes, and articles heretofore made, for the levying, arming, 
mustering, compaanding and employing a militia force, within the 
said Colony of Trinidad^ shall stand good and valid ; — and all per** 
sons whomsoever, holding Commissions in our said militia in 7>i- 
nidadi uijder the appointment of the said Brigadier*General Thomas 
Picton, or under our said Commissioners, or any two of them, are 
hereby required to act in conformity thereto. And all persops, 
whether white or free coloured, levied, armed, mustered, command- 
ed and employed in such militia under such Commissioned Officers, 
are hereby also required and enjoined, under pain of our highest 
displeasure, to act in confcnmity and obedience to the rules and or^ 
ders laid dowp for their regulation and discipline, 

^ Witness, our said trusty and well-beloved Brigadier-General 
Thomas ficton and Commodore Samuel Hood, at the Council- 
Chamber, in the town cf Port ^Espamty in our said Island, this 2ith 
pay of April, in the forty-third year of our reign. 

f ' po© Savk Tas King ! 

« THOMAS PICTON, 
« SAMUEL HOOO. 

** By Command of their Excellencies, ' 

« JOSEPH m: WOODYEAH, Sechetary/^ 
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fftupid as this proclamatioii is^ it clearly exonerates me 
from joining the militia^ as it is now called^ for it doe^ 
not say requisition, but " employ all persons whatsoever 
residing within our said Colony i^^ and appeal to their 
commission, in very ambiguous language : — " reference 
being thereunto had, will more fully appear,*' Here they 
distinctly call upon all persons residing in, the Colony ; 
but surely I cannot come under the term ^^residtjnW' 
The laws of the United States oi America allow six 
months residence in the country, before any person \k 
called upon to join their militia; and in. all instunces^ 
strangers are exempted, should they continue longer. I 
have not been three months in this Colony, and yet I 
must be put not only in requisition, but to a considerable 
expence, without any remuneration. ' Had their com- 
mission allowed them to banish those who might resist 
any oppressive mandate they might issue, I suppose they 
would be ready enough to tell their subjects of it. 
Wretched, indeed^ are our boasted claims to superior 
civil and political liberty, when the delegates of his Ma-j 
jesty descend to be the instruments of private vengeance 
and public oppression! When by a legerdemain in 
modern politics, a British sulyect is robbed of his inva- 
luable privileges, han<^ed down to Iiim by his forefathers, 
by only moving ivomBritain to a British colony ! When 
by an extraordinary stretch of illegal and wanton exer-r 
lion of authority assumed by two Naval and Military 
Heroes, an unoffending British subject is dragged from 
his peaceful habitation, and lodged in a noisome, putrid 
jail, to associate with negroes afflicted with distempers, 
there to be poisoned, or kept at their will and pleasure, 
without assigning or alleging any crime against him, and 
after all, transport him, like a convicted felon, because 
he would not consent to sacrifice the immunities of aa 
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EDgtishman: aodforthb hemnstbe tfaeTidimof tio* 
kted kw^ juftice and himuuiity! Where is the serrile, 
nnblirafaing, flagitioiis wretch^ however abandoned^ wfaD 
woold dare be the adTOcate of toch diabolical villainy i 
The honesty independent Englishman^ whose heart b as 
open as his countenance, will, I am sore, shudder with 
horror, and bam with indignation and resentment when 
he is made acquainted with the forfous condnct of my 
present oppressors. Here, Sir, yon have a specimen of 
speaking by proclamation ; permit me now to shew you 
a ^ecimen of speaking by paragraph, which appeared 
as a conunent in the same newspaper. It most be re* 
membered that Judge Black ''^ is the editor of tins paper> 
and that Mr. Archibald Glosterf, the AttomeyGenaral^ 

* I have frequendy made hononraUe meodoii of Judge Blacky in 
thecoorie of thefelettersy f hope the reader will not be displeased to 
bear a little more of him;— Judge Black has made use of die infernal 
instniment twice in torturing a Mulatto of the name of Modest, ^tfbo 
was afterws^ds banished to the Spanish Main. This was transacted un« 
der the reign of the present Governor, Hysl(^y who disavows the 
knowledge ofit;— but if he pretends to be so innoceot, why has he 
suffered Christopher, who gave information of their diabolical proceed- 
ing8» to linger in a jail?*-^nd it is not at all unlikely, that he has 
been since tortured for giving evidence. His Majefty*s ministers 
have been in possession of every information relative to this circum« 
stance ever since Oaober last ;«-what steps they have^tdcei^ is bett 
known to themselves, but the public havea right, to be infoimed* that 
such a circumstance existed ; and, that Lieutenant*Goyeroor Hyslop 
still commands there l-*and Black absconded to America I 

A French baker served Judge Black formerly with bread, to 
a considerable amount, and at last became a clamorous dun. The 
judge denounced him as a brigand, and be was about to be banished^ 
when he proposed to remit the amount of the debt, afad thereby bs 
allowed to stay ;— the poor baker, seeing there was no other alterna- 
tive, agreed ; and he was suffered to remain in the Colony. 

+ In order that you may know the principles on which that legal 
adviser counsels Governors^ and sonietimes the opponents, I shall, if 
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furniiilic* purugraphs for it. No doubt one of them 
\viK)tc the following: . , 

'* Last Tfiursday their ExccUcnciqs the Commission- 
ers were plcafecd to issue a proclamation, respecting the 
luilitiii forces of this Colony, which, at that moment, be- 
came indispeusttble, because there still unhftppily exisfei 
among us some remnant of those restless spirits who 
seek to place all around on an equality with their own 
happ^ ^itualioH. It is a pity, and most devoutly to be 
regretted, that the stwng arm of our venerable constitu- 
tion should not reach the seducer of our defenders from 
4jiaeir iiUegiauce ; but, lo ! it so happens in some of our 
^ewly acquired possessions^ that the existing laws are not 
iimfrequently so far defective aa to leave a hole for the 
perpetrator of even the blackest crimes to orlB^p out of, 
^Vere thi$ not the case, we should not so frequently be 
told pf the necessity of such laws as goveun the other 
British Colonies, which at, ithe present moment, cannot 
consistently be introduced ;. ami 0fcouri0i»bt meet with 
so many instances of tb<2 fouleirt infamy escaping urt- 
punished^ 

'^ {lad q, J)(?ijpard and his accon^plices^ says the ge- 
neral voicp, been guilty of the si^nM^ crimes in this Colo^ 

you desire it| lay before you an opipion, signet) ArcHib^ld G!oster» 
advising Mr. Webbe> of notorious memory ii^ Martimqm, how he 
might evade the law» and ruin M^or-Oeneral K^ppeli because that 
excellent Oovernor attempted to bring hini and his partner Mr. 
Charrurier to justice, for introducing base coil) iiHo that Settlement* 

The document will shew you the priilciples of those who direct 
tlic Councili, and support thp mild and equitable government of 
Brigadier-General Picton. 

Col. Fullarton's letter to Commodore Hood, dated on board the 
^hooner Starti May 24, 1803. 

M m 
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ny, for which they so justly suffered ia the mother- 
country, where would they have met the reward due to 
their ci^iiiies ? 

^^ By the proclamation before us, it will appear that 

. all laws, regulations, and ordinances hitherto published 

foratmingand embodying a militia within this Colony, 

are to be considered as being still in full force and effect.*' 

The militia, as this proclamation now terms it, is most- 
ly composed of young men, who are clerks, or literally 
speaking, dmdges in different stores. The majority of 
these dmdges, are indented betbre they leave their na- 
tive cotrntry, for tl\ree or four years, foE a salary from an 
hundred lo two hundred dollars per annum 5 one hundred 
dollars at ieait must b^ expended aniiu^lly, in the neces- 
.sary clothing, &c. for this militia, §0 that the poor clerk 
Vho toils for a small pittance, in a precarious climate, 
from Monday mprning to Saturday, night, is obliged on 
Smiday morning, to attend three hours in a broiling sun, 
40 militia duties, and> after that, instead of going to 
-church, to p6jform- bis religious oties, he is obliged to 
attend store the rest of the day ; therefore, his situation 
in thife instance is not preferable to that of the field 
negro, wlio is allowed to rest on Sunday. The militia 
legulations are extremely partial. Those who have the 
most property at sttike, are shamefully excused from its 
burthens ; — -independent of that, I know several gentle- 
men, who, I am informed, have been residing for more 
than twelve months in the Colony, and have not yet been 
required to join it ; consequently my case iaboth partial 
and oppressive, which will be seen by the following let- 
ter, addressed to me^ by Mr. McDonald, whom I menti- 
oned in the beginning of this letter,* This gentleman 

* Vide pagfe 249. 
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arrived from Tortola, about a month ago on some busi- 
ness, and, refusing to join the volunteer corps, he was 
arrested and taken before the junior commissioners. — 
Being anxious to learn the result of his examination, I 
wrote a note to him, and he politely favoured me with 
an answer, which my servant brought concealed like a 
quid of tobacco in his mouth. 

. « Dbar Sir, <« Port ^Spaim, ivb April, isos. 

*' You may rest assured your happiness b dear to me, and that I 
am truly interested in your welfitre. You ask me how I got clear ? 
After various ioterrogitories, (too many to be enumerated) and de- 
picting the infamous conduct of the fellow* who endeavoured to vi- 
lify my character, in the eye of the community i I was acquitted, and 
allowed to return home. There was no i^iunction whatever laid 
on me to attend the militia duty, which is a demonstrative proof, that 
you ai« not oppressed on that account. Your oppressive sufferings 
must be attributed to some latent cause, known only to themselves. 
It is well understood, that you are an eye-sore to them, and the bare 
idea of havingtheir conduct exposed to the world, is probably the rea- 
son of their shutting you up in a noxious duogeoQ» to prevent you 
from obtaining information relative to their proceedings. There is a 
forcible remark in the Literary Magazine and British Review of Jan. 
1789, which I hope you will strictly attend to, when you are liberat- 
ed ; i. f . ** that illustrious villains ought to be effaced from the 
annals of nations, did not a faithful picture of their crimes render 
them more odious. Writers who have deigned to employ their ta- 
lents in exposing the depravity of monsters, have, perhapi contribut- 
ed no less to the happin^s of mankind, than thpse who have exhi- 
bited only their virtues. 

** In stepping forth the advocate of the itgured and oppressed in- 
habitants of this Colony, and exposing yourself to perils for their 
sake, w^l be ultimately a source of satisfaction, 

I ara, &c.** 

* The fellow here alluded to is Stephens, already mentioned.— 
The evening preceding our arrest, this drunken blackguard came 
into a room where Mr* M'Donald was sitting with some gentlemen, 
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SEVJEI^ra DAY OJF MT CAPTIVITY. 

I expected to have been yele^rsed yesterday, accordii^ 
to Mr. Secretary Woodyear's letter, the reasoa.why I am 
not is, that the American Captain will not take me unless 
he is well paid, ■'• ' ^ 

In the beginning pf ^hese Ietl;ers^ J ncttiQc^d tl^e popiu- 
lation of the Colony^ mthen i^^^^fi^ cQa^uei:edl i^ th^ ye^ 
1 797* Last February, the cenaus^ as extracted firom tlie 
reports of the Gommissaries of population were-as follows: 

WHITE PEOPLE. 

English . .' . . , ms 
Spanish • . . . . . 505 
French . . > . . 1^93 

FRBE CO1.OI;RS0 PBOPLiL. 

English ..... 599 
Spanish .. .' . . • 1,751 ' ' 
PrencJi ' *' ' , . . .2,925. * 

. '. ... ' . 5^75, ■.* 

Negroea . . •....• . • 2Q,464»> 

Total ?.8/}00 



' In the course* of ^ix; '.years the pc^poktion inoreascd 
about eleven thousand ; hut rrtdependentof this increase, 
it is well known, that Picton's cruelty in executing with- 
in M*Kay*s tavern, and began to traduce Mrs. Fuflarton's character. 
After taking indecent liberties with others of the Golone!*« family^ 
Mr. McDonald took him by the noscj' arid kicked him out -of ^ 
bouse. 
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out trials the Spanish peon, Celestino, frightened aw^y 
many hundreds of that most useful class of labourers, 

vhich of course is a serious loss to the Colony. 

Th^re cannot be a greater instance 6f his malignant bar- 
barity recorded, than the seizure of Madame Delzin 
and her helpless family, who were brought from tfaeir 
residence on the Spanish Mam to this Island. It is 
shocking to relate, that they were put on board a leaky 
vessel, which sunk in the Gttlf, and all perished. 

He ordered one of the plundering detachments, wluch 
were frequently sent to the MaiH, to seize Estevan Du* 
bois, a Spaniard ; — accordingly, he was brought to tliis 
Bastille, and continued an inhabitant of it eighteen 
months ; at the end of that time he was sent to England. 

It would be on endless task to investigate the whole of 
his atrocities, even if I were permitted. I think I liave 
held up his tyranny as an object of detestation. If I have, 
not formed a new weapon against vice and despotism, I 
have at least so fat done my duty with one which has often 
fought the battles of impiety and profaneness. I hope I 
shall soon have it in my power to drag him forth before 
the public tribunal, arrayed in his blood-stained robes ; 
and though he has arrived at such a maturity of vice and 
cruelty, as vrholly to disregard the displeasure of hea- 
ven^ y^ he i$ aware he cannot escape the notice of 
men, which is now his greatest torment« 

In the GOiurse of this morning, three negroes were 
most cruelly flogged. One of them, whom Vallot.did 
not like, he was instigated through wantonness, to put a 
quantity of salt and vinegar on the excoriated parts^and 
liien cover it with dust. 
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EIGHTH DAT OF MY CAPTIVITT. 

Aboat eleven o'clock, n, m., four alguazils entered vay 
cell, and informed me tliey had orders to conduct ^e to 
the Mole. When we got there, we met the harbour- 
master, to whom I was given in custody. 

He went with me to my formfer lodgings to get my^ 
tnmks, and about one o'clock I was taken on board an 
American schooner, bound ioSew York) At my lodg- 
ings I met a gentleman, who informed me that Cbmmis- 
sioners Picton and Hood, and their panders^ were indus- 
triously circulating a report that I had been banished 
before from Halifax^ Nova Scotia. 1 told the gentleman 
I was not surprised at bearing any thing, however false , 
and scandalous, which came from the commissioners, at 
the same time I assured him, that the >eport was an in- 
vention of their own, and therefore totally false. 

I have now, my dear Sir, brought this unexampled 
recital to a conclusion, and anticipate the anxiety yoa 
w*ill feel at such unlieard of oppressions being directed 
against me. I know thit you will, as it were, accompany 
me through the different gradations o£ mysufferiags, 
and, by sympathy, feel the various perturbations that, 
many would feel under the like circumstances ; but to 
obviate these unpleasant sensations which your partiality: 
may excite, 1 will candidly acknowledge, that all the. 
vindictive malice, all the tyrannic conduct, all the Aaii*j 
Uur of self-elected consequence, (I mtmt so fav as direutr 
ed towards me), never operated on my feelings, so as to 
deprive me of that internal quiet which oppressed inno- 
cence may, by the aid of reflection, always experience. 
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On this.occasion^ as on many others^ I am thankfal for 
that fortitude and energy of mind which has enabled me 
so often to baffle what the \^ orld may term affliction. I 
will confess to you still more. While I was in this in- 
stance, as it were, singled out like a deer from the herd, 
I ever felt ihc glow of cooscions innocence, and con- 
templated with ardpur that happy period when some 
fortuitous combination of circumstances, would enable 
me to develope to the world the crimes of tyrants, 
who, availing themselves of an appointment originally 
given for the best of purposes, perverted it to the worst, 
and, who so far disgraced their authority by acting like a 
Bashaw of Tripoli, a representative of the Grand Seig- 
nior, not like colonial Governors, emanating from the 
bounty of a merciful and beneficent Sovereign. 1 shall 
not tresspass further on your patience, except to re- 
mark, that these facts being bunded to you, will tend to 
disclose to my fcUow-snbjects in Great Britain, that 
however happy they may be, however much they may 
pride themselves in being the first subjects in the world, 
in being situated u^der the inAueqcc of an impartial go^ 
yerf^enJt, that is ever rekty to punish those who dare 
oppress them, I say,^ S'v^ it will make them acquainted 
Jiow far tyraiiny may be exercised by one fellow-subject 
over another, at this remote distance from the fountain- 
head of redreijs* 

Fak. 
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JLETTEB XVIII^ 



JlU^fithqr drriiKs i> N^w York, ««d n-dssum^s an /a'a^ 

-^; toriculMetail ojyth^ 4£mn ofTm^Aad—Proclaf^a-- 

iioH,/ifthe 27th of JprU--^lndi^Hant Conduct of Bri- 

gadier-General Fictou — Commodore Hodd^i Departure 

--^(^rd^rs iuued to seize and detain Colonel FuUarton — 

;. Emp^rgq — Colonel FMUartdh's Proceedings at Barba- 

j 4p^ — ^4^ extraordinary jidmetiisement-^Disipatches 

., from Lord Hqbart, defining the Powers vested in the 

r . First Commissioner — The Qolonel returns to Trinidad— r 

. The Brig/adier's : Conduct dn that Occasion — Colonel 

., ^^uUartgn's P^oclaniation^-^Brigadier^GcneralPicto^ 

[:4upersfidfd, and takes a French .leave cf the Colonyj 

.,- and is addressed by^iAh* P.andersy togethen with his 

y jinswer — The Joif ofihei. Xnhabitants-^Proceedings of 

the Colanel till Msfiml Departure for^ England, a^id 

tks affectionate Testimonials of the British Inkabitmr^ 



' Hew YoiE, wfMf«tf/, 1803. 

I>£AR SIR, 

V/N the )8th of April last, I was batiish^^ 
from the island of Trinidad, by order of Commissioners 
Picton and Hood^ and arrived here on board the 
schooner Almira^ Capt. Kingsland, on the 19th of May^ 
in an ill state of health ; but I am now, thank God, so 
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far recovered as to he able to continue the historical 
transactions of that Island^ according to the information 
I have received^ On the parage, Capt. Kingiland in« 
formed me^ that he at first refused to take me^ but after 
a abort time spent in negociation^ and a compliment of 
seven hundred dollars, reluctance vanished. The reason 
why, in all probability, they were so anxious for my going 
in this vessel was, because part of her crew were sick of 
the yellow fever ; and one gentleman, who was returning 
to New rorfc> actually died on board. By the active 
measures which the commissioners adopted, it seems 
reasonable to suppose that they calculated either on my 
death or the total ruin of my health. However, they 
have been disappointed ; and I hope some time or other 
to appear in judgment against them. 

After I was banished, the reign of terror continued, 
together with illegal imprisonments and mutilations; 
and many who were thought capable of giving evidence 
against the Brigadier, were illegally sent off the Island. 

Oi the fi7th of April, the following proclamation 
came before th6 public: 

"TRINIDAD. 

V^ A PROCLAMATIOlt/ \ 

^^ Bjf their XxcelUnciej Brlgafier^Oenera! Thomas Picjon <»n4 Com' 
modofe Samuel Hood» bis Majesty s domMisshners Jbr exeeutitig 
t^CfffioeqfOoHMiiort^TtiMsidfVi*''^ 

" Wh XRfi A» it now Appcm that Coknwl WiUiam FaUvtoii# Jib 
l^esty's First Corpuaissioner for this^OoveraniQa^ l^th wichdf^Wtt 
himself therefrom^ and from the duties thereof» without hia Majesty's 
leave, and without permission horn uS} or any consultation with bis 
Msgeity's Council of this Island: Wedoi therefore, by and with 

N n 
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the advice of his Majesty's said Council, hereby proclaim and de<- 
clare, that we consider and deem the said WilEani Fullarton no longer 
officiating as one of his Majesty's Commissioners in the goyemment 
oi this Island ; and we require all persons, civil and military^ to go- 
iffim themselves acccrdii^ly. 

** Given under our hands and seals, at the Cooocil^Chaoib^t at 
Pert d*£jpanaf this twenty-seventh day of April, itt the year of our 
Lord one thou§pd eight hundred and three, and in the forty-third 
year of his Majesty's reign, 

« THOMAS PICTON. 
« SAMUEL HOOD. 
^' tiyConunand of their ExceUencies, 

•* Joseph Woody ear, Secretary." 

On the f^dth, the Brigadier ordered the sentinel to be 
withdrawn from Colonel Fullarton's bouse^^nd threatened 
the people employed to fill up with earth some ravines 
made round the house to carry off the stagnated waters, 
at the some time commanding them to desist on the pain 
of being sent to prison ; and actually made a couple of 
carts^ that were employed filling up the ravines with 
earthy to be unloaded in sight of the front gaUery where 
Mrs. Fullarton and Miss M^Kay were standing, who 
were attrafcted there by his loud vociferations. 

After issuing the above proclamation, and vesting all 
powers of government solely in the hands of the Briga- 
dier, Commodore Hood sailed from Tnnidad; but, be- 
fore he sailed, he gave orders to the officer commanding 
pne of his Majesty's armed brigs in the Guff of JParia^ 
to obey such instructions, as he might receive from the 
Brigadier, who, accordingly, gave orders to seize the 
schooner Start, whenever she arrived, and detain Colonel • 
Fullarton prisoner. An embargo was laid oh all vessels 
in the port, garrison and militia orders, together with 
Qiie for martial law, were even issued and to be in force on 
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the firing of three guns. At this time it was expected, 
that, after the Colonel had surveyed the Island he would 
return to Port of Spain, and therefore it was understood, 
that all these orders were contrived for the purpose of 
arresting and detaining him, but in this the Brigadier's 
views were frustrated ; for the Colonel, inste&d of an- 
choring at Port of Spain, and proceeding by violent 
measures to re-assume the government, sailed from Point 
Jcaque, across the Gulf of Paria, directly for Barbadoef, 
where he reteived dispatches from Lord Hobart, darted 
the C.]d of April, expressing, that the King had been 
graciously pleased to accept of the Brigadier's resignati- 
on, approving of the first commissioner's arrangements, 
for the establishment and benefit of white settlers, and 
defining the powers and authorities vested in the first 
commissioner. The Colonel also received notice of the 
following extraordinary adveitiscment respecting the 
criminal record*. 



" ADVERTISEMENT. 

" Whereas it appears that Thirty-Six Criminal Procesaet, inort- 
ftinal, have been illegally removed from the office of Record of the 
Public Scrivener Don Francisco de Castro, (who had been in coDBe- 
quence confined and suspended,) and notwithstanding every endea* 
▼our to discover the same, no satisfactory information has been 
obtained i— And it being of tiie utmost importance to the community 
to recover those papers, Putiir Notice is hereby given, that a reward 
Df Onb Hundred Dollars will be paid to the person or persons^ 
who will deliver us, or either of us, the said Thirty-six original Cri- 
minal Processes, or give such information as will lead to a discovery 
thereof; and if any person or persons are hereafter convicted of 
having concealed the same, after this notice, he or they will be pro» 
aecuttd according to hiw. 



" Port Esjtana, 
^^ l(^th of Jpr'iU 1803. 



\ 



« JOHN BLACK. 

" NiaiOLAs SAINT fe;» 



I 



I 
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The moment ib^e Colbael received Lord Hobart's dis- 
fmtches, be commuQicated the contents to General 
Grinfield, saying, that in the event of the Brigadier off 
fering any r<esistance on his return to the seat pf govern- 
ment^ he was determined not to hazard the tranquility 
of the Cpbny, by enforcing a landing, and therefore, 
should leave the question of such resistance to be adjust- 
led by General Grinfield, as a mere point of military 
power and ag|;ression% 

On the 1st of June he left Bridgetown^ and afber sail*;' 
pg rbiand the eastern side of Trinidad^ and inspecting 
the diflereut settlepaents in the vicinity of Port Icaque, 
Port de la Bra, N/zparime^ and Petit liourg, he arrived 
^t Port of Spain on the 6th, under the immediate pro- 
tection of Captain Columbine, pf his Majesty's ship 
Ulysses. Jt is an absolute fact, however incredible it 
jne^y appear, that Brigadier-General Picton made mili- 
tary arrangements to attack and resist the landing of hi^ 
Majesty's first commissioner, and orders were issued for 
the distribution of the tipops, ball*cartrkl^es, and amr 
munition were preparjed*. The sentinel? on the Mole, 
^tnd other pljaces, were directed to slop and examine all 
%oats whatever, and to resist the landing of the first com- 
linissioner ; — ^and they even went so far as tp endeavour 
to stop and exanune the boats belonging to his Mayesty'* 
ship Ulysses; ai^d what is still n^re remarkable, Mfsv 
f uUiM^tcMi wras iiader the neee^ity of putting herself tin- 
der the protection of Captain Columbine, when she vi-* 
^ited the Colonel on board the schooner Start. 

The enraged Brigadier sent a letter with Brigade- 
Major Pitman to tjie ColonpU signifying his determina- 
tion tp resist him if he attempted tp land, and like- 
jvise inclosed a copy of the proclamation of the 27th of 

♦ Vide Appendix, Nq. . 
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April, together with copiei of the tmiuitet o( tamxd], of 
the ^ and 6th of June. 

The gutmer at the sea-ft)rt> on being ititeifogatfed by 
the harbour-master, regarding the obedience o^ his 
orders, to fire on the Colonel, replied, that he mniit of 
course obey his orders^ else suffer ; yet, at the same time. 
Ill's high esteem for the Colonel, would indtiot him to 
fire over his bead if he came ashore. 

On the 9th of June, Colonel Fullarton addressed a 
letter to the Brigadier, inclosing the following procla- 
mation, contradicting the mis-statements in the one of 
the 27th of April. 

V TRINIDADi 10Ch Jvme, 1I0». 

•* A PROCLAMATION, 

** JGjy WiLttAW FuLiARTON, bis Majestfj First Commijjioner fir 
executing the ^Jfice 6f Governor of Trinidad. 

** Whirb^i Qntbe tTthof A^t ProQlamation was issood, sign* 
ei Thomas PictoQ, Samuel Hoodi stafung, that tke first Commisi» 
ooer for this Oovemn^ot, had witbdrawa himself therefixmif $ad, 
from the duties thereofi without his Migesty's leavei aitd withovt 
permtsaioQ fix^m the i^ Thoma Picton and Samuel Hood, er any 
consultation with his Mtgesiy^s Cousicil <t this hknd r^here£>f^ 
by and with the advice of his Mfljescy's said Conaetl, pfoctoimtiig 
and dechuing,aa the vamoof the jtoior CommtssiOMTs, tbitthef 
considered the said WilUaia FuUaiton ao longer (^oiafcing as one ei 
bis Msgesty's Commissioners in the gorerninent of this Ithod, mi 
jie^uiriog all persQns, ciyilaad ^tary, to govern thtnueltes ac» 
cordingly. 

** I^Tow his Jif^Hty'sloyaisttfajeols am hereby iiifbrmed,ihattte 
said ProcbBuation of the 87th of Aptil, comnns a dMtt irtohmon of 
the King's authority, and tends to excite the iHhabkants of this hh 
land to dbobfdtence and ninnecnon. That the first Commissioner 
never did withdiaw from his duty, nor act without the King's leave; 
on the contrary he proceeded on a survey and other mattersi neces- 
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'«ary to eoaUe him to falfil the dbjecH specified by his Majesty's 
commands. On the isth of Mairchf he stated to the jonior Com- 
musionersy in writiDg» the public objects which would require his 
temporary absence from the Por/of Spam; — and on the 24th of 
March, he laid the communication in question before his Majesty's 
Counc3» who never intimated to him any objection on this subject. 

** It it flnther notified* that a dispatch, dated the 2sd of April, 
has been received from the R^t HonouraUe Lord Hobart, his Ma- 
jesty's principal Secretary of State for the Cobnial Department, in- 
timating that Brigadier-General Picton, having applied to be relieved 
from the duties of a Commissioner, his Majesty had been graciously 
pleased to acquiese in Jhis request. 

*^ And with a view of providing as much as possible against any 
misconception of the powers of the respective Commissioners, his 
Lordship had his Majesty's commands to signify to them, tl^ it 
was hb pleasure that the conunand of the militia should be held 
solely by Mr. Fullarton, In like manner as it is held by the several 
governors in the fTejt Imdksi and that as firft Commissioner, Mr. 
Fullarton should represent the executive government in the intervals 
between the meetings of the Commissionen in Council, but subject 
to the controul of the majority, and making the opinions of such ma- 
jority, duly recorded upon the minutes of Council, the rule of his 
conduct. All orders that might be issued in the intervals between 
the meetings of Council, and for the promulgation of which, the 
public Siecretary might not aheady have received instructions, were 
to proceed from the first Commissioner, and must be respected in the 
same manner as if they proceeded from the hoard of Commissioners, 
until they should be revoked by their authorfty. And if it fhould at 
any dme happen that the military Commissioner should be absent 
from the Island, and that no other general officer should at the time 
be employed upon the staff of ^ Island, whenever such a case 
raig^t occur, it was his Majesty's pleasure that the military command 
should devolve on^ the first Commisaoner, in like itianner as it has 
been provided for in all his Majesty's governments in the West IndUi. 

*^ The first Ccmmiissioner need Inrdly enjoin the dutiful and loyal 
mbjectt of THmidadf civil and military, to give due obedience to 
these orders of his Majesty. 

*• WILLIAM FULITARTON. 

** God Save the Kiijg.'* - 
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By tlVe boftile measures which the Brigadier adopled^ 
no doubt whatever remains on my roind^ that it was 
his intention^ (if the Colonel exhibited any indicatton of 
using force,) to render the Colony a scene of civil war- 
fare, and in the moment of confusion, devote to massa-^ 
ere every individu^al capable of exposing his deliaquen- 
cies ! . , -1 

The plan of this intended massacre had long beencon- 
trived^ and the sch^ne of justifying it prepared, founded 
on the unavoidable consequence of the Colonel's alleged 
violence and insanity.'*^ The numerous individuals mark- 
ed out for destruction, would be stated to have fallen a, 
sacrifice to the generous indignation of the better order 
of virtuous inhabitants, resenting the imputation thrown 
out upon the character of the *' trusty and well-beloved'^ 
Brigadier-General Picton ! 

On the 14th June, Brigadier-General Frederick Mait«' 
land^ arrived from Barbadoes, and brought Brigadier- 
General Picton the following letter from Lieutenant- 
General Grinfield. 

^ S1R9 ** Barbadoeh Jwu 12| ISOS. 

** I HAVE die honour to receive yoor letter and the minuus dt the 
Council of TrinuUuit both dated the sd instant. 

** I have long seen with the most serious concern the unfortunate 
disagreements among the gendemen composing the commission of 
,the government of Trimdad^ but I was in hopes that matters 
would have been adjusted without a reference to me^but as you and 
the Council holding the government of that Islandi during the ab- 
sence of the Commissiontrst have addressed yoursclfes to me» and 
desiring my interference! I think it ray duty to do that whidi I think 
will &lfil the intention of his Majesty ;^r have there&re directed 

* Commissioners Piaon and Hoodi in their joint letters to Lord 
Hobarty of the S4th9 ssdi of Marchi and Sd of April, charge the 
Colonel with mental derangement. 
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Sfigajkr^ytaeial Maidtnd to wtieve yon n the imBtary comaand 
qf TrwMi. wbo wiil boiefroin idb dancdwta fer Us hnimdiite 
qoikJucu 

** Give me leave at the $aroc ttnei tp i ay> that thoo^ I tbiak it 
necessary to place Brigadier-^General Maitland instead of yourself 19 
the military commaod of Trhudad^ it is not that I have the smallest 
occasion to be dissatisfied with any part of your military conduct^ 
but that at this moment I consider an officer who has not had any 
partkipaliitt in t^ existiog diftivioes ttoit suttal^ to^ 

<* As the orders of ye$tei4(^y) n-oajpty oCirindiis benovitb iado»- 
ed>. express, it is my desire tp give yOu as i|^^til9^ ^AYQ^^iflSiy 
judge necessary, for your arrangeipents* previous tQ your leaviflg 
Trinidad; you will, therefore, npt hurry yourself, either in coming 
here or going to Suropty either of which ts in your opuon. 

** I have the honour to bc^ Sjr, 
** Your very obedieif t and bumbli^ sena^ 

« To Brigadier-0^tn4 Pi<W>» Sk* HcJ!^ 

; Brigadier-Seneral^ctoti knowing it was ndt prudent 
for him to remain in me Colony a moment after he was / 
divested of his command, after taking an affecting leave 
of his darling copper- coloured Rosette, he precipitately 
edab»ckfid/'^Q board the brig Ndly/iiDd^ oover of the 
night, and immediately sailed. 

Prior to this his panders were ver^.active in procuring 
signatures to the followiug address, which was presented 
to him on the 4ih of Jqne ; and out of sij^ hwjidriedj^ttd/ 
sixtyr%ee ^r^gli&b ift^atit^t^ ip .tb^,.GaJiQiyutortyi?©igk** 
poly ^igo^i it> wJbich k atcwH«. A oonifiiifiiiigvyrodf of tjie 
litiie ^eiieein ill wliich 4h«y bo)d biinu 



Z^M8.] SYCOPHANTIC ADDRESS^ 28C> 



'' To Ms ExccIUnct/Brigadier-Generdnnouxs PiCTdN, 
one 0/ the Comm'miontrs for executing the ^Jjice of 
Governor of the Island q/* Trinidad. 

^* THE AO0RBS9 Of THB rRIMCtPAL fROI^RItTORS AND INRABI* 
TANTS OF THt SAID ISLAND^ 

' ** Wb whos<f nimt ard undersigned, owners of real property, and 
pnncipal residents of Trinldadi penetrated with sentiments of vene- 
ration and respect, beg leave to approach your Excellency, with our 
warmest acknowledgments, for the wise, eqticable, ai^d successful 
measures which ha^ so long and Sd eminently marked the adminis- 
tration of your government*, in situations of the most extraordinary 
difficulty that could possibly odcur in a West India settlement. 

•* In a conquered Colony, possessing the seeds of ^nterbr insur- 
rcction and insubordination f ^menaced, and even preparations made 
for attack, from the enemies of the British empire without-— destitute 
of ships of war to guard the xoast— fortresses to withstand assault, 
and at times with a very inconsiderable garrison, you stood undis- 
mayed— preserved tranquillity and order, and inspired his Msgesty^s 
loyal subjects with the stroilgedt Confidence — your vigilance, your 
vigour, and your activity supplied the want of physical forces, and 
you obtained, from your enemies, tlie greatest eulogium that can be bes- 
towed upon a military chief— a proclamation setting a price 
UPON YOUR hbad:|: — for they were well convinced' that while you 

. ♦ 1*he sycophartts who sighed tliis addi^ess ought to have pointed 
out distinctly the **-nvbtlom and mtity of hh success ftd measures** 
For my own part, I am at a great liiss to comprehend the equity of 
torturing helpless women and children, mutilating,* hanging, and burn^ 
ing several unfortunate creatures, under suspicion of holding converse 
>vith the Devii, and dispensing with legal forms to satiate his revenge* 

' t This is totally iilse ; tutd I defy his whole host of panders to 
point out one solitary instance in support of their assertion I 

X This proclamation, by the Oovemor*Oeneral of the Girra«tf/« 
originated trom the Brigadier's frequent attempts to corrupt the inha- 
bitanu of the Maioy whom he afterwards desertedi and. left taChe 
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lived, and governed Trinidad^ but faint hopes could be entertained 
of its being recovered by the combined enemies of Great Brinun* 

** To the gracious Sovereign who sways the British empire, the 
most heartfelt gratitude isdue, nol only for the great benefits we en« 
joy under his most mild and auspicioiis reign, bu€ lor hi» cooti&tdng 
your Excellency in the exercise of your military functicMMi and as 
one of the CommissioQ for the gj^envnent of- ^jnMWi. aod in 
order to manifest more explicitly to hi» royal iFtew, and to the world 
at large, our affectionate regard for your Excellency (to whose 

ENERGY WB OWE, UNIMEX OOD, 0U& LIVES AKD PRQPXftTas), 

We beg kave jle^spectfui^ly, to reque&t tbstt you will do us the 
bc^or to accept ^ SWORI>» which we have ordered forthwith to be 
prepared in London f. and we most fervently pray the Almighty Disr 
poser of all events* to give your Excellency bng life to wear it, and 
we doubt not of t^e honour with which you will wield it, when called 
upon, to act| as a General OfScer, in the Service of your King and 
Country- 

" Trinidad f 28th April, 180S." 

^' To this address his Excellency, with his feelings 
evidently cbnsiderably affected^ by this conspicuous and 
unsought testimony of affection and esteem, majde thie 
following reply * it- 

** Trinidad, y«w 4, I80?. 

** My success in preserving the Sovereignty and tranquillity of this 
important Colooy^^during dangerous and critical timeSy with the very 
inconsiderable force entrusted to my cpmoiand, is to be^tributed to 
the general and steady co*op^atioi|i of the ^^^rietois at toge» whose 
zpsH snd activity, on ail trying oii^qifjonsb sfn^it i»y . wanpeit a^dnMm* 
l^dgm^ts. 

mcst:y>of thekofiendedgotrenmient, wIbo piitma&yof themtod^th. 
A copy of this procbtmation came to the Brigadier's handsj which l^e 
jxnmed and circulated^ thinking it would add to his military £ame. 
■ . * Vide the Tritiddi^WedLtf Couiant £stteordioar^ of iftc ich 
••fJane, I910U . ...... 



Lef. 18.] COL. FULtA»TOK's ftETUBN. ^91 

^< You» geotlemefty who penODilly wiiMMtd die difficnkiei I )m4 
to struggle withy from the commencemeDt» throughout the whole 
period of my extended command, are alone capable of justly appre* 
ciating the merits of my administration. 

** I accept the Sword you have done me the honor of votbg» u 
a public testimony of yoor opinion^ much enhaooed ^ tlM time end 
handsome manner of its deekratioB. 

*' I have the honor to bet 

" OBMTLtMBN, 

^ Your very faithful and devoted humble SemQt» 

" THOMAS PICTON. 

•* To the Gentlemen of the Committee, 
** for presenting an Address to firigadier-Oeneral Picton.'^ 

Another address was presented by his panders^ to nonA 
to his Majesty, requesting that his resignation would pot 
be accepted. A copy of which I am sorry was not traos- 
jnitted to me. 

Colonel Fullarton landed on the }7th of June^ from 
his Majesty's ship Ulyises> accompanied by Capt(Ma 
Columbine. All the ve»ds in the port voluntarily lK>isi» 
ed their colours^ es^cept the one cominauded by Captain 
Komaine^ who was undetithe influence of Mr. Gloqter. 

On the Colonel landing at the Mok, he wiis recQited 
in the most gratifying mani^r by all descriptions qf 
inliabitants^ botli civil and military^ excepting ten mem** 
bet^ of tlie lllustiuous .Cabildo^ lotd four members of th^ 
oouQcil^ with the rest of the infamous wretches devoted 
to Picton and his sanguinary measures. In Kin^-street 
the militia corps were drawn up, when the Colonel wai 
received with presented arms^ saluted by the officers as he 
passed along^ and escorted to government-house bj a 
'detachment of regulars and "the light infantry. .It was 
^vith tnuch difficulty that the inhabhunts were restrained 
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ffom-ttemonstratin^ their joy by a general illummation^ 
which would have been very dangerous in a town en- 
tirely built with wood. 

; The Coloners first object wa? tp summon tb<B mem- 
beirs iof the oopjicil on the £Oth. Sqme of tb^rn whp 
had been steady friends to Picton, refused to act, and. 
signified their rea^on^ in . ivrjting. Woodyear, that 
wretched tool, tendered his resignation 5 though he prov- 
ed unqualified and unworthy tp fill the iropp^tant situ- 
ation of public secretary, yet as he had been re-instated 
by Lord Hobart's order of the CGd of April, the Colonel 
declined o^cepting it. 

A new council was immediately formed, consisting of 
men much more respectable than that which composed 
the old one, an4 mor^ distinguished for their principles 
ef moderation. 

Soon after this. Colonel Fullarlpn received a lettec 
from Lord Hobart, communicating the declaration of 
hostilities with France. The Island was instantly put into 
a formidable state of defence ; but amidst the hurry and 
anxiety attending on these active duties, the Colonel was 
not unmipdful of promoting an inquiry respecting the 
natural history of the western hemisphere. 

In conjuction with ,Dr. Anderson of St. Vincent, IVfr. 
Vargas*, and other scientific men, he prepared the plan 
of a society, the object of which was to diffuse a spirit of 
inquiry, and collect information relative, to the various 
ol^ects not only connected with natural history, minem? 
l^^gy^ but chemical researches, and agricultural improve- 
ments in Trinidad, with corresponding members in all 

t Mr. Vargas is a gentleman possessed of great practical ficquire- 
snentS} general science, and deep legal knowledge ; having been secre«* 
tary to three viceroys in the new kingdom of Grenada, at Santa Ff 
diBagota. 
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parts of South America, and the West India Islands. I 
am sorry to s6y that this plan will fall to the ground^ as 
the Colonel is re^called^ and his successor has no taste 
for such laborious pursuits. 

On the 27th of June^ Colonel Fitllarton visited the 
Wustrioiu Cabildo, and demanded a sight of their pro*' 
ceedings during his absence from the Colony^ which was 
reluctantly granted. 

• He found that this infamous body of disgraceful mis- 
cteants^ had recorded a mass of calumnies and false- 
hood against him, unequalled in the recorded transactions 
of any government, which they fabricated and transmitted 
to Lord Hobart, with a view of repelling the criminal 
accusation and imputations against the Brigadier^ and 
saving him, if possible, from the vengeance of the laws 
of England, which he so often reprobated and insulted. 

In the mean time, the Colonel received letters from 
England i informing him that his Majesty's ministers had 
resolved to direct a judicial investigation of the charges 
against the Brigadier, who must be obliged to return to 
England for that purpose. As soon, therefore, as the 
Colonel had arranged the internal regulations of the 
government, and put the defence of the Island in a res- 
pectable degree of forwardness, he proceeded to refute 
by evidence, the falsehoods which had been industrious- 
ly fabricated against him. He obtained, by Mr. Wood- 
year's examination, a complete and specific refutation of 
the whole of what that disgraceful mortal asserted ; who, 
it seems, corresponded privately with one of his Majes- 
ty's ministers, to whom he transmitted his fabrications. 

Whilst the Colonel had Messrs. Black and St. P6 
under examination, Brigadier-General Hyslop arrived, 
which unfortunately prevented him from any further iu- 
vestigaliQU of this subject. 
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The Cobnd neceiTed Bngadier-Oeneial Hyslop on 
his laocling with erery mark of respect^ who delirered a 
latter from Lord Uobart, dated the fiOtb x>f May^ the 
contents of which the Colooel cQBEiniuiucsted to his 
suoceisQr amd the CouncU. Next day psepai^tions w^e 
made for i^eeiving the aeir Governor publicly, and hia 
own depiLit^re, wbk^ took pl#ce on the ao<}i of July. 

I shall now close this historical detiul with the 
following address to the Colonel, which will prove» 
beyond a dolibt, the high distinction iu whiqh )ie was 
bdd by a very great majority of the Bi;ili$h inhabkants 
and othere : it is certainly the 9tr<>ngeiit panegyric on 
hia^meritorious conduot. The first addms is signed by 
two hundred Enghahmen of re3pectability, while the one 
that was presented to 3rigadier-Qeneral Picton, on the 
the 4th of J une, is signed by about &fyy, most of whom 
are implicated in the crimes alkdged against him, and 
the rest, indepetident of being unconseious erf any public 
virtue, are dependents, and kaguied together to screen 
their chief from justice. 

Address to Cdcmel FvlUtrttM. 

« To hjis Excellency Colonel William Fullarton, his Majestfs 
Firit Commusioner for exectalng the office of Governor in Trinidad. 

«* MAY IT PLEAS3B YOUR BXCILLENCY> 

<< We, the undersigned M^chants, Fla&tersi and 4)i^erS) iniiftbi- 
tants ofTrimdadf b^ leave to asaire y<mr Excellency of o«r im* 
feigned esteem, afiectioa, and c<»ifideoce. 

<< We feel, in the lag^t degree, sensible of the paternal solid? 
tude of our gracious Sovereign, in appointing, as first Commissioner 
of this Island, a naan whose talentSi integrity, and honor have been 
80 often and so highly tried and approved ; and lament exceeding^t 
that we have so long been deprived of your Excellency's preseoee 
amongst us> by an opposition as extraordinary and onexpected^ aad 
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we coDOeive it to be unjust^ uafX«mpled».anQd improper. We oum 
to your Excellency our digapproUtioo oi the Proclamation dattfd 
*^ Trii$Ulmtf April 9itb/* as repugnant to justice, and inimical to the 
peace and wtlfinre of the Colony, and of the resolution of Brigadier- 
General Pictoni and his Mtueaty^s ComiciH of the 6th of Jnne» as a 
direct tiolarion of his Miyesty's command, communicated by Lord 
Hobart's letter of April ssd. 

« Wc beg to ex(iress to your Excellency our full conviction that 
your Excellency is, in every respect, worthy of the higli trust reposed 
in you by his Majesty, and our confident hope of soon seeing the 
Colony flourish under your wise, prudent, and conciliating meuures, 
as sole Oovemor, and in the administratioa of the equitable and ad- 
miraUe-syiiem of British juriiprudence. ^ 

** We feel it our duty to declare our admiration of the prudent 
and wise measure of your £xcellency> in pursuing, at the moment 
you chose tor that purpose, those objects of his Mt^esty's comrois- 
tiofti which could effectually be carried on at a distance from Port of 
Spaifit and assure your Excellency of our belief, that this conduct 
contributed most ceruinly and efficiently to the tranquillity which 
thia Colony has continued to ei^oy. 

•* We have the most perfect conviction that your Excellency's 
government in Trinidad^ will afford comfort and conciliation to all 
around yott» and th^it your well-known disposition will speedily heal 
all differences which may, unhappily, have appeared amongst us ; 
and beg to assure your Excellency that you will receive every sup- 
port and aieittance which may become loyal British saljects, from 
the undersigned» who are happy in this opportunity of declaring, in 
this plain tmuineir, oiir warm re|^ and esteem for your Excellency's 
character and person. 



^» Jamet Rigby . 
A«E.Crookshank 
N. Lynch 
J. Montgomerie 
Thomas Paull 
W.Brown 
Thomas Smith 
G. FitzwiUiam 
Philip Canmi 
W, Patterson 



A. Wathersoa 
Jasper Lyon 
John Wilson 
George Dickson 
William Dickson 
James Fisher 
John Foulk 
Jlobert.Bryce 
George Barclay 
William BaU 



David Park 
Thomas Kenny 
James Perry 
John Criric 
W. Findlay 
Stephen Judkin 
Robert Burn^ 
W.M*KenmJun^ 
John Timbeiil 
W.Carr 
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F. M«Namara 
W.Belk 
Joseph Timbrill 
John SeweU 
£» W. Bradshav 



A. Caropbeli 
Jamet Hargrove 
W. Sullivan 
A.M'Aiiley 
Simon Watt 



J.S.Rutherford»Planter Robert Doi^Ias 
W. M'Kay they. 4'Amarame 



R. B.Walker 
W. M. Brown 
Richard King 
A. Symons 
M.R Embleton 
W.Gray 
W. Lorimer 
W. Broadfoot 
Henry Warthon 
Alexander Mitchell 
George Potter 
Alexander M^ntofh 
Walter St, JohA 
W, Caldwell 
Anthony Moore 
John Mintosh 
Constantine Egan 
John Gauntlett 
R.H. Smith 
James Rose 
Johp Findlay 
Maxwell Thompson 
, John M*Kay 
Robert Gibson 
J. S. Griffiths 
Samuel Jones 
W. Grundy 
Jacob Davis 
John Rees 
Thomas Davis 
George Munro 
Charles Chapman ^ 
William Hanna 
Richard Kennedy 
W. J. Roberts 
W. Wane . 



A. Savini 
Charles D. Libttt 
Ruby Flyn 
Joseph Rivers 
David J Rivers 
John Horan 
Joseph Tait, jurt. 
John Farquharsott 
Joseph Simpson 
Lawrence Smith 
Edward Carney 
Frederick T. Lynch 
Jeffry Lynch 
Johri Sanderson 
James Taylor 
Butel St. rille 
J. B. Luez Beaupre 
John Pierre Saulger 
W.BM'Namara 
W. H. Scott 
John A. Savery 
Isaac Didcson . . 
William Proctpr 
Marc. Fransechi 
Edward Johnson 
Antoine Gardie 
Thomas G. Tyler 
Simeon Gardie 
David Sutherland 
J. V. Indave 
J. P. Mendez 
John Diggan 
Pable Glaseppi 
J. F. Williams 
George Allan 
G. S. Middleton 



Ladilan M^Bean 
James Adrian 
R.Wa^iiigton 
CoHo Adam 
F* A« Capriana 
Nicholas West 
W. Sewell 
J. T. Proby 
G. Doncaster 
Garry and Reach 
J. Campbell 
Thomas Senders 
W. Patten 
John Munro 
Peter Morrison 
R. J. Stephens 
W. Kelly 
1 homas Warwick 
E. Platts 
P. H. Leonard : 
J. Monereau 
Alexander Burn 
William Rose 
Joseph Trueman 

* William terry 
T.T.Pasea 
Thomas Higham 
johttShaw 
JohitM^Gn^ie 
Thomas Edwards 

^ J. Thopjpson 
Abram Dickson 
John Foa^ey 
Samuel Morri^ 
James Shennan 
Anthony Cfilks 
Ephraim Painter 
R. Skihner 
W. Smith 
Jame^ Bourke 
John Thatcher 
William Tohw^ - 
Thomas Edgar 



Lei. 18] toLoKfit *irLiAttTo*i*s xyswER* 297 



J. Stewart 
Da*1d M^Cowali 
Irt'.Waflter 
Patrick Casey 
JameaJiek 
•^ — M^Comie 
Jamei Andersoa 
paniel M*Intyre 
James Hafrey 
tV. Behnitig 
John Allasoii 
William Stephen^ 
Ech^d Rivera 
Bdwar d P. Wolfe 
Kindle WDotitteg 
lliomaB (Hibboiif 
Si W. Mtrtind^ 
f. Dougftarte 
— i— 'Renissoti 
Lordat 



tc Chfv. d'Audat 
W.Bofd 
Luc Mazeley 
Rene Pecheco' 
W.kewley 
^UarM'Kellei* 
Thomas Brett . 
JeanBonerit 
Tbomas Roberts 
X^gan Mitchell 
Joseph Morgan 
Antonio Mendez 
Thomas Piclcford 
B. CoftoUy 
Henry Ledthotn 
O.Redibrd 
David Dairies 
jMDetDanrie» 
Ridisrd Datie^ 
John Thatchie 



WQKamTolmte 
Thomas Edgdr 
R. Townsend 
Stephen Chamley 
J.Ratherford|8ur.OeB« 
John Smith 
John Mathuon 
Louis Grombet 
John Hallam 
Robert Hutchinsdn. 
James Johnston 
Oeorge Shevig 
James Whittaker 
Jafties Cleghora 
AnhiM' Robertson 
t^onOlayatf 
John Banks 
John Smith 
J. Hi Jacobs 
D. A. Alcab 



<* Colonel Fidlarfon's Answer. 



*^ GBMTLEl^Etly 



^* PoRt of Sfaik, JuIj iQth isoa. 



^ It is impossible for me to express» how much I am gratified by 
the testhnony of' confidence and approbation conveyed in the Ad- 
dress with which you hare honored me. 
. ** At any peH6d» I should have my public conduct highly distln- 
|;ui(hed by such a declaration^ from so respectable a body of men» 
including nearly all th(^ inhabiunts engaged in mercantile concerns^ 
and so many others possessing extensive property, and deeply inte« 
/esced in the welfare of the Colony. 

^* At the present moment, Hoiwever, adcfitional value is attached 
to the unsolicited expressions of your sentiments, from the transac- 
^ns which have occurred since my first arrival in TrkUdadf and from 
^oss mis-statements, contrived for the purpose of repelling accusa* 
tions of antecedent delit^<|uency, by new aggressions^ and of every 
•pccies of aspersion. . 
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** As.tb^ prpceediDgs to which your Address alludes, as weH ai 
many other transactions^ must una?oidably become the subject of 
public discussion.; — ^I shall only kt present express my satisfaction, 
that you^iGentlemeDy who are so well acquainted with the' local dr^ 
xmmstances of this Island, have declared your unqualified approbatr* 
on of thepnnciples on which I actefd, and of the moderation and 
conciliatory temper from which I have never deviated. 

" I have had the good fortune to experience very general and 
efficient support, in my endeavours, by gradual and progresdv^ 
means, to accelerate the growing spirit of cultivation and improve- 
ment. . 

" I shall ever feel with exultation, that during the short period ia 
which I have acted in the Government of this Island, it has fallen to 
my lot to vindicate the English naipe and character from injurious 
imputations, and to relieve the inhabitanU from a system of illegal 
violence and oppression, directly contrary to the miM, wise, and/ 
liberal poHcy enjoined by the instmctiootf of his M^esty's Ministers^ 
and the established principles of British iurfsprudence, 

** I have the honour to be, 

** With the greatest respect and estimation, ^ 

** Gentleman,' 

" Your most faithfiil and obedient servant, 

(Signed) • "• W. FULLARTON, 

«* To the Hon. Col. Rigby, and the Gentlemen 
who accompanied him with the Address.** 

^'Jddress ofthePeolile of Colour, British. 

.... ' ,' ' ^ 

:«JukE 17, 1803. 

. ■ i , ^ _ . . ■ - ^ 

" To His Excellency Colonel WiLLlAM FuiLARfON, fl/j Majfstj*i 

• Fmt Commissioner for executing the Office pf Governor of the IsJfind 

of Trinidad* ' , : ■ 1 1' 

*• We, His Majesty's loyal British subjects, the peo{^e of colour of 
Trinidad, penetrated with sentiments of respect and* veneration, beg 
l^ve toiippr6ach your Estcellency, with our -sincerest congratulati-* 
OQS on the retura of your ExceUency to your Gor^mratnt,-- - "^ »* 
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*< We humUy beg leave to jein bur tkanks and admiratton (wrth 
the other Biitish inhabitants) of the wisdom, prudence, and modern* 
tion which governed your Excelleney's conduct, on kn occasion the 
most alarmitog to all loyal subjects ;«-we deeply lamented ^He difil« 
culties your beloved Excellency Had to encounfcr, in fulfilling the 
gracious wiir of our beloved Sovereign. 'i . < / 

** tVei ai well' as the greatest part of His Majesty's natural aoA 
loyal subjectsi have regretted much^ the -indignkies offered tiyoii^ 
Excellency, but feel the greatest satis&ciio'ii that they have served to 
cast a greater lustre on your Excellency's character. 

** To the most benevolent of Sovereigns, he ^yho sways the Britiih 
Iceptre, the warmest thanks are due, not only for the wise choice he 
has made of your Excellency, but for making «H British subjecta 
think and feel that they live in a British Colony, and have a Qfitish 
Governor* 



'^ Lewis V. Le Blanc 
James Douglas 
*Oeorge Porter Frye 
Charles Grant 
'Thomas Claxton 
'George Glenny 
John Harrison 
William Dyea 
Andrew Hamilton 
Peter Amey 
T. Blandin 
Kichard Harper 
Abraham Amey 
Jofeph Amey 
Stephen Nihcll 
John Cooke, 
James Stilling 
'A. Ravene 
kichard Wilston 
Jt^nes Stewart 
Wm. Mardenbrough 
David Cuvige 
Jno. Baptiste Valmorc 
Benedict W. Cuvige 



M- Parkerson 
A. C. Jackson 
J. Johnson 

A. Audain 
Henry Krogn^an 
William Armorest 
John Birkmyre 
Richard Blaeman 
Charles Farrell, sen. 
Charles Farrell, jun. 
Wm. Clark 

Wm. M'Millan 
Wm; Corbett 

B. Huggins 

Peter Martinborough 
J. Foihe 
W. Foihe 
Charles Champion 
J. O. Brown 

C. Pycr 
J. Thibou 
J. Wctheral 
W. Delany 
b; Dwyer 



J. Hamiltoa 
J. Steel 
C. Bertie 
J. Browne 
J. Bruce 
M. Boucaut 
William Lynch 
Ebenezer Todd 
John Munro 
John Macke 
Thomas Colling 
Andrew Smitli 
Simon M'KerizIe 
Peter Dumaine 
Richard Rilon 
John Wflliams - 
John Porteus 
Joseph Mayers 
Wm. Huggins 
tt. M'Shaine 
Thomas M*Shainc 
James Allcrs 
John Allers 
Joseph WiCkham 
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S. Or Taylor 
James Browns 

Jpie^ A. Bbudio 
Wiiliam CoaUy 
jftbraham Alvaw 
<;eoi||^ RotberfiMrd 



^•Hurbirt 

J. MoTBoa 

T.Xecrett 

T«Bnoki(r 

S.H.JeiMp 

jr.TJboms 

T.C Artemt# 

T. PWpps 



Ji^nry OfBriies * 
BeDJamin Warper 
Johb ^rga|i 
PeQrjgeOay, . 
WiDuScaMiD 



'^ Answer to the Address presented to Col. fullartQVi% 
hyihe British JPjecfile (f Colour. 

*< Gbhtleme^> 

*< The Address viUi ^gi^ch you hate honoured i?ae^4ia^ cpnreyed 
to my mind the most sincere satisfactioiu 

<< From what I b^ve personally experienced dunng my re^des^ 
in this Island, I am well assured tliat tjhe sentiments of loyalty i^ 
contamS) will ever \^ zealously it^ppprt^d by your .adherence to the 
bath of allegiaace, yoluqtarily t^iken to our gracious Soverei^y 
which binds you to the strictest pt^edience to the laws, and in retuMi^ 
secures to you, upder every .^thfui Repj^eseptatiTe of ^ Kinj& 4^ 
protection and tbo^ blessings which by our happy Cons^i^utijoiu jt 
is the chief glory of a British Monargh to bestow. 

** Accept, Geqtkmcn, my best thanji^s for the Evourable mofi»^ 
^ents you ^^cpoi^ of my conduct, in the different ci)»:uunst9i0Cfp 
whi^h have ocqgiri:^ to obstnuet my e$}Fts for promoting the wel- 
fare and h<^piiiess.of all the das^ which compose this val^aUe Co- 
lony. It has been ray evjoest wish ^d endeavour to introduce the 
principles of cpnciliadon, and to afford inviolable security to the pro- 
perty and person of every individual. On the other hand, it giw 
ke the utmost saiukfiictioq to b^r this pub|ic testimony, t^ in no 
instance have X eyer found either the white or coloured populat^pn^ 
ttrimdad inclined to deviate from due order ^nd scibordinatSpn. 

'* I feel highly gratified by tlie confidence you are pleased to ex^ 
press, that in fulfilling the trust reposed m me, aU the inhaUtants ejF 
^rimdad will expedience the blessings of a British goveo^nent*-^ 
f^ere Qot this my first object; I shpuld W ill disdv^e my ^y y^ 



J 



;ihe Kmgf and o<|^^^ <J»e ?»uic andJUfaoral inatn^tioiuilf whichJut 
jM^jesty'g Ministers hoped to <|Qsure thf prosperity and improve- 
peQt of the Settleipent* 

^ Be aesttred of my cordid Mvishes for your happineiSy and my 
^am reliance»iJi«t, by a cobtinuance of yoor pwfeot loyal and <M- 
«lMiit copkhiot, you 4jrMl #vcr mik amongst the moat viduaUe aad 
jpesp^blr wHiu^ bdlpng|i)$E to the Bnti$|x donMoiefn. 
^ I have the iioaoor to be, 
*^ GaiiTLSMairf 
^ Tour faidiful and obedient senrant. 
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Ktw YoaKf Ofioher, 1803. 

&EAR SIR, 

JL HE yellow fever commenced its destruc* 
tive ravins in this place on the i7th of last July. The 
malady is understood to have been imported in the French 



* ship La Victorie, (rom Cape Francois, in the island of St\ 
* ' Domingo. The Captadn confessed that som^ of his crew 
, had he^ iU^pyetiwst to_ bis .departure, but tbe^ hai^.all 
j^ovey^ ; yet, it app^gra ,h|y. ^be eyidence of oog Kel39^ 
La. jcufitom-^iouse < offiicer> who wns .statioa^ . 6ati)pard 
while the -ved^ wa& discharging, and obsenFed faxt of 
the crew sick, that, the first person : who fell a vic- 
tim to this direful diseas^> wa& a young man of the name 
of Siftitb^ .a clerk in a store withip a few yards of tl^fe 
place where the v^el was unloading, and who was in 
habit of going on board to plague a monkey : — he was 
taken ill on the 17 th, and died in six days after. 
Part of the crew of a brig laying close along side of 
' the Victorie, died in afewdays, though they wenti|l9||}« 
country. The Victorie came from a place, where the 
malady was daily destroying considerable numbers of 
Bonaparte's blood-hounds. Though these circumstances 
were known U>the IJmtecLSUiteSyyj&ty th^ quarantine law^ 
were not enforced, which is one of the evils attending 
. all feeble inefficient go venijnent^^ ^^ ,. . . 

This pestilential matter s^ems now to be firmly fixed* 
in the United States, for it appears tp haive.been commit- 
ting its ravages, during a period of tten successive yg^rs^ 
alternately, between this place and Philadelpliia. 

Before the SOth of July, the whole pf the east side of 
the town was entirely abandoned by the ihhabitantis, wKq 
fled for shelter to the country, but still tlie malady . 
open^djin other parts towards the middle, and the num- 
ber of deaths continued to augment. Having no idea - 
th^t the disease was contagious to the extent | Jjave , 
since found, I felt no appiehension for my own per- 
sonal safety, and therefore : w^alked- out every day. A 
reverend clergymaii, wlio has oftei^i cha^^ed Jiis politipa^ 
opinion, urged his congregation^ mostly composed of 
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North Britons, to remain in town, telling them, that the 
Lord sent this calamity to punish the wicked,* for their, 
ingratitude and disobedience:; therefore it was insulting 
the Almighty if his congregation- abandoned the town, 
instead of raimining to administer coinfort to the poor 
and distressed. He enforced his argunients by telling 
them that the Almighty would protect them in the 
midsjt of danger and disease. . 

Notwithstanding all this preaching, he was one of th^ 
first who decamped, leaving his flock to take care of 
themselves in the best manner they xjould. This reve- 
rend gentlemen has often been inconsistent, for in the 
early part of the French revolutipn> he was, with many 
others in the United States^ a great admirer of the. 
blood-thirsty patriots of Prance. He even went farther ; 
he both prayed and preached for the destruction of the 
British constitution, and was, in the year 1794, a mem- 
ber of a jacobin club, of which one of the Livingston fa- 
mily was president. The object of this club was to 
proscribe, and finally to desti'oy any one in tlew YorJ^, 
who entertsiined sentiments in favor of England, For- 
tunately for many, the president died, and his infatuated 
colleagues changed their political sentiments, as well a$ 
the reverend chaplain, who had hitherto inflamed their 
minds with the idea, that mankind would never be hap* 
py while the British were masters of the sea! I now 
find him as violent against the French, as he was for- 
merly against the British, 

. In the year 1793-4, it was dangerous for* cmy loyal 
Briton to appear in the streets of a!ny of the sea-port 
towits o( America, and in frequent instances, the laws of 
hospitality have been violated in themost flagrant manner* 
Even at present, the Americans, with a few exceptions, 
bave a deep footed antipatl\y against the British ! 



4M tRAt£L# iir timiDAD. {Lit. iff. 

I mM ytnikbsg com daf inPearinftreet^i socte after the 
. 3^Ik># fer^ Mifom^ a fonaidable a^peot^ wlresi I ob^ 
mcred a gfoittd AwRd person kyiag in one of tfae 
AamUea;, a»i » nsgrcr slaiidkig ck>0e by fariMr, of i^hoBl 
i ioqpatfed ittio die pe^rsoa was^ and tbe reasmi lie w&f 
laying tber6r« Tte nej^o i«p&ed liiat he war a stontog^,* 
ftom Firgimaf and had been in town but ktsw days 
before he was taken sick ; tbett \te been turned out of his' 
iadging the preoediog angfaty 6hi vras oUigetf tor fiake 
riidler in the market^ beeaose be could not find a hdttse 
to receive htm ;~bie bad red^ied bis breath a fevT 
Minate^ before^ i uppt^iMbei. In tfa^ nosin tia^y tte 
dead-oarty as they call H, oanfe p«t^ in wbicb Onrcofpoe 
was throwaf like a bmadfe of bayy and carried to Potier'^ 
field, the cott«ion^b*rial piooe, sitaaAed ahd&t si. ceaple 
^mileii from towny ii4iere btfge holeaare chsgy irirwhkdk 
the eoffins are jm>nuaea0oi}y deposited widtoat carcto 
iiy. U frequently happened^ that the kbotiren n^lected 
to eoter the coffins witb a suffieient €ftso&ty o^ eath, by 
ilrhidi Ae pvtrid effllEvm becann^ so oflfensiTe t^tbeol- 
faett>ry organs, tha^ it was idbsost nnpoasiUe t6 approacb 
die place. In addition' to this, the whar6 and slips dm th^ 
north side of the unrn are rerjr offensive, partionlarly at 
the bottom of Vesy-stiieet, where a barge bank of pntrefr- 
cjefll matter is si^^red to form, which I am sure, oannot 
Iwrih any way eonducife to tlie health of the inhabrtant?. 
' Ibf. Pringte somewhere observes, that sudi filth has 
little influence in producing pestilential diseaaes^; bat 
ctm MOtAd sappose that the putrid exhalation kota^ ifiat 
llkfa, <»»nbl^ectwitfa die efflbvia* arising froni other ca4- 
temmated matter, must be destractive in all hot cUmaXi^ 
A gtarmg iafitadoe of dds occurred hstdy in St. Dandr^k 
4 When tke French appeared off Cape FrancoUy in th* 
beginning of Fd»aary 180^^ ^negroes bnratUk(^town> 
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"which of cours6 created a great quantity of hibbish^ that 
fevmeatedi and in a shoct time emitted aa effluvia ex«- 
tremely obnoxious. The many negroes who were wan- 
tonly shot by order of Le Clerc^ weresufiered to lay and 
putrify.in the streets and otiier places about the ruinsi as 
well aa the Frenoh soldiers^ who shot themselves in the 
agony of di^appointmenti for there was nothing for them 
to plunder* ' Before the end of the months the hospitals 
whiiih had not been cotisumed in the conflagration^ were 
.very much crowded, wtth sit^k soldiers afflicted with the 
yelluw fevcr^ wbidi destroyed some tbouaandB of then 
befi>r€ the end of sbc nMiiths« 

May not the epidemicf which now prerails in this 
place^ hav)e. lis origin ia a^similar cause ? 

Some of the inhabitants^ who could not conveniently 
leave tiiei tbwa^ crowded to Greenwich Street^ on the 
north tide; bat the. fever soon manifested that no part 
was fred trom its destructive grasp, i was one day in 
-Front Stiieet : near the loiiper end i dbsei*ved the siek'* 
c4rt bebngiiig to &i&Mehospital. Having approached 
near chough on the opposite side of the street^ I heard 
a female ia' distress, saying>-*-'' For Go^s sake, do not 
take j»le. awayr^I am not illr^l haw no fetery^t ia 
^onljf a slight indisposiifon" The ruffians dragged her 
out> and kirced her into the cart. Tbey were a couple 
of Irishn^n. I asked one of them what he meant to do 
.with the young lady* He replied, — '• In troth, your 
honor, wt art only going to takt her to the hospital, thafs 
alir But then, said I, if she is not, afllbcted with the 
fever, it is extiemely cruel to treat her in this barbarous 
manner. The other replied,—*^ Thdt they must obey 
their orders, and take her away whether she had the fever 



or not:* 



<i^ 
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Upon ftirther inquiry^ I Immk tkat this, yooag UAy: 
had lately ayrrired firom brdmd with her ihther and 
mother: tbe.fbrmer had gone>i4> the haok coastry te 
purchase aferm^and proviiiei&n the reception of his- 
family;. and 1^ latter,. wfanihad .bee& for soma tiiiiie ia 
il]«healtb> d^d^ooi^aftei; be^hosbaiidV dffpurtule^^ . 
. Thia youoig iady, m^ a £ikeiga coun^y^destituta^ 
-ftiends to. Bympathise ^kh her^ took, the Ios»^ of belr^ 
another so much to heart, that, she ^ hecameimalaiuiholy.. 
She not hooiidiig ^hftce to! g^ aJftea the fever bvoke oil V 
jeeiidenul hacaitoataoa paculiapdy^diatiasBiiiig^t^i^ tha^io^ 
iHiman monsters in the houai^'wlwre she ^ b^e4^ tnUte^ 
^o^get rid.ti£bermany wij^ infocttiaii^the Hi^altht^ 
mittee that she hiidc Uie fever^^andbf qoosseuRdoaaiia^ 
idl^^ggjedi^way^nifhoot tiai»i' legist: ceremoBn^dt^ddseacy*. 
t Dm'iQg.ny:.ti^d^ sn..ther UjtiiBd SiaU9,4i hn.^^%%^ 
.1k9Q;ni^i^iQstancos:Q£±h6 e^treoaie waht 6f ^hsditjr in ihe^ 
jj^j^tjd}tktm<ma\xyu.rjLe/\J^^ »«t;th«refor«^ 

.Qfifi^Qj^'^. $i^^ia endued/ wi^thoaa giidlilcfe ^^sentU 
^ei^ta^ em^^^fytg frock, thj^cdiokat^ if «fajri3t;g0ii%ic the 
lA^oes of th^^it^irie9s^ ^QBld;a8ca|x^»<^vetti^fi&dmg&^o£ 
'acrogoj[lJiJi^^ v'laioedXot'-g^cfujjdK^rt^^ ijilacete. 
;$rQve..t(^:^I^tkig^y;,aa4^^^^? ]saflaa£^p£4ts-)»eii^% 

j)^f^cp|^i]9^>9^p^erly.t{ieahm who 

<<f9]^l|)f]^ ^^poiMkal^ toi^ddt^iofi thk dtatd>iiKi«&thtir 
-^nstjl^^tifln^lpri^tsy^cho pieaeh.igiiost: ^e christiaii^ 
^.ti^q^iR^, f^'M^x may antldpalQ^. that ■ in a sburt time 

:• . : - . . -; •.'^ i . . ;. .'. ^? ■ .' . ' .-/::.-•> i - " . 

^ * Sopn after t^is, jetter .was writte^^ th^, foljowing Bill was fcid 

before ilie iLegiskUveBoily of ^r^/«/«/ 

** Affact to amend an act^ to reduce into one^ the several acts >concenf^ 
ing Slaves y Negroes and Mulattoes* 
<* Whereas it is represented to the General Assembly, that it h^ 
a common practice in'many j3ae6^ within the commonwealth, for 
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With respect to the artsaftd seieneea little ic^ bt 
naicl; the people ia g^erd have tto ta^te^iMitl the fell 
are toe fordid to eacoumge their cultiva^n. The Ame- 
ricdns h^ast of the rapid jacreaae of the polite aals^ nf^ 
impose on the credulity of all Europe. It ib true^ there 
18 a UterarysocietJ^ in thif Qity, but it i$^ for the itiott 
part« composed of a pompous set of sprig8> aitorniei> 
their appreatice8> and clerks^ who have stated. meetings 
to smoke segars apd drink grog ; «nd, if smoking a 

SlaveS) Free Negroes and Mulatftoevy to assemble in considerable 
numbers at meeting houses^ and places of religious worship, in the 
.night> which may have a tendency to promote conspiracy and in* 
surrectioti. •" 

" Be it therefore enactedN— Thit aU meetings or assehibKes of 
Slaves, Free Negroes or Mdattoes, at any meeting-house &t houses; 
or any other i^ace or places io the nightf under any pretence what* 
every shall be deeiped and considered M on unlawiui assembly. And 
that it shall be the duty of any Idagistrate of the county or corpora- 
tion, where sued assembly shiall be, either from his own knowledge 
,6r the infbrfhation of Others, of iuc% 'uh&wHir assembly or meetiog* 
to issue his warrant, directedto any sworn ofHcer or oiHcers, au- 
.thorising htm'Oi! thMio eMer she bouse ior' hotises where such ttn- 
vkwiid iiae«tiiigs iire» for the purpose of ARptfebendiog or disp^ng 
the Slaves^ Free.Negrocs and MtilfttMsriiild to infliot. corporal pu-> 
.nifhment on the offender or offenders, at his discretion, not exceed- 
ing twenty lashe* 

. ** And be it further eas<3ted— That, tt^ said ofSoer ^.pfEc^, shall 
jiave powef to summon a^i&y persop i^,aid ;wd assist in.tbje es^cutiou 
of any warr^tior.warranu directed to 4)ini w them* for the purposes 
^foresaid, who on refus^,. shall be subject to a fine, at the discretion 
of themagi3tr»te> not ej^ceeding/ten ddljars. t- . 

" All acts, or parts of actSt coming. vvithin the purview of thisact, 
^hall be, and is hereby repealed. 

*• This act shall be in force, from and after the passing thereof.'* 

This, gentle reader, is emphatically the state o£ li^rtjt acid equality^ 
fthe liberty of whipping the bladci for-attwdingtcligious eVcning lec- 
•tiures. ■ • 
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•egafr, be a literftfyqualifeatiod/ they may certainly be 
itoked as the first society in the world *• 

The American newspapers da not indicate any refine-* 
ment in literature ; on the contrary, they daily e^iibitr 
such low vulgarity, as mast tend to degrade the axmntty 
in the estimation of foreigners, and have a pemiciouS' 
^fect on the morals of the inhabitants. 

The first newspaper publised in America, ^as the 
Boston Wews-Letter, on the 24th of April, 1704; the 
Second one, on the 22d of December, 1719,'atPAife- 
delphiuj, entitled the Athmcqft- Weekly Mercury.* In 
the year 1774, the number increased to twenty-five, and 
in the year 1801, to more than one hundred and eightj^, 
^hicjb are circulated^ f|:ee of postage^ from Of qr^ia, to 
the Province of Maine. The leading paity papers^ sup4 
porting^ the political sentiments of the President, are the 
Aurora, published in Philadelphia y artd the Citiien, pub- 
Ifshed in this city. The former is conducted by a persor^ 
of the name of Duarie^ an Irishman, who escaped th^ 

^ BonapsMe has lately become a member of this Ittemr^ society ^ 
be will, ju>^dotibt^ mak* k tiK>iie'cm»{>ieQ(>U9, xodadd^ 
tothear^of jMVA^fX The fi^iowiDg is a copy oThis letter; 

" Malmaibon, Cermnat^bf^Tiar12* 
"' I*have leartied with inti^Bwt by your ktter of the ^4tWl>eceni. 
ber, I8t>d, die establishment of a literaiy society of JV^-a/ Tork; 
and siiDce it has be^n agreeable to your academy that Pshould be One 
of fts members, you will make knowh tb'it the pleiisute trith ^^^b. 
I accept, and that I am gmteful for the good opinion it has of me. ^ 

''"' ' '" ^^ " 1 isalute you, ' ' ' . " , 

•* BONAPAl^Tft* 
** Mr. Edward Liwngston, 
^« President of the Academy of Arts, 
• Ne<w Tork:' 
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gallows la England, and the latter by one Chcethum^fdN 
merly a hatter in Manchester, who fled from thence in 
the y«ar 1797-8 for sedition, and was conveyed on board- 
gn Atnerican shi^ at Liverpool, in a chest. These are 
the instruments who dictate to a majority of the United 
States, and lU'e the present ornaments of the American 
press. The Americans pretend to say, that the many 
i;boasand outcasts who have fled from Europe, to take re* 
fuge among them, have given a <!;ontaminated feature to 
the American character, with refgard to faith and honor; 
but if we look beyond the period of their independencCj 
vre shall find that their &ith and honor has long been 
the subject of complaint. The Archives of the Board of 
Trade, whose presses are loaded with compU^ints and me- 
morials against American injustice and chicane, will fur- 
nish ample proofs. These complaints, about one hundred 
aiid eight years ago, gave rise to a declaratory law, the 7th 
and 8th of William theThird. But this actdid not restrain 
tliem, for at that time there was no country in the world 
that could boiast of so many law-suits, or so much bare- 
faced chicane, for the law was then as it is now, their ^ 
general study. It would be endless to state the different 
means to which they resorted, to deceive the British cre- 
ditor. Volumes would not contain them. In the year 
1732, the merchants of Great Britain, finding themselves 
ao shamefully duped of their property, petitioned par- 
liament for redress, and obtained a second act, which Con- 
tained specral clauses for defeating the schemes of their 
ingenious friends, the Americans: however, they were 
even then so fertile in invention, so fruitful in the arts of 
deception, as to defeat the intention of this supposed 
salutary act by perjury. Since that period perjury be- 
came, as it were, a^ivilcge. A subsequent act was ob* 
tjjiiued,' to put an efiectual stop to American subtlety ;' 
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bat this ACt Awtei the same &te with the rest; all the. 
acts ia the universe would Qot oompd them to do justice, 
to the British creditor* 

. Prior to their revolution^ as thej tern^ it^ the common, 
custoni was^ when a British creditor sued faisdehtQr^ the 
latter found means to procrastinate the suit to an inordi*. 
nate lengthy which it seams these people^ ^o expert in 
the knowledge of the law^ discovered the art of doing 
with a small expence; but when they dould not ward off 
the evil day of execution any longer^ and thdr e&cts 
must be sold^ their last resource was to get a fiiend to 
buy them back again at Vendue, in which case the wor- 
ihies, or, as the celebrated Edmund Burke called them, 
^^ good men and true/ were sure of being ^' true" to each 
other in defiauding the iionmon eucmy^ as they tbe^ 
styled the British. 

. Tlie same practice has been followed ever since. X 
young man serves a while in a stbre, that has kept up its 
<^redit and reputation with some of the merchants an4 
manufacturers of EnglamL This young man embarks 
for either J^iz£2o7i or Liverpool, loaded with letters of 
introduction; and in consequence of these Iet(ers^ he re- 
turns with a great quantity of goods on credit. He may 
find inconvenient to make good the first and second pay^- 
ment agreeable to the tin?e stipulate, which he is ena-, 
bled to do, by sacrificing part of his goods at public veip- 
due. In consequence of this, he procures a double quan-' 
tity of goods, for which he never intends to remit, but 
disposes of them with as little loss as possible. ,The 
term of payment comes, and the British creditor is anxi- 
ously looking out in vain for a remittance. After a 
while, powers of attorney arrive from England, and 
are acted upon. Execution^ being out against him, he 
^kes lodgings in the limits, whencethere is litrfe difficulty 
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• in gettiug exti^cated* A^ Uie laws are so very fiivorable, 
he takes the advantage of the three-fourth act, by which 
means he is soon enabled to retire from the. limits with^ 
trge fortune^ — a fortune, which the laws of his country 
have put ia his power, by defrauding the British m£UPr 
chantaand manufacturers. This, Sir,:is.lbe moatconftr 
mon and readiest way of making a forttme in Aimrica^ 
of which many hundieds have availed themseh'es,. and 
which they deem meritorious. 

There is another source of vexation which I wish to 
point out, in order that it may be clearly understood. 
The .American captains encourage, as much as they.pos- 
wbly can, the desertion of the British seamen. . When 
•tiiey get here, they cfin at any time be m^de, citizens, for 
ihe value of a dollar each, which is given to. a person^ 
who makes oath)th5?tt .i;hey, or any of them jj we^e born ia 
the Unittd Stutes: upon this the co^ector of the customs 
grants a pr9lection \ ai^^ should they happen to b^ pr^Sy-* 
sed, they ai;e claimecj ' by the gpvernm^ asAmwca^ 
citizens* ..... 

^bout the begipping of September, ^ Citizen Jerome 
Bonaparte arrived in. Fkiladelphiay and made a splendid 
appearance driving ^qut every day with a curricle and 
-pair*, A paragraph, ins^erted in the Philndelphia Gazeit^^ 
insinuated that it was the same of which he had robbed 
a Mr. Myers, at Cape Francois, in February 1801. That 
such robbery had been committed, was flatly denied by 
Citizen Jerome's friends: and the editor of the gazette^, 
willing to substantiate his original assertion, said that hn 
should feel happy if the implicated person, or any of his 
friends, would satisfy the publicof his innocence, butat the 
.same time^^ he knew an English gentleman at New Yorky 
who was present at the time the robbery was committef^. 
Under these circumstances, I addressed the following 
letter to the editor^ which he published : 
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•' " New York, i5/i& SSc^^tf^w^j 1805. 

^: " &R,. ■ ^ . ■.' ■ -. * 

•* I am moch surprised that any person woidd be found to deny 
the robbery whicb Citizen Jerome Bonaparte committ^ in tde 
sdzure of the curricle betonging to the late Mr. Jacob Myers, at 
Cape Frowns ^-^ it was not a robbery, it was an abandoned devi- 
«tion from justice. I was at the Cape at the time, and saw Citizen 
Jeron^ order it out pf Mr- Suckley's store, wh^re it was deposited* 
aijid rode away in it, accfompanied by his sister, Madame I-e Ckrc. — 
It was never returned to Mr. Myers, nor the value of it; but thrcifi- 
zen may say he acted according to the French commandment : 

, ** Covet and tj^ke whatever you see, 

** French liberty makes all things free." 

About the middle of this month, the ferer, lifter htv^ 
ing swept away several hmidreds*, began to abate, ft is 
<ieplorable to reflect, that this State, whidi composes a 
iyealthy and respectable portion of the Gohtinent, sterns 
^0 be doomed to endure something mofe than its portion 
of natural and political evil. Wfe find her capitof pe3n»^ 
t)dically scourged; by the visitation'of a dreadful and 
destructive malady, and her internal tranquillity perpe^ 
tually disturbed; by all die angry arid malignant passions 
-which spring from the base and perverse sphit of party. 
No where in Jmtrica does the fire-of faction and cahai^ 
ny rage with such ungovernable fury. Here the goddea^ 
of discord holds the fluctuating balance, malignvty 
smiles at its perpetual vibrations, adding her torch to 
the fire of resentment, which consumes in . its destruc- 
tive progress, every moral principle and every social 
feeling ; the ties of friendship, consanguinity, and everjr 
domestic enjoymerit are destroyed in the dreadful con- 
flagration. Every day brings forUi some new incentive 
to wrath, and fningles fresh gall in the bitter cup df re- 
sentment. 

Vale. .. 
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4 Cifto^ Fifw ofih* Hutorkal ^aenU in St, Jjiftamg^^ 



PBAR SIR» 

DOME t^me ago^ v^gue accounts teachi* 
ed me of the death of my much lamented friend Ge^ 
neral Toussaint. Although it is noi^ hy any ineans^ ^ 
continuation of tbi^ subject \ have beef) attempting 19 
delineate, yet I cannot resist the temptation of giving you 
an abridgement of my travels in the island of which he 
was governor, where 1 had the opportunity of being 
acquainted with one of the best of men, tj^at eyejr .go- 
verned a kingdom or a colony— rwhpse character will fornji 
2^ striking conti*ast wfth those of Pictoi)L or Hood, the rcr 
memb ranee of whom J wish to expp^ge from my 
imagination. 

Nothing of any pon^qn^^ce can be ^d of my friend 
Toussaint till the early peripd of the French reyolution^ 
when the endeavours of X,^^\4mjs dcs Noirs, pi^vailed over 
^he African slave-de^ilers after a contest of five years j 
when the mp;-al and j^r gjcal €^U of that /disgraceful 
traffic were fiijl^ devej^ r. ^J ascert^n^^d to the Frenc^ 
people. The con victim • • - ^xi^h was then fpUowied by ^ 
glow of honest i? J/W ^ 0^ ^4 tjje voice of the peojp\^ 



called upoa their legislators to wash away the natioual 
stain* ^ 

At thi s time all was tranqqiT^ at least as Ir^ngnil a«g a 
state of oppression j yould per mit ; but^ political tranqui- 
lity can only be enjoy ed in a dountry ^thatj s bless^ w ith, 
a free coAstitutkai, The sitijaSbn of tfte American co- 
Ibniesis very different : in all instances it i§ that of a pa- 
ralytic — one part torpid, whilst the other is affected with 
i^ ftantic motions 06 St. Vitus's dance, Thf first. i»-_ 
^rfor^ri^ r^( ^K^ rmtif^nal p^^^^^^ «» t h^ afl^r of the 
colonies, was by a decree of tlie 8th March, 1790, whicl^ 
"dSclared, that all free persons, who weie proprietors, 
and Fesid'ents<# two years standing, and who contributed 
to the exigencies of the state7 shbuTd'exerciSe'the rights 
p{ yotrng, which constituted the quality of French cili- 
:^en. Then a large portibixof the proj3ri^tdi:sjir-plaiitS55. 
of St. DomTngo,. consIsted^oFTree people of colour^jar 
those who Tiad^oiSe^mlxfeure oif Afric^ blood. ^This 
description comprehends every shade of complexion, 
from the slightest tinge of colour, to the original hue of 
the native African. Though, many of that class^ were 
distipguished by their wealth, talents anicl integrity^^e^ 
t he whites treated themlvitTi"eve]ry cojitehipt^ aodxan- 
tinu|Jly;^heldj^em in. a kind of proscrrption._^AUbough 
the decree? already mentioned, confirme^d the? edict of 
Louis XIV. in the year 1685, the whites wo uld not ad- 
mit them to sh^re equsd i:ights and privileges. The dc- 
claratiQQjof th£rjgB^jf^^ i mmorfal Avork, bengr 

ficial to eijligbtened men,, which, if true at all, ought to 
be as general as day-light, was in the wretcliednslands;^ 
destined to give a taper light in, the residence of- the 
planter, whilst the poor and destitute negro, was lo sit ii> 
darkness in his hut. The people of colour appealed tpf 
.comqiou justice and comm.on sense i — it was to no pu;- 



|)09e-^fag ^hHes repeated them fk)m tl^assoefiatioalof 
fights ;-^rSome€ommotions ensued; in wbidi tney oiatiifc 
ally fell a sacrifice to their pride and tbeir rcsentment. 
Thi» event pKidfioedy onSliefiMi. October foBdviiBgy a 
fiecoad-deo^e^ ;v(^hich irev^^keiliiif^eaie measure dffi pm»: 
eedii^ one^ alod manifested to lliennbappyi^<«[e>^aiRom 
crudibte if. possible^ ylieffeby.^ tihe N afeioaal' - AggembSy 
feeda33cie^.ajccegatpiicie^ii£ op priesskm, because ihe^ .sedt 
iunsuesiof f^9ilimell^4a mamt^d.the^reigQ.of.despQima^ 
Peace^showeveifjaHnas i&tHSiaiSSpSioSSFibSd^re^ 
nevr xiiae^tiaiis ardse, aisdisifx^iion aad 'i'Qmoit iateemfs 
fteqtwoto; LM^udit^ a i^i^ndi officer! of jbo^ his life 
by the Itreafhemus haodbiof Efak. joim ^uudrfifaent; and 
OgeCy n :plahta^* ^cAkxtn^^rixi' ^lad exected himadf- Jit 

thtir juft^texi^ms^iet jams, iButiiewasitedicbLand 
broken alSe>fipcm,tlie wbc^fc^ together witfetai^fyrfive 
ef Jiis fyAkrimx%Att then/;e^.«igte «f the negrpes. if the 
blood^thicsty! ikodb ^/EtiWpe^^Aof:aiQd^'m ^beilialats<if 
improved soci^y, aiul/afiedtiiigiit^ fied .thel^r^^eptbrof a 
mild and mercxtul refigioi^ can fpfget'tfaris'jtl^lds^keiv 
and insnlt then owa-bhtirr$>hd«ightithey tjo Mmdix tkai 
^he African shouUt imitate ttie^patt^nj and ,if>cpQasibk 
improve njfaa' tHeiroexwaopJeli Ttvei] ^^ tbe^tai^ 

jfortjtnate Qg ee*^ 'deaths .was^tiachagbia ^^^^gt' iiJHir^' 
crimes. )Ia tbe^meftn-itioie^tbtfjjfari 
trueSeSarjr to* decide. betlwreea the ^contendingt^aBrti^s^ 
and on the :i5th May^ IgQl^ paasedt third fdecrj ^eT^doDy 
•sisting-oftwo articles, the firstnof jw hich flti^nt ff Jliift^-tt^ 
give a icoofirmationito tJhati^of^ej jl^tb Qct Qber> jaodithie 
6econ3,lIe(5i(led 'iipou aTSght^tbe peopte oi cj*tou*vf»« 
joyed forapwar3s'oraxen4tt«y ; :botJ^5i>i«tt^d Qfej^hw 
ing^ pcacej wasTthe^caus^^^aU the^snb^ijaiijat*Bte,^? 
pomingo has sustain^d^f^^rtfacail^^ 



Ivhitei werestmek with oteMeiMlbtt ;--*-tli^ bcoMW 
firttntfc T^Sj^edgcii to sJW M^tTttigr Bveg^ isather Ibai) 
giiflEir its operalJQn . The r^ult -Cff tbrir ra ge^ lirKoh 
indeed bordered on plMnenzy> tma a pr topoiri toj^gge-^ 
rata tbe Frenck oeteliMiti-^-tQ tCfttjdasvaJltie^tioMd 
^» to h(Mit file Brititb ttandard*-^tQ kiU and d«5^ 
iheir ^^ponents^ who had befbra tUt fled fhr nafag eft) 
their friebtlft u» Aj^ iatiirior. During tE^T^i^e ^jAii 
^encKl^ tfie riaves (aa tbey were thJai cal ted) te iMhgjt 
in their ^ccpstoiaad fitfttnofmV^rjim'iHnnf trTrwMtltff 
Ae rnoii^ of Angof^ 179>li tbak the ieait «f mpton of hn 
amcggtitei appeaitd ami^( j [rt tiiem^^oj^ coimdef-* 
abtentunberbfotfaerputiashadloittbcirBf^s* Itimi^t^ 
however/be ccMilessed; ToittsaintlvasQoeofihefew wh6 
hii cotmdoed^ that no albtiatibn of the miseriertb^saSfr 
iained Kwb ever to be aiitioipated frcnn tfle Ettropeta ty# 
nnta; heiiee^fa^ waiwe&avaie that the preseiBtcri^ 
^ofalyopportanii5roftaiiA€ii{iating1^^ hopo* 

leit of relief) ind aggiairat^. by ev^'^pacieft cf eniehy> 
ihe][d6t'wbicb h&d alreiidy been %^ \Md, brobe out ^ 
We/ lite a Vdleano^ and ^read tenror aoid dinilaitioa 
Mi the itland; I f thec ^djgnieitiei o f jespotism hm4 
no. bgflndijVfatt >^n wft ffKJpf'fft frntn \h% )pTinirifHTi iff 
i^ggsiitiS S»r% amj^le ailowatice otight io be made^ iSl 
in this instance enormities were cotom f(gr ^^Aey 

1 g» tatigfat theeiwunple Jroin tlie ir oppte sroh^^ofwhi^ 



t b^g leate to notice a atmple tbat Will fnaezeyonr vei^ 
ioul wiffi B^rorT^ Here a wbite^ (yinsyiTEeatitifat'Prenc^ 
lady,) lali^y |>itinged a negro iiito i, burning ovlftt-*«ftdi 
ther white diisfaed out the brain^ of a chfild in the pre^ 
aenceofits fatb^ — a third led a slave with" bis own prd^ 
^- flesh* r Siiese are'the monsters who have to. account 
for the barbariy of thferevblted liegrpes. HnRopTBT 
AfKcaas have periailSr^ltliajrsoUof b)5w)d.— You break 



^i every 5tep> Um bMd <^thtii>jhabitaii»to wbom natom 
jK jT gl^Sar tllHBj ie iih irdt/end you ehttdder at tbe retaH*^ 
atbik of thciir vengciftW. In thhf d|Wtfdftl^^tI'lggie;ite. 

*0ri«itefl of the whites arie yet the jBgggt h orriy e ; t hejrj^re 
ijxQ offspriiig of <k8potttiDj whiUl those of the aegroeii 
origjiRate ia the haired of ilavery^ the thirst of vengeanoe. 
In,thj9,forcible violati(^ of feibale chattity^ we traoe the 
m>%V detestable extremes of bKilAlity> and, m the esiN 
inattoo of 8ej9«ibiUty> th^ lost of life is preferable to ile 
diigrioe , but modesiy is not coined to the oapadtjp^if 
a blu^^nprs^oaibility to a pai^ioolar form and feaiui1»r 
Let thif ao<couut then be settled by the inhwman ^lar^ 
ideakr^ or th^ iiii|>erioiis plakileirj who eompeUed to hit 
idepraved ei&braoe> the uDwilliqg object of his lu«t> 
^\!t exaspeia^d iAm^j who gratifies by this hateful act, 
fiot his seii8ibility> but his resentm^t 

Have human cringes their origiu aad causes in humaft 
afiairs i Qr are they incited by some nMkUgnant demoo, 
lyho po6ses6ii)g himself pf that oup of affection, the ha- 
man hefurt^ pours pat its conteotib Md fills it witli poiBon? 
Alas ! we vainly seek in &ble the apology of their depim** 
vity ; and unhappily Uie causes of these transactions, 
]Sr.hiicb would scarce meet credibility on any other part of 
the glf>be> are in these regions of guilt too apparent. 

Avoiding the repetition of such disgusting barbarities, 
permitmetotakeacursoryviewofthesubsequenteventsin 

X Vhich Toussaint himself bore the principal share. Soon 
after the war broke out between England and FramcCf a 
f«w treacherous whites went to Janiaka^ and represent- 
ed to the governor of t))at island^ how easily 6V. Domingo 
might be conquered, but defter four years experience, the 
loss of thtrtjf'three thousand men, and about for fy millions 
sterling, they were forced to abandon the shores of 

, ^. Domingo. During that period^ the negroes held 
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fte possetsioii of the norths and the people of oolour 
held that of the south with tbe barbariaD Rigaud at 
their head, who aimed at supreme authority; This Tous*^ 
saint could n*t reconcile to himself^ because he kmw 
the mulattoes to be more cruel^ if possible^ than the 
whites, therelbre thought it advbableV with the codcu)-*. 
rent n^cc of his fellowHSotdlcrs'^^o Contest every inch of 
ground mth.them.. In ti^ he succeeded^ and restored 
traifijuHiiy to the islaikl, which had b^n for ten years af 
pve^ to the horrors of faction. He declared solemnly, 
whikt he was in command^ he did all that was in his 
p^xter to i»irig' back happiness to his countrymen.—*. 
Forced to %ht'ftgi^str^e int^rmd and eKternal enemicK 
of the -French republic, he made war. mth courage, bo- 
Bor aodioyalty. Towards his bitterest efaemies he rievei* 
bwerved from the ruks-of justice ; and if he used ^1 the 
siftans that ii^re in bis power to conqcver, be sought as 
mvKk as be cpuid^ to allay the horro/s of wur> €md spare 
kaman blood. He hold always as a prii^ciple, the for? 
^venessof offences, as ^e first and most prominent sear 
timent of humwity ;— aad after victory, he received as 
friends and brothers, those who the day before w^« 
under ^he enejny's colours. By the oblivion of errors 
and faults, )ie wished to# cause the lawful and sucrei 
cause of liberty to be revered, even by its vilest enemies. 
He constantly made his bretliren in arms, both generals 
and officers, remember that the distinction they were 
raised to, ought to be considered but the reward of ho* 
nor, courage, and unblemished cotjduct in private lifc;^ 
having been raised above their countrymen, the mor^ 
prudent and circumspect all their actions pught to ^e;-*^ 
that the misconduct of public men brought on society 
more fatal consequences than that of .other citizens \- — 
that the honors and offices they wpre invested witb^ w^ 
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given to them, not to promote their fortunes, or scrvp 
their ambition, but had for their motive and object tlic 
public welfare ; that they imposed on them public dutic? 
to be fulfilled, before they should thir^k of themselves, 
that in>portiality and justice ought to dictate all their dcr 
cisions ;^— that they ought to reprcssi all vices, continu- 
ally stimulatir^g their activity, watchfulness and zeal.— r 
^Ic explained to, them the holy maxims of religion, to 
prove that man is nqtiiing without the power and will of 
Uod, that the duties of (i christian ought never to be 
poglcctcd; and that when a man sported with Providence, 
he ought to anticipate a dreadful death. 

In several of his proclamations, he pointed out the du- 
ties of fathers and mothers towardwS their children, and 
the oljigation imposed upon them, to direct their early 
attention to the bvc and fear of God ; — having always 
regarded religion as the basis of all virtucjs, and the 
foundation of happiness in society. In effect, who have 
paused the g^-catcst misfortunes in this colony ? Mcii^ 
>?ithout religion or any moral sentiment. Such was Gq- 
fteral Moysc. What did not Toussaint do to bring him 
back agi\in to virtue, justice arid kindness ?— to change 
his vicious inclinations, and to rescue him from falling 
headlong into the abyss of destruction ? God knows it. ^ 
Instead of listening to the advice of a father, obeying the 
orders of a chief, devoted to the l;-:ippiness of the colony, 
he was guided only by his own passions, following his 
hateful inclinations, and he perished in a wretched man- 
ner ; the reward of treachery. The justice of heaven is 
9I0W, but infallible ; sooner or later it strikes the wicked, 
and like a thunderbolt, crushes them to pieces. 

I shall not dilate on this part of his conduct any longer, 
but pass on to depict the reward he received for his well 
kno^vn lidelity towards France. The Chief Consul of 
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France never intimated to him, that he concladed ai 
peace with his enemies, thaitgh he had plenty of tlme^ if 
he felt so inclined. Toussaint was apprised of his in-* 
tentions only through the means of the American papers; 
hut on such reports he placed no dependence, as it ap- 
p^eared incredible to send so large a force to a peaceable 
colony, unless it was to reduce the brave Haytians again 
to slavery. Toussaint was tossed oil the billows of linr- 
certainty: but when he reflected a little, and contem-* 
plated on the Netherlands, the first victims of fratcrni- 
:Bation, stripped even of a name among the nations* 
groaning under every species of oppression, their pro- 
perty plundered, their persons enslaved, their rights sub- 
verted, their altars overturned, their temples ruined, and, 
under the pressure of real, not imaginary evils, they 
have now nothing to console them but the reiterated 
grievances of forced requisitions, and of co-active con* 
5criptions. -Again, Holland, the Frenchified Bataviaf, 
once the proud nvol of England, alas! howfallei^ ! — ^how 
degraded in the scale of nations! The pestilential con- 
tagion of French principles has sapped the foundation 
of humai^ity, religion, and morality ; has completely 
changed the national character, and left the deluded 
.. Hollanders hardly the shadow of what they were. His 
view next extended to the virtuous Swiss, whom a rigid 
neutrality was unable to save. Circumvented and over- 
powered by the maddening mass of France, theii^ patri- 
otic straggles availed nothing, — their religion, their liber- 
ty, their independence, and their government, perished 
amongst a sea of blood. Savoy, once the residence of 
the heroic and the brave, now depending for existence on 
the breath of France. Venice jlnd Genoa, each in theip 
turn mistress of the ocean, now the fatal victims of her 
delusive promises. The nianly and honorable charhctey 
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of Spam is also dwindled into a crouchingf servility, 
/fbe black eagle of Pruma, and even the imperial eagle, 
are eager to get trampled under the foot of the Corsican.*' 

Having such strong examples as these before his eyes, 
Toussaint began to think badly of the First Consul's in- 
tentions^ and advised his general officers^ whatever be- 
came of him, to cheritih and increase the sacted flame 
.which warmed their breasts^ — to unite heart and hand 
jn defending their country ajgainst her open enemies, 
as well as against her pretended friends. In the mean 
timc^ the formidable expedition^ fondly anticipated 
by the treacherous whites^ who frequently felt his protect*' 
ing hand, arrived ; — it consisted of twenty-three ships of 
war, together with transports, having £5,000 troops on 

.board. So large a force alarmed him Whiit could 

.be their object.^ To plunder and enslave the Haytians, 
in order to fill the coffers of the Republic*— --^Republic 
did I say? — It is an irrational, unprincipled, proscribing, 
confiscating^ plundering, ferocious, bloody, and tyran- 
nical democracy ! For two or three days they did not 
attempt to lapd. Their commander, Le Clerc, says in a 
letter to the Minister of Marine, that this procrastination 
was owing to the dictates of humanity ; but his subse- 
quent conduct in the indiscriminate murdering and 
drowning so many of the Haytians, manifestly proves 
that humanity was not his motive. 

The first step Le Clerc took, was that of sending an 
insulting letter to General Christophe, informing him 
that France had sent a force sufficiently strong to crush 
, the rebels, if there were any to be found in St. Domingo; 
dlid concluding with a silly indignation in these words :-^ 
*' Remember, I consider you responsible for whatever 
may happen ;*' requesting at the same time the surrender 
of the Cape.' With this threatening letter came a sliort 

Si 
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pntalamA^ai, addrcswd toibe ii^bitaitts of St. Domim* 
go,{uim Uw Usurper, written in pompous kinguage, in- 
citing th^ia to a fraternal hag wi«b his bK^er-ia-IaTr. 
Jn oaattMt&is^aa/x,be^«ysi^'<Il;a%r«tundthiCiipteijk, 
General f~^ restoites- ym atumdauce and peaetr-mlfy 
round him. Hea>Ao,sh«ltdareta separate himtelf frpm 
ihc. Cdptam-CnetteTttl, wUlbftt traitor to hkcmatry^^Mi 
tkeven^amse oftht Republic shaU dtvotip him m^re-^ 
vours^fmit! dried ames." U tieqtxims vefy little penetra^ 
lion to disc&ver the hypoarisy which isiartfiilly portrayed 
in the proclamation.. The l^ytians stood n&t inn^ 
of either peace or plenty, mnch less the fostering' hand 
of thd Coesican. They were happy, and blessed with 
prosperifty^ and aiMwdsuKe. it would have been mtieh 
more candid of the Co isican to tell them,—* the Captain^ 
Gentral cornet with him a horde of plundniag att^ 
throats, and a 4i^ieKt fuat^ity of ekatasy to -restore t/ou 
to your fot-mer Oate ofilavetylf This was-.^toetal 
Christopbe's prediction, which was felly ^^fied by a 
subsequent procUmationy setting forth that the citizens 
of St. Domngo are deprived of the blessinga <rf fteedom, 
and red«oed to the h«ro« of sk wfy ; which placed th^ 
Usurper's bypocrisy b^^d a single doubt, and may be 
seen by having recoufie to theori^nal, wherehi hi says-^ 
« if i^ should be told yon that these forcfe toe intended 
to tear from you your Kberty,-rAnswer^the Republic 
fais given usiibei?ty>>-th* Republic wiH not sufier that 
It should be taken from us?' Tis false! the Sepublfe 
did not give them liberty. ; 

._ •' Do but observe the fece of viUainy, 

How different from the brow of innocence? ' 

See what a settled gloOm obscures his wsage. 
Sure emblem of the h6rror of his breast, 
. Where his £Use heart, enthroa'd ia mtiTe dartoess 



Let. 20.] VIEW OF EV^NTB IN «T# ^OHl^0<h S4§ 

(UocoDseious and ciDwiat>u)gfor ttie lig1^)» 

Broods o*€r new treasons* and <DJoys th^ mischief!" 

Political subordination, however hateful to a liberal 
tnind, is as bright as dcCy when compared to the dark 
and hopeless bondage of the negro ; a bondage that com- 
bines the pangs of intellectual miseiy, widi the sufferings 
of a brute ; and under that impression, Toussaint's brave ^ 
colleagues were averse to submit to the subordination of 
ihe European freebooters; more especially as they could 
not coiTjecture their views with so large an armament, 
and only about three hundred dollars in their military 
chest to provide for their wants. It was however pro- 
bable, that the frmtful genius of Bonaparte, had found 
out Aiigusttis*s secret, ^(said to be lost for ages) who main- 
tained forty legions for twelve millions of livres(half a 
milHon sterling) per annum,, 

^^^ An ill guided authx)rily tiijdertakes more than it can 
execute. This is the rock on which governments splits 
where, not knowing themselves, pr wilfully misunder- 
etanding their boundaries, they aim at the extension of • 
the latter by a natural but dangerous propensity.^* Bo- 
tjaparte, when he fitted out the formidable expedition, 
undertook more tKan he was qualified, with all the force 
of France to execute^ if he meant to reduce the people 
of St. Domingo to slavish degradation. With all his 
sagacity and military knowledge, he, fortunately for the 
western hemisphere^ mistook the character of the ne- 
groes ; they were no lon^^er a horde of runaway slaves- 
No, they were united ^ i^jijer in the bonds of an indis- 
soluble freedom, and \\ ^n a considerabie time in the 
actual ewpymentofi^ ^V ^: ^ .^ they were not to be hood- 
winked by ihe shalj^^ ^^^1*^^^ ^^-es of the upstart Ruler. 

With regard to ?> V ^^0^^^ ^as considerably morti- 
fied ^t the conduct ^\. • j^i;^*^ -^cixn) particularly in not 
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i^>prisinghim of the late pence with England, widi aa as- 
surance thai the liberty and independence of the Haytians 
would be cpnfirmed^ as their jost recompence lor preserv- 
ing the island from the British. - On the contrary^ those 
tkiings \n ere the flower of the fleets o£ Fraru€, Spain, and 
Holland, with £5^000 of the sacrilegious plunderers of 
Italy, Malta and Egypt. These were the monsteis sent 
by the Corsican to tell the Haytians that they cmme as 
friends and brothers^ to secure the safety of the island 
tirom all external as well as internal enemies^ when France 
was at peace with all the world ! Why not send them 
whilst the storm of war from without and within beat np- 
on them i Was it that the great nation found, them 
able to protect themselves^ and defend the island from 
all its enemies ? — Suspicious ministers of peace. Accord- 
ing to these considerations^ the brave Toussaint feared 
God only,— if death ensued, he was determined to die like 
' a soldier of honor on the field of batde, but unfortu- 
nately, he ultimately yielded to the persuasive claims of 
his children, which I shall notice in due order. To pro- 
ceed. General Christoph^ informed Touss^ipt by a ines- 
.senger of the unexpected appearance of their pretended 
friends, whereupon he immediately transmitted orders to 
harass them as much as possible. In executing tbei^ 
orders, it became absolutely necessary to destroy ev^ 
place capable of aflbrding shelter, which would expose 
them to the fatal efiects of the climate ; — ^but in the 
mean time, had not Le Clerc be^n intimidated through 
fear, he jnight have saved the Cape from devastation, 
though tjie inhabitants would have less consolation, as 
he meaui to have laid them under heavy contributions, 
iigreeable to the i5sage of freebooters. Every soldier iQ 
Jiis army was promised an equal shaie of plunder, as the 
^ccustoined rteward of valour, before they embarked] 
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disappoinled^many of them put an end to their exist- 
ence standing in the ranks. Argumtntum ad hominem, 
that they had no other intention than pillage for them'- 
selvesy and chains fo^ the Haytians. 

' The plnnderers of Italy landed without any ojpposition^ 
-exceedingly mortified that there was no pillage to be 
had to stimulate their exertions. Indeed it was vexatious 
to think what a way they came^ buoyed with the hopes 
of gain, and to be thus miserably disappointed. Le 
Clerc felt awkward that he could not make good the pro* 
mise of his brottier-in-law. One morning before they 
penetrated into the interior, they were reviewed, when he 
Jthos addressed them : 

" Soldiers, 

^ The government of France has sent us here to protect the in- 
habitants, to establish order, and to preserve them the colony of £f. 
Domtngo, The rebellion of Toussaint is evident. The campaign 
against the rebels shall be instandy opened. Be provident of your 
provision and ammunition ; seventy cartridges have just been distri- 
buted to eadi man. Against such brigands we need only use the 
bayonet, la six weeks the cok>ny will be ours.'* 

.This address proves Le Clerc to have been a silly, ig- 
ji0jL*ant,* contemptible coxcomb. One would suppose 
Jthat he might have known (if he knew any thing), that 
to despise on enemy is not the shortest way to conquer; 
and man fighting for his freedom, of whatever nation or 
complexion, is no contemptible foe. The fact is, his 
conduct became so reprehensible, that be died broken 
hearted, after committing all the miscliiiefs which were in 
his power. 

Soon afler the force in question landed, Le Clerc sent 
Toussuiut his children, who had been in France for their 
education, and were detained there by the Corsican for 
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a considerable time agmnst their will — I say be sent them 
to pei;^de Toussaint to surrender himself unconditi<Hi- 
a]]y> with a promise of making him his Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, but he well knew how fer French promises would 
extend, that thej could not be trusted for a moment^ no 
ffiuth whatever could be placed on either the word or hof 
HOur of the. present ruter^ or his adherents ; for whenever 
it suits them, they will break even the most solium; — 
men who have discarded every moral restraint^ who 
could trust them ? Toussaint however^ in an evil hour^ 
gave his children leave to return, with an assurance that 
he woub} always submit, having notbipg in view but the 
prosperity of the colony ; at the same Hme^ he could 
not answer for the wishes of those who were formerly 
under his command, as they were now at liberty to think 
for themselves. Upon receipt of (bis messc^, the 
wretched tool of usurped power, issued a vaunting pror 
clamation, to delude his ill-fated horde of plunderers, 
wherein he says, **^Iam enteringfthe field, and soon 
shall I convince this rebel what the power of the Frenclj 
government is." We bave since been folly convinced 
of the guilty power of the regicide government, ^nd that 
there is neither a moral nor physical probability of ^n» 
slaving the Haytians. He concludes this deceitful pro- 
clamation thus ;— '' I have promised liberty to the inha- 
bitants of St. Domingo; — I know bow to make my 
promise good. I shall cause persons and property to be 
protected!!!" Yes, sad experience can best tell how 
he kept this promise ; did he not,mstead of giving libeiv 
ty, murder and drown sixty thousand of the innocent iur 
habitants? — French liberty to be sure. 

** No more are you forbid to kill, 

Cut throats, and murder who you will." 
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Agreeably to the true style of French liberty, Le Clerc 
seized on 25,000 dollars belonging to a Mr. Low, aa 
American ; which act of injustice caused that gentleman 
to put an end to his own existence. The next was seiz- 
ing on all the American property he could grasp at, 
Some, indeed, he paid with bills on the Usui-per, a con-» 
siderable number of which will never be liquidated, toge-. 
ther with the contributions he levied on the wretched 
inhabitants; and the murder and imprisonment of some 
of them, will clearly evince how far he ^^ respected per- 
sons and properties.*' The guilty delegate of the inso- 
lent Usurper brought with him in his train from France^ 
Kigaud, and the remnant of his adherents, who had al- 
ways acted in concert to deprive the blacks of their natu- 
ral rights, which seemed to cbnfirm the suspicious views 
of the Corsican, These vagabonds went to the south 
toart of the island, where Rigaud quarrelled with La 
Plume, one of Toussaint's generals, who had by this time 
poKtically surrendered : tlie former was therefore arreati 
ed and sent back to France with his family. 

We now find the officers of this plundering horde 
iiighly exasperated against the United States of America ; . 
gi'^in^ that country the whole blame of Toussaint's dis- 
obedience. Jn their rage they developed that the First Coi^- 
sul would send an army to New Orleans, which would give 
laws to the United States. Since that 'period England 
has declared war against the Usurper,. which prevented 
the army boasted of from going there ; and therefore h^ 
sold that territory to the Americans, which will aQs^v^ 
equally as well, for the cut-throafs of New Orleans^ mil 
yet, inevitably, give laws to the United States! 

About the 28th of April, 1S02, Toussaint surrendered 
with' the whole force under his command, through the 
intercession dfliis wife and children, under the idea of 
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being well treated by Le Clerc, from whpm he received 
a letter^ expressing the pleasure he felt at his submitting 
to the arms of the Republic, wherein he says: — ^^ You, 
General, and the troops under your command, as well as 
the inhabitants of the Colony who are with you, need be 
under no apprehension of any past transacticms. I wiU 
draw a veil of oblivion over all that has happened before 
and since my arrival in St. Domingo. In this I imitate 
the example whicb the First Consul gave to trance after 
18th Brumaire. I leave you perfectly free to retire to 
any one of your dwellings which you may think the most 
expedient. I have such confidence in your attachment to 
the Colony, as to expect, that the leisure hours you will 
enjoy during your retreat, will be employed in commu- 
nicating to me your views and sentioients respecting the 
measures most proper to be pursued, to renovate the 
agriculture and commerce of this country;** The abov€ 
is certainly very fair and very pleasant language, suited 
to give currency to contrary proceedings! Who could 
blame Le Clerc for want of candor, because it was not in 
his power to speak truth? He who would take the trouble 
of looking over his mandates, arrets, and proclamation^ 
would find himself strongly ipcUned to mirth, was it not 
repressed by indignation ; did not false professions, an4 
ridiculous assertions excite the strongest emotions of coor 
tempi for his duplicity and the detestable principles he 
acted upon. 

About a month after Toussaint surrendered, he return- 
ed, with permission of the perfidious Captain-Genaral, to 
his plantation near Goniaves, but had been there bat 
a few days, when he was arrested by a party of ruffians, 
and carried on board the Creole frigate, which conveyed 
him to France. 1 am entirely ignorant of the motives 
w]iich prompted Le Clerc to commit thi^outrage against 
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Touflsaint's liberty, and have no Airtber knowledge of it 
than what he sets forth in a laconic address. 



IIBERTT. BQUAUTT. 

ARMY OP ST. DOMINGO. 

TMB 0£)IBRAL-IN-CHIBF TO THE CITIZENS OP 8T. DOMINGO. 

Citizen J / 

<< OembiuI' Tousisunt did not with to enjoy the amnesty which 
had been granted to him. He has continued to conspire. He was 
just going to re-kindle a civil war. I thought it was necessary to 
have him arrested. The proofs of his treachery since the amnesty, 
will soon be published. This measure, which insures peace to the 
Colony, ought not in any way to make uneasy those who have laid 
down their arms, and submitted themselves with good faith to the 
B«public. 

** Head Quarters, at the Cape, soth Prairial (June 8th), loth year 
of the French Republic. 

^ LE CLERC.'» 

I defy even the most malignant calumniator^ the most 
malicious miscreant of Bonaparte's adherents or i^dvo- 
cates^to produce the least proof of Toussaint's treacherous 
behaviour since the amnesty, which was granted to him 
by Le Gere. It is a great consolation to me to think 
that his life is unstained either with requisitions pr rob« 
beries, much leas gross perjuries, — those wanton mos- 
fiaores, those cold-blooded murthers, which have inva- 
jriably marked the destructive progress of all the French 
generals since the revolution. No proof of his treacliery 
has yet been published ; but this measure, instead 6f in- 
suring the submission of his followers, prompted them t» 

Tt - 
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r^aio. t^r independence* Their Chief thus treated^ 
what had they to expect> — hot hopeless bondage? x 

^ << Yo^ M(e» immortal inmates of the skies. 
How this yile wretch Almighty pow'r defies ; 
His darii^q cciniesy the blood which he has Jfi)l» 
Demand a torrent equal to his guilt.^' 

Le Clerc now carried on a mode of warfare at whicli 
humanity revolts with indignation^ and proves, if any 
proof is yet wanting, that he was a cruel tyrannicaf tnon- 
ster. He imported a number of blood-hounds from Cuba, 
in addition tp thos^ he l^rou^ht from. Fmnce. With all 
thi» auxiliary focqej be was unable to con^ei^ those wha 
were ia arms against him. Be jt^ however^ »eQMin»b^e4r 
that the malignity of hi» conduct to'ward^ the prisoners, 
he took was still more horrid than what i» recorded of 
the greatest barbarians^ Some of the wretched prisoners 
were crowded in the hold of a vessel, and were suffocated 
with brimstone and charcoal. Others stg£un were sewed 
in sacks, and consigned alive to the deep. Ten thousand 
at leSist were in this manner basely destroyed by the 
blood-thirsty minion of democracy. Seeing his schemea 
thwaited and overturned, hopeless of chaining the lurave 
Haytians, together with die remorse he felt, soon ended 
his guiUy career. May every tyrant speedily follow him, 
to give the world repose. 

General Rochambeau sui^ceeded hiaa in command. 
His views were altogether bent on plunder, and indtscri* 
minate cri^slty, which bears the deepest feature of this. > 
atrocious character. He was better v^sed in the arts of 
destruction than his predecessor, for hehad been a student 
under the c ut- th roat San thonax, one of the greatest viUaina 
td whiclxthe revolution gave birth; therefore knew ho^ 
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to improve upon the barbarity of his tutor. He neglect- 
ed no opportunity to murder and destroy both blacks 
and mulattoes. At Port Republicain, Leogan, Petit* 
Guave, and J^eremic, he destroyed thousands^ and would 
have continyed hi^ e^^tertniuatiAg pursuits^ but for the 
fortunate event of the war with England, to whose squa^ 
dron he was obliged to Capitulate with all the booty he 
plundered from the wretched (white) in^iabitaats, to the 
amount of i^I^out lOO^ObO dollars. In this attempt to 
bind the brave natives of St. Domingo with fetters, France 
has lost ^8^000 cut-throats, and spent between thirty and 
forty millions of dollars. 

It is stated that the virtuolls Toussaint was ill treated 
pn board the vessel on his passage to France, ai^d when 
he arrived, he was confined in the dark loathsome dun<» 
geon of Besancone, where he was frequently tortured 
with hot iron spikes, to induce him to reveal where hi» 
supposed treasure lay concealed, but he expired under 
^he pressure of the severest torture that ever was applied 
pn any humaa bein]g« 

Fak. 
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APPENDIX. 
N°. I. 



THE FOLLOWING WAS PUBLISHED IN A DOMINIC4. 
PAPEB. 



MR. EDITOR, KjMGSTON, Pdruary 17, l8oi, 

A PARAGRAPH of uncommon merit ap- 
peared in the Saint Vincent Chronicle of Wednesday, 
the 17th February. It would be unjust to give an ex- 
tract from such a beautiful composition ; you will there- 
fore oblige me by inserting the whole paragraph, with 
the subsequent letter, which I have thought it my duty 
to write to the worthy author. 
I am, 

]V|r. EpxTOR, 
Your Friend and constant Reader, 

A LOOKER OJNF. 

We lay with great pleasure before our readers the fol- 
lowing address. Its being signed by niost of the worthy 
characters in that colony, mW^ we trust, shew the false- 
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liood and malice of those reports, industriously fabricate 
ed^ and circulated through these islands, '' by a certain 
well known set," to the prejudice of the able, and vigilant 
representative of the Sovereign, in that rising and im- 
portant settlement. Unfortunately, the best of men ar6 
not exempt from the attack of slander^ the i>oet beauti* 
fully says :■— 



Ifacherab 



Should walk this world) even defamation would, 
LiAe a wle eur^ bark at the angePs train* 

So are those, in exalted and arduous situations, the 
butts at which ignorance and detraction aim their enve- 
nomed shafts. 



TO THE EDITOR 

01 THE 

ST. rmCJSNT CHRONICLE, AND WEEKLY ADFERriSER. 
SIR, 

IN times of degeneracy, like the present, 
you have presented to the contemplation of every reflect- 
ing mind, an object of the most sublime nature, and 
worthy of the highest praise; a disinterested writer, 
wielding the weapon of Truth and Genius, in defence of 
Virtue, wounded by the ^' shafts of Ignorance and Detrac- 
tion/' 

- It is impossible for me to express the pleasure I expe- 
rienced from the perusal of your elegant paragraph of 
the 17th of Februaiy, where the be^t of men is most aptly 
jiitrodacied 40^ elucidate the poet's imagination. I am 
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Jl lover 6f pofetry, and though yonx ttautifid qaotaiioa 
toffieieDtly substantiates your claim to oruditioii^ I have 
^t times regretted your not writing the whole panegyrto 
in verse. *' Poets succeed the best in fictions/ aiuA 
Waller to Charles the Second. You hid it in your 
power to prove that poetry can add chcuins to the dig- 
nity of truth itself. * ^ 

'^ Virtue is its own reward." No doubt you have been 
prompted by this philosophical principle. It is clear to 
me^ that the self-satisfaction of such a praise-worthy 
deed is the only reward you haye looked for ; while 
dlhers maintain that you have already received something 
itiore substantial. Nay, Sir, it is even whispered that yon 
are about to reside in this Colony, and that your para* 
graph is merely intended, like a letter of introduction, to 
insure you a good reception. To all these insinuations. 
j^our words are sufficiently apposite. '^ Unfortunately,*, 
the ^ best of men* are not exempt from the attacks of 
slander!" 

How much is it to be lamented that you have said 59 
Etllfe, where so much might have been said ! *^ ITi^ 
worthy characters of Trinidad' speak but in g^eral 
terms of him whom they voluntarily step forward to vin^ 
^cate. Why did not you enlarge on tlie varied excel- 
lencies which they pass over so lightly? His unaffected 
modesty, no doubt, deterred you. The sensitive plant 
shrinks not more from the truth than he! But you 
ought to have been strenuous in forcing those virtues 
into open day, which he industriously endeavours to con- 
ceal fi'om his dearest friends. 

Alas, you have never experienced the ttappimss of Kv* 
ing under a government like his! His unmuriedeMT" 
tiom to conciliate the interest.a^daffaQjjijQijs of ati parties^ 
-^his condescension andpo/Um5f,onaU'^c«fisivaS|sin©i#. 



especially to «trengers,— f/w $we6tnm qf his di$pf^9iAim,, 
was never kiwwn to have been betrayed into pa8^ion>— 4ii8' 
tiHmplarif forbtaramCf which sui^pends all opinion until, 
both rides of the question are irapaj:ti|illy discuiwed^^ — 
^own€99 to convict until confirmation^ strong as proofs, 
of holy writ, leave no doubt> — ihegodriike manner with 
which be mingles mercy in all his judgments, — the jc?>- 
lousy and vigour withwhich he watcltes over and pre$erv<ti^ 
tbe pRiviLEoBS OF BuiTONSi — his total disregaM of 
all pccuniaty^ emoJument (for it is supposed he will quit 
his government /joof^r than when he entered upon it), — 
vjntqualh<l(^ddrtss in the introduction of laws, formed oa 
the model of Eiijotisn free dom, whenever he finds an 
opportunity, — acrfi his dicidcd prxftnncc to the consti- 
tution OF THE MOTHER COUNTRY, abovc all Other 
forms of government upon earth. These and a thousand 
other qualities, presented a noble field for you to have* 
expatiated upon* You might have held him up (not aa 
a: military governor was held up) as an example to gover- 
nprs^and an important lesson to mankind ! — The guardian 
of orphans, the protector of the widow, the poor raanV 
friend^ and the munificent patron of all. 

I should far exceed the limits of a letter were 1 to 
enter fully into a detail of those virtues which it was your 
duty to have enlarged upon. But there is one so emi^ 
nently conspicuoust that 1 cannot^ in justice, omit it^ 
Knowing, that a " certain well known set" have adopted, 
means to carry on a prosecution against him, (strange , 
that such virtue cannot escape the eye of public scruti-. 
i>y,) he asks no one to vindicate bis conduct ; he will not 
even permit those to attest their hign veneration of lus 
character, whose over anxious zeal has twice prompted 
them to do so anknorcn to him, and at the hazard of his 
displeasure : — Conscious of his own integrity, he stands. 
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fimily'iaid alone, on the broad basis of a zpell-earneit' 
reputation ! Even now, while writing, it is more than 
probable,, that this letter will be a source of uneasiness to 
him ; — but what should deter me from the performance 
of my duty? • 

Permit me now, to give you a word of advice, I have 
an opportunity of hearing both sides of the questioti ;— • 
Alas, I fear this has not been your case. ' The service of 
yowr distinguished friend calls on you to arm in his defence. 
—I fear the cause is losing groutid. Several of the " wor^ 
thy character^' half ijxpress an unavailing wiih that they 
bad never signed any public paper but the loyal ad- 
dress TO HIS MAJESTY ! Nay, one or two have de- 
clared they signed without reading, alid were confounded ' 
when their names appeared in public. However, wben> 
next you resume your pen, in defence of virtuey be as 
sparing as you can in your reflections, even on vice* it-> 
self : — Let the direct accusations oi falsehood andmaliu - 
appear as rarely as possible; more especiaUy, if you 
should not be able to prove what you assert. You and 
Imay agree in our opinions on this subject, but there 
are others (and I fear a great and powerful majority), 
who think and speak in a different manner. And, when 
I hear gentlemen of honor, respectability, and good sense, 
express their sentiments in the following manner : — ^^ I 
heartily wish you had left the epithet ignorance out of 
your paragraph. We know not, nor is it worth the enqui- 
ry, who is the author of the contemptible paragraph of 
"February 17th, in the St. Vincent Chronicle: but who- 
evei' he is, we would advise him to recollect, that those 
whom he denominates '* a certain well known set*' are 
Englishmen, unused to submit to oppressioh, and bom 
under a government that will not suffer the proudest 
connections to insult diem with impunity: — Nolumls 
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LB0I8 ANGL1JB MUTARi 18 their motto^ and their creed 
is the OLOBIOU8 bill op mxmmJ' For the avowal of 
these principles they have suffered abuse^ menace^ ini« 
prisonment and defamation i But they feel such violence 
to be as despicable as their sentiments and claims are- 
dignified and noble : — Revering and loving the consti* 
tution of their native country; they look to that country 
alone^ for redress ; and they will accept of no vindicati* 
on but the unbought concurrence.of a British pubuc, 
and the unbiased^ and just decision of a British jury 1 

A LOOKER ON. 
Trinidad, March 24, 1602« 
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HORRQRS OF WEST INDIA SLAVERY. 



During the season of 1804, the following extract of 
a letter from Lord Seaforth,. the Governor of Barbadots^ 
to Lord Hobart, dated at Barbadoa, the 18th of March, 
1802, was laid on the table of the House of Commons, 
— '' Your Lordship will observe, in the last day's pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly, that the majority of the Hons& 
had taken considerable offence at a message of mincy re-^ 
commending an act to be passed to make the murder of a 
slave felony. At present the fine for the crime is onhf 
fijteen pounds currency, or eleven pounds fouh 

SHILLINGS sterling/' 

People in general would think it scarcely possible that 
a stronger proof could be adduced of the deplorably un- 
protected condition to which the Negroes are placed in 
SarhadoeSy the oldest and most civilized of our Slave 
Colonies, than was furnished in the above ^official docu- 
ment. In a community where even the life of a Negro 
Slave is valued at so chejfp a rate, it would argue an ut- 
ter ignorance of the nature of man, and of the principles 
by which his conduct is usually regulated, to expect that 
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ibe general treatment of Ne^o Slaves would be humane 
^ud lenient. This it might have been alPedged was me^e?- 
}y pijesumption, presumption, howev^r^ sufficiently strong 
to remove aU douUt from.unprejudiqed ipiiuls : — but we 
4Mre now relieved from that objectipri. We are no lopg- 
ler reduced to the necessity of qsaking use of disputable 
jaoalogiei^^in prder^ from tl^e state of the laws, respecting 
Slavery^ to inljc^ the probable practice ; butr we liave that 
practice so graphically 4escr^b^d, ^ to supersede the ne- 
cessity of arguioentatiouj aifd t^ sil,ence,ihe u^ost deter- 
fCiinttd^tH:k^tiqtWestJndian,\]L\^msjiiiy. 

On the ^^th qf February last, ^ number of gapers re- 
jecting the Slay^ T^^^P^ w^r^ presented to the J^ouse 
of Cox^nionsi by his Mni^s^ty, af^d they have since been 
printed* In perusing theipi, the .attention is forcibly at- 
tractc^d by ^^ continuati9p.ol' tlie correspoudqace b^ 
tw^en Lor4 Seaforth and thf Secretary qf Stat^., 0^ 
jthe 13tjh qf Kovember^ 18)04;. his I^ordship th^^ writes tp 
JEarl Camden. ' ^* 

^' I inclose four paperjif containing, frongi. differei|t 
f^^uariers, reports on tb^ horrid murders | mentioned in 
soq[ie foxmier letters. Tlffj( are sclc(;tedJrom a great numr 
btr, among ^Mcl^ t)aere ^s nof^ pne in contradiction^ of 
the borriblfi factSj though several of the letter^ are very 
concise and defective. The ti;i^th is,, that nothing has 
given me ipore troul^e th^ to, get ^ the. bottom of these 
businesses, lo horribly abmr4 «f^ ihc jpryudices^of the 
people/^ (pot of: one or twg^i 9K ^ few individuals^ \;>ut of 
the P£0?tB.) '' Sow^y^r^^- great part of my object js 
answered by the alarnai my iutpj[f(pi:euce has, excited; and 
the attention it has called to tt^^ business, pills are al- 
ready prepared to make murder felony *; but I fear the^ 

♦ What a strange sute of spqiety nju3t'thjit be in, which. murder ^ 
is not yet considered as a felp^ious act^ p^y^ in ^ifC^j^e a^teipi^t to 
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, will be thrown out for the present in the Jisembly. The 
Council are unanimous in favour of humanity/* 

In a subsequent letter, dated the 7th of January, 180^, 
Lord Seaforth thus writes — ^'^ I inclose the Attomey-Ge- 
neral's letter to me on the subject of the Negroes so tnost 
wantonly murdered. I isun sotry to say several other 

INSTANCES OF THE SAME BARBARITY haVC OCCUrrcd, 

with which I have not troubled your Lordship, as lonfy 
wished to make you acquainted with the subject in generalJf 
The letters to which Lord Seaforth refers, and which 
accompany the above extracts, are from four of the most 
respectable individuals in the Island of Barba^oes, viz. 
Mr. Ince, the Frendent of the Council ;-^Mb.. Coul- 
THURST, the Jdvocate-GeneraU—^Mi.. Beccles, the 
Attorney-General; — and the'Reverend Mr, Pilgrim.— 
These gentlemen all'agree in the material facts of the 
'cases which they state; It would, therefore, be kn un- 
iiecessary repetition' to transcribe the whole of Uieir let- 
. tcrs : — it will be sufficient to give the substance of the 
ilatement^ which they contain.' 

1. On the 10th of April, 1804, a militiataan of the 
name of Halls, of the 3t. Michael's regimeht, retuhiing 
from militaiy duty /overtook oh the road some Negroes 
who were going quietly home from their labour, Whea 
be came near he called out that he would kill them, and 
immediately began to run after them. The Negroes not 
supposing that he really intended to do them any injury, 
and imagining that he was in joke/djd hot endeavour tb 
€scape, but merely made way for him. The pdrson near- 
est to him happened to be a i^oman, the property of a 
Mr. Clarke, the owner of' Simmon's estate, who is stated! 
to have beeti a valuable Slave, the mother of: five or six 

make it felony Is resisted, not by the Uwlcss p^ of th^ community, 
ivrfliythe'legislaliireit*]!; • '- - - - . ^ 
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children, and far advanced in pregnancy. Without the 
^malUst provocation of any kind. Halls coolly anddelibt^ 
rately plunged his bayonet several times into her body, 
when the poor creature dropped and expired without a 
groan. Two gentlemen were eye witncssei of this horrid 
action. One of theni, Mr. Harding, the manager of the 
Codrington College estate, went up to Halls and spoke 
harshly to him, and said he ought to be hanged, for he 
never saw a more unprovoked murder, and that he would 
certainly carry him before a magistrate. Halls's reply is 
very remarkable, '' For xvhatT said he (with the utmost 
indifference as to the crime) "/or wHatt for killing 
A NEGRO !!!" This is a short but a significant sentence, 
strongly confirming an important truth which has fre- 
quently been asserted, viz. that the Negroes are regard- 
ed by their white skinned oppressors as an inferior order 
of beings, and, under the influence of this sentiment, arc 
naturally enough denied the common rights ol humanity, 
and excluded from the pale of that sympathy, which a 
sense of a common nature and a common extraction is 
calculated to inspire, Mr. Harding, however, greatly to 
his credit, was proof against the force of Halls compen- 
dious reasoning, and having procured assistance, laid 
hold of him, and carried him before Mr. Justice Walton. 
— Mr. Justice Walton, it would appear, was not indis- 
posed to use the authority with which he was vested, in 
bringing Halls to justice, but, he found that '' in his 5//M-. 
Htlon as a magistrate, ihe law of the island gave him no 
jurisdiction or authority over him/* and, in short, that he 
had no right to commit him. In this dilemma, Mr. 
Walton applied to the President Mr. Ince. 'M told 
Mr. Walton," says the President in his letttr from Lord 
Seaforth, '^ that I regretted, with real concern, tlie defici- 
ency in our law ; but thnl there was a penalty due to tlie 
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Sing in such esses/ (vis. the blbvbn^ ^owds tovm 
:ftHrLLiNGa mentioned nboye^) " and-tbat^ ^ Mr. Hard* 
jug had sufficiently substantiated the fact, I wonld.order 
lum to be oommitted tiU his paid the for feitnre^ or a suit 
aboold be commenced against him." Accordingly be was 
%eBt to prison. The PieaidexH^ however^ seems to admit 
the iUegdity of this proceeding, " Pejfhaps my Lord/ 
he addsf ^^ it was a streteh of power in me to 4>rder a c^m« 
HOtmeBt befete a recovery of the fine/' It certmnly w£^ 
va: and Halls, without doubt, is sufficiently ^^pj^ized of 
tiie circumstance. Nay, we shall not be surprized to 
hear that he has been able to rouse 4^ popular feeUng 
in his favour, as a man unjustly and illegally oppressed. 
To have suffered ao ^vere a pui)is)ii|[ien.t as imp»9pnment» 
fiMT so paltry an offeujce as that pf killing i^ Negro, wiU 
be likely enough to excite no smal) d^egr^ ef virtuous 
indignation among the Barbadian ^ ^ad the danger lest 
such an unauthorised restriction pf the freedom of indi? 
Tiduals should grow into p precedent, will of coarse, caU 
locdx the most vigorpivi resistance. We are ju^t^^ed ii^ 
ibrmine this expectation by what occurred s^P years 
Hgo, on a simitar occasion, in the nei^t^ouriuj^ jsland of 
St. Kitt's, where the prosecution of a paaq pf the name 
<^ Herbert, who had used one of his slaves with the most 
.wanton barbarity, was not only not attended with any pu- 
nishment to the offender, though the fiwrts were clearly 
proved ; — ^but was likely to have been followed by the 
most inconvenient and injurious effects to the prosecutor, 
in consequence of tbe popular clamour which was excit- 
ed against him. 

£. The second instance produced by Lord Seaforthis 
not inferior in atrocity to the first. A Mr. Colbeck, who 
lives overseer on the Cabbage-tree Plantation, in St. Lu- 
cy'f^'parisb, ^^ had bought a new Negro Boy oiU of the 
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yard" (meaning the Slave Yard where Negroes are ex- 
posed to sale> in the same manner as cattle and sheep iiv 
Smithfield market^) and carried him home. Conceiving 
a liking to the boy^ he took him into the house and 
made him wait at table. Mr. Crone, the overseer of 
Rowe's estale, which is near io Cabbage-tree Plantation^ 
was in the habit of visiting Mr. Colbeck^ had noticed the 
boy, and knew him well. A fire happening one night in, 
the neighbourhood^ Colbeck went to give his assistance, 
and the boy followed him. Colbeck> on his return home> 
missed the boy> who had lost his way, as he did not make 
his appearance the next day, he sent round to his neigh^ 
bours, and particularly to Crone, informing them, that 
hi6 African lad bad strayed, that he could not speak a 
VfoxA of English, and possibly he might be found break- 
ing some sugar canes, or taking something else for his 
support ; in which case he requested they would not in- 
jure him, but send him home, and he would pay any da- 
mage the boy might have committed. After a lapse of 
two or three days the poor creature was discovered in a 
gully (or deep water course) near to Rowe's estate ; and 
a number of Negroes were soon assembled about the 
place. The boy naturally terrified with the threats, ttic 
noise and the appearance of so many people, retreated 
into a hole in a rock, having a stone in his hand for the 
purpose, probably, of defence. By this time Crone, and 
«ome other white persons, had come up. By their ijir^ 
• der$ a fire was put to the holt where the boy lay, who 
f»hejh he began to be scorched, ran from his hiding place 
into a pool of water which was near. Some of the Ne^ 
^roes pursued him into the pool ; and thq boy, it is said, 
threw the stone which he held in his hand at one of 
them. On this, two of the white men. Crone and Hol- 
iin^^woTih, fired at the boy several times with shot, and 
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iMeNfgroes pelted him with stones. He was atlengthdragged 
out of the pool tn a dying condition ; for he had not only 
received several bruizes from the stones, but his breast was 
so pierced with the shot, that it was like a cullender. The 
white savages^ (this is thq language of Mr. Attorney Bec- 
cks^) ordered the Negroes t6 dig a grave. Whilst they 
were digging it, tlie poor creature made signs of begging 
for water, which was not given to him : but as soon as the 
grave was dug, he was thrown into* it and covered over, 
ttad as is beli^ved^ whilb yet alivb. Colbeck^ the 
owner of the boy; hearing that a Negro had been killed, 
went V> Crone to inquire into ihe truth of the report. — '> 
* Croqe told him that a Negro had been killed and buried, 
but assured him it was not his, for he knew him well, and 
he need not be at the trouble of opening the grave. Oa 
this, Colbeck went army satisfied. Receiving, how- 
ever, further information, he returned and had the grave 
opened, when he found the murdered Negro to be his 
own. Ck)lbeck brought his action of damages ia the 
courts of the island against Crone and HoUingsworth. — 
The cause was ready to be tried, and the court had met 
for the purpose, when they thought proper to pay dou- 
ble the value of the boy, and 25l. for the use of the island, 
(being 5l. less than the penalty fixed by the law of 151. 
currency each,) rather than suffer the business to go to 
a hearing. ^^ This, I am truly sorry to say," observes the 
Advocate General, '^ was the only punishment which could 
be inflicted for so barbarous and atrocious a crime.** 

This horrid recital (which is given almost in the words 
of the report, merely avoiding repetitions) seems to re- 
quire little comment. One circumstance of it, however, 
may not strike the minds of some readers with its due 
forc^, although it appears to be the most affecting part 
of the whole case, Colbeck, it is said, on hearing tiiat 
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it was not his slave who had been murdered^ went away 
satisfied. O most opprobious satisfaction ! The preced- 
ing part of the narrative had prepared us to expect in 
Colbeck some ^approximation to European feeling. But 
what is the fact i On being coolly told that a Negro had 
been killed and buried — told so by his neighbour^ the 
murderer : Is he shocked ? Does he express any horror 
or indignation on the occasion ? No ! he goes away 9a- 
tisfiedH Let the reader give its due weight to this one 
circumstance^ and he will be convinced^ that a state of 
society must exist in the Wat Indies of which« as an in- 
liabitant of this island^ he can scarcely form any adequate 
conception. Suppose^ instead of a Negro Slave, that it 
had been a horse which had been thus killed. Colbeck, 
had his horse happened to be missing at the time, would 
have pursued exactly the same steps, and would have 
been affected in the same way as in the present instance. 
We may also learn, from this impressive circumstance, 
the value of West Indian testimony when given in fa- 
vour of West Indian humanity. The moral perceptions 
and feelings which prevail in that quarter of the world, 
it will be perceived, are wholly different from those on 
this side of the Atlantic. It may be allowed that these 
men mean what they say, when they give each othtr the 
praise of humanity. But examine their standard* Who 
is this man of humanity ? It is one who, hearmg that a 
fellow creature had been cruelly and wantonly murdered, 
goes away satisfied, because he himself has sustained no 
loss by the murder ! — An exception may be admitted in 
favour of a few men of enlightened minds : but the re- 
mark applies to the people — to the bulk of the commu- 
nity, whose prejudices arc stated by Lord Seaforth to be 
so horribly absurd, as to resist all measures for remedy- 
ing this dreadful state of things. But not to detain the 

X X 
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leader anjr longer witii reasonings on this subjecl, let us* 
proceed to the 'thii-d case cointnunicated by L6rd Sea-- 
ibrth, ttifl Which, If |>ossibl'e, Is worse tkm either dfthe 
fdf^diftg, 

' 3. A inan ttihe nariie oTNowell/ Who lives in Si. An* 
drew*s pariiJh/had been in ihe habit of *behaving brutally; 
towards Ms Wiife,.arid ofte day 1vent so far as to loct her 
up ia a rooft^ alid confiiie^er ih chains. A Negro wo- 
man Beloiigiri^ to thism^n^ touched with compassionjfbr 
her unfortunate nmlrm, undertook privately to release 
her. Nowell found it out, and in order to punish her, 
dblig^iber td^^put her tongue through a hole in aboard, 
Xo which he fastened Itr on the op'posite side with: a fork,, 
atid left her in that situation for some time, tae after- 
Wards cut out her tongue nearly by the root, in conse* 
Ijueiice of whidh, ishe abiiost instaiitly died. ^This story,,: 
howeviCr, it is said, has been told differently ; — some af- 
firming that the poor creature is still alive, and others^ 
that she i&^dead. If any thing could add to the horror 
which the "shocking barbarity of "Nowell must excite, it 
fs this doubt existing after ia lapse of some months,— ex- 
isting too in the minds of the Attorhey-General and the- 
AdvocaXe-Oeneral, — as to wliether the poor creature was 
alive or d^ad. Were there no means of forcing NowelL 
to produce her? Could ho inquest hfetve been instituted- 
to ascertain the truth or falsehood of the reports in cir- 
culation? Is the neglect of this obvious duty, by the 
officers of the* crown, to be attributed to the contagious 
influence of ihese prejudices, and of thatshameless indif- 
ference to Negro life, which evidently pervade the people 
at large ? Or is it to be ascribed to this, that the laws 
have taken from their constitutional powers. In either 
case, ourCblonial system will stand justly chargeable with» 
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the \jiolation, not only of every feeling of humanity^ but 
of every acknowledged principle of justice. 

It will, dowbtles^be ai^guedj t^iat individual instances 
,of cruelty like those which have been cited^ are no proofs 
of general inhuipanity, any more than the anpals of the 
Old Bailey ca^i h^ considered as exhibiting a fair view 
of our national charactet. There is, however, this very 
remarl^able ditferenqe iii the t^o cases, a difference which 
is fatal to the iirgumei^t. In th^s country^ when we re^d 
x>( crimes, we read of their being followed by ji^st retri- 
bution ; by severe and exemplary punishment. In the 
West Indies, oa the contrary, we not oi^ly hear of the 
greatest crimes escaping with impupity^ but we ^nd tjie 
Jaw? themiselve? /jonapiring to shelter criminals from jus- 
tice : we fiod the most r^pectahle ^d enlighted part of 
the community sanctioning the perpetration even of 
murder, by their refusal t^ recognize the commission of 
i% as a felonious ^ct. 

But it will be said by J^me West Indians^ •'^ granting 
the case to l?e in Barbadoes a^ you have represented it^ 
it is very unfair to extend the chargpsof inh^manity to 
the Islands generally. The legisli^tures pf all the other 
Igla^ds^ have by law, ipade the murder of ja slave felony, 
|u>d have besides, provided various salutaiy regulations 
for * tjie protection of slaves/ "ivhich place them ii^ a situ- 
i9.tion evpn of enviable s^urity and comfort." In reply 
to tliis reasoning, it wijl be admitted, that the legisla- 
ty^res pf niost, if not all the Islands, Barbadoes excepted, 
have in^de the murder of a slave felony. It vi ill be ad- 
mitted that many regulq-tions have beeniramed, which, 
had tb^y been carried into execution, must have produc- 
ed a beneficial result. But so far is this from having 
been tbe case, that it may be indisputably proved, that 
jfcbese regulatioi^s bave been attepded with little or no 
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advantage: nay, that they were intended to be operative* 
The proof of these assertions will be found in the papers 
to which so large a reference has already been made. 

In the course of the last year. Earl Camden addressed 
letters to the governors of the different Islands, requiring 
answers to certain questions respecting the number of 
slaves in the Islands, the numoer of Negroes imported, 
and exported, and 'respecting also the manner in which 
the different clauses of the acts for the protection of 
slaves had been executed. 

To these enquiries no answer appears as yet to have 
been returned by the governors, either of Jamaica or 
the Bahama Islands. From St, Vincent, Jntigua, and 
Grenada, answers have been promised ; but have not yet 
arrived. Now it is worthy of remark, that had the dif-- 
ferent Slave Acts of these I^ilauds been complied with, 
no difficulty could have arisen in making the desired re- 
turns, because nothing more woi|ld have been requisite, 
except ordering a copy of ihe public records. The 
cause of the delay that has taken place, in the case of 
the Islands which had been mentioned, will, perhaps, be 
best explained by the communications made to Earl 
Camden by Governor Provost, the Governor of Domi- 
nica. He states, perhaps truly, *^ that the legislature of 
the Island of Dominica is distinguished by laws it has 
passed for the encouragement of slaves f but he adds, 
^' L am sorry I cannot say that they are as religiously en* 
forced as you could wish ; however, the treatment of the 
Negroes depends less on the temper of the master, whose 
interest in his slaves well-being is not always a sufficient 
check;" a proposition which directly contradicts the cla- 
iiiOrous assertions of the West Indian body. 

In a subsequent U^terdateid the 17th of January, 1805, 
Govenior Provost thus writes. ^' The act cf the iegisla- 
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tnre, intitled, '^n Act for the Encouragent, Protection, 
and better Government of Slaves/ appears to have been 
considered, from the day it was passed until this hour, as 
A POLITICAL MEASUKE, to avert the interference of the 
mother country in the management of slaves. Having 
said this, your Lordship will not be surprised to Icam 
the seventh clause of that bill has been wholly neglected.'' 

Here we have honestly disclosed to us the true cause of 
the enactment of those Slave Laws which have gained the 
Colonies so much credit for humanity with the mother 
country, as well as the tiue cause of their inefficiency.— • 
They were enacted to blind the eyes of superficial, but 
well meaning men in this country, and to furnish a con- 
venient argument to the enemies of abolition. They 
have been inefficient, because it never was in the contem- 
plation of those who framed them that they should be ex- 
ecuted. It may be fairly questioned, whether a single 
slave in the Island of Dominica knew of those protecting 
clauses which were so loudly boasted ofMn this country. 

The third and fourth clauses of the same act require, 
under pecuniary penalties, that the slaves should be con- 
vened every Sunday for divine worship, and that they 
should be exhorted to be baptized, and when of mature 
age to form christian marriages : and the reason assign- 
ed for the enactment is, that *' a knowledge of the doc- 
trines, and a due attention to the exercise of the duties; 
of the christian religion, would tend to improve the mo- 
rals, and to advance the temporal and eternal happiness 
of the slaves." The reader, however, will see what an 
impious mockery all this parade of legislation has been, 
when he learns from Governor Provost that these claus- 
es " are not c^'il'ried into effect," and that no penalties 
have been levied for non-compliance with their provisi- 
ons. The Kev. John Audain, rector of St. George's, 
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thna writes o& the subject. ** A very few even of the 
£cee-coloared people marry ;-*-aiui not one slave since I 
bave been here. Why they do not, I readily conceive, 
particularly the slaves. T/uir owners do not exhort them 
to itr Yet the law requires the owners to exhort them 
to it, and though it is notorious that that law bas> in no 
^ne instance, been complied with, it is equally notori- 
OQS that its infraction has, in no one instance, been 
punished by enforcing the penalty. 

These facts sufficiently demonstrate, that the laws for 
the protectioB of the slaves are perfectly nugatory, and 
d#^ in no degree, tepd to alleviate the rigours of thek 
nnbappy condition ,* or to place them on a better footing 
as to *' protection^ in the other islands tbaiji that on 
which they stand even in Barbudoes. 

Eighteen years h^ve now passed since the Slave Trade 
question was first agitated in this country, and since 
West Indians have been holdii]fg out promises of amelio- 
rating the condition of their slaves. These promises it 
^fipears, have proved altogether delusive, and so they 
will continue, until Parliament shall abolish the Slave 
Trade, and thus obtigc West Indians to re&rm tbeijr bpr- 
fid system* 
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BRIGADE O&DERB. 

DBTAIL. 

8. 8. 

Artillery •-.--•01 
S7th Keglmetit ..^-12 
SlhW.I. aitto •.--03 
I2th ditto 1 1 


c. 
I 

52 


D. r. 

6 

1 24 
Ofil 
1 20 


2 7 
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^ 74 



The .12th W. I. Regiment igive tbe Captain fbr^thc 
day to-morrow. 

The Hospital Guard will consist of one Serjeant, one 
Corporal, and six Privates, until further orders; the 
Sentry will be withdrawn from the house that was lately 
the Commissary's j$tore^ and now occupied by Colonel 
Fullarton. 
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On the firing aa alarm (three guns from the Sea Fort), 
the Troops will immediately form in their respective 
Alarm-posts, in open column, of subdivisions, with the 
right in front; the Picquets will immediately assemble 
in front of the Brigadier-Generars quarters, with twentjF- 
four rounds of ammunition, on the Captain of the day. 

A Subaltern Officer of each Regiment will attend for 
Orders ; the 37th will apply to the Ordnance Store- 
keeper for ball-cartridges, to complete the effective num- 
ber of twenty-four rounds per man, but will not issue 
them except in case of alarm. 

The Regiments in town, the 9th and 12th W. T. will 
send in Returns to the Store-keeper, of the number of 
ball cartridges they may respectively want to complete 
them to the same number; and the Ordance Store- 
keeper will, as soon as he gets the Returns from the 
above Regiments, and from the different Militia Corps, 
have them packed up in separate boxes, marked with 
the name of the Regiment in chalk, ready to deliver on 
an alarm. The Quarter-masters of those Regiments, on 
such an event, will attend, with sufficient number of 
men, at the place to be appointed by the Ordnance Store- 
keeper, to transmit the ammunition immediately to the 
Alarm-posts. 

Captain Prevost, commanding the Royal Artillery, 
will have two field-pieces in readiness, to join the Pic- 
quets, whenever they are called out. The Alarm-post 
of the 37 th Regiment is in the square at Orange-Grove 
Barracks ;\)f the 9th TV. I. Regiment, in front of the 
Hospital ; and of the I2th W. I. in front of the Picquet 
Barri^ck?, 
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31ilitia Orders, Q,Sth April, 1803, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. 

MILITIA ORDERS. 

Alarm: Three guns from the Sea Forlll! 

On the firing of an Alarm, the Trinidad Light Cavalry 
will assemble on the square opposite the Brigadier • 
Generars Quarters, and form on the right of the Pic- 
jquets. 

The other Corps of Militia will assemble on their res- 
pective Alarm-post?. 

The Colonial Artillery, opposite the Old Arsenal. 

The first battalion Royal Trinidad Militia, on the Es- 
planade opposite the Wharf; 

The 1st Loyal Trinidad Militia in Brunswick-square, 
opposite the Church: the whole in open column, of su)>- 
divisions, with the right in front. 

Captain Prevost, commanding Royal Artillery, will 
assign to the Colonial Artillery four four-pounders, with 
the necessary proportion of ammunition. 

The other Corps will send in to the Ordnance Store- 
}ceep6r Returns of their effective numbers, in order that 
twenty-four rounds per man may Le packed up in port- 
able boxes, ready to be delivered out at a moment's- 
■ warning ; and on the Alarm firing, the Quarter-master of 
these Coi'ps will attend at the Ordnance Store-keeper's 
>vith the number of men necessary to transport the am- 
munition necessary to the Alarm-posts. 
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Proclamation of Martial Law by B. G. Picton; 



tRINIDAD. 



BY HIS majesty's COMMflSSION FOlL EXE^iXTING THE OFFICE OF 
GOYERNOR OF THE SAID ISLAND, AND ITS DEPENDENCIES, &C. 

On the firing of an Alarm (three guns fit)m the Sea 
Fort), the Island is hereby declared to be under Martial 
Law ; so to continue until such Alarm shall be discharged^ 
by firing five gunS; in succession, from the same Fort. 

On the Alarm firing, all proprietors of draught horses 
or mules (whether employed in carriages of pleasure or 
carts), within Po^t of ISpain, and the neighbouring quar- 
ters of La VautiUty Saint Anne, and Tragarete, are re- 
quired, without loss of time, to .assemble such draught- 
horses or mules, properly harnessed, under their respec- 
tive drivers, in King-street, between the Old Ordnance- 
yard and the Roman Catholic Church, in readiness to be 
tem ployed, as the exigency of the service may require, 
under the penalty of two hundred dollars each offender, 
to be immediately levied by military execution. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Port of Spain, in 
tbe said Island, this iSth day of May, in the year of our 
Lord 1803, and in the forty-third year of his Majesty's 
reign. 

THOMAS PICTON 
By Command, 

J. M. WooDYEAR, /Sec. 



THE END. 



W. JONES, PRINTER, 

'nvERpooL Chronicle orncir ^' / 
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